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FREE                                   AM DDIM 

 

A  NEWSLETTER  FOR  TALLEY 
&  THE  SURROUNDING  AREA 

Issue 1                November 2006 
Rhif 1                 Tachwedd 2006 

 
 

W E L C O M E    /    C R O E S O 
Welcome to the first edition of this Newsletter. It has been produced to 
provide local residents with information about forthcoming activities in the 
area and to provide articles of general interest. Among other things, future 
issues will report on recent functions and events held in the neighbourhood 
and will contain historical items relevant to our community. Local 
organisations are invited to contribute to the contents to ensure widespread 
involvement in the project. 
 

This Newsletter has been produced by the Parochial Church Council 
of St Michael & All Angels, Talley, for free distribution locally. 
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ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER 

The Parochial Church Council (PCC) of St Michael & All Angels, Talley, 
decided recently that there was a need for a newsletter in this area, so 
they appointed a small sub-committee, known as the “Newsletter 
Team”, to investigate the possibility of a suitable publication. As a result 
of their deliberations, it was decided that a small newsletter should be 
produced bi-monthly in January, March, May, July, September & 
November and would be available free of charge to any local resident 
wishing a copy. This is the first edition. 

PLANS FOR FUTURE ISSUES 

Although produced by Talley PCC, the contents of the newsletter are 
intended to address the needs of the whole community, not just those of 
the church, and so will include a variety of articles (hopefully of general 
interest) as well as details of forthcoming local events. It is hoped that 
future issues will include details of the activities of many of the local 
organisations. If you are a member of such an organisation and would 
like to contribute to future editions, please contact the chairman of the 
“Newsletter Team” (see back page). It is also hoped that individuals 
might like to contribute by writing articles on any suitable subject of their 
choice. These should be submitted to the chairman for inclusion in future 
issues. 

We have been able to include a few articles in Welsh in this edition, but 
would like more in the future. The long-term aim is to have a newsletter 
that contains every article in both Welsh and English. To achieve this, it 
will be necessary to recruit volunteers who would be prepared to 
translate. It you would like to help in this way, please contact the 
chairman as soon as you can. 

TITLE COMPETITION 

You will have spotted that there is a blank box at the top of page 1. This 
is because we require a title for the Newsletter. If you have a suggestion 
for a suitable title, please send it (together with your name and contact 
details) to the chairman. The title should ideally be short, in either 
English or Welsh, and preferably have a local connection to stress that 
the newsletter is produced locally for the benefit of the local community.  

The winning submission will attract a £10 cash prize. 
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THE VICAR WRITES 

There are how many more shopping days left until …..?  is a question 
many of us are not asking but somehow someone on radio, television, or 
in my case, on the supermarket checkout in mid-September, will answer 
anyway. Christmas arrives earlier and earlier each year. Mince pies are 
on the shelves even while retailers are building up for Halloween. Since 
Christmas is the Church’s thing, you’d think its official reps like me 
would be glad of all this advance publicity – but quite the opposite. I 
want to make a plea for Advent.  

Advent, the four weeks leading up to Christmas, is a time for preparing 
to celebrate the birth of Jesus. It has traditionally been a time to fast. Not 
that the Church is against feasting. Throughout the world, religion, 
feasting and festivals are inextricably linked. When Christianity spread 
from Palestine to Europe, it took over the feasts and festivals it found 
there. The meanings were changed but the celebrations continued. The 
midwinter festival became the feast of Jesus’ birth starting at sunset on 
the 24

th
 December and continuing for 12 days. But the Church prepares 

for its feasting with a time of fasting: Lent before Easter and Advent 
before Christmas. So, put off the Christmas parties a little longer or 
consider giving something up and you might just find that this year you 
can greet Christmas with appreciation and joy rather than with 
weariness. 

Revd Joanna Penberthy, Vicar of Talley 

 
 

ESGAIRNANT CHAPEL  1806 – 2006  

 

Esgairnant Chapel are celebrating their 200th anniversary 
with a special service, to which you are all invited, 

on 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17th, 2006 

at 
6.00 pm. 

Guest Preacher – Revd Casi M Jones B.A.  B.D. 
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THE TALLEY COMMUNITY WEBSITE 

Plans are well advanced for the launch of a new Talley Community 
Website. We hope to provide more details in the next newsletter, 
including intended contents and how you can contribute. Once 
established, the website will provide up-to-date information about the 
area and its activities, supported by regular issues of this Newsletter. 
 

UNDEB AMAETHWYR CYMRU  

Ffurfiwyd Undeb Amaethwyr Cymru (UAC) ym 
1955 ar ôl cyfarfod a drefnwyd gan nifer o 
ffermwyr a oedd o’r farn nad oedd eu sefyllfa 
amaethyddol arbennig hwy yn cael y sylw 
teilwng gan yr NFU, Undeb Amaethwyr 
Cenedlaethol, o’l gymharu â’r sylw a roddwyd i 
ffermwyr mawr Cymru a barwniaid grawn De-
ddwyrain Lloegr, 

Yr oedd ar y fferm deuluol fechan angen undeb a oedd yn deall eu 
anghenion ac a gydymdeimlai â hi ac fe ffurfiwyd undeb arbennig sef 
Undeb Amaethwyr Cymru gan grwp o ddynion dewr megis J B Evans, 
Ysgrifennydd cyntaf Undeb Amaethwyr Cymru, Ifor Davies, Llewelyn 
Bebb ac eraill. Achosodd hyn helynt ofnadwy ar y pryd, gyda’r NFU yn 
gwatwar yr achlysur hanesyddol hwn gan ddweud y gwelai Undeb 
Amaethwyr Cymru ffolineb eu penderfyniad a dychwelyd at yr NFU. Yn y 
papurau dyddiol gwelwyd cartwn yn dangos buwch a gynrychiolai yr 
NFU a llo yn galw ar ei fam yn cynrychioli UAC. Ysywaeth, ni 
ddychwelodd y llo at ei fam. 

Mae gan UAC, sydd erbyn hyn yn bumdeg un mlwydd oed, statws 
swyddogol gan ddelio yn uniongyrchol gyda’r Llywodraeth a’r Undeb 
Ewropeaidd. Diflannodd y gystadleuaeth rhwng yr undebau; bellach 
dangosir parch gan y naill ochr at y lIall. 

Cyferfydd pwyllgorau gan yr Undeb l drafod pob agwedd ar 
amaethyddiaeth gan gynnwys lIaeth, cig eidion, defaid, y bwrdd gwIan 
ffermydd mynydd, twristiaeth ayb. Cynhyrchir papur misol o’r enw Y Tir 
Welsh Farmer – sy’n cynnig gwybodaeth ar nifer o faterion y dydd yn y 
byd amaethyddol. 

John James 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF TALLEY WOODLANDS  

                                       by Stephen Upson 
(Part 1) 

The possibility of community ownership of the Talley Woodlands was 
first raised in a submission to Talley Community Council in 1977 by Mr. 
Colin Cooper, then living at Talley House. At that time the forestry 
known as Allt y Plas and Allt yr Arian, together with Allt Parc y Dilfa and 
other woodlands in the Talley area, had been put up for sale by Forestry 
Commission Wales (FCW) as mature woodland and, if bought 
commercially, would almost certainly have been clear felled. 

In December 1977 the Community Council wrote to FCW Regional Land 
Agent to express an interest and, following a positive response, passed 
investigation of the practical possibility of community ownership to the 
newly formed Talley Community Association (TCA). With the help and 
guidance of Antur Cwm Taf (ACT), engaged by the Carmarthenshire. 
County Council (CCC) to assist communities in such activities, funding 
was obtained from CCC for a feasibility study to be carried out to explore 
all aspects of possible purchase. 

It should be noted that at this time the County administration was 
undergoing dramatic changes with the replacement of the old Dyfed, 
Dinefwr and Carmarthen County Boroughs by the new Carmarthenshire 
Unitary Authority, bringing new possibilities for community involvement 
in accessing funding not previously available. The assistance of 
experienced facilitators, such as ACT was vital at this time in negotiating 
the administrative path to successful completion of the woodland project. 

At this time ACT, under the chairmanship of Mr. Wyn Williams, a widely 
respected advocate of community enterprise, was operating to the west 
of Carmarthenshire and negotiating with the County to operate in the 
eastern areas which included Talley, after which they became Antur 
Cwm Taf Towy (ACTT). Sadly Mr Williams died suddenly before the 
woodland project was completed.  

In August 1998 ACTT commissioned a feasibility study and together 
with the inclusion of reports by Archaeoleg Cambria Archaeology and 
West Wales Wildlife Trust, the ‘Talley Historic Landscape and 
Community Project’ was finally produced in July 2000. 

This study investigated the possibility of the purchase of the woodlands 
from FCW and their management by the community also, as there was  
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at that time no viable access for maintenance, the purchase of Cae 
Porth Selu and adjacent fields. This was obviously a far more ambitious 
proposal than that which eventually evolved. 

Following a presentation (based on this study) to the community an 
application was made to the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) for funding. 
Despite an initially positive acknowledgement it became obvious after 
some months that approval would not be received before a sale 
deadline set by FCW expired. It was therefore proposed by the then 
Chairman of ACTT, that the Welsh Development Agency (WDA) 
purchase and hold the woodland and fields for the TCA until lottery 
funding became available. This was accepted by the WDA land agent, 
but before purchase of the woodland was completed the FCW withdrew 
their offer of sale and proposed as an alternative a joint initiative 
between the community and FCW. 

At this stage WDA owned the land (approx 20 Hectares) and FCW the 
woodland (approx 40 Hectares), and it became apparent when the HLF 
rejected our application for funding that political considerations would 
affect the community’s plans.  

(To find out what happened next, read Part 2 in the next Newsletter). 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH HALL 

Talley Church Hall, 
sometimes known as the 
Old Schoolroom, has 
served the community for 
well over a hundred 
years. Now newly 
restored, the hall is 
available for the village to 
use once again. 

As well as being utilised by the church for meetings and other functions, 
the hall is already being used by a Yoga Group, a Keep Fit class, the 
local History Society and the Ladies’ Group. 

The church has restored the hall for the benefit of the community. 
Anyone wishing to use it should contact John Walford, Rhoslyn, Talley, 
telephone number: 01558 685744. 
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Because of the lack of articles in Welsh in this first edition, two Welsh Learners 
have been kind enough to contribute. Thanks to you both. 

YN YR ARDD 

Tymor yr hydref yw e. Mae’n driste i rai pobl, achos bod yr haf wedi 
gorffen, ond i mi mae e’n dymor prydferth.  Rydym yn lwcus iawn yn 
Nhalyllychau. Mae coed ymhobman gyda ni a maen nhw’n dechrau troi 
yn lliwgar iawn - aur, oren a choch. Mae’r golau weithiau yn glir ac yn 
feddal, ac yn pob twll a chornel, mae’r pennau hadau yn disgleirio yn yr 
haul. 

Mae lliw eto yn yr ardd gyda dahlias, michelmas daisies a hefyd 
Cosmos; blodau sy’n rhoi lliw tan i ni gael y rhew cyntaf - weithiau trwy 
Tachwedd tasen ni’n lwcus iawn. 

Hen bryd i osod hadau Pys Pêr. Tasen ni ’n eu plannu nhw nawr, 
bydden nhw yn gryf ac yn barod i dyfu yn gyflym yn y Gwanwyn; gellir 
eu cadw mewn ffram oer, ty gwydr neu yn glos i waliau ‘r tý. 

Amser perffaith hefyd i blannu bylbiau, garlleg a hadau ffa i gael crop yn 
gynnar yn yr Haf nesa. 

Shelley Pike (sy’n dysgu Cymraeg) 

 

DYDD AFALAU CWMDU 

Dydd Sadwrn, 7th mis Hydref, roedd Dydd Afalau Cwmdu blynyddol. 
Roedd Paul Davies a Henry Fergussen-Thomas yn adnabod afalau a 
rhoion nhw wybodaeth am dyfu afalau. Roedd arddangosfa gwasgu 
afalau a roedd coed afalau ar werth. Hefyd, roedd dowcio afalau a 
chystadleuaeth am croen afal hiraf – Peter Jones oedd yr enillydd. 
Roedd te Cymreig yn y dafarn, a llawer o seidr i yfed! 

Roedd cystadleuaeth coginio afalau. Yr enillwyr oedd: Magaret Jenkins, 
Capel Hir, Cwmdu (cyntaf) a Lynne Davies, Dolau Hirion, Capel Isaac 
(ail a trydydd). Hefyd roedd cystadleuaeth ffotograffiaeth o adeiladau o 
fewn deg milltir o Gwmdu. Enillwyr yn adran yr oedolion: Celia Parsons, 
Pen y Graig, Talyllychau (cyntaf), Julie Fletcher, Yr Hen Feudy, 
Talyllychau (ail) a Carol Jones, Abbey View, Talyllychau (trydydd). 
Enillwyr yn adran y plant: John Haines, Yr Hen Feudy, Talyllychau 
(cyntaf) a Angus Stewart, Plas, Talyllychau (ail a trydydd). Y beirniad 
oedd Bernard Viney. 

Roedd y dydd yn wych, a dw i’n edrych ymlaen i’r flwyddyn nesa! 

Jessica Gregory (sy’n dysgu Cymraeg) 
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CHILDREN’S PAGE 

     2 1   

9 7   6   2  

 8       4 

   5  6 3   

 6   8   4  

  2 4  1    

3       7  

 9   4   6 8 

SUDOKU 

  Complete the grid by 
placing one number 
between 1 and 9 in the 
empty boxes such that 
every horizontal row, 
every vertical column 
and each 9-box square 
contains all the digits 
from 1 to 9 inclusive 
 
Send your solution to 

Roger Pike 
at, Bryn Heulog, Talley, 
before December 1

st
. 

including your name 
and contact details.   5 9      

All correct solutions will be entered into a prize draw. The winner will be 

chosen at the Christmas Fair on December 6
th.    £5 PRIZE. 

 

RIDDLES TO ASK YOUR FRIENDS 

Q:  If a plane crashed on the border of England and Wales, where 
would they bury the survivors? 

A:  You don’t bury survivors. 

Q:  You’re a bus driver. At the first stop 4 people get on. At the 
second stop 8 people get on, at the third stop 2 people get off and 
at the forth stop everyone got off. The question is “what colour 
are the bus driver’s eyes?” 

A:  The same as yours, you’re the bus driver. 

Q:  David’s father has three sons : Snap, Crackle and _____ ? 
A:  David. 

Q:  A cowboy rode to an inn on Friday. He stayed two nights and left 
on Friday. How could that be?  

A:  His horse was called Friday. 

 

 



Talley Newsletter 

- 9 - 

REMEMBRANCE 

On Remembrance Sunday it is fitting that we 
remember the young men from this parish who 
lost their lives in the First World War. Two of these 
men were brothers; Thomas Evans (Tom) and 
John Talley Evans (Jack) of Old Halfway Talley, 
now known as Dolwerdd. They were Janet James’ 
uncles – her mother’s brothers. 

Tom was a Gunner in the Royal Field Artillery and 
Jack a Lance Sergeant in the 2

nd
 battalion of the 

Royal Welch Fusiliers. They were both university 
students – Tom at Glasgow University and Jack at 

the University College of Wales, Cardiff, when they were called up to 
fight. 

In the terrible battlefields of France, Jack was the first of the brothers to 
lose his life. The leaders of the British forces began an offensive on the 
river Somme, lasting many months, and Jack was killed in the Battle of 
the Somme which commenced on July 16th, 1916. He died on 
November 7

th
, 1916, aged 23 years but his body was never found. His 

name is recorded on the impressive memorial at Thiepval for the 73,000 
men killed at the Battle of the Somme and who have no known grave. 

Tom died of his wounds as a prisoner of war on April 28th, 1918. He 
was 29 years old. He was buried in the military extension of the 
cemetery in the small town of Roisel, about six miles east of Peronne on 
the river Somme. 

This year marks the 90
th
 anniversary of the Battle of the Somme and in 

July, John, Janet and Catrin James visited the battlefields and 
cemeteries. They were able to visit Tom’s grave at Roisel for the first 
time and later in the day they found Jack’s name on the Thiepval 
memorial. 

Janet James 

Please support the 

CHRISTMAS   FAIR 
on 

Wednesday,  December  6th  
from  7.00pm  at  

the  Edwinsford  Arms,  Talley. 
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THE TALLEY LADIES’ GROUP 

In 2004 Jean Davies thought it would be a good idea if the ladies of the 
village got together on a regular basis for friendship and to share their 
skills, and so the Ladies’ Group was formed. Very soon after that, they 
decided to make kneelers for the church and eighty have now been 
completed, with the help of two gentlemen and ladies from Inner Wheel. 

We are grateful to the Edwinsford Arms for the free use of the room in 
which we used to gather, however, we have now moved our meetings to 
the Church Hall where the light is brighter. We meet on the first Monday 
each month at 7.30pm and are always happy to welcome new members.  

Further information is available from Nansi Walford, Rhoslyn, Talley. 
Telephone 01558 685744. E-mail nansiwalford@onetel.com 
 

FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF TALLEY 

My wife Shelley and I moved to Talley eighteen months ago. Once we 
had settled into our new home, we were delighted to discover just how 
many activities and organisations exist in the area. Talley really has a 
very active community. I suspect this is in no small part due to the 
friendly nature of the local inhabitants. When I’m out walking our dogs, I 
am always surprised at the number of people who wave or speak to me. 
When people ask “how are you?” it is because they genuinely want to 
know and always listen to the response, unlike many areas in England 
where the question is asked out of habit rather than interest. We have 
found many examples of this friendly, welcoming attitude. Not only did 
the Vicar and congregation of St Michael’s make us feel at home right 
from our first visit to the church, they even extended their hospitality by 
inviting me to become the secretary of the Parochial Church Council.  

Another thing that has impressed us in the short time we have been in 
the area, is the obvious pride that residents take in their village, There is 
a lack of litter left in the roads; notices or signs are not defaced with 
graffiti; cars are not parked indiscriminately to block walkways and 
private property is not vandalised.  

There is only one opportunity to make a good first impression and the 
people of Talley did not squander it. I would like to thank you all for the 
kind welcome that has been extended to us and for all the help that has 
been so generously given to help us settle in our new home.  

Roger Pike 
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CHURCH SERVICES 

ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS, TALLEY 

Thursday November 2nd 10.00am Holy Communion (E) 

Sunday November 5th 10.00am Family Service (B)   

Thursday November 9th 10.00am Holy Communion (E) 

Sunday November 12th 10.00am Holy Communion with 
Act of Remembrance 

Thursday November 16th 10.00am Holy Communion (E) 

Sunday November 19th 10.00am Matins 

Thursday November 23rd 10.00am Holy Communion (E) 

Sunday November 26th 10.00am 
  2.30pm 

Holy Communion (B) 
Evensong 

Thursday November 30th 10.00am Holy Communion (E) 

Sunday December 3rd 10.00am Family Service (B) 

Thursday December 7th 10.00am Holy Communion (E) 

Sunday December 10th 10.00am Holy Communion (B) 

Thursday December 14th 10.00am Holy Communion (E) 

Sunday December 17th 10.00am Family Service (B) 

Thursday December 21st 10.00am Holy Communion (E) 

Sunday 
Christmas Eve 

December 24th   6.30pm Carols & Christingles 

Monday 
Christmas Day 

December 25th   9.30am Holy Communion (B) 

Thursday 
Holy Innocents 

December 28th 10.30am Holy Communion (B) 

Sunday December 31st 10.30am Joint Holy Communion 
at St Sawyl, Llansawel 
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COMMENTS WELCOME 

The main intention of producing this newsletter is to involve as many local 
residents as possible. It is essential, therefore, that it includes articles of 
general interest as well as those specific to a particular organisation. To 
help us get the right balance that is acceptable to the majority of readers, it 
is important that you tell us what you would like to see included. If you have 
any comments, constructive criticism or if you would be prepared to 
contribute an article yourself, please, please contact us. Don’t leave it to 
others, YOU are the right person to do it. 

 

THE NEWSLETTER TEAM 

This newsletter has been published by the Newsletter Team 
appointed by the Parochial Church Council of St Michael & All 
Angels, Talley, for the benefit of all local residents. For this project to 
have a successful future, it will require wide support from the 
community. As time goes on we hope to involve as many local 
organisations as possible. To ensure that your organisation is not 
overlooked, please contact the chairman of the Newsletter Team for 
more information on how we can best serve your organisation’s 
needs. 

Roger Pike 
Newsletter Team Chairman 
Tel:  01558 685741 
e-mail:  rbpike@btinternet.com. 

 

THE NEXT ISSUE 

Intended Publication Date – Tuesday 2nd January 2007 

Copy Date – Monday 11th December 2006. Please submit all items  
                       for inclusion in the next issue on or before this date. 

 

A JOYFUL AND PEACEFUL CHRISTMAS TO YOU ALL 
 

NADOLIG  LLAWEN  I  CHWI  I  GYD 
 


