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Issue 2                January 2007 
 Rhif 2                   Ionawr 2007 

 

 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR  /  BLWYDDYN NEWYDD DDA 
This Newsletter has been produced to provide local residents with 
information about forthcoming activities in the area and to provide articles 
of general interest. Future issues will report on recent functions and 
events held in the neighbourhood and will contain historical items 
relevant to our community. Local organisations are invited to contribute to 
the contents to ensure widespread involvement in the project. 
 

This Newsletter has been produced by the Parochial Church Council 
of St Michael & All Angels, Talley, for free distribution locally 
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THE NEWSLETTER TITLE  

In the first issue of the Newsletter readers were invited to win a cash 
prize by submitting suggestions for a suitable title. It had to be short, in 
either English or Welsh, and preferably have a local connection to stress 
that the Newsletter is produced locally for the benefit of the local 
community. The winning suggestion was “Y Llychau” submitted by 
Rhian and Shawn Thomas (aged 14 & 7) and so they were awarded the 
£10 prize. Congratulations to both of them. The Newsletter will be known 
as “Y Llychau” from now on. 

 

THE NEWSLETTER 

Although produced by the Parochial Church Council (PCC) of St Michael 
& All Angels, Talley, the contents of “Y Llychau” are intended to address 
the needs of the whole community, not just those of the church. The 
Newsletter will be produced bi-monthly in January, March, May, July, 
September & November each year and will be available free of charge to 
any local resident wishing a copy. The PCC have entrusted the 
production of “Y Llychau” to its “Newsletter Team”, but they can only 
produce future issues if sufficient articles for inclusion are provided by 
local residents. If you think continued publication of “Y Llychau” is 
worthwhile, please let us know what you would like to see included – 
better still write it yourself and send it to the Newsletter Team Chairman. 
Contact details are on the back page. 

The long-term aim is to have a newsletter that contains every article in 
both Welsh and English. To achieve this, it will be necessary to recruit 
volunteers who would be prepared to translate. It you would like to help in 
this way, please contact the chairman as soon as you can. 

 

WANTED 

In the next issue we hope to include items on Football in Talley, the 
Talley Tigers, tasty recipes and happenings in Talley School among other 
things. To do this we need people to write appropriate articles. Please 
volunteer NOW before you are press-ganged. Remember one volunteer 
is worth ten pressed men. 
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THE VICAR WRITES 

Well, Christmas is over for another year and the six nations has not yet 
begun. We are stuck in the post-Christmas indulgence malaise and 
starting the business of 2007 can seem an effort. But, like dogs, Jesus is 
for life and not just for Christmas so how about starting to unwrap that 
present given to each of us year by year that lurks in the corner of the 
living room when all the other presents have been unwrapped and put 
away and the decorations are back in the loft (well they are in well 
regulated homes, in my home, they too lurk in boxes in corners waiting 
until we find the ladder). What might we find if we paid attention to the 
baby in the manger?  

There are as many answers to that as there are people. I can only tell 
you a little of what it meant for me when I started realising Jesus was not 
just the long ago hero of Bible stories but someone who might have 
something to teach me, something to show me, something to give me, 
might even ask something of me. The Church tells us that the baby in the 
manger grew up and had a huge impact on his society by his teaching 
and miracles and, being considered too dangerous, was finally crucified. 
To anticipate the next great festival, that wasn’t the end of the story.  

He appeared to his friends a number of times after his death and before 
his last appearance, promised He would be with them until the end of 
time. So as we celebrate the birth of the baby Jesus each Christmas, the 
adult Jesus waits for us to strike up a conversation. The conversation can 
be curious questions, angry accusations, gentle gratitude or simply 
puzzled silence. My conversations with Jesus started with flinging out 
questions towards the great unknown, “Are you there?”, “Is there a 
god?” “What does it all mean?” and what came back to me was not 
answers to questions but the growing sense of a loving presence with me 
through all the ups and downs, breathing through the happy times and 
enduring with me through the sad, a forgiving presence that nevertheless 
expected the truth from me and who called and calls me still into His 
Reality.  

So in this in between time, why not unwrap your last present. It might just 
be the best you have ever had. 

Revd Joanna Penberthy, Vicar of Talley. 
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ESGAIRNANT CHAPEL 
On Friday, 17

th
 November 2006, 

Esgairnant Chapel celebrated its 
200th anniversary with a well 
attended special service, at which 
Revd Casi Jones was the guest 
preacher.  

       The following notes were 
written by the late Gwyneth Jones 
for the Talley History Society. 

The Methodist movement goes back a very long time in Talley. It is 
recorded that there were about sixty members as early as 1743. At that 
time Mrs Griffiths, of Glanyrafonddu Ganol, was a staunch member and 
Howel Harris and many other prominent people would stay with her. It is 
said that very many important meetings took place at Glanyrafonddu 
Ganol. 

In 1793 a Mrs Jane Lloyd of Pantyrespair gave a house with the name of 
Esgairnant for members to hold services in and this carried on for the 
next twelve years. In 1806 Mrs Lloyd gave the house a piece of land on 
which to erect a chapel and also a small field. This was the beginning of 
Esgairnant as it is today. The cost of erecting in 1806 was £180. In 1828 
it was extended at the cost of a further £180. By 1858 it was decided to 
have a gallery in the chapel at the cost of £125. A little later, the vestry 
was erected, cost unknown. In 1878 a small dwelling house was built on 
the original plot of the house named Esgairnant. 

In 1899 the whole structure was taken apart, the work being given to 
Daniel Davies, Contractor of Ty Ann Arthur, Talley. The work was a treat 
to see. The cost of the renovation was £420. There was a generous gift 
of £100 given by a gentleman from Anglesey. Through the hard work of 
the Minister, Rev. J. D. Evans, and his band of members they collected 
enough money to pay for the Restoration, bar £50, which they borrowed 
from an elder, John Thomas. On his death he gave the £50 as a gift. The 
chapel was then out of debt by December 1922. 

The Rev. J. D. Evans was minister of Esgairnant from 1893 – 1933.  
Then the chapel was without anyone until December 1942. Since then 
there have been nine ministers. Esgairnant has had a licence to perform 
marriages since June 1872. There has been very little change to the 
inside structure since 1899. 



Y Llychau 

- 5 - 

 

BRASLUN 0 HANES CÔR MEIBION DINEFWR 

Aeth cyfnod o ddeugain mlynedd heibio ers sefydlu Côr Meibion Dinefwr, 
Llandeilo, yn Hydref 1966 gan y diweddar Noel John. Ar hyn o bryd ceir 

saith aelod ar hugain yn perthyn i’r côr o amrywiol alwedigaethau a 

chefndiroedd. Yr arweinydd presennol yw John Williams a’r cyfeilydd yw 

Ben Montaigue. Dros gyfnod o ddeugain mlynedd bu’r côr yn gyfeillgar â 

Chorale de Lannilis o Lydaw a Chôr Dyffryn Derg o Ogledd Iwerddon gan 

gyfnewid ymweliadau corawl â’i gilydd. Cefnogir amrywiol elusennau gan 

y Côr drwy gynnal cyngherddau ac amrywiol weithgareddau eraill ynghyd 

â diddanu’r henoed mewn cartrefi nyrsio preswyl lleol. Bu’r Côr yn canu 

yng Ngŵyl Gorawl y Corau Unedig yn Neuadd Frenhinol Albert yn 

Llundain ar bum achlysur, yng Ngŵyl Dinefwr, mewn ambell gyngerdd 

gyda chorau yng Ngogledd Cymru a thu hwnt i Glawdd Offa, mewn 

amrywiol gyngherddau yng Nghaerdydd, yn ogystal â chystadlu’n 

llwyddiannus mewn nifer o eisteddfodau lleol a Gwyliau Cerdd. 

Reproduced with permission 
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THE GOLDEN AGE RESTOR’D – A JACOBEAN VIEW 

When it was suggested I might like to write a book review, I thought first 

of the Bible. However, since the Bible may certainly speak for itself, 
perhaps a few words about how the beautiful King James Version came 
into being might fit the bill. Jacobeans were aware of the vast and rich 

complexity of the universe, of historical change and the humour endemic 

in man’s parochial attachment to wherever accident befell him. When one 

outraged reformer claimed that vestments resembled the heathen garb of 
the priests of Isis, King James pointed out that as his lands did not back 

on to Ancient Egypt, he would risk any possible confusion. 

The various Protestant groups ‘dethroned the Pope and enthroned the 

Bible’. As Martin Luther said, “One should tremble before each letter of 

the Bible more than before the whole world”, but Renaissance textual 

scholarship made clear that ‘each letter’ was a matter for argument; God 

had not bothered to learn Greek properly, nor had He bothered to brief 

the Apostles – the O.T. quotes in the N.T. are taken, not from the Hebrew 

versions, but from the Greek; Saint Paul misquotes Isaiah; Mark muddles 

Isaiah and Malachi; Matthew omits three Kings from the genealogy of 

Jesus and puts Zachariah’s words into the mouth of Jeremiah. Everyone 

agreed that the Bible was the source of all Protestant authority but no-
one agreed what the Bible was. 

Enter King James, whose aim was unity above uniformity, providing a 

Bible which his subjects could follow at most (if something is not 
mentioned, search your conscience, read the lives of virtuous Christians, 
phone a friend) rather than at least (the ‘hotter’ Protestants were apt to 

contend that anything not compulsory was forbidden and anything not 
mentioned was to be extirpated root and branch). John Manningham 

said, “A puritan is such a one as loves God with all his soul, but hates his 

neighbour with all his heart.” The King was well known, not to say 

notorious, for trusting Catholics loyal to his mother (the Queen of Scots) 

above his stroppy co-religionists. 

In 1604 the Hampton Court Conference provided for six companies of 
translators (two in London, two in Oxford and two in Cambridge) to 
produce the new Bible. The result was published in 1611. Of William 
Tyndale’s 1520-30 translation, more than 90% of the N.T. was used in 
the King James Version but the 10% which had been tweaked was more 
beautiful, more ambiguous and altogether vaster in conception. Perhaps 
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no thanks to the Cambridge translator, Samuel Ward, whose diary 

contains the following entry. “Non affection. No delite in Godes service. 
No care of exhorting my brethren ... Thus I sin dayly agaynst thee, 0 Lord 

... My longing after damsels ... Oh that I could so long after Godes 

graces.” 

D Shawe 
 
 
 

MIDDLE EASTERN MEAL AND TALK 

It was a dark and frosty evening on 
November 3

rd
 when we assembled in 

Brechfa Church Hall to hear Dr Dawoud 
El Alami speak on Islam and peace. 

Revd Gerry Sykes, Vicar of Brechfa, 
opened the evening and described how 
it is hoped that a multi-faith interface 
forum may be set up in SW Wales, that 
might arrange similar events in the 
future. 

Dr Dawoud El Alami then introduced the Islamic faith as one of peace, 
with the central belief that there is one omnipotent God, whose prophet is 
Mohammed. He spoke of the five pillars of Islam, which are obligations 
for the faithful, and explained the true meaning of Jihad.  

Concluding after about an hour, Dr Alami answered questions and 
explained the difference between Sunna and Shi’a. 

After this most interesting talk the tables were rearranged to form a 
banquet style format down the centre of the hall and the feast began. The 
food was provided by everyone who attended, and the dishes conformed 
to a Middle Eastern theme. There was plenty for all and the meal was 
delicious. 

The evening was both informative and enjoyable, with £163 being raised 
by donations for The Red Cross. 

Jemima Mitchell 
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CYNGOR CYMUNED TALYLLYCHAU 
TALLEY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cadeirydd / Chairman   Cynghorydd / Councillor Karen Maguire 

Is-Gadeirydd / Vice Chairman Cynghorydd / Councillor Steve Upson 

Cynghorwyr / Councillors Marged Bowen, 
Goronwy Davies 
Arwyn Jones 
Janine Roberts 
John Williams 

    Lyn Williams 

Cynghorydd Sir / County Councillor  James Davies 

Clerc / Clerk     Jane Morgan 

Cyfarfodydd / Meetings   Nos Fawrth gyntaf o bob mis  
am 7.30 yn yr ysgol 

     First Tuesday of every month at  
7.30 pm at Talley C.P. School 

 
Cyngor Cymuned Talyllychau sydd yn gyfiifol am fynwent y plwyf.  
Talley Churchyard is the responsibility of Talley Community Council.  

CynrychioIydd / Burial Board Representative Steve Upson. 
 
Mewn cyfarfod diweddar cafodd y Cynghorydd Marged Bowen ei ail-
phenodi am pedair blynedd fel Cynrychiolydd Yr Awdurdod Llai ar Gorff 
Llywodraethol Ysgol Gynradd Talyllychau. 
At a recent meeting Councillor Marged Bowen was re-appointed as The 
Minor Authority Representative on the Governing Body of Talley Primary 
School for a further term of 4 years. 
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CYMDEITHAS CYMUDED AC ADONODDAU TALYLLCHAU 
TALLEY COMMUNITY AMENITY ASSOCIATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Talley Community Amenity Association (TCAA) is a Charitable 
Limited Liability Company, registered at Companies House and at the 
Charity Commission for England and Wales. It is governed by eight 
Trustees elected from its members in accordance with the ‘Articles of 
Association’. Many local organisations are represented among the 
membership, including Capel Esgairnant, Cymdeithas Cwmdu, FUW, the 
Luncheon Club, Providence Chapel, St Michaels Church, Talley CP 
School, Talley History Society and Talley Tigers. Any local resident may 
apply to become a member. 

The current governing body is 

Chairman  Celia Parsons 

Vice Chairman  Janine Roberts 

Secretary  Roger Pike 

Treasurer  Graham Heath 

Other Trustees  Dennis Boyes 
Pauline George 
Sarah Gray 
Stephen Upson 

Among other things, TCAA is responsible for managing the Talley 
Woodlands, which it does through a sub-committee.  

The Association Trustees meet on the last Thursday of January, March, 
May, July and November with an Annual General Meeting in September. 
Meetings are held in the Edwinsford Arms at 7.30pm and Members are 
invited to attend any of them. Non-members are encouraged to go to the 
AGM. 
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YSGOL GYNRADD TALYLLYCHAU 

Yn mis Rhagfyr fe wnaeth Mrs Roberts Jones ymddeol fel pennaeth yr 
Ysgol. Roedd Mrs Roberts Jones wedi bod yn dysgu yn yr ysgol ers 
1989. 

Cafwyd noson i ddathlu yn nhafarn Rhydedwin ar Tachwedd 18fed, yng 
nghwmni rhieni yr ysgol, cyn rhieni, staff a ffrindiau ir ysgol. 

Fe cyflwynyd plat iddi, gyda llun yr ysgol arno oddiwrth plant yr ysgol, fe 
rhoddwyd iddi ar y noson gan Sheila Speke sef cadeiryddes pwyllgor 
PTA. Fe gwnaeth Sheila anerchiad, gan son am amser Mrs Jones yn yr 
ysgol a hefyd ddiolch i bawb sydd yn helpu’r ysgol drwyr flwyddyn yn y 
diwrnod hwyl, torri porfa’r fynwent, canu carolau ar clwb 49. Rydym yn 
ffodus iawn fel ysgol i gael cefnogaeth mor dda or gymuned. Roedd 
casgliad wedi cael eu drefnu ac fe rhoddwyd anrheg i Mrs Jones, Mrs 
Nansi Wallford cyflwynnodd hwn fel cadeiryddes y llywodraethwyr ar rhan 
pawb. Ac yn hwyrach cafwyd noson hwylus a hwyr yn dawnsio ir band 
‘smoking guns’. 

Dymunwn pob lwc i’w olynnydd sef Mr Elfed Wood, ar staff i gyd. 
 

 

Sheila Speke, chairman of Talley School PTA presenting a plate to Mrs 
Roberts Jones on her retirement as Head Teacher. 

Diana Roberts 
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CHILDREN’S PAGE 

NOVEMBER’S SUDOKU ANSWER 

4 5 6 8 3 2 1 9 7 
9 7 3 1 6 4 8 2 5 
2 8 1 7 5 9 6 3 4 

7 1 4 5 2 6 3 8 9 
5 6 9 3 8 7 2 4 1 
8 3 2 4 9 1 7 5 6 

3 4 8 6 1 5 9 7 2 
1 9 7 2 4 3 5 6 8 
6 2 5 9 7 8 4 1 3 

The winner of the Sudoku competition in the last issue of the Newsletter 
was Adrian Brand and he receives the £5 prize.  Well Done, Adrian. 

CROSSWORD 

The crossword below has 26 empty squares. Add a different letter of the 
English alphabet to each square to make complete English words. Each 
letter you add can only be used once. 
 

 
Send your solution to 

Roger Pike 
at Bryn Heulog, Talley 

before 4th February 2007 
including your name 
and contact details. 

 
All correct solutions will be 
entered into a prize draw. 

The winner will be 
announced in the next 
issue of the Newsletter. 

 

£5 PRIZE 
 

The missing letters are 

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z 
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THE TALLEY RELICS 

There is strong evidence that, at the time of the Dissolution of the 
Monasteries, minor items from Talley Abbey were given by the Abbot to 
the Johnes family. They are mentioned several times in journals in the 
1800’s and were often shown to visitors to the Johnes’ home at 
Dolaucothi.  

They are included in the treasures presented to the Carmarthenshire 
Antiquarian Society in 1918 and described as follows: 

‘Relic said to have come from Talley Abbey – an oval silver-
backed case with eye for suspension, glazed and containing 
a filigree and coloured crucifix, possibly a ‘Tawdrey’ from 
some shrine of pilgrimage, sent to Dolaucothy with the altar 
piece of the Abbey at the time of the dissolution of the 
monasteries’  

Another is described as  

‘The Monk’s spoon’, a latten (brasslike alloy) of early 
English early 16

th
 century make.’  

Both of these are now in the Carmarthen Museum at Abergwili and 
referred to as “Talley Relics”. The altar piece mentioned is reputed to be 
the Elijah Painting. (See page 13) 

Information taken from documents held by the Talley History Society 
 

THE CHRISTMAS FAIR 

The Christmas Fair held at the Edwinsford Arms, Talley, on Wednesday 
6

th
 December proved to be a very popular affair. The annual event, 

reinstated after a short break, was well attended by a wide cross-section 
of the local population. There were stalls selling Christmas gifts, a 
tombola, the ever-popular book stall and much, much more. There was 
even a water feature to amuse the younger visitors.  

The evening concluded with an auction, in which a wide variety of 
goodies went under the hammer – ranging from mouth-watering home 
made cakes to rubber Wellingtons and an electric hedge trimmer. 

In all, nearly £900 was raised for the church. It really was a very 
enjoyable event with a very satisfactory outcome. 
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THE ELIJAH PAINTING 

In St. David’s Cathedral, near 
the door of the vestry, there 
is, on the wall, an Ikon, a 
religious painting on wood of 
the Orthodox Church. It 
shows Elijah seated in front of 
a cave holding a scroll and 
being fed by two ravens. In 
the top corners of the painting 
are additional episodes of the 
story of the prophet. It is 
thought to be 17

th
 century. 

The story of how it came to be 
hung there is a simple one. 
About sixty years ago a Mr 
Lloyd-Johnes presented the 
painting to Bishop Prosser at 

Abergwili. He told the Bishop that one of his ancestors was given the 
painting by the Abbot of Talley Abbey, to save it from destruction by the 
king’s soldiers at the time of the Dissolution. 

The painting was kept at Dolaucothi until the end of the eighteenth 
century and was then sent to Hafod in Cardiganshire. Thomas Johnes 
published a catalogue of his collection at Hafod, a portion of which is 
preserved in the National Library of Wales and contains the following:   

PESARO LIBRARY 

Elijah – by one of the very early Greek Painters. 
This picture was given, on the Reformation, by the Abbot of Talley, to that 
branch of Mr Johnes’s family, who then resided at Dolaucothi.   

After a disastrous fire at Hafod, the painting was thought to have been 
saved but then sold, with the rest of the estate to the Duke of Newcastle. 
Mr Lloyd Johnes then bought it at auction and the painting was returned 
to Dolaucothi. It was given into the custody of the Bishop because Mr 
Johnes knew it would be hung in a major church in West Wales.  
 

Information taken from documents held by the Talley History Society 
 
 



Y Llychau 

- 14 - 

 

THE MONSTER IN THE ALCOVE 

The ‘First Impressions’ article in the November Newsletter triggered my 

own memories of moving to Talley eighteen years ago; in my case, from 

a modem house in a London suburb to a distinctly cold, draughty old 

stone dwelling on what seemed to us then an impossibly remote Welsh 
hillside. Not unnaturally, as September dawned on the heels of an 

extremely wet August, activity centred on the mammoth task of keeping 

warm. We had no damp-proof course and were entirely dependant on a 

solid-fuel boiler of incredible antiquity and dubious habits. While the rest 

of the family gave themselves up to voluble and protracted grief over the 
obvious want of piped gas, I rather foolishly volunteered to care for the 

hideous monster skulking in our kitchen recess. 

The boiler’s proud boast, pasted on the inside of the frame-door, was 
(and still is) ‘few working parts’. How very true! I initially spent the better 
part of 24 hours on my knees pleading with it to keep alight for ten 
minutes together while the wind moaned relentlessly in the lofty chimney 
above and rain-water trickled ominously down the wall. I lovingly coaxed 
it with different grades of coal, bone-dry wood lovingly fashioned into 
digestible snippets, little knots of paper and entire boxes of fire-lighters. I 
swore at it, reasoned with it, entreated it, blew on it, doused it with 
inflammable liquids and at one point really thought I’d managed to set fire 
to the flue-pipe even while the coals underneath were in the act of 
breathing their last. 

Eventually it did deign to take pity on me and flickered reluctantly into a 

semblance of life but for a full week I scarcely left its side and for many a 

long day after could not venture into the kitchen without opening the little 
fire-door to peer within and check on its state of health. Twice a day I 

raked it and raddled it and trundled out in foul weather to shovel up 
nourishment for it. 

The curious fact is, that after so long, and a good many changes for the 
better, we still have that old, old boiler valiantly heating a whole raft of 
radiators and our hot-water tank on a daily scuttle-full of choice grains 
and the occasional kind word. I have painstakingly learned its little ways 
and foibles and I really wouldn’t be without it now. 

S Shawe 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF TALLEY WOODLANDS 
By Stephen Upson 

(Part 2) 

In the Last Newsletter 

Part 1 of this Brief History started by stating that the possibility of 
community ownership of Talley Woodlands was first raised in 1977. This 
should have been 1997. We are grateful to those readers who pointed 
this out and apologise for the error.  

The Story so far 

Part 1 explained how the setting up of a feasibility study led to the ‘Talley 
Historic Landscape and Community Project’. However, the refusal of the 
Heritage Lottery Fund to provide funding meant that political 
considerations would affect the community’s plans. 

Now read on 

Since the study was first made, the value of timber – an essential 
element in the plans for maintenance of the woodland – had dropped 
considerably, so the retention of ownership by Forestry Commission 
Wales (FCW) was perhaps a fortunate development. FCW offered a joint 
collaboration to the community involving guidance in preparing an 
application for funding by Talley Community Association (TCA) from a 
newly established body, Cyd Coed, to implement all the essential 
elements contained in the feasibility study (with the exception of 
community ownership of the woodlands and their maintenance) and 
further to include the woodlands to the east known as Parcydilfa Woods 
in the project. 

In January 2002 it was agreed that, in order to limit the legal liability of the 
TCA committee members, the Talley Community Amenity Association 
(TCAA) should be formed and, through ‘Business in the Community’ the 
‘Pro Bono’ services of Morgan Cole, solicitors, were engaged to handle 
all legal matters including advice relative to the negotiations for the 
woodland project. When TCAA was established all matters relating to the 
woodland project were passed from TCA to TCAA. 

TCAA is now a limited liability company with charitable status registered 
at Companies House and the Charity Commission. Eight trustees, 
elected from the community, manage the association in accordance with 
rules contained in the governing ‘Articles of Association.’ 
 



Y Llychau 

- 16 - 

 
Following protracted negotiations agreement was reached with the Welsh 
Development Agency (WDA) for the community to purchase the land for the 
sum of £1 with a charge of £65,000 to be paid without interest within 25 
years. Agreement was also reached with FCW for the maintenance of the 
woodlands according to an agreed Forest Design Plan which included the 
thinning of blocks of mature trees at intervals of approximately 5 years and 
replanting to establish a mainly broadleaf woodland in the long term and the 
right of access by FCW for this purpose. FCW also accepted responsibility 
for reinstatement of tracks after each thinning operation and the replacement 
of trees on newly planted community owned land during the most vulnerable 
first five years of growth.  

The application to Cyd Coed for funding the initial implementation was 
approved and funding of £128,000 made available for the project to be paid 
in stages as work progressed. FCW were employed as main agents by TCAA 
to oversee the employment of approved contractors as required to carry out 
work for the design and installation of tracks etc.  

As work progressed FCW engineers reported that the County-owned access 
road planned for Parcydilfa woods would not be suitable for the purpose and 
it was agreed that this part of the project should be excluded from the project 
and deferred to a later time.  

The completed Talley Woods project was finally declared open to the public 
at a gratifyingly well-attended meeting held at the entrance, by the oldest and 
youngest citizens of the parish, Jack Thomas and Jac George, on 12

th
 June 

2004.  

Before completion, in 2003 the project was entered by Carmartenshire. 
County Council for a national ‘green apple’ environmental award. It received 
a gold award. 

The Woodland Forum, which had to this time managed the implementation of 
the project, is now a sub-committee of TCAA, concerned, in conjunction with 
FCW, in overseeing the long-term management objectives.  

The completed Talley woodlands project now provides for the local 
community and the general public a series of walks linked to the public 
footpath network giving magnificent views of the surrounding countryside 
from the upper slopes with picnic sites at three locations. 
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THE VIEW FROM THE HILL 

“Do you wait for the bell to stop tolling before you 
make an entrance?” chided the churchwarden as 
we scuttled into our pews just before the vicar 
swept up the aisle.  

After the service I responded with some warmth: 
“It’s easy for you who live just across the road to 
criticise, but we have to come three miles through 
narrow lanes.”  

“Let me tell you a story”, the churchwarden retorted. “At our local school 
there was a young lad who was late almost every morning. ‘Jimmy, I 
don’t understand you’ complained the teacher in exasperation, ‘You live 
opposite the school and arrive late, while George, who lives in the farm 
over the hill and has to walk two miles each day is always on time.’ ‘But 
that’s the problem’, explained the boy, ‘If George is late he can run…’” 

Another inveterate latecomer, our own Empress of the Ivories, the 
Nightingale of Ffairfach, has mended her ways. It was her habit to delay 
her arrival until the congregation had been forced to sing the first hymn 
“a capella”, so that we might the more appreciate her later contributions. 
We had become quite used to the Creed being accompanied by the 

squeal of a handbrake turn, slamming doors and 
running footsteps. It was like being in an episode 
of “The Sweeney”. Now however, she is seated 
at her mighty Wurlitzer before the bell.  

The word has it that her Mother has taken a firm 
hand…    

Mynydd Du. 
 

 

DID YOU HEAR? 

Did you hear about the pensioner who was accident prone, especially 
when he went out in the dark? His friend suggested he should wear 
something white. Taking his friend’s advice, he went out wearing a white 
hat, white coat, white boots and white gloves. He was knocked down by a 
snow plough. 
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PLEASE & THANK YOU 

First of all, the “Thank You”. 

On behalf of the Newsletter Team, I would like to express my sincere 
thanks to all of you who were kind enough to express your appreciation of 
the first issue of the Talley Newsletter. As you know it was our first 
attempt at providing such a publication for the community and the kind 
comments that were made mean (I hope) that local people will support 
our efforts to continue with the project. We have received several wishes 
of good luck for future issues. The way in which the first Newsletter was 
acknowledged by so many has been very encouraging and for that we 
are very grateful. It gives us hope for the future, so “Thank You” once 
again. 

Now for the “Please”.  

Please help the Newsletter Team to provide the type of publication that 
you want. We would very much like to reflect the views of the whole 
community, but to do this we need contributions from local residents. 
Please consider writing an article for inclusion in future issues. Better still, 
why not write a series of articles? There are so many organisations in the 
area that would surely benefit if others knew what they did. Why not write 
about what your organisation does so that others can read it. You may 
even recruit more members. 

Roger Pike 
 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 

According to the 2001 census figures, the total population of Talley 
Community electoral Ward was 530.  

6 were aged 0-2, 110 were aged 3-15, 11 were aged 16-17, 294 were 
aged 18-59 and 109 were aged 60 or over.  

Of the 524 residents aged three or more, 311 could either speak Welsh, 
read Welsh, write Welsh or understand Welsh. That’s nearly 60% of the 
population. Some of them must be willing to translate articles into Welsh 
for inclusion in this publication. 
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CHURCH SERVICES 
ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS, TALLEY 

Thursday January 4th 10.00am Holy Communion (E) 

Sunday January 7th 10.00am Family Service (B)   

Thursday January 11th 10.00am Holy Communion (E) 

Sunday January 14th 10.00am Holy Communion (B) 

Thursday January 18th 10.00am Holy Communion (E) 

Sunday January 21st 10.00am Family Service (B)   

Thursday January 25th 10.00am Holy Communion (E) 

Sunday January 28th 10.00am 
  2.30pm 

Holy Communion (B) 
Evensong 

Thursday February 1st 10.00am Holy Communion (E) 

Sunday February 4th 10.00am Family Service (B) 

Thursday February 8th 10.00am Holy Communion (E) 

Sunday February 11th 10.00am Holy Communion (B) 

Thursday February 15th 10.00am Holy Communion (E) 

Sunday February 18th 10.00am Family Service (B) 

Thursday February 22nd 10.00am Holy Communion (E) 

Sunday February 25th 10.00am 
  2.30pm 

Holy Communion (B) 
Evensong 

Thursday 
St David 

March 1st 10.00am Holy Communion (E) 

Sunday March 4th 10.00am Family Service (B) 

 
 
PCC Meeting      7.30 pm     Monday     January 8th 
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COMMENTS WELCOME 

The main intention of producing this newsletter is to involve as many local 
residents as possible. It is essential, therefore, that it includes articles of 
general interest as well as those specific to a particular organisation. To 
help us get the right balance that is acceptable to the majority of readers, 
it is important that you tell us what you would like to see included. If you 
have any comments, constructive criticism or if you would be prepared to 
contribute an article yourself, please, please contact us. Don’t leave it to 
others, YOU are the right person to do it. 
 

THE NEWSLETTER TEAM 

This newsletter has been published by the Newsletter Team 
appointed by the Parochial Church Council of St Michael & All 
Angels, Talley, for the benefit of all local residents. For this project 
to have a successful future, it will require wide support from the 
community. As time goes on we hope to involve as many local 
organisations as possible. To ensure that your organisation is not 
overlooked, please contact the chairman of the Newsletter Team 
for more information on how we can best serve your organisation’s 
needs. 

Roger Pike 
Newsletter Team Chairman 
Tel:  01558 685741 
e-mail:   rbpike@btinternet.com. 

 

THE NEXT ISSUE 

Intended Publication Date – Thursday 1st March 2007 

Copy Date – Tuesday 13th February 2007. Please submit all items  
                       for inclusion in the next issue on or before this date. 

 
 

THANK  YOU  FOR  READING  THIS  NEWSLETTER 

DIOLCH  YN  FAWR  AM  DDARLLEN  Y  CYLCHGRAWN 
 


