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THE “EDITOR” WRITES 

On behalf of everyone associated with the Newsletter, I would like to wish you a 
very happy and prosperous New Year. I hope that 2013 will bring you all that 
you hope for. 

Funding Y Llychau 

Since its inception 38 issues ago, Y Llychau has been funded by the Parochial 
Church Council of St Michael & All Angels, Talley, but for the past three years, 
readers who have received their newsletters through the post have made an 
annual contribution towards the cost of production and postage. In addition, 
several local residents who have their copies delivered by hand have also given 
us the occasional donation in support of our efforts.  

We are extremely grateful to all who have contributed in this way. However, the 
current economic climate with its ever increasing costs is putting a great strain 
on the limited resources available to us to continue producing Y Llychau for free 
local distribution. It is with great reluctance, therefore, that I have to make an 
appeal for financial assistance to enable the Newsletter to continue in 
production.  

If you have not recently made a donation towards our costs, I would ask you to 
consider doing so. If you currently receive a hand delivered copy, you will 
continue to do so whether you make a contribution or not, but the more people 
who are willing to contribute the longer we will be able to maintain the 
Newsletter in its present form. We do not expect large donations from readers, 
but if you would be prepared to give just £2 or £3 each year it would go a long 
way to help. 

Appeal for Articles 

The content of Y Llychau is made up mainly of pieces written by its readers. In 
this way we hope to keep it a really local interest publication. Sadly, several of 
our regular contributors have either passed away or moved from the area. This 
means that the “editor” is finding it more of a challenge to fill the pages. 
However, looking on the bright side, the reduction in regular contributors has 
provided us with the chance to include pieces from new people. Why not take 
advantage of this wonderful opportunity yourself and write something for 
publication in the next edition? You may write about any topic that interests you 
and you feel might also be of interest to others. Although articles relating to 
Talley or Cwmdu would be ideal, you can rest assured that if you offer a piece 
on any subject whatsoever it will not be rejected.  
 



Y Llychau 

- 3 - 

Even if you have never written anything for publication before, please think 
about gracing the pages of Y Llychau with your own composition. Pieces 
submitted for inclusion in the Newsletter do not have to be literary masterpieces 
or brilliant works of art. All we ask is that they MIGHT be of interest to some of 
the readers.  

Please don’t leave it to others to write something. Do it yourself. Put pen to 
paper (or keyboard to screen, if more convenient) and send the results to me to 
put in a future edition. After all, this is YOUR newsletter and it’s only right that 
you should have an input! 

A Plea for Translators 

Regular readers will have noticed that in recent issues fewer articles have been 
produced bilingually. Nearly all of the pieces received are written in English – 
this is helpful to me as “editor” because my entire knowledge of the Welsh 
language could be written on the head of a pin using a pneumatic drill – but 
when Y Llychau was launched one of the intentions was to produce a 
publication with articles in both English and Welsh. Not all of the pieces 
received are appropriate for translating into Welsh, but those that are should be 
translated. 

In order to achieve this, two criteria must be satisfied. Firstly, the article must be 
submitted before the dates given on the back page of each issue of the 
Newsletter and secondly, there must be enough people willing to undertake the 
translation. The first condition is relatively easy to achieve, but the second is 
not. Unfortunately, recent deaths have reduced the number of translators to 
two, both of whom are busy and not always available to generate the Welsh 
translation. If YOU are a Welsh speaker and would be prepared to offer your 
services in this way, please let me know. 

Appreciation 

I realise that much of this piece has been requests for help in one way or 
another. However, not everything concerned with the production of Y Llychau is 
‘gloom and doom’. I would like to express my sincere appreciation of the help 
that I have received as “editor” from so many people. I extend my thanks to 
those who contribute articles, to the two ladies who occasionally translate, to 
our local printer and to those who have supported us financially. Without your 
help, I would not be able to produce the Newsletter. Thank You! 

Roger Pike 
“Editor” 
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MALUS SYLVESTRIS, AFAL SUR NEU AFAL GWYLLT 

I hope that those who tried my crab apple jelly made from the fruit from the tree 
in Talley churchyard enjoyed it. It certainly came out quite a reasonably reddish 
colour – which may not affect the taste, I imagine, but is certainly more 
desirable to the eye. 

We all know that it’s been a most unfortunate year for most people’s fruit trees 
in this part of the country – and many other parts as well, I’m told – with very 
few apples or pears and no plums or damsons at all. I expect readers will recall 
that we were told that there was no fruit in the Limousin area of France either. 
There, we read, it was a late frost – though I suspect that they possibly had the 
miserable, wet April that kept the winged pollinating insects – bees and 
everything else at home – like we did. While my Bramley Apple tree yielded just 
one large apple and two small ones this year – which the birds got to first – my 
five dessert-apple trees not one at all, although other trees not far away had 
quite a few. 

No wild crab apples that I know of has borne any fruit whatsoever, while the 
ornamental crabs in people’s gardens have usually performed reasonably well, 
although I have been told of one with none at all. And though they’re little 
bigger than cherries – and often smaller – size doesn’t make much difference in 
making the jelly as you boil them up with water anyhow. The tree just inside the 
gate in Talley churchyard, though, has certainly yielded the best. Sadly, as you 
rarely pick the fruit from the tree but leave it to get as ripe as possible and drop, 
most of the Talley ones were unusable and I had to scrape about to pick up 
enough good ones. 

I have seen one very small tree with purplish fruit on it but all the other garden 
trees I’ve noticed have fruit which is red, yellow and orange in varying 
combinations. Were there other different ones I wondered? I looked up the 
RHS Flower book. What a surprise! Forty different species, sub-species or 
varieties were listed with fruit of varying size, shape and colour. Purple, red, 
yellow and green – some all the one colour but most varied in some degree – I 
could hardly believe my eyes. Quite a few had English names, although the 
only one that I’m likely to remember was “Dorothea”, the name of a girl I met in 
Londonderry during the war and looked forward to seeing again when we 
returned to port. 

All apples, of course, are members of the rose family and whatever they are, 
the flowers are every shade of red through pink to white. They appear to have 
originated towards the middle-east and no doubt the first were what we call 
“crab apples” and have improved by selection over the centuries. Originals had  
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spikes on the branches, but what with pips dropping and growing and crossing 
with cultivated fruit, the range of wild crab apples is enormous. However, you’ll 
often still see the odd spike here and there. 

Of course, if the weather’s too bad for the insects to leave their shelters, you 
can always go round with a soft paint-brush and do the pollinating yourself – a 
difficult job with many of our cultivated apples requiring crossing with 
neighbouring trees in flower at the same time. Last year, a large part of China 
was forced to pollinate in this way. 

Anyway, making crab apple jelly takes a fair time, but as that’s just boiling it up 
until the fruit is completely soft then leaving it to drip through a jelly-bag (a 
pillow case does quite well) it doesn’t need much attention. If you’re using 
green-skinned fruit, or brown or khaki coloured come to that as many wild crabs 
are, a few sloes added to the boil helps the colour. What can be nicer than 
those jars of deep orange jelly – especially if you hold them up to the light? It’s 
almost a shame to eat it! 

Denys Smith 

 

 
 
A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A POSTAL WORKER 

Editor’s Note : Katharine Hanson is one of our readers living in 
England, so not all of her observations may be 
relevant to Wales – however, most are. 

Love it or hate it, the postal service is a ubiquitous part of our day to day lives in 
this country. We might complain about the time our post arrives or that they are 
all on strike again or that we receive nothing but junk mail, however, truth be 
told we probably all take this service for granted. So what is it like to be a cog in 
this massive machine? With around 185,000 employees, Royal Mail is no small 
employer. There are many different roles being played but I am going to focus 
on the front line of mail delivery – the Postman or woman. 

So how does it all work? Every day except Sundays, mail is collected from post 
boxes, post offices and other collection points. It is taken to central sorting 
offices where the addresses are read by an automatic system – the Integrated 
Mail Processing system or IMP if possible, or sorted by hand when the address 
is part missing, obscured or illegible. The mail is then transported by road, rail 
or air to one of the Royal Mail’s local depots and from there it is moved finally to  
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the appropriate sorting office. This is where our front-line postal worker first 
sees the mail.  

You may have noticed that your mail is getting to you later now than it was ten 
years ago. This is because the whole of a postal workers day has gradually 
been pushed forward in time. Gone are the days of 5.00am starts (and the 
early-shift allowance that was being paid to compensate for this). No longer can 
your postal worker leave the office at 9.00am and be home before lunch. The 
average start time is now 6.40am and this is due to be moved on even further in 
the coming months.  

Another recent change has been the scrapping of a system called ‘Job and 
Finish’. Under this previous system a postal worker could literally run around 
their delivery if they chose to (and believe me, this was not unknown) with the 
knowledge that once all of the mail was delivered, they could go home. Now the 
workers hours are set, so get back to the office with an hour left on the clock 
and the chances are you will be sent out with more mail. No doubt this has 
removed some of the gate-jumping enthusiasm that we may have witnessed in 
days gone by.  

Royal Mail has also had to adapt to the changes in communication methods of 
late. When was the last time you sent a hand written letter to someone rather 
than a text or email? Mail volumes are falling. However, with Christmas just 
behind us I would be willing to bet that one or two of your presents were 
purchased online. Internet shopping may be the postal system’s saviour with 
35% of households receiving at least one parcel a month and almost £4 in 
every £10 earned by Royal Mail now comes in parcels. Unfortunately bulky, 
heavy or fragile packets are simply not easy to deliver. As a result many 
delivery offices are now doing away with bikes and putting their postal worker in 
vans where the size, weight and quantity of packets and parcels no longer 
matter. Whether you will be in to sign for them is another issue. 

In all weathers, six days a week, to every house in the UK, these postal workers 
are heroes – often literally. It is common for postal workers to be congratulated 
for noticing something is amiss. Many a story has focused on the postal worker 
who was the one to notice a member of the public in need, somebody on their 
usual round who was in trouble. After all, the postman may be the only visitor 
some people get from day to day.  

So the next time you see your long suffering post man or woman, give them a 
smile. It may be an envious job on a balmy spring morning but in January? 
Well, you wouldn’t catch me doing it! 

Katharine Hanson 
 

 



Y Llychau 

- 7 - 

 

ST TEILO 

Teilo was born at Penalun (Penally), a coastal village near Tenby in 
Pembrokeshire, around 500 AD. His original name was apparently Eliud. He 
was born into an important family, being the son of Prince Ensich ap Hydwn, 
who was the grandson of King Ceredig of Ceredigion. From a young age he 
studied under St Paulinus of Wales at Whitland, where he met and became a 
close companion of his cousin Dewi (St David). Along with Aeddan and Ysfael 
(two other students of Paulinus), Dewi and Teilo travelled to St. Davids (then 
known as Mynyw) where Dewi later founded his famous abbey.  

Like many at that time they appear to have had experience in battle. At St 
Davids they were harassed by an Irish pirate named Bwya but he was 
eventually struck down; they killed his cattle and burnt his fortress to the 
ground. 

One day, while studying in the cloisters of St Davids, Teilo and Aeddan were 
called away from their books to collect wood for the monastery’s fuel store. Not 
too pleased at being disturbed while studying, the two monks reluctantly took 
their axes off into the woods. However they found their task easier than they 
expected as Teilo is said to have tamed two stags to help them carry the wood 
home for them. 

In 518 Teilo is thought to have made a pilgrimage to Rome, with Dewi and 
Padern, where all three were consecrated bishops by the Pope. Other traditions 
indicate that he was instructed by Dubricius, whom he succeeded as Bishop of 
Llandaff and become bishop over Glywysing & Gwent. At Llandaff he founded a 
church (later rebuilt as Llandaff Cathedral). He is thought to have moved this 
Bishop’s seat to the abbey that he founded at Llandeilo Fawr. He also 
established Penally Abbey in his place of birth.  

In the late 540s yellow plague swept through Wales, so in 549 Teilo, with the 
survivors of his monk’s community, left Llandeilo and moved to Dol in Brittany. 
He is reported to have stayed in Brittany for seven years and seven months. 
While there, Teilo met Samson, Bishop of Dol, and together they planted 
groves of fruit trees. The groves are still there today and are known as the 
“Groves of Teilo and Samson”.  

His sister, Anaumed, had married King Budic of Armorica, and during the time 
Teilo was in Brittany it is said he was persuaded by his brother-in-law to save 
the king’s country from being destroyed by the ravages of a winged dragon. 
The creature was apparently tamed by Teilo who then tied it to a rock in the 
sea. 
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Eventually he felt it time to go back to Llandeilo Fawr – with his nephews, 
Ysfael and Tyfai – to take up his duties as Abbot of Llandeilo. After Dewi’s 
death, Teilo became one of the most holy men in Wales. He was joined at 
Llandeilo by many disciples, including Ysfael, who he supposedly consecrated 
as St Dewi’s successor as Archbishop of Wales.  

Teilo eventually died at the abbey of Llandeilo Fawr on 9th February. Although 
the exact year is not known, many believe it was probably around 560 because 
he was reported to be 60 years old. He became one of the most venerated men 
in Wales and at his death Teilo’s body was said to have miraculously become 
three identical bodies; probably because his relics are claimed to be in three 
churches – Llandaff Cathedral, Llandeilo Fawr and Penally Abbey. One tomb 

lies to the right of the altar of 
Llandaff Cathedral, but his skull is 
kept enshrined in the south chapel. 
It is stated that many miracles were 
witnessed there while he was alive 
and also later at his tomb.  

During his lifetime, Teilo founded 
many monasteries, abbeys and 
churches in Wales, Cornwall, Devon 
and Brittany. At least two dozen 
churches and schools in these 
areas are dedicated to him and 
there is a small village in rural 
Brittany called Saint-Thélo. 

The festival in honour of St Teilo is 
observed on 9th February in Wales 
and at Saint-Télo, while in the rest 
of Brittany it is celebrated in 
November; believed to be the 
month in which he arrived there in 
549. 

 
 

St Teilo in Holy Trinity Church, Abergavenny. 
Roger Pike 
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TALLEY SCHOOL  

Talley School pupils held their 
Harvest Thanksgiving Service at St 
Michael’s Church Talley. Thank you 
to Mr Walford and the church 
wardens for giving us such a warm 
welcome. The children and the 
parents would also like to thank the 
ladies of the church for a wonderful 
tea after the service. Over £72 was 
collected in the service and will be 
donated to Christian Aid. The fruit 
and vegetables were donated to a 
local care home. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

YSGOL TALYLLYCHAU 

 
Cafodd Ysgol Talyllychau eu 
gwasanaeth diolchgarwch eleni eto 
yn yr Eglwys  Cafodd y plant 
prynhawn hyfryd yn cymerud rhan 
yn y gwasanaeth. Diolch yn fawr i 
Mr Walford a phawb or Eglwys am y 
croeso ar te blasus. Codwyd £72 yn 
y casgliad tuag at yr elusen Cymorth 
Cristnogol. Dosbarthwyd y llysiau ar 
ffrwythau i cartref gofal yn yr ardal. 
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Jenna Sharp and 
Muddy Schuur are the 
bronze Ambassadors 
for Talley School. They 
both attended a training 
day at Tregib School to 
learn new sport skills. 
We wish good luck to 
them both in their new 
role in school. 
 
 
 
Talley School pupils celebrated 
“Children in Need” with a pyjama 
and wild hair day. The children also 
sold cakes during their break time 
and they enjoyed the day raising 
funds. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jenna Sharp a Muddy 
Schuur Llysgenhadon 
Efydd newydd Ysgol 
Talyllychau. Buodd y ddau 
ar ddiwrnod hyforddiant  
i Lysgenhadon y sir. 
Cafodd y ddau llawer o 
hwyl wrth ddysgu sgiliau 
ymarfer corff newydd. Pob 
lwc iddynt yn eu rol 
newydd i fewn yr ysgol. 
 

 
Buodd plant Ysgol Gynradd 
Talyllychau yn dathlu diwrnod Plant 
Mewn Angen gyda diwrnod pyjamas 
a gwallt gwyllt. Buodd y plant yn 
gwerthi cacennau yn ystod amser 
chwarae. Cafodd y plant diwrnod 
wrth eu bodd. 
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PTA NEWS 

Ysgol Talyllychau PTA recently 
held a Halloween disco for the 
children in and around Talley 
community. It was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all with everyone 
dressing up and participating in the 
fancy dress competition, which 
was kindly judged by Mr & Mrs 
Guest of Bodenesse, Talley. It was 
a tough competition; however 
there were 4 winners. Ioan Moir 
and Megan Cook won the ‘Under 
7s’, and the ‘Over 7’ winners were 
Ellie May Lyng Murray and Joshua 
Keogh. They were presented with 
prizes, which were also kindly 
donated by Mr & Mrs Guest.  

The picture shows Charlie 
Hastilow, Ellis Hubbart and 
Sammy Hastilow eagerly awaiting 
the start of the disco. 

 

The PTA also held a Bingo fundraising evening in the school. Parents and 
teachers donated various items that they had made in the previous weeks to fill 
hampers which made up the prizes for the bingo. All present enjoyed 
refreshments and a chat at halftime. A special “thank you” goes to Joanne 
Davies for being ‘the caller’ for the evening and also to Bill Davies who supplied 
the equipment. Including the raffle which was drawn at the end of the evening, 
a total of £245.50 was collected for the School. 

Laura Hubbart 

 

For more information about Talley School activities and to see some 
other pictures of school life, please visit the village website 
www.talley.org.uk/school.  
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THE OBSESSIVE GARDENER 

Well, as I write this, it is nearly another year. They do fly by so fast these days 
that it seemed like a good idea to mull over the one that has passed before it 
slips from the mind. Now I would have liked to include some photos, but due to 
my tardiness in submitting this article, Ed has already allocated the pictures for 
this edition. I, therefore, make reference to websites and apologise to those of 
you who have no access. If, however, you have a burning desire to see any of 
these links, do feel free to arrange a visit to Bryn Heulog to view them on our 
PC. 

I started this year a little concerned that we might have the sort of snow and 
cold that froze our water supply just after Christmas 2011 but was very relieved 
that it did not recur this year. In fact, it seemed not to be the cold winter that 
was forecast. We also had an early and warm spring – never an entirely good 
thing for the plants – but a great boost to the spirits near the end of winter. This 
yo-yoing of the seasons seemed to continue throughout the year which was 
consistently wet but the plants, in general, seemed to thrive on it. Apart from the 
damage by the extra hoards of slugs, my garden seemed to reveal all of the 
usual promise even if not always at the expected time. 

Ed and I were lucky this year in that we had two holidays both affected by the 
wet weather. The first was to Devon at their time of April flooding. We stayed on 
a lovely farm and managed to visit all of the gardens on my list, many dog 
friendly, too. We did have to dodge the showers quite a lot though. 

The most memorable day was visiting Coleton Fishacre when we had to wear 
full rain gear, taking much of it off in their hall due to the in house heating. It 
was well worth the effort to wander back in time. Wet gear on again, we 
wandered around the stunning grounds (at least the areas not shut due to water 
damage). Our drive back to the farm was quite eventful since much of a gravel 
supply yard was washed, by an overflowing river, over the main road, 
submerging quite a section of it. Ed was forced to drive exceedingly carefully 
through the torrent and it was a great relief to reach the other side. 

Our Open Gardens Event was not washed out and actually we had a wonderful 
day weather wise and people wise: lots of fellow gardeners and non gardeners 
to chat to; gardens to view and plans to discuss. 

In late September, we stayed near the sea in West Sussex for a week. This 
was a treat of Autumn colour and Prairie gardens and dog walks (sometimes 
combined, such as the visit to Winkworth Arboretum (see the pictures at 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/winkworth-arboretum) where we were also nearly 
swept away by water on our approach through the Surrey countryside near  
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Gertrude Jekyll’s home on the wettest day in September. We walked around 
the arboretum together with our dog. We saw glorious trees, shrubs, a lake and 
our dog made a friend there. We had a wonderful time, even if full waterproofs 
were ‘de rigeur’ (Ed was under a huge umbrella for the duration). When we had 
finished, we put the dog in the car with a bone and Ed and I went to the NT 
tearoom and enjoyed scones and Earl Grey tea. It was generally agreed by us 
all, I speak for the dog as well, to be a very good day. We can also recommend 
the NT arboretum at Sheffield Park and the gardens at Nymans. 

My favourite visit, however, had to be to Sussex Prairies. I had read articles 
about this reasonably new garden and had instantly put it on my To Visit List a 
year or so ago. The prairie grasses together with late perennials, shrubs and 
much more were even better than I had imagined and it was vast. Chatting with 
the very friendly owner in the tea rooms (yummy cakes – are you starting to see 
a trend?), she said that they burn the borders rather than cutting them down in 
early spring – apparently the best method of dealing with a large area of prairie. 
It certainly is a stunning garden. It is well worth reading the information on their 
website if you are at all interested as there is much about the garden’s design 
and development on there (http://www.sussexprairies.co.uk) including 
photos, courses, nursery, animals, B&B. Oh, and they welcomed our dog. Rog 
and I are now trying to shift the weight put on during our garden and plant 
hunting trips. The dog is helping us there by his desire to be walked even on 
the wettest or coldest of days. 

Having refused to throw away back issues of Garden magazines acquired over 
the years (many of which moved with us from Newbury in 2005), I have now run 
out of storage space. I have therefore been on a trip down memory lane over 
the past few months and have been revisiting some of the older ones. In 
particular, the Gardeners’ World magazines were intact for every issue from its 
start in 1994. As I have reread these, I was struck by how much detailed 
information was in these articles compared with how much gimmicky repetition 
is in the modern issues. I have now sent some of these to the recycling, freeing 
up room for my new magazines, but some I still keep. Much of it, of course, is 
out of date (especially prices) and there is a strange lack of web information but 
I then realised that, even working in the computer industry, I didn’t own a 
computer until the later years of the last century. I could also see where some 
of my original design ideas and inspirations came from; I can even look out 
onto their presence in my borders of today. I really am a child of the magazine 
age and have enjoyed what started out as a mull over this last year but has 
actually encompassed most of the last twenty. 

Shelley Pike 
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FURTHER TALES FROM TALLEY 

Following my “Tales from Talley” piece in the last issue, someone said, “Have 
you any more run-up-to Christmas stories?”, and, since I don’t need much 
encouragement to cheat by copying old letters, here is the hastily scribbled 
missive I sent to my oldest friend in February 2011. 

We had a strange and disjointed Christmas, thank you. There was a 
prolonged power-cut overnight which put out the fire. When the power 
did deign to return at mid-morning I was obliged to empty the entire hob 
– a very messy and protracted affair – and attempt to relight it with the 
vast chimney space of freezing air louring unhelpfully above. It finally 
burst – well, glimmered fitfully and said it might, if coaxed, take hold after 
a couple of fraught hours – into life and the radiators were approaching 
tepid by teatime. 

I had not done 
thawing out from 
delivering the tree to 
the church a couple 
of nights earlier. The 
deep snow had 
caused the ground 
under the gates to lift 
and they wouldn’t 
budge (they are 
open now, but, alas, 
won’t close) so there 
we were hauling this 
vast denizen of the 
forest over the iron gates then scurrying around by the narrow side gate 
and carrying it up the drive to let ourselves in; all in pitch darkness since 
our collective torches wouldn’t work. We got the giggles when the 
wretched thing got stuck in the doorway because I couldn’t get the iron 
bolts loose that secure the adjoining door. In the end, somewhat the 
worse for wear, we dumped it unceremoniously in an aisle and hoped 
no-one would trip over it until I could return and set it up. Given its size, I 
had to swathe it in twine and anchor it to a convenient wall lest it should 
topple onto a passing infant or fragile parishioner. I will not commit to 
paper how I managed to do this but it involved prolonged hammering 
with my shoe, the base of an old candlestick and a stray bit that had 
fortuitously fallen off the gate-legged table. 
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As usual, we threw ourselves into a frenzied round of make do and 
mend as the festive season hove into view. As you know, we have been 
without a working hot tap in the bathroom for longer than I care to 

remember. The nasty plastic tap-
top that came with the house had 
shattered into a myriad fragments 
and my father has spent his 
convalescence painstakingly 
gluing it all back together. Very 
therapeutic, I’m sure, but costing 
a small fortune in wonder-gunge 
and although it is probable that it 
would now survive intact into a 
future millennium it will never be 
put to the test, since I have 
invested in a plumber and some 
nice new metal taps. 

With the taps fixed, we turned our attention to the wall-lights in the living-
room. These have been out of commission almost as long, throwing the 
trip switch when activated. We carefully dismantled them to discover 
nothing wrong beyond a mortifying quantity of dust, debris and several 
fossilised winged insects that I frankly could not recognise and may well 
have been of passing interest to Mr Darwin had he been around. 

Finally, we laid new carpet tiles in the kitchen. The latter took us five 
long days of scraping, filling, sanding, washing, cutting, trimming, 
positioning, fastening and sweeping. I then purchased an electric carpet 
sweeper (called Alfred) and whenever I get bored with whatever I am 
supposed to be doing I steal away and play with Alfred. We must have 
the cleanest kitchen floor in Christendom. The only thing is, they are a 
dark mossy green and everyone without fail says confidently, “I like your 
new blue tiles”, while we stand around chorusing, “They’re green, 
they’re GREEN”.    

Happy New Year! 

S Shawe 
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CHOIR CHEQUE PRESENTED 

At the Côr Meibion Dinefwr annual concert held on 27
th
 October 2012 in Capel 

Newydd, Llandeilo, a cheque for £1300 was presented to the Children’s Ward 
being built at Glangwili Hospital, Carmarthen. The money was raised from the 
choir annual draw.  

The photograph shows Ann Thomas accepting the cheque on behalf of the 
Children’s Ward from Keith Roberts, the President of Côr Meibion Dinefwr. 

 

Hywel Jones 

 

 

REMEMBERING NAMES – 1 

I’m writing this, as Remembrance Sunday 2012 approaches, mindful of the 
words of promise that “we will remember them”. David Cameron has 
announced that, through 2014 to 2018, there will be major commemorations of 
World War One and as part of this there is now a growing interest in giving the 
names on war memorials an identity. 
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Here in Talley the memorial for those killed in World War One was placed as a 
prominent reminder, outside the church doors. 100 years on do we know the 
sons, families, houses and farms represented by the names? Or are these men 
(except the sons of Talley House) now absorbed into the anonymous, horrific 
total?  

There is no similar memorial of those who died in the Second World War 
although a walk past the headstones lining the pathway from the Church to the 
Abbey reveals those who died in theatre as well as those who came home to 
die soon afterwards. There is, however a small plaque hidden in the church 
Vestry which also records the rewiring of the church after 1945, as a general 
memorial. 

In 2014 it would be good if the sacrifices made from this valley, “For King and 
Country”, and for a better world, could be marked with some specific meaning. 
Perhaps the Churches and Chapels could work together on this?  

 

REMEMBERING NAMES – 2 

Since restoring the village notice board the volunteers have been asked if we 
knew the names of the 13 members of the Talley Tigers whose initials are 
recorded on it. As a response and in the hope that a definitive account of the 
Talley Tigers will be written by someone (please!) here is the result of our 
research. 

     Left hand side 

BD –Bethan Day 

RP – Rachel Pask 

ER – Emma Rees 

RR – Rachel Rees 

AW – Angharad Williams 

LAW – Laura Anne Walters 

RMH – Rhian Mai Hubbart 

     Right hand side 

RW – Rhys Williams 

DR – Daniel Roberts 

HW – Huw Williams 

LAH – Laura Ann Hubbart 

LRM – Lisa Roberts Morgan 

SER – Sarah Elizabeth Roberts 

 

 
Wyn Edwards 
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CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

It was a very cold and frosty (but dry) Friday evening at the end of November 
when a small group of parishioners gathered in Talley School to assemble the 
stalls and games for the annual St Michael’s Church Christmas Fayre. As the 
preparations progressed, the school was gradually transformed into the 
organised chaos that makes the Christmas Fayre the event that it is. The 
Tombola stall was set out, books were tastefully positioned on the book stall, 
assorted bits and pieces were arranged on the bric-a-brack table, items for the 
auction and draw prizes were suitably displayed on the podium, food and drinks 
were prepared for the refreshments, wood shavings were mixed with brightly 
wrapped presents in the Lucky Dip tub and vessels were filled with water for the 
children’s games. 

Everything was coming together to provide the expected supporters with the fun 
evening that had been advertised. Then a minor problem! The container that 
held the water on which the ducks were floating for the ‘Hook a Duck’ game 
sprang a leak. Furious mopping activity followed while a search was made for 
an alternative water receptacle. Eventually, order was restored and when the 
first customers arrived, a scene of peaceful, seasonable tranquillity greeted 
them. 

Despite the bitterly cold weather, the event was enjoyed by all who attended. 
There was entertainment for all age groups. Some of the younger villagers 
decided that hooking a duck with the rods provided was too slow, so they 
resorted to catching the floating birds by hand – much to the embarrassment of 
their parents. Many of the more elderly supporters found that the bar area held 
more interest for them than the stalls where items were for sale. Tombola 
contestants enthusiastically scanned their tickets to discover if they had a 
winning number and then eagerly awaited to see if they had won a bottle of 
wine or a bar of chocolate. 

As the evening progressed, the smile on the face of the church treasurer 
gradually broadened. Concern as to whether the funds would be swelled 
sufficiently to pay the final quarter’s Parish Share slowly gave way to prayerful 
gratitude that, as well as paying the Quota, the church insurance premium 
could also be met. 

Thanks to the generosity of those supporting the Fayre, over £750 was raised 
at what was a truly social evening. Thanks are due not only to those attending 
but also to all those church members involved with the preparation and running 
of the event. 
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LOCAL REFUSE COLLECTIONS 

USEFUL INFORMATION 
 
 

 

 

 

Carmarthenshire currently recycles approximately 48% of its waste but 
this has to increase to at least 52% over the coming year. Not only will 
this make the county cleaner for future generations but failure to reach 
these targets will mean the county could face some hefty fines. Visit  
www.recycleforcarmarthenshire.com to find out what can be done to 
help reach this target. 

Household rubbish should be sorted into three containers: – Blue bags 
for recycling, black bags for non-recyclable items and green bins for 
food waste. The blue and black bags will be collected on alternate 
weeks and the green bins weekly. To find out which colour bag will be 
collected on which week, see overleaf. 

The “Recycling and Bins” section of the www.carmarthenshire.gov.uk 
website explains how (among other things) you can 

• Order more blue bags on-line 

• Buy compost bins for your kitchen waste 

• Report a problem, such as your refuse was not collected on the 
due date 

• Report evidence of Fly Tipping 

• Locate the nearest recycling centre 

• Request the collection of bulky waste items, such as beds, 
carpets, fridges, freezers or furniture (There is usually a small 
charge for this service). 

 

Please pull out this section and 
keep for future reference. 
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WHAT  COLOUR  REFUSE  BAG  WILL  BE  COLLECTED  
EACH  WEEK  IN  2013 ? 

January  2013  February  2013 

S M T W T F S  S M T W T F S 

  1 2 3 4 5       1 2 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12  3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19  10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26  17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

27 28 29 30 31    24 25 26 27 28   

               

May  2013  June  2013 

S M T W T F S  S M T W T F S 

   1 2 3 4        1 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11  2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18  9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25  16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

26 27 28 29 30 31   23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

               

September  2013  October  2013 

S M T W T F S  S M T W T F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7    1 2 3 4 5 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14  6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21  13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28  20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

29 30       27 28 29 30 31   
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WHAT  COLOUR  REFUSE  BAG  WILL  BE  COLLECTED  
EACH  WEEK  IN  2013 ? 

March  2013  April  2013 

S M T W T F S  S M T W T F S 

     1 2  31 1 2 3 4 5 6 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9  7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16  14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23  21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30  28 29 30     

               

July  2013  August  2013 

S M T W T F S  S M T W T F S 

30 1 2 3 4 5 6      1 2 3 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13  4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20  11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27  18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

28 29 30 31     25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

               

November  2013  December  2013 

S M T W T F S  S M T W T F S 

     1 2  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9  8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16  15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23  22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30  29 30 31     
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        YES 
 
� Newspaper 

� Magazines  

� Catalogues  

� Telephone directories  

� Junk mail  

� Writing paper  

� Shredded paper  

� Envelopes  

� Food and drink cartons  

� Cereal boxes  

� Ready meal sleeves  

� Cardboard boxes  

� Toilet roll tubes 

� Kitchen roll tubes  

� Egg boxes  

� Food and drink cans  

� Aerosols  

� Plastic bottles  

� Yoghurt pots  

� Margarine tubs  

� Plastic punnets 

� Ready meal trays  

� Plastic coat hangers  

� Jam jar lids  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

        NO  
 

Χ Foil 

Χ Tissues  

Χ Kitchen roll  

Χ Food soaked card  

Χ Saucepans  

Χ Scrap metal  

Χ Plastic bags  

Χ Cling film  

Χ Biscuit wrappers  

Χ Crisp packets  

Χ Polystyrene  

Χ Wallpaper  

Χ Paint tins  

Χ Clothes / shoes  

Χ Glass  

Χ Toys  

Χ Wooden coat hangers  

Χ Electrical items  

Χ Video cassettes  

Χ CDs / DVDs  

Χ Garden waste  

Χ Nappies / sanitary products  

Χ Pet food pouches / trays  
 
 

 

 

 

WHICH ITEMS CAN BE PUT IN THE BLUE BAG? 
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PLANT DEWI 

Within the diocese of St David’s, the Bishop and his Council for Social 
Responsibility took on the responsibilities relinquished by the Children’s Society 
when it ceased to operate in Wales in 2005 and introduced a project to support 
children and young people. The project is named PLANT DEWI and is run from 
the project office in Carmarthen. 

The Project works with children, young people and families within their own 
communities, to enable them to participate more fully in decisions which affect 
their lives. Plant Dewi is a registered charity and relies heavily on donations 
from churches and individuals within the diocese to allow it to conduct its 
operations. 

One way to support this important work is by having a “Plant Dewi Box” in your 
home. Members of the household and visitors can be invited to put their small 
change in the box and the contents of all the boxes will be collected by the local 
Plant Dewi Representative and donated to the charity.  

Amounts collected from each box may not be large, but collectively they make a 
worthwhile contribution. If just 50p per week is collected in only 20 boxes, an 
annual total of over £500 is easily achieved. 

If you would be prepared to have a “Plant Dewi House Box” in your home, or if 
you would like more information, please contact your local Plant Dewi 
Representative, Roger Pike at Bryn Heulog, Talley, telephone 01558 685741 or 
by email to rbpike@btinternet.com.  

Several people have been kind enough to have kept a yellow Plant Dewi 
collecting box in their home for the past year or so. The time has come for me 
to collect the money from the boxes and send it off to the Plant Dewi office. 

If you have already given your box to me, please accept my thanks. I hope to 
empty the remaining boxes during January or February.  

If you do not currently have a box, but would be prepared to participate in the 
scheme, please let me know and I will arrange for a box to be supplied.  

Please give this matter your most serious consideration. 

Thank You. 
Roger Pike 
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THE HISTORY OF TOM SMITH 

It was on a trip to Paris in 1840, that an adventurous and forward thinking Tom 
Smith discovered the ‘bon bon’ sugared almond, wrapped in a twist of tissue 
paper. Seven years later this simple idea evolved into the Christmas Cracker. 

By placing a small love motto inside the tissue paper he created enormous 
interest in this product, especially at Christmas, and it was during a search for 
inspiration to achieve even greater sales that he casually threw a log on the fire. 
The crackle sound, made by the burning log, gave him the idea that would 
eventually lead to the crackers that we know and love today. After a great deal 
of hard work and experimentation he came up with a cracking mechanism that 
created a ‘pop’ as the “bon bon” 
wrapping was broken. This 
eventually became the snap and 
the modern cracker was born. 

Over the next few years his idea 
evolved and grew. He moved 
from his original premises in 
Clerkenwell, East London, to 
Finsbury Square, in the City. His 
three sons, Tom, WaIter and 
Henry took over the business 
when he died. Later a drinking 
fountain was erected in Finsbury 
Square by Walter in memory of 
his mother and to commemorate 
the life of the man who invented 
the Christmas Cracker. 

It was WaIter who introduced the 
paper hats into the crackers and he also toured the world to find new and 
unusual ideas for the small gifts that were to be included. 

The company was very aware of current affairs and special crackers were 
created for the Suffragettes, for War Heroes, for Charlie Chaplin, for The 
Coronation and many other great occasions. Exclusive Christmas Crackers 
were also made for the Royal Family and still are to this day. 

(Information taken from a box of Christmas Crackers) 
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WE ARE GOING TO NEED A BIGGER FIELD! 

I was walking back to Talley from Cwmdu after visiting Kate and Edwin 
Arblaster’s wonderful fundraising day; the sun was out, the views a delight, and 
up ahead the sound of machinery. At the field gate just above the “zig-zag” 
bend I stopped to see what was happening and for a moment the world was 50 
years older.  

In a field of oats and peas was an old Gleaner Combine with the driver stood at 
the front. I recalled the old Pathé News, black and white film, of rows of 
combines which looked just like this working their way across fields which 
stretched to the horizon. I seemed to be visiting that scene. In the 1970s I drove 
across Kansas and saw for myself giant wheat fields and the wide horizon – not 
quite the cosy landscape of Wales! 

 

It was in Kansas that the first self propelled Gleaner harvesting machine was 
made in 1923. Gleaning is the name for collecting leftover crops from farmers’ 
fields after they have been harvested or on fields where it is not economically 
profitable to harvest. The company name was inspired by the famous 1857  
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painting by Jean Francois Millets, “The Gleaners”, which showed poor women 
and children removing the bits of grain left in the fields after harvest. It now 
hangs in the Musée d’Orsay in Paris. Allis-Chalmers bought the Gleaner 
company in 1955.  

Huw Davies of Gellicefynrhos owns the field and combines and he gave me a 
chance to see the combine close up. Built in 1966, he bought it for £100 ten 
years ago and keeps it in “as found” condition; a working piece of history in 
Talley.  

I mentioned my recollection of the prairie films to Huw and he told me that there 
are three of these machines in the area and the hope is, one day, to run them 
side by side.  

To misquote the famous line from the film “Jaws” – “you are going to need a 
bigger field” – but where in this valley?  

I know for sure that this could be made into a big local event, because when I 
told my neighbour, a farmer, what I’d seen, he told me he has been waiting for 
ten years to see it working. 

Wyn Edwards 

 

 
 

BOOK REVIEW 

THE GIRL WHO FELL FROM THE SKY  
by SIMON MAWER (May 2012) 

 

“Forward: The French section of the Special Operations Executive 
sent thirty nine women into the field between May 1941 and 
September 1944. Of these, twelve were murdered following their 
capture by the Germans, while one other died of meningitis during 
her mission. The remainder survived the war. Some of these 
women became well known to the public through films and books 
that were written about them. Others remained and remain 
obscure. They were all remarkable.” 
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Marian Sutro is a beautiful young lady, naïve yet brave and clever. She 
considers herself to be both French and English having been raised by a 
French mother and English Father. Schooled in Geneva, bilingual and multi-
cultural, she lives in England at the start of the war. Whilst working in the 
WAAF, (Womens’ Auxiliary Air Force) Marian receives an invitation to attend an 
interview in London. The job is top secret. She should attend the interview out 
of uniform.  

Here she meets Potter, a man who asks her everything about herself while 
revealing almost nothing of the work she is being asked to undertake. Potter 
recognises in Marian a deep love of France and a girl who is ready for 
adventure. 

Is she willing to work over-seas in a position that may be life-threatening? The 
chance of survival is estimated to be 50:50. She must warn her parents that if 
she accepts this job “she will, to all intents and purposes, disappear from their 
lives until it is all over.” Marian accepts without hesitation. 

The first part of this book, entitled ‘England’, follows Marian over the course of 
several months while she undertakes her training. She learns about dead-
drops, explosives, sabotage and surviving capture and interrogation. She learns 
how to kill. Most of all, Marian must learn how to be anonymous. She must 
learn to “say enough to allay people’s curiosity, without ever saying anything 
that awakens it”.  

The second part, ‘France’, begins in the air as Marian prepares to parachute 
into occupied territory in the South West of France. As well as the duties she 
has been trained to undertake, Marian is given an additional secret assignment: 
One that will take her to the most dangerous place of all – Paris.  

This is a beautiful book. Marian is very likeable and the story is instantly 
engaging. This is far more than just a WWII espionage thriller. Mawer knows 
how to write about women and the sub-plot, which deals with Marian’s 
complicated feelings towards two men, adds a human twist that would still be 
relevant today despite the changed circumstances. I felt like I was there with 
Marian and the suspense was good enough to quicken my pulse. This is an 
enjoyable, thought provoking book and I highly recommend it. 

Louise Hunt 
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NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS 

So, 2013 is here. Did you give yourself a New Year’s Resolution? Have you 
broken it yet? 

There is a good reason why we choose 1st January each year to make that 
change. Nothing shouts ‘new start’ like a brand new year. In theory we could 
make the decision to change at any point throughout the year but we are rarely 
as committed to our goals as we are right now.  

So how do we make sure we stick to our resolution? 

1. Make it specific.  
‘I want to lose weight this year’ is vague. ‘I want to lose a stone before 
my summer holiday’ is specific. If you don’t have a definite goal how will 
you know when you have achieved it? Setting a measurable, definite 
goal has been proven to be successful. Of course if your resolution is to 
stop smoking then you have already made quite a specific goal! 

 
2. Make it achievable. 

There are few things more disheartening than failure and by setting an 
unachievable resolution you have already set yourself up to fail. Perhaps 
don’t aim to run a marathon having never run before in your life; aim to 
have completed a 5k or 10k race before the end of the year.  

 
3. Record your progress. 

If you write it down it exists. Use a calendar or diary specifically for this 
purpose (go on: they’ll be half price in the shops soon!). If your resolution 
was, for example, to go to the gym three days a week, give yourself a 
gold star on the days you go. It’s easy to see your progress; it makes you 
accountable and gives you a warm, fuzzy feeling for being so good. 

 
4. Tell people about your resolution 

This is a big one. Tell everybody and make a really big deal out of it. Trust 
me, this really works. It’s far easier to let yourself down than let other 
people down. Last year I gave up chocolate for Lent. If you know me, you 
would realise what a massive commitment this was. I told everyone what I 
planned to do; family, work colleagues, the girl who worked in the local 
Hotel Chocolate shop! When my resolve was bending (by about day four) 
I realised I couldn’t break my vow. I would have been mortified to have 
had to say “I’ve failed”. I regretted telling people because now I was 
committed and you know what? It worked! I was chocolate-free for the 
whole of Lent. 
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5. Make a step by step plan 
This way you can set bite sized goals. This is especially useful in weight 
and fitness related resolutions. If you were the person who wanted to run 
10k by the end of the year, you might say you want to be able to run a 
mile before the end of January. A goal like this seems far less daunting 
and much more achievable. 

 
6. Seek help if you need it 

There has never been so much support out there. Phone the NHS 
‘Smoking Support’ line, buy a fitness DVD, join an online community, 
sign up to Weightwatchers. You don’t have to do this alone. 

 
7. Reward yourself 

Hopefully you will achieve your goals and that will be reward enough in 
itself, but along the way you might need a bit of motivation. In your step 
by step plan, include some rewards. Just don’t eat a whole chocolate 
cake to reward yourself for losing 3lbs. 

Louise Hunt 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM EBENEZER APOSTOLIC CHURCH 

A new year always brings with it new thoughts and innovative ideas that spring 
to our minds and hearts. We start the year with good intentions and make great 
plans. However, these can go awry quite quickly and it can become difficult to 
focus on our original goals. It is good to have discipline in our lives and to form 
good habits that keep us going in the right direction. Why not start reading your 
bible regularly? You don’t have to read much – just start at the beginning but 
read daily. Form that habit! Start by reading about the creation in Genesis 
chapter 1 – it is a riveting read! Verse 31 “God saw all that he had made, and it 
was very good.” 

If you want to discover more about the bible and its wonderful stories, please 
come along and have fellowship with us at Ebenezer, Halfway. We have a 
Praise & Communion Service at 10.30 a.m. and a Gospel Service at 5.00 p.m. 
every Sunday. Find us on the Talley Road between Llandeilo and Talley. Post 
code –SA19 7YA. For further information, telephone Pastor Eric Horley on 
01269 593214.  

Angie Davies 
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SOME BUTTERFLIES SEEN IN WALES   (Part 4) 

MARSH FRITILLARY Euphydryas aurinia 

With only low, short flights this butterfly cannot 
cross hedges, walls, rivers etc. It is now only found 
in west Wales and south-west England. 

Family Nymphalidae 

Male Wingspan 30 – 42 mm 

Female Wingspan 40 – 50 mm  

Butterflies seen May and June 

Habitat Moorland, damp meadows 

Butterfly food Dandelion, knapweed, thistle 

Caterpillar food Dandelion, Clover 

Population trend Decreasing rapidly 

Similar species None  

 

BROWN ARGUS Aricia agestis 

Although technically a “blue”, the Brown Argus has 
no blue colouring, but has a blue sheen in certain 
lights. The topside of the wings has orange spots. 

Family Lycaenidae 

Male Wingspan 25 – 31 mm 

Female Wingspan 27 – 33 mm  

Butterflies seen June, July and August 

Habitat Heathland, woodland 

Butterfly food Marjoram, ragwort, clover 

Caterpillar food Rock-roses, thyme 

Population trend Slowly increasing 

Similar species Common Blue, Holly Blue  
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COMMON BLUE Polyommatus icarus 

While the male has bright blue uppersides, the 
female is primarily brown, with a highly variable 
amount of blue. 

Family Lycaenidae 

Male Wingspan 29 – 36 mm 

Female Wingspan 30 – 40 mm  

Butterflies seen June, July and August 

Habitat Waste ground, downland 

Butterfly food Thistle, marjoram, knapweed 

Caterpillar food Bird’s-foot trefoil, clover 

Population trend Stable 

Similar species Holly Blue, Brown Argus 

 

 
HOLLY BLUE Celastrina argiolus 

This species is renowned for fluctuating wildly in 
numbers from year to year. The female has black 
borders to her wings – the male has white. 

Family Lycaenidae 

Male Wingspan 26 – 34 mm 

Female Wingspan 28 – 36 mm  

Butterflies seen May to August 

Habitat Gardens, churchyards, woods 

Butterfly food Holly, bramble, privet, thistles 

Caterpillar food Holly, ivy 

Population trend Increasing 

Similar species Common Blue, Brown Argus  
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DINGY SKIPPER Erynnis tages 

Despite a subtle pattern of brown and grey, this 
butterfly has a drab appearance. It is becoming 
more rare in the UK. 

Family Hesperiidae 

Male Wingspan 27 – 34 mm 

Female Wingspan 27 – 35 mm  

Butterflies seen May 

Habitat Warm south-facing hillsides 

Butterfly food Bird’s-foot trefoil, vetches 

Caterpillar food Any green leaf 

Population trend Decreasing 

Similar species None 

 

 
SPECKLED WOOD Pararge aegeria 

A shade-loving butterfly whose colours vary across 
the UK. In Wales it has brown wings with yellow 
spots; further north the spots are white. 

Family Nymphalidae 

Male Wingspan 46 – 52 mm 

Female Wingspan 48 – 56 mm  

Butterflies seen April to September 

Habitat Woodland, Shady gardens 

Butterfly food Brambles, Dandelion, Privet 

Caterpillar food Grasses 

Population trend Increasing rapidly 

Similar species None  
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SILVER-WASHED FRITILLARY Argynnis paphia 

The largest Fritillary with silver streaks on the 
underside of the wings. Females are paler than 
males with rounder wings & more-prominent spots. 

Family Nymphalidae 

Male Wingspan 69 – 76 mm 

Female Wingspan 73 – 80 mm 

 

Butterflies seen June, July & August 

Habitat Woodlands 

Butterfly food Brambles, thistles, knapweed 

Caterpillar food Dog violet 

Population trend Decreasing 

Similar species Dark Green Fritillary 

 

 

DARK GREEN FRITILLARY Argynnis aglaja 

The most widespread fritillary in the UK, with a 
greenish hue speckled with large silver spots. They 
flit from flower to flower very rapidly. 

Family Nymphalidae 

Male Wingspan 58 – 68 mm 

Female Wingspan 60 – 70 mm  

Butterflies seen June, July and August 

Habitat Open, windswept grassland 

Butterfly food Thistles, knapweed  

Caterpillar food Knapweed 

Population trend Increasing rapidly 

Similar species Silver-washed Fritillary 
 

Wildlife Willie (with help from Butterfly Conservation) 
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BLACK AND BLUE 

No, this is not an article about pugilism and yes, it does have some relevance to 
Talley! 

Earlier this year I was in Australia visiting relatives who live near Sydney and 
the cousin I stayed with bears the Rees family name which originated in Talley. 
Whilst pondering on my trip since my return (and wishing I was still there given 
our appalling weather!) certain similarities and indeed differences occurred to 
me as follows. 

To begin with, both Rees families live (or lived) close to mountains, hence the 
title of this piece – the Black and Blue Mountains. The last children in Talley 
before the Rees family decamped to London were two boys and a girl, Peter, 
Joshua and Mary. The latest generation in Australia are also two boys and a 
girl, Tom, Justin and Brianna. The former lived within sight of the Black 
Mountains and the latter with the Blue Mountains as neighbours. 

These two beautiful places are very different in size and area as the highest 
point of the Black Mountains is 811metres and the Blue Mountains top spot is 
1215 metres. The Australian terrain stretches over 1 million hectares (whatever 
that means), but they are both made of ancient sandstone. Despite the 
similarity underneath, their surface appearance could hardly be more of a 
contrast. The Black Mountains, which is a general name covering many hills, 
have, I hope you will agree, a stark beauty with bare dramatic uplands 
interlaced with little streams and owe much of their form to glaciation although 
not covered by the main sheet of the ice age, but a locally generated Welsh one 
I understand. The Blue Mountains are in fact a vast sandstone plateau which 
has been deeply dissected by rivers, creating escarpments and gorges, some 
740 metres deep. The whole area is covered with a Eucalyptus forest and the 
leaves produce tiny oil droplets that scatter light rays, producing the blue haze 
which gave rise to the name. Before it became the Blue Mountains, in 1788, 
part of the area was called the Carmarthen Hills! 

There is evidence that nomadic hunters roamed the Black Mountains before 
and after the ice age, followed by farmers, miners etc., and when my distant 
ancestors were living in Talley in 1770, Captain James Cook was charting the 
east coast of Australia. The colony of Sydney was established in 1788 but the 
Blue Mountains were not crossed until 1813 and the first road, the Bathurst 
highway, was built in 1814. However the area has been inhabited by Aboriginal 
people for millennia. 

Although the Blue Mountains are higher than the Black and their climate varies  
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between the top of the plateau and the valleys, they are warmer and drier than 
their Welsh counterparts. They also average about five days of snow a year 
and as we know, the Black Mountains often have a little more! 

As befits two such ancient areas, they both have their legends. The Black 
Mountains have ‘The Lady of the Lake’ and ‘The Sleeping Giant of Cribath’ and 
the Blue Mountains have ‘The Three Sisters’. These are three spectacular 
limestone stacks, standing out against the Eucalyptus forest which are reputed 
to be sisters turned into stone in an Aboriginal legend. 

Peter Rees, my Great Grandfather, who was born in Talley in 1855, travelled to 
London as a young man, where he became a successful tailor and raised a 
family. How amazing to think that his great, great, great grandchildren now live 
beside the Blue Mountains on the other side of the world, 157 years later, and 
how wonderful that I have been able to visit, photograph and write about these 
two beautiful areas – Black and Blue! 

Rita Buttler 

 

POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER 

The first Police and Crime Commissioner elections were held in most police 
areas in England and Wales (outside London) on Thursday 15 November 2012. 
The direct election of Police and Crime Commissioners (PCCs – not to be 
confused with Parochial Church Councils, also known as PCCs) was originally 
scheduled for May but was postponed in order to secure the passage of the 
Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act through the House of Lords. The 
Government considers that elected Commissioners will have a stronger 
mandate than the “unelected and invisible police authorities that they replace”. 

Our area is policed by Dyfed Powys Police, the largest police area in England 
and Wales, but despite this it was the first area in Wales to declare the results 
of the election. With just two candidates, the voting system was ‘first past the 
post’. A total of 67,572 votes were cast (representing a turnout of 16.4%), but 
only 64,660 were valid, meaning a total of 2,912 ballot papers were spoilt – 
4.5% of the total votes cast. The Wales average turnout 14.9%. 

Christopher Salmon (Conservative) won with a majority of 1,114 over the 
former Welsh Assembly Agriculture Minister, Christine Gwyther (Labour) and so 
becomes the first PCC for Dyfed Powys Police. He will serve for four years, 
after which fresh elections will be held. 
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AVIAN POX AND GREAT TITS 

Avian pox is a skin disease that usually infects birds such as house sparrows, 
dunnocks and starlings, but recently one particular strain of the pox virus has 
been found to infect great tits in the UK. Birds infected by the avian pox virus 
often have large unsightly growths and lesions on their faces. In the case of 
great tits, it causes large growths on the birds’ beaks and eyes. More often that 
not, the infection is fatal. 

In great tits, the disease was first found in south-east England in 2006, but has 
spread rapidly around the country. The strain is thought to have originated in 
Scandinavia or Central Europe and was probably carried across the Channel by 
biting insects, such as mosquitoes. Although the disease can pass from bird to 
bird, scientists do not think that great tits carried it into the country because the 
birds do not migrate across the English Channel. 

Researchers from the University of Oxford have charted the movement of the 
disease across the country. Since it arrived, it has spread across central 
England to Wales and some cases are now suspected in Scotland. They found 
that a range of tit species can catch the virus, but great tits are the most 
susceptible. This new strain of Avian Pox significantly reduces the survival of 
wild great tits and has a significant effect on the survival of juvenile birds.  

However, the researchers found that some birds were able to recover from an 
infection, particularly if their source of food was clean and reliable. Because the 
disease can spread between birds and possibly through contaminated surfaces, 
the British Trust for Ornithology recommend that people who put out seeds and 
nuts for wild birds should keep their feeding stations and feeders clean to stop 
the virus spreading. This can best be achieved by discarding stale food, 
cleaning, rinsing and then air drying bird tables and feeders at least once a 
fortnight. 

Scientists stress that the virus cannot pass from birds to humans. 

Avian pox is not the only new disease that is having an impact on garden birds. 
In 2005, a disease called trichomonosis, which is caused by a parasite, was 
discovered in finches in the UK. It has since spread throughout the country and 
has also been reported in the Republic of Ireland. Greenfinches have been 
worst affected. The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds estimate that about 
1½ million breeding birds have been lost and the number of greenfinches 
visiting gardens has declined by about 50% in recent years. It is too early to say 
what effect Avian pox will have on the great tit population of the UK.  

Roger Pike 
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NEWS ABOUT TREES 

There are currently two diseases that are infecting trees in our part of Wales. 
Forestry Commission Wales are at present formulating plans to deal with them. 
The trees mainly affected by the two outbreaks are Ash and Japanese Larch, 
although some other shrubs, such as rhododendron, viburnum and pieris are 
also at risk. 

 

ASH DIEBACK 

The fungus that causes ash dieback was first identified in 2006 and named 
Chalara fraxinea in 2009. It is an asexual fungus which results in a disease 
characterised by leaf loss and crown dieback in infected trees. Believed to have 
originated in Asia, where ash trees are immune to the disease, it was 
discovered in Poland when trees began to be infected. The fungus grows 
during the summer on the dead leaves of ash trees and is spread by the wind. It 
is entrenched in mainland Europe and has now reached the United Kingdom. 

Trees now believed to have been infected with this pathogen were reported 
dying in large numbers in Scandinavia, the Czech Republic, Slovenia, 
Germany, Austria and Switzerland. By 2012 it had spread to Belgium, France, 
Hungary, Italy, the Netherlands, Romania, Russia, Britain and Ireland. There 
are few official figures available, but the disease has caused a large-scale 
decline of ash trees. In 2010 an estimate stated that 80-90% of ash trees in 
Denmark were affected and all may eventually disappear. 

So far the fungus has mainly affected the European ash (Fraxinus excelsior), 
but it is also known to attack the Narrow-leafed ash (Fraxinus angustifolia) and 
the Manna ash (Fraxinus ornus), although this is less susceptible than the other 
European ash species.  

Initially, small spots appear on stems and branches. These lesions then 
enlarge, resulting in wilting, dieback of branches and, particularly, in the death 
of the top of the crown. The disease is often chronic but can be lethal, 
particularly in young ash plants, killing them within one growing season of the 
symptoms becoming visible. Older trees can survive initial attacks, but tend to 
succumb eventually after several seasons of infection. The disease can be 
confused with a similar disorder which has been known for many years and is 
widespread in the UK. This disorder causes crown dieback in mature trees. The 
cause is unknown but it is thought to be a mainly physical rather than biological 
condition  
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There are currently no effective strategies for managing the disease, and most 
countries which have tried to control its spread have failed. The removal of 
trees in infected areas has little effect as the fungus lives and grows on leaf 
litter on the forest floor. One approach to managing the disease may be to take 
branches from resistant trees and graft them to rootstock to produce seeds of 
resistant species in a controlled environment. However, the process of restoring 
the ash tree population across Europe with resistant trees is likely to take 
decades. 

Ash dieback in the United Kingdom 

The fungus was first found in Britain during February 2012 at sites that had 
received saplings from nurseries in the previous five years. A ban on imports of 
ash from other European countries was imposed in October 2012 after infected 
trees were found in established woodland. There are fears that the ban might 
not be sufficient to stop the progression of the disease and that a large 
proportion of the 80 million ash trees in the UK could become infected. By 
October 2012 over 100,000 nursery trees and saplings had already been 
destroyed in Britain.  

In November 2012 the United Kingdom Government unveiled its strategy for 
managing the outbreak. The focus would be on slowing the spread of the 
disease. Young and newly planted trees with the disease would be destroyed; 
however, mature trees would not be removed because of the implications for 
wildlife that depend on the trees for their natural habitat. The strategy objectives 
will be: 

• Reduce the rate of spread of the disease, 

• Develop resistance to the disease in the native UK ash tree population, 

• Encourage the public and landowners to help monitor trees for signs of 
ash dieback. 

 

DISEASE IN LARCH TREES 

Phytophthora ramorum is fungus-like pathogen that causes the disease 
known as “sudden oak death” in the USA. However, the American nickname is 
a misnomer in Britain, where tests have shown that our two native species of 
oak are much more resistant to Phytophthora ramorum than their American 
cousins. Less than five native oak trees have been infected in Britain, but the 
fungus has infected other trees and shrubs in the UK, including rhododendron, 
viburnum, pieris and Japanese larch (Larix kaempferi). Phytophthora ramorum 
has not been found infecting any European larch or hybrid larch trees, which  
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are the other two species of larch grown in Britain, but these are being kept 
under close surveillance. The disease was found on Japanese larch trees in 
South West England in 2009 and a year later outbreaks were discovered near 
Port Talbot, near Bridgend and in the Vale of Glamorgan. The spores can be 
spread on footwear, vehicle wheels, tools and machinery that have been used 
in infected forests, or by the movement of infected plants. It can also be spread 
in rain, mists and air currents and many believe this is the most likely way in 
which the infections from South West England spread to South Wales. 

On Japanese larch trees, the disease causes shoot tips to wilt and needles to 
turn black and fall prematurely. Numerous cankers that bleed resin can appear 
on the branches and upper trunk. Infected Japanese larch trees produce 
particularly high numbers of the spores that spread the disease – five times the 
level produced on rhododendron, for example – meaning the disease can 
quickly affect a large number of trees and shrubs.  

Forestry Commission Wales’ experts are working to contain the outbreak in 
Japanese larch trees in South Wales. So far in Wales, it has only been found in 
woodland that is managed by Forestry Commission Wales on behalf of the 
Welsh Assembly Government, but as more surveys are undertaken it is likely 
that the infection has spread more widely. Until last year, fewer than 100 trees 
had been infected in Britain since Phytophthora ramorum was first identified 
here on a viburnum plant in a nursery in 2002. Since then, it has mostly 
affected shrub species such as rhododendron, viburnum and bilberry, an 
ecologically important ground-cover plant common in British woodlands and 
heath land. 

The discovery of the disease on Japanese larch in South West England in 2009 
was the first time in the world that a commercially grown conifer species had 
been found with the infection. Acting on scientific advice, Forestry Commission 
England instigated a programme of felling infected trees and introducing a 
range of biosecurity measures. A similar programme of actions is now 
underway in Wales, with biosecurity measures in place to minimise the spread 
of infection in soil or on larch needles, people, vehicles, equipment and timber. 

Extensive felling of affected larch trees in South Wales is about to begin and 
Forestry Commission Wales is working with timber processors and others to 
ensure strict biosecurity measures are put in place to allow logs from the 
infected trees to be taken to mills for conversion into timber. Very few control 
mechanisms exist for the disease; they rely upon early detection and proper 
disposal of infected plant material. 

Roger Pike 
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THE NEWSLETTER 

For Y Llychau to have a future, more contributions from readers are needed! 
Please consider writing an article for inclusion in one or more future issues. It 
can be on almost any topic, but we especially appreciate pieces relevant to the 
Talley area or that are related to contemporary subjects of general interest. 

Please submit your article(s) for publication in the Newsletter by post or e-mail 
to the address below. If you have any constructive comments or practical 
suggestions to make concerning the contents of the Newsletter, these will be 
most welcome.  

Roger Pike 
Newsletter Team Chairman 

Bryn Heulog, Talley, Llandeilo, SA19 7YH 

Tel:  01558 685741 

e-mail:   rbpike@btinternet.com 
 
 

 

THE NEXT ISSUE 

Intended Publication Date – Friday 1st March 2013 

Copy Dates  –  Please submit all items for inclusion in the next issue 

                         as soon as possible & BEFORE the dates below 
 

For contributions written in one language (either English or Welsh)  

  Thursday  24th January  2013 (to allow time for translation) 

 

For contributions written in both languages (English and Welsh) 

  Thursday  31st  January  2013. 

 

 

HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 
 

BLWYDDYN  NEWYDD  DDA 
 


