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These Newsletters have been produced to provide local residents with 
information about the area and to report on recent happenings. They aim to 
provide articles of general interest, such as historical items relevant to our 
community. Local organisations are invited to contribute to the contents to 
ensure widespread involvement in the project. 
 

 

Y Llychau is produced by the Newsletter Tean of 
St Michael & All Angels, Talley, for distribution locally. 
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AN EASTER MESSAGE  

Life begins at Easter. Three days 
after the darkness and despair of 
our Lord’s suffering and death, God 
transforms them into the joy of the 
Resurrection. Instead of despair 
there is hope. Life henceforth is full 
of the promise which we embody as 
Christians.  

Easter is therefore a time to look 
ahead; a time to celebrate new life 
and grasp new hope. And for us, 
here in the Diocese of St Davids, 
there has never been a more 
opportune moment to look forward. I 
write this as we prepare to meet 
together to consider where we wish 
to go as we journey towards the 
future. 

The Risen Christ in the days after 
the resurrection encouraged his 
disciples and followers, our 
forerunners on the journey of faith, 
to tell and live out the good news of 
new life and new hope. Now, in our 
day, we are called to proclaim and 
live out that faith. Now is the time for 
us, together, to face up to the 
challenge of the future.  

We must be bold if we are to 
succeed in this. We must leave no 
stone unturned as we venture in our 
mission. We must consider our 
saints and our stones – our people 
and our buildings. How best can 
they be used to realise God’s  
 

 
 

NEGES Y PASG 

Mae bywyd yn dechrau adeg y 
Pasg. Dri diwrnod ar ôl tywyllwch ac 
anobaith dioddefaint a marwolaeth 
ein Harglwydd, mae Duw’n eu 
trawsnewid i lawenydd yr 
Atgyfodiad. Yn lle anobaith mae 
gobaith. Mae bywyd o hyn ymlaen 
yn llawn o’r addewid a ymgorfforwn 
fel Cristionogion.  

Mae’r Pasg felly’n amser i edrych 
ymlaen; yn amser i ddathlu bywyd 
newydd a chydio mewn gobaith 
newydd. Ac i ni yma yn Esgobaeth 
Tyddewi ni fu erioed cystal amser i 
ni edrych ymlaen. Ysgrifennaf hwn 
wrth i ni baratoi i gwrdd â’n gilydd i 
ystyried lle rydym yn dymuno mynd 
wrth i ni deithio tuag at y dyfodol.  

Yn y dyddiau ar ôl yr atgyfodiad, 
bu’r Crist Atgyfodedig yn annog ei 
ddisgyblion a’i ganlynwyr, ein 
rhagflaenwyr ar daith ffydd, i adrodd 
ac i fyw’r newyddion da am y bywyd 
newydd a’r gobaith newydd. 
Heddiw, yn ein cyfnod ni, cawn ein 
galw i gyhoeddi ac i fyw’r ffydd 
honno. Nawr yw’r amser i ni wynebu 
her y dyfodol gyda’n gilydd.  

Rhaid i ni fod yn ddewr os ydym am 
lwyddo yn hyn o beth. Rhaid i ni droi 
pob maen drosodd wrth i ni fentro yn 
ein cenhadaeth. Rhaid i ni ystyried 
ein seintiau a’n meini – ein pobl a’n 
cenhadaeth. Beth yw’r ffordd orau 
i’w defnyddio er mwyn gwireddu  
 

THE BISHOP WRITES 
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purpose for us and them? How can 
we ensure that everyone is able to 
play their full part in this vital and 
transforming ministry? 

We must be creative as we respond 
to God’s call. If a transfiguring leap 
of faith is required, then we must 
take it. Just because we have done 
something in one way in the past 
does not mean there is not another 
way for the future. This may mean 
imaginative ways of worship; it will 
certainly mean resourceful methods 
of ministry involving all our people, 
so that the church may fulfil its 
calling to be the Christ in the world 
and show what the kingdom might 
be like.  

As we celebrate God’s gift of new 
life, we realise that this means 
harnessing the energies of the 
People of God for the Body of Christ 
to be a sign of the Kingdom. And 
doing it now.  

 

The Right Revd Wyn Evans 
Bishop of St Davids 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

pwrpas Duw ar eu cyfer ac ar ein 
cyfer ni? A sut gallwn ni wneud yn 
siŵr fod pawb yn gallu chwarae eu 
rhan yn llawn yn y weinidogaeth 
fywiol a gweddnewidiol hon?  

Rhaid i ni fod yn greadigol wrth i ni 
ymateb i alwad Duw. Os oes angen i 
ni gymryd cam gweddnewidiol o 
ffydd, yna rhaid i ni wneud hynny. 
Nid yw’r ffaith ein bod wedi gwneud 
rhywbeth yn yr un ffordd yn y 
gorffennol yn golygu nad oes ffordd 
arall ar gyfer y dyfodol. Gall hyn 
olygu dulliau addoli arloesol; bydd 
yn bendant yn golygu dulliau 
dyfeisgar o weinidogaethu a fydd yn 
cynnwys ein pobl i gyd, er mwyn i’r 
eglwys allu cyflawni ei galwad i fod 
yn Grist yn y byd ac i ddangos sut 
beth all y deyrnas fod. 

Wrth i ni ddathlu rhodd Duw o fywyd 
newydd, sylweddolwn fod hyn yn 
golygu harneisio ynni Pobl Dduw i 
Gorff Crist er mwyn bod yn arwydd 
o’r Deyrnas. Ac mae angen gwneud 
hyn nawr.  

Y Gwir Barchedig Wyn Evans 
Esgob Tyddewi 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Y Llychau 

- 4 - 

 

NEWS FROM ST MICHAEL’S 

New Vicar 

At the end of March it was announced that the Bishop of St Davids had 
appointed an incumbent for St Michael & All Angels, Talley, to replace Rev Jo 
Penberthy who left last summer. The new Vicar will be Rev Delyth Bowen, who 
is currently vicar of Betws St David with Ammanford. She will take up her duties 
in the summer. More details will be in the next Newsletter. 

During the interregnum, the Area Dean, Rev Canon Roger Hughes, has worked 
hard to arrange for visiting clergy to maintain regular Sunday services at  
St Michael’s. The Parochial Church Council would like to express their gratitude 
to the Area Dean and to all the visiting clergy for their help and support during 
this difficult period. 

Benefice Changes 

Until recently, St Michael’s has been a parish in the benefice of Cynwyl Gaeo 
with Llansawel and Talley. All three churches were served by one vicar. 
Diocesan policy now requires that benefices should contain four churches 
rather than three. To satisfy this requirement, the existing benefice has been 
expanded and now comprises St Cynwil, Caio, St Sawyl, Llansawel, St Michael 
& All Angels, Talley and St David, Abergorlech. The newly appointed vicar will 
serve all four parishes. 

While the benefice consisted of only three parishes, each church had its own 
Parochial Church Council (PCC). Now that the benefice has been enlarged 
there will only be one PCC to represent all the constituent parishes. This united 
PCC will be made up of the Churchwardens of each church and three other 
parishioners elected from each congregation. The PCC will be chaired by the 
new Vicar. 

Talley’s members on the PCC 

At the recent church Easter Vestry Meeting, members of the new PCC were 
elected. St Michael’s will be represented by 

Nansi Walford (Vicar’s Warden) 
Jemima Mitchell (People’s Warden) 
Shelley Pike (elected member) 
Ann Thomas (elected member)   and 
Roger Pike (elected member. 

The new PCC elected Roger Pike as its Secretary. 
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Church Notice Board 

In 2009, thanks to the munificence of Peter Jones, St Michael’s was able to 
purchase and erect a new notice board by the churchyard gate. This notice 
board is now topped with a fine, carved, wooden headboard, kindly made by  
Jac Roberts. We are grateful to both of these men for their generosity. 

 

 

Roger Pike 
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ANOTHER WILD NIGHT AT THE WHITE HART 

Some things don’t change. The Edwinsford remains closed and the Talley 
Dinner was a great success for, Geraint said, the 25th time. And mention of 
Geraint takes me back to the news that he had broken his leg. Bad enough for 
him and his work on and off the farm, but what was going to happen to the 
Dinner? Nothing selfish you understand. The answer came one evening as two 
travelling saleswomen arrived at Abbey View, selling tickets for “The Dinner!” 
So in addition to the usual thanks to Geraint and Jean, we must add the names 
of Ann Jones and Sarah Walters who slogged their way round Talley. 

127 people turned up on the night; there were those who failed to show, but 
they missed another great evening, providing the continuing evidence of a 
positive community and its friends. Mass catering can’t be easy and as ever the 
White Hart rose to the challenge. I just wish I had reason to cook such large 
lumps of beef; the family joint seems slightly inadequate alongside theirs.  

There is of course a rather special game to be played within the service rota; 
and it worked – just as our table, last but one to be served, was called forward, 
so new meats arrived steaming from the kitchen. 

 

The Dinner always raises large amounts for charities chosen by members of 
the party; and this year we supported SANDS (the Still Birth and Neonatal 
charity) and the Air Ambulance. Having experienced the early loss of a 
prematurely born daughter, I know just how much the support of such a group  
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would have meant, not least because of the difficulty family, friends and 
neighbours have in talking about it. So great news – over £900 was raised to 
split between the two chosen charities.  

Much of the money comes from the after-dinner auction. Geraint fought his way 
through a slightly unruly audience and succeeded in cajoling ever larger sums 
for items which the purchaser may not have realised he needed, particularly at 
the price he paid. Richard Hughes left with two fine walking sticks. From the 
glint in his eye these were obviously intended for some strange Rotarian 
ceremony welcoming new members to the Llandeilo Club. 

 

Taking the opportunity to ascertain the views of such a distinguished and 
knowledgeable gathering, I tabled a list of suggested trees which might be 
planted in the Amenity Field. Readers are invited to guess which were the most 
popular – the Top Five will be found elsewhere in Y Llychau.  

One table, fired by concern for global warming and its effects on the Talley 
treescape, suggested bananas, pineapples and coconuts, and rather sweetly a 
tame cherry, presumably to calm the wild one on the list.  

By the time this edition reaches you, the trees will have been planted, hopefully 
with the aid of the children from Talley School. And if you would like to help look 
after them, contact me. And visit the field – thoughts and ideas most welcome. 

John Rees 
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GOODBYE AND THANKS 

The following letter has been received with the request that it be included here. 

  
                                                                       Church House 
                                                                       Talley 
                                                                       SA19 7AX 

                                                                       March 2011  

Dear Friends in Talley, 

Reluctantly and with much sadness I am leaving Talley after 
ten very happy years living at Church House opposite the 
Abbey. 

In that time, I like to think that I have made many friends and 
acquaintances and I shall miss seeing you all around and 
about. 

As anyone who has lived in Talley knows, it is a very special 
place. It touches all who spend any time here. 

I hope that our paths will meet again someday and that I 
may hear news from time to time. 

I’m sure that the new owner of Church House will be as 
happy there as I have been and will keep me up-to-date with 
happenings in the village. 

Thank you all for making me feel so welcome and at home in 
this wonderful place. 

I know that thoughts of Talley will always hold very happy 
memories for me in the years to come. 

     With much love and my very best wishes to you all, 
 

                                                                  Tim Evans 
 

 

 



Y Llychau 

- 9 - 

BBC GARDENERS' QUESTION TIME 

On Monday 4th April BBC GARDENERS' QUESTION TIME recorded two radio 
programmes in the Civic Hall, Crescent Road, Llandeilo, as guests of the 
Llandeilo and District Gardening Club. 

By the time this is published, one programme will already have been broadcast, 
but the second will be on Friday 6th May (repeated on Sunday 8th May).  

 

 

THE TALLEY RELICS 

There is strong evidence that, at the time of the Dissolution of the Monasteries, 
minor items from Talley Abbey were given by the Abbot to the Johnes family. 
They are mentioned several times in journals in the 1800’s and were often 
shown to visitors to the Johnes’ home at Dolaucothi.  

They are included in the treasures presented to the Carmarthenshire 
Antiquarian Society in 1918 and described as follows: 

‘Relic said to have come from Talley Abbey – an oval silver-
backed case with eye for suspension, glazed and containing a 
filigree and coloured crucifix, possibly a ‘Tawdrey’ from some 
shrine of pilgrimage, sent to Dolaucothy with the altar piece of the 
Abbey at the time of the dissolution of the monasteries’  

Another is described as  

‘The Monk’s spoon’, a latten (brasslike alloy) of early English 
early 16

th
 century make.’  

Both of these are now in the Carmarthen Museum at Abergwili and referred to 
as “Talley Relics”.  

 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 
 
Have you ever wondered why there are so many Davies’s in South Wales? 

Well, there’s a big factory just outside Bridgend with a sign outside saying 
“Davies Manufacturing Co. Ltd.”  
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THE TALLEY STONES 

I read with interest Sharon Meek’s article (in the last issue of Y Llychau) on 
Megaliths and Megalithic sites as boundaries and landmarks.  

Talley’s three Megalith Stones that she mentions are unknown to me and I 
would be interested in knowing their whereabouts. Is one of them on 
Blaenwaen, where the standing stone has recently fallen down? It can be found 
on “Google Earth”, map ref OS. 322 603. 

 

The stone at Blaenwaen, that was standing until 2010. 

One aspect of the Megalith’s legacy not mentioned in the article is the part they 
may well have played in the spiritual life of our ancestors. For that reason they 
deserve our respect and protection for the sake of future generations. 

The standing stone on Mynydd Figyn, marked on the O.S. map as the remains 
of a burial chamber, is another example of a sacred site – the place where our 
ancestors’ remains lie.  

Few signs of our ancient past have survived the passing of time and those that 
have are a precious reminder which must be preserved. 

Peter Gardner 
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STRAIGHTFORWARD CROSSWORD SOLUTION 

The solution to the “Straightforward” crossword in the last Newsletter is shown 
below. 

Across  Down 

1 CUSHY  1 CIVIC 

5 GAPES  2 SPASM 

8 ERROR  3 YESTER 

9 VIALS  4 FROND 

10 OCTET  5 GROTTO 

11 TENET  6 PATIO 

14 COMMENDATIONS  7 SITES 

19 ART  12 ENT 

20 TOG  13 EAT 

21 SIGN  15 ONION 

22 LINK  16 MANSE 

23 SPA  17 IGLOO 

26 ADO  18 NINJA 

28 INTERNATIONAL  24 PROMPT 

33 OTTER  25 ANT 

34 ILIUM  26 ATE 

35 EDICT  27 DIRECT 

36 PANIC  28 ICING 

37 GUEST  29 TRIKE 

38 THEME  30 ATONE 

   31 NOISE 

   32 LATHE 
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CRYPTIC CROSSWORD 

In the last issue of Y Llychau there was a “Straight Forward” crossword 
compiled by Alan King. Several readers have asked if we could include a 
“Cryptic” crossword this time and Alan has been kind enough to oblige. 

The answers will be in the next Newsletter. 

 

 1   2 3  4  5    6  

7   8        9    

   10            

 11 12         13 14   

15     16         17 

18    19     20 21     

      22  23       

24        25       

      26 27        

28     29    30      

     31          

 32  33        34  35  

   36            

37           38    

    39           
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ACROSS CLUES 
  2    Graduate Caledonians produce lucky charms 
  7    Pop washing and baking 
  9    Gold and radium combine within ethereal emanation 
10    Bi-coloured horses ruin Amin’s polo 
11    Employ in circus entertainment 
13    Lacking village-fête amusement 
16    Search thoroughly during discourse 
18    It is said ‘ex’ ought to urge strongly 
20    Existing act first Universal then L.A. Return 
22    Check fenceposts for fungus 
24    Office circular about specialist field kept as a reminder 
25    Test chemical with regard to representative 
26    In bed a year – a comparatively light period 
28    Remark: “Water isn’t frozen” 
30    Dishes out Cockney percussion 
32    Hold note about twin carburettors 
36    Rascal rambling and getting better 
37    Random prod yields windfall 
38    No Boeing plane has this instrument 
39    Deaf Eastern holy man confused, but also fed abundantly 

DOWN CLUES 
  1    Vegetarians enjoy a share of NATO funding 
  3    Most capable second halves unite without losing meaning 
  4    Prepare to score 
  5    Leaderless tough guy reverses into permafrost region 
  6    Eeyore heard to mention Scottish hillside 
  8    Mimic the primate 
  9    Assassin captures beast of burden twice 
12    Catch semi organised design drawing 
14    River property like Cary & Sophia’s 
15    Must yeast cause turmoil? 
17    Fellow meets mediaeval musician and becomes woodwind instrumentalist 
19    Ric takes on UN regarding mystic symbols 
21    Injured scalp secures jewellery 
22    The kind of fish that’s paid for on the doorstep perhaps 
23    Abbot’s deputy sounds like someone who will do this with a crowbar 
27    Deeds make utterance noisier than vocabulary 
29    Please stir and slip by 
30    Place of devotion transformed her sin 
32    Land measure sounds uncomfortable 
33    My advice: “Refuse to go there” 
34    I found myself in Legoland 
35    Heard informal greeting; maybe it’s Vera! 

Alan King 
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POETRY PAGES 
 
One of our regular readers lives in Cockermouth, Cumbria. He wrote the lines 
below just a few weeks after the terrible floods there on 19-20 November 2009. 
 

    
  

             
 
 

Threads of Hope 
 

It rained for forty days, 
It rained for forty nights; 
Or so it seemed. 
The relentless rain came pouring down  
To flood this little town. 
 
Meandering Cocker and placid Derwent  
Joined to make one evil force  
Unstoppable and strong. 
It swept up alleys, it swept through shops.  
Nothing could prevail. 
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Main Street a raging torrent became,  
Defied alone by festive tree and Mayo bold.  
Everything to sea was carried 
Fridges, trees and shopkeepers’ hopes.  
What was to become of Cockermouth? 
 
Helicopters clattering overhead day long,  
Letting down their threads of hope 
To snatch the living and defy the drowning surge.  
No one was lost to the swamp that day 
But only the Lord knows the reason why. 
 
Higher ever higher the waters rose and rose  
Bringing sorrow and despair to those 
Whose homes and memories were swept away.  
Nothing would be the same again 
After Black Thursday’s cursed pain. 
 
But people helping people upon that day so long 
Will forever remembered be. 
The love and care so freely given 
On that roaring day of mud and grief 
Stand as a testament profound and strong. 
 
At last the waters subside for now 
Leaving much to be done by all of us. 
Like a dog the town shakes off its flooded coat 
And begins the long recovery road 
With opening shops with things to buy. 
 
Mitchells opens its doors with a welcome 
And slowly, so slowly life begins again. 
A sign announces with pride “Main Street in Mitchells”  
To one and all, so come now come begin anew. 
This town of ours will rise again to be a Gem once more. 

 
W Barry Evans 
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Another reader has written the following poem 
 
 

Look Around 
 

Look around, look around, 
What do you see? 
A garden in flower –  
On a rose there’s a bee 
Gathering nectar to 
Take home to his hive. 
 
Look around, look around, 
What do you hear? 
A chorus of birds 
Singing up in a tree. 
What a wonderful way 
To start off my day. 
 
Look around, look around, 
What do you feel? 
The breeze in my hair, 
The sun everywhere. 
What a lovely day 
Watching children at play. 
 
Look around, look around, 
What do you do? 
Hope I’ll always be glad, 
Think of those who are sad, 
Say a prayer of thanks 
For all that I have. 
 

 
                                                                            Brenda Leach 
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FOREST DESIGN PLAN  

The Talley landscape is significantly shaped by three areas of Forestry 
Commission (FC) woodland. Two of them are separated by the Community 
Woodland, lying to the west and north of the village; the third and perhaps less 
well known lies to the east of the road to Crugybar, by the lane to Parc-y-Dilfa. 
The FC has recently carried out a review of its policy for the Talley Woodlands 
and by the time this article reaches you the period of consultation will be 
completed. A meeting will have been held on March 18

th
 and details of the 

proposals will have been placed on the Talley website. 

Essentially the intention is that the two areas of woodland on either side of the 
lake should evolve in the long term (by which we mean one hundred years plus) 
into broadleaved woodland, in line with the Welsh Assembly Government policy 
of increasing the proportion of such woodland in Wales. The woodland to the 
west and south of the village centre is more complicated, partly because of 
issues related to harvesting, and because the FC recognises that substantial 
clear fell would have a major impact on the village environment.  

So their harvesting and restocking scheme seeks to minimise the negative 
effects and develop a woodland with greater variety of tree stock and a less 
regimented appearance. The restocking will be a balance of 50% Douglas Fir; 
30% other conifers; and 20% mixed broadleaves. It is also hoped that the 
gullies and stream which run down the hillside can be colonised by native 
species so that there will be corridors through the conifers.  

Some areas are designated as LISS (Low Impact Silviculture System) eg the 
area of larches at the southern end of the woodland. Small scale change over 
the years will be made. The biggest threat to the larch population comes from a 
nasty organism, Phytophthora ramorum, (see below) which if it appeared would 
mean that the entire larch stock would have to be felled immediately. 

Phytophthora ramorum (P. ramorum) is a fungus-like pathogen that kills many 
of the trees that it infects. It was found on Japanese larch trees in South West 
England last year, and the outbreak in woodlands in the Afan Valley near Port 
Talbot, the Garw Valley near Bridgend, and the Vale of Glamorgan is the first 
time it has been encountered on larch elsewhere in Great Britain. 

The Forestry Commission have produced maps outlining their plans for felling 
and restocking the woodlands around Talley. Sections of these are reproduced 
on the following two pages. 
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Proposed Felling Plan 
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Proposed Restock Plan 
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• P. ramorum is a ‘quarantine’ organism under European Union law and its 
presence on trees or woodland plants must be notified to the relevant 
authorities (Forestry Commission, Fera, Welsh Assembly Government). It 
was first found in Britain on a viburnum plant in a nursery in 2002. 

• P. ramorum causes the disease known as “sudden oak death” in the USA, 
where it has killed millions of American native oak and tanoak trees. 
However, its American nickname is a misnomer in Britain, where laboratory 
tests have shown that our two native species of oak, sessile and 
pedunculate, are much more resistant to P. ramorum than their American 
cousins. Fewer than five native oak trees have been confirmed with P. 
ramorum.  

• P. ramorum should not be confused with acute oak decline (AOD), which is 
a separate disease affecting oak trees in the Midlands, parts of Wales and 
South East England, in which a newly discovered bacterium species 
appears to be involved. 

• P. ramorum kills most trees that it infects, but symptoms vary according to 
the type of tree or shrub. On Japanese larch (Larix kaempferi) trees, it 
causes shoot tips to wilt and needles to turn black and fall prematurely. 
Numerous cankers that bleed resin can appear on branches and the upper 
trunk. Infected Japanese larch trees produce particularly high numbers of 
the spores that spread the disease – five times the level produced on 
rhododendron - meaning the disease can quickly affect a large number of 
trees and shrubs. 

• P. ramorum has not been found infecting any European larch (Larix 
decidua) or hybrid larch (Larix x eurolepsis) trees, which are the other two 
species of larch grown in Britain, but these species are being kept under 
close surveillance. 

• P. ramorum can be spread on footwear, vehicle wheels, tools and 
machinery that have been used in infected forests, or by the movement of 
infected plants. It can also be spread in rain, mists and air currents, and 
scientists at Forest Research, the Forestry Commission’s scientific 
research arm, believe this is the likely pathway for the Japanese larch 
infections from South West England to South Wales. 

It would be ironic if after all the effort which has gone into a sympathetic and 
imaginative scheme for the Talley Woodlands, large areas were to be 
destroyed because of circumstances beyond anyone’s control.  

John Rees 
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PLANT DEWI 

Within the diocese of St David’s, the Bishop and his Council for Social 
Responsibility took on the responsibilities relinquished by the Children’s Society 
when it ceased to operate in Wales in 2005 and introduced a project to support 
children and young people. The project is named PLANT DEWI and is run from 
the project office in Carmarthen. 

The Project works with children, young people and families within their own 
communities, to enable them to participate more fully in decisions which affect 
their lives. Plant Dewi is a registered charity and relies heavily on donations 
from churches and individuals within the diocese to allow it to conduct its 
operations. 

One way to support this important work is by having a “Plant Dewi Box” in your 
home. Members of the household and visitors can be invited to put their small 
change in the box and, once a year, the contents of all the boxes will be 
collected by the local Plant Dewi Representative and donated to the charity.  

Amounts collected from each box may not be large, but collectively they make a 
worthwhile contribution. If just 50p per week is collected in only 20 boxes, an 
annual total of over £500 is easily achieved. 

If you would be prepared to have a “Plant Dewi House Box” in your home, or if 
you would like more information, please contact your local Plant Dewi 
Representative, Roger Pike at Bryn Heulog, Talley, telephone 01558 685741 or 
by email to rbpike@btinternet.com.  

Several people have been kind enough to have kept a yellow Plant Dewi 
collecting box in their home for the past year or so. The time has come for me 
to make the annual collection of money from the boxes and send it off to the 
Plant Dewi office. 

If you have already given your box to me, please accept my thanks. I hope to 
empty the remaining boxes during May.  

If you do not currently have a box, but would be prepared to participate in the 
scheme, please let me know and I will arrange for a box to be supplied.  

Please give this matter your most serious consideration. 

Thank You. 
Roger Pike 
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LINES FROM LIMOUSIN 

In the Garden 

Hello again. I am writing this, sitting with a cup of tea, watching the sun rise 
over the hills and listening to the birds singing their morning chorus. I have 
been outside and opened the front shutters to allow the sunlight to flood the 
house with light and warmth. It is 7.15am French time (6.15am Talley time) and, 
following the arrival of the cranes in the last week of February, Spring has truly 
arrived here. 

The Primroses that I brought over from Talley last year have opened their pale 
faces to the sun, along with their pink 
cousins that I rescued from a bank in 
the garden here. They were very 
stunted and didn’t flower as they had 
been mown for years, but now they too 
are full of flowers. The peach blossom 
is buzzing with bees – the promise of 
juicy fruits to come later in the year. In 
the ‘potager’ the purple sprouting and 
spinach are cropping well and this is 
the week to start sowing mangetout 
peas and planting out potatoes – a busy but so enjoyable time in the garden. 

Rose Cottage and the Talley Lathe 

As all of you will know, Rose Cottage has been for sale for sometime. The new 
owner’s, Derek and Jackie Nash from Caio, will be in residence soon – I believe 
that many of you will know them already. We returned to Talley in March to sort 
out the sheds and I decided to write this short history of Rose Cottage, the 
information, from prior to my ownership in 1995, was told to me by Alun Morgan 
of Porthselu. 

In the late 1860’s, the carpenter for the Edwinsford estate met and fell in love 
with a girl called Catherine. She was above him in station but they were 
determined to marry. The carpenter asked her father for her hand in marriage 
but her father said that he would only give his permission if the carpenter could 
provide her with a house to live in. He was very well thought of by his employer, 
the owner of the Edwinsford estate, so he went to see him to explain his 
problem and ask for help. His employer told him that he could have a plot of 
land opposite the church and he could build a house there for his Catherine, 
using stones form the abbey but he must do it in his own time. He took several 
years but the house was finished in 1872 and he married his Catherine.  
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This old photograph shows 
the carpenter with his wife 
Catherine and their daughter 
outside Rose Cottage and 
workshop. 

Ceinwen Jones was the last 
descendant of the carpenter 
to live in Rose Cottage, 
before it was sold in 1995. 
Before I bought the house, 
Alun removed the original 
treadle lathe from the old 
workshop and installed it in 

his own workshop. He electrified it and spent many happy hours working on it in 
his ‘cabin’ with his log burner going! This original lathe from the carpenter’s 
workshop is still in Alun’s cabin which is now situated in part of Rose Cottage 
garden. It has a bed 9’ long made from two massive timbers 6” x 3” and if you 
flick the switch the motor hums away still. Derek and Jackie Nash have kindly 
agreed to keep the Talley lathe in Alun’s old cabin as we feel that it is part of 
Talley history and should not leave the village. I am sure that if anyone is 
interested they would be happy to show it to you. 

The lathe as it is now:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Until next time, 
Jacqueline Boyes 
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A VIEW FROM THE HILL 

 
A Charitable Deed 

The “Big Society”, so enthusiastically proclaimed by ex-Etonians throughout 
the land, once flourished in the heart of our community. Workhouses, for 
instance, were locally funded and administered. The aristocracy were often the 
source of succour to the deserving poor and it was not unusual for babies – 
plant llwyn a pherth – to be abandoned on the steps of the local mansion from 
where they were hurriedly collected and taken to the servants’ quarters to be 
reared on a sustaining diet of gruel and stale bread.  

By the age of 10 they were usually strong enough to take employment as crow-
scarers or gleaners. That illustrious son of Tredegar, Nye Bevan, failed to 
recognise this contribution made by private enterprise when he embarked on 
his creation of the Welfare State. 

However the high Anglican spirit of 
“noblesse oblige” is alive and well in Talley! 
The benefice has graciously agreed to take 
in the foundling parish of Abergorlech. For 
readers uncertain as to the whereabouts of 
this distant village; it’s in a clearing in the 
forest on the “wrong” side of the Cothi. Few 
travellers have scaled the heights of Mynydd Cynrhos and waded the sloughs 
of the river valley in order to reach this sequestered spot.  

However, some years ago one local farmer was rescued from The Black Lion 
therein, by a search party which reached him after a few days journey. He 
claimed to have been lured there by a siren on the far bank of the river and 
detained both by her charms and by the ministration of a magic potion of 
forgetfulness which caused him to ignore fields, flocks and even(!) Single Farm 
Payment. His wife, citing barmaids and cider, refused to have him back. 
Nevertheless, we welcome this new addition to our benefice with 
condescension and a guarded cordiality! 

 

Rising Damp 

Aware that our musically sophisticated Mistresses of Melody are devotees of 
Schoenberg, the congregation assumed that they were employing his twelve-
note scale in their recent accompaniments. However as the organ  
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spontaneously created an array of sounds unknown even to the Austrian 
maestro, it was diagnosed as having suffered an assault from the damp which 
has assailed the church since its recent “renovation”.  

The installation of a small heater was proposed and here we looked to our 
leader, the Lay Reader, for guidance.  

“Mmm, electricity.” he mused “always preferred 
gaslight, myself. So much kinder to the mature man, 
don’t you think?” Then, recollecting himself, “Don’t 
understand the stuff. Get a man in.”  

Fortunately we were able to turn to the Eminence 
Grise – a mysterious character, Leclerc to our Lay 
Reader’s Richelieu, - who resides in a grove 
beyond the snows of Capel Isaac. This sage usually appears only to dazzle the 
congregation with a virtuoso performance on his beloved organ, but he 
answered the distress call of the instrument with the insertion of a small heating 
element.  

This has ameliorated the problem of the organ. Some discussion is now taking 
place as to whether similar provision might be appropriate for the organist. 

 

Stop Press 

A puff of white smoke from the vestry! A new Vicar has been chosen – or rather 
has chosen us.  

She will come to us from Rhydaman, an anthracite town south of the Tywi 
which languishes in the shade of the Black Mountain. We are sure that the 
bracing winds from Talley Lake will soon restore the roses to her cheeks. 

Croeso Cynnes iddi hi!  

 
 

Mynydd Du 
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MR POLLY COMES TO TALLEY 

Mr Polly lives near Caio, where he has a tree nursery. He arrived at the 
beginning of March with a van load of trees to be met by excited Year 5 and 6 
children from Talley School, with an accompanying retinue of teachers and 
villagers, many of them bearing spades and other fearsome looking weapons. 
The Amenity Field was the location for this arboreal extravaganza. 

The children, who behaved with all the enthusiasm and good humour I have 
come to expect of them, sat in the new gazebo for a briefing. They seemed 
pleased to be sitting in Talley’s new theatre of dreams, and I hope it will not be 
too long before plays, Eisteddfods and other concerts may take place there. We 
discussed the factors which would influence which trees were planted where; 
including their eventual size, drainage, overhead power lines and pipes below.  

So trees were issued by Mr Polly, and planting began. One or two adults either 
forgot the agreed principles or had not heard them, but in general the children, 
working in pairs with them (adults always need at least two children to keep 
them in order) managed to ensure the right trees were planted in the right 
places. It was agreed that while, sadly, some of the adults might not see the 
trees in their full glory, the children would; and what greater pleasure than to 
come back years later to see the trees you have planted or simply to watch 
them grow year by year.  

Trees planted included silver birch, oak, copper beech, walnut, alder, oak, 
sweet chestnut, ash and field maple. Cunningly, Mr Polly had not labelled the 
trees, so we shall have to look at the leaves when they appear and work out 
which tree is which. I hope that the children will be able to produce their own 
special labels with details of the trees and perhaps also a map. Over the years 
we hope too that the field will become one of the most liked areas of the village 
in which to walk, sit and generally enjoy being here in this very special bit of the 
world. 

Before Christmas, Mr Polly had planted hundreds of yards of hedging around 
the field. Again, later in the year, it will become clear which species have been 
planted but the intention is to have hedges rich in variety of colour, attractive to 
wild life and, after a first laying in eight to ten years time, the development of a 
hedge whose variety will complement the trees just planted.  

The next stage will be to develop the wet areas by creating a small scrape to 
encourage plant, animal, insect and bird life and to add the finishing touches to 
Talley’s own special field. We shall encourage wild flowers too. In the strip at 
the top of the field we hope to plant shrubs – if readers would like to give one or 
more, please contact me at Abbey View. 

John Rees 
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NEWS FROM EBENEZER APOSTOLIC CHURCH 

By the time you read this little snippet, you will perhaps have noticed that 
Ebenezer has had a new extension. More space for an increasing flock! 
Exciting times are ahead and our journey continues. 

    

Despite the terrible tragic events unfolding before our eyes, we believe that God 
has our future in His hands. As Jesus Himself says “And on this rock I will build 
my church and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.” (Matthew Chapter 16, 
verse 18.) 

We invite you to come and have fellowship with us at Ebenezer. We have a 
Praise & Communion Service at 10.30 a.m. and a Gospel Service at 5.00 p.m. 
every Sunday. Find us on the Talley Road between Llandeilo and Talley. Post 
code –SA19 7YA. 

For further information, telephone Pastor Eric Horley on 01269 593214.  

Angie Davies 

 

 

FAVOURITE TREES 
 
As you might have read elsewhere in this Newsletter, suggestions were invited 
for the types of tree that might be planted in the Tally Amenity Field. The five 
most popular species were: 

Copper Beech 
Wild cherry 
Oak 
Silver birch 
Horse chestnut 
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REFUGEES AT EDWINSFORD 

I arrived at Edwinsford. A man emerged from the darkness of one of the rooms 
– I understood before I left the reason for the darkness – and I greeted him. He 
did not have enough English to converse with me, but he turned to call on 
someone in his own language and presently a young woman with a worried 
look came towards me. 

I explained my errand, and immediately she offered to take me around the 
house. She explained that there were three families living there at the time and 
led me from one room to another. Here we are in a spacious room with 
windows opening on to the lawn; two enormous mirrors facing each other from 
two parallel walls. The gilt on the frames had long since lost its freshness, with 
many flaws on the mirror itself because of the dampness, I suppose. The 
plaster of the beautiful ceiling, also, was in no better condition. The glory has 
departed. But, standing there, it was not difficult to recreate and re-populate the 
room with the glory of the days of its prime and to see the floor full of happy 
couples in their gorgeous dresses dancing the minuet to the sound of the 
harpsichord and fiddles. 

The Edwinsford family takes us back over many centuries in the history of our 
nation; whatever out attitude may be to that history, or our opinion of the value 
of the contribution of these families to society and the life of the nation, we 
cannot but feel some little pang of sadness to see the ball winding to its end 
and the last inch of wool disappearing into the unconcerned cloth of time. The 
family lived in this place from the twelfth century up to the beginning of the last 
war, when the last baronet (the fifth) of the family moved to live in England. 

Later in the afternoon in Talley Abbey I saw a tombstone inscribed: 

IN MEMORY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE EDWINSFORD  
(RHYD EDWIN) FAMILY BURIED IN (OR NEAR) THIS VAULT 
FROM THE TWELFTH CENTURY (OR EARLIER) TO THE 
NINETEENTH CENTURY. THIS MONUMENT IS INSCRIBED  
BY THEIR DESCENDANT JAMES WILLIAMS-DRUMMOND  
5th BARONET, 1931.                              REQUIESCENT IN PACE 

And this is their end! A little earlier I mentioned a man emerging from the 
darkness of one of the rooms; the darkness was explained to me when the 
woman led me into another room. This one was darker, almost pitch-black, until 
my eyes grew accustomed to the darkness. In it I saw row upon row of oblong 
boxes, a foot in depth and about two and a half yards long by a yard wide. They 
were full of soil, but on the soil hundreds of mushrooms were beginning to 
appear.   So that was the secret!   How are the mighty fallen! 
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Out we went from the darkness into the sunlight and I turned the conversation, 
between me and the Polish woman, from the history of the Edwinsford family to 
a tragedy of another kind – refugees trying to recreate and rekindle the flame of 
life in a strange and inaccessible spot.  

A little child played at her feet and every now and then she would turn and greet 
him in her own tongue – Polish. 

“You still keep your language?”  

“Why yes.” 

“Does he speak any other languages?”  

“No, not yet.” 

“Where will he go to school?”  

“Talley.” 

“But that is a Welsh school.” 

“Yes.” 

“Will he learn Welsh?” 

“Of course, he will.” 

“What about English?” 

“He’ll learn that too, if need be.” 

“You don’t think that is too much?” 

“Why should I? I speak four languages, and so can he.” 

Formulating the servile question heard on the tongues of so many people in 
Wales, I said, “But what use will Polish be for him?” 

“What use?” she said astounded, “What use? That surely is a silly question. 
One day he’ll return, perhaps, to Poland and see his grandfather and 
grandmother and I would be ashamed if he could not speak to them in their own 
language – and his.” 

A contribution by Aneirin Talfan Davies in 
Lynn Hughes’ book “A Carmarthenshire Anthology” 

Reproduced here with permission 
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THE CARMARTHEN EISTEDDFOD  

The profusion of itinerant bards in the late fourteenth century caused 
embarrassment to their patrons so, in 1402, during the reign of Henry IV, 
Parliament enacted a law to get rid of “many diseases and mischiefs which 
have happened before this time in the land of Wales by many wasters, rhymers, 
minstrels and other vagabonds”, so that they would not be a burden on the 
country. Welsh poets were thus classified with vagabonds and beggars and 
liable to be put in the stocks or thrown into jail. Reputable poets had to find 
ways and means of protecting themselves against such punishment and this 
was achieved through a system of graduation and by the granting of licences to 
go on ‘bardic circuits’. The licence granted to Gruffudd Hiraethog, bard and 
herald, in 1546 is still in existence. The rules and regulations governing the craft 
of poetry were formulated at eisteddfodau, such as the eisteddfod held at 
Carmarthen around 1451 – the first to be described by that name. 

The Carmarthen eisteddfod was not so much a competitive event as an 
occasion for tightening the control over the bardic orders. It was held under the 
patronage of Gruffudd ap Nicolas of Dinefwr, the most powerful figure in West 
Wales in the middle of the fifteenth century. One report states that the event 
was spread over three months at Gruffudd’s castle at Dinefwr; others maintain 
that it lasted two or three weeks and that it took place at the New Town, 
Dinefwr. 

Gruffudd ap Nicolas judged the poets and awarded the silver chair to Dafydd ab 
Edmwnd, a gentleman-poet from Flintshire. He was not only a master 
craftsman but also a poet of considerable vision and imagination who sang 
mostly of love and beauty, in particular of the loveliness of women.  

The chair was awarded to Dafydd ab Edmwnd not so much for the beauty of his 
poetry as for his revision and modification of the twenty-four metres, which had 
been established during the previous century from traditional forms that had 
been evolved from the sixth century onward.  

He also brought stricter control over the intricate rules relating to cynghanedd 
(musical harmony). The proposals aroused considerable controversy and there 
were objections to them from the poets of South Wales, but Dafydd ab Edmwnd 
succeeded in persuading his fellow bards to accept the modifications. 

A contribution by Dillwyn Miles in 
Lynn Hughes’ book “A Carmarthenshire Anthology” 

Reproduced here with permission 
 

 



Y Llychau 

- 31 - 

ROMAN GOLD MINE 

In the area of central south Wales there is one recently excavated site, unique 
in Britain, that can be visited at Dolaucothi, located three-quarters of a mile 
south-east of the village of Pumpsaint, halfway between Llandovery and 
Lampeter. Gold was mined at Dolaucothi during the Roman period, and 
remains of the opencast and tunnel workings are still to be seen.  

The mining methods in use here were up to the most advanced technological 
standards of the time and made use of two aqueducts that supplied water to the 
site for washing ore and perhaps for powering stone-crushing mills. One of the 
aqueducts, traversing a distance of seven miles, was capable of supplying 
some three million gallons of water per day to the mines and the water from 
both aqueduct channels was controlled by a series of massively constructed 
reservoirs and sluices that directed the water to the various areas along the 
mine workings.  

In the National Museum of Wales is one of the large wooden water-wheels 
used at the mines for baling out water from the underground workings. Such 
wheels were worked by slave labour and are a harsh reminder of the darker 
side of life in Roman Britain.  

The complexity of the mining techniques in use at Dolaucothi can be paralleled, 
on a much larger scale, from the rich gold mines worked by the Romans in 
Spain. It is significant that the auxiliary unit stationed in the nearby fort of Llanio 
was from Asturia, in north-west Spain where some of the largest of these gold 
mines were located. It seems likely that it was engineers from this garrison who 
were responsible initially for developing the Dolaucothi mines. 

A contribution by Jacquetta Hawkes in 
Lynn Hughes’ book “A Carmarthenshire Anthology” 

Reproduced here with permission 
 

Present day entrance to the mine. 

 

                    Now a National Trust property. 
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MISTLETOE – THE CASE AGAINST? 

I have been following the correspondence regarding Mistletoe and the joyful 
acquisition of same, with a wry smile and raised eyebrow. Actually have you 
ever tried that? After extensive research, I have concluded that you can smile 
and raise both eyebrows at the same time, but raising just one eyebrow at 
exactly the same time as a smile, wry or otherwise, is very difficult. However, 
back to the mistletoe and I have to declare that I am on the other side of the 
fence (keeping the garden theme) from your happy importers. 

I lived in Gloucestershire for a great many years (yes Roger, I am that old!) 
where apple trees were very important to the rural lifestyle. In neighbouring 
Worcestershire and Herefordshire, apples were grown on a commercial scale, 
but locally there were mostly small orchards or even just a few trees in cottage 
gardens. Before the Industrial Revolution (no I don’t remember it!) the whole 
village would take their apples from one tree or from twenty trees, to the 
nearest farm that had a press and cider would be made. Not only was this 
enjoyed by the villagers but it was also used as part payment for itinerant farm 
workers who were apparently able to consume gallons of the stuff.  

What has all this to do with mistletoe? Well, as you know, the plant’s favourite 
host is the apple tree. 

For the last twenty-six years I lived in a pretty Cotswold village where my 
garden was once part of an orchard belonging to a Jacobean farmhouse. I was 
fortunate enough to have four very large apple trees, all over one hundred and 
twenty years old in the garden. They still fruited on a three year cycle – hardly 
any – quite a few – hundreds of apples! We were never sure exactly what 
variety they were, other than it was an old one. Every ancient, weather beaten 
local expert we consulted gave us, with great certainty, a different name! 

On these beautiful aged trees grew large quantities of mistletoe. How long it 
had been attached to them I do not know, but (I would guess) a pretty long 
time. Now the reason for the wry smile and raised eyebrow from half an hour 
ago was that ‘we’ villagers regarded the mistletoe as a pest that needed 
removing or at least strictly controlling. The mistletoe on my trees grew in huge 
bunches, (dumps, clumps or whatever the correct horticultural name is), that 
reached easily five feet from top to bottom and its main stem was four inches 
thick. Every year we bravely climbed ladders up to the few we could reach and 
hacked them down. After selecting a few pieces for Christmas decorations, the 
rest was put in a huge pile on the grass verge outside the house with a ‘help 
yourself’ sign and all disappeared within forty eight hours every year. 

I am not an expert (on anything, let alone mistletoe) and do not know whether  
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this semi-parasitic plant actually harms the tree or not. Given their great age, I 
suppose you would have to give mistletoe the benefit of the doubt and say 
probably not. However, it can cause a problem for the host tree in a way that 
may be surprising. We have just experienced some severe winters with 
considerable snowfall. Mistletoe is evergreen and therefore a mass of foliage 
collects and holds snow which otherwise would fall from bare branches, putting 
a great deal of extra weight, often at the outer ends of the branches, weighing 
them down until they crack. We lost a big main branch from one of our trees in 
exactly this way and it was very sad to see our wonderful old tree with a bough 
hanging down like a bird with a broken wing – and all due to the mistletoe! 

As far as propagating the plant is concerned, the main culprits in our garden 
were wood pigeons. They are not the daintiest of birds and would crash land in 
the mistletoe and set about it, sending leaves, twigs and yes, that too, 
cascading down onto the lawn. 

So mistletoe lovers beware! Enjoy your plant at Christmas but let it know who’s 
boss! 

Rita Buttler 
 

TALLEY LAKES 

Many readers will remember, I expect, that I mentioned some time back that 
evidence of the medicinal leech was found in a water-bird’s nest at the northern 
end of the southern lake in Talley. There are other common species of leech in 
the lakes, but a medicinal leech is so very rare these days that the lakes and 
their margins – a Nature Reserve of the Wildlife Trust of South and West 
Wales, owned by the RSPB – immediately had the highest protection order 
conferred on it. 

Now, I’ve learned, four actual medicinal leeches were found recently under an 
old swan’s nest by officers of the Countryside Council for Wales when they 
were surveying the lakes. The site was at the northern end of the northern lake. 
The officers were surveying for vegetation spreading out rapidly from the lake 
edges. If left unchecked, it would cover the entire surface, leading to scrub-
growth and the eventual disappearance of both lakes – though I don’t expect 
any of us will be here to see it. 

Such growth is often attributed to nitrate run-off from neighbouring fields. It can 
also be from sewage overflow or from farm sludge and so on. A thorough 
investigation led by the Environmental Agency will be taking place soon. 

Denys Smith 
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TALLEY SCHOOL 
 
1 March 
 

 
 
St David’s Day this year was 
celebrated by the children dressing 
up in our national costume. Cawl 
and Welshcakes were then served 
for dinner to celebrate this special 
day. 
 
2 March 
 

 
 
Year 5 and 6 pupils helped 
members of Talley Association to 
plant a variety of native trees on the 
community field. An enjoyable 
afternoon was had by the children. 
 

 

YSGOL TALYLLYCHAU 
 
1 Mawrth 
 

 
 
Dathlwyd Dydd Gwyl Dewi eleni 
drwyr plant yn gwisgo lan yn ein 
gwisg traddodiadol Cymraeg, 
cafwyd cinio o gawl a pice ar y 
maen i ddathlu. 
 
 
2 Mawrth 
 

 
 
Fuodd disgyblion blwyddyn 5 a 6 yn 
plannu amryw o wahanol goed  
yn ddiweddar. Plannwyd y coed ar 
gae y gymuned. Cafwyd prynhawn 
hwylus iawn. 
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5 March 
 

 
 
Talley school pupils took part in the 
Local Urdd Eisteddfod on Saturday 
at Pant Y Celyn School. The singing 
party won first prize, Imogen, 
Rosa, William, Non, Flo, 
Caitlin, Gwenlais and Sarah 
will now represent the  
Towy Valley in the County 
Eisteddfod. Also Non 
Roberts year 6 pupil won the 
brass competition and came 
third in the solo singing. Ellie 
and Keira competed in the solo for 
under 7 year olds. Ellie also won the 
reciting for year 2. Congratulations 
to them all in the next round. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oliver Cleverly (year 5) has 
been chosen to represent 
the County playing cricket. 
Oliver will be doing his 
traning at Llanelli. Well done 
Oli! 
 

5 Mawrth 
 

 
 
Fe gymerodd disgyblion yr ysgol 
rhan yn Eiteddfod Gylch Urdd 
Gobaith Cymru. Fe cafodd y parti 

canu y wobr cyntaf. Fe fydd 
Imogen, Rosa, William, Non, 
Flo, Caitlin, Gwenlais a 
Sarah yn cymerud rhan yn 
Eisteddfod y sir ymhen 
pythefnos. Hefyd fuodd Non 
blwyddyn 6 yn cystadlu yn yr 
adran pres cafodd y wobr 
cyntaf, hefyd trydydd yn yr 

unawd ganu. Yn yr adran llefaru 
fuodd Ellie yn llwyddiannus hefyd. 
Cymerodd Ellie a Keira rhan hefyd 
yn yr unawd i flynnyddoeddd 2 ac 
iau. Pob lwc i chi gyd yn y rhan 
nesaf. 
 
 
 
 

 
Mae Oliver Cleverly wedi cael 
ei ddewis i gynrychioli’r sir yn 
chwarae criced. Fydd Oliver 
yn cael ei hyfforddi yn 
Llanelli. Pob lwc i ti Oli! 
 
 

Editor’s Note     –     Following her success in the Local Urdd Eisteddfod, 
Ellie Lyng Murray subsequently also won the County section and will now 
represent this area in the National Urdd Eisteddfod in Swansea in May 
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11 March 
 

 
 

Talley School cawl and quiz evening 
was a great success. Presidents for 
the evening were Kevin and Janine 
Roberts; we thank them for their 
generous donation and for their 
continued support. Quiz masters for 
the senior quiz were Nigel and 
Sarah Walters, with Heledd Thomas 
for the juniors. We thank them for  
all the preparation. The cawl was 
prepared by Dilys James and Sheila 
Speke and was delicious as always. 
The winning Senior team was John 
and Nancy Walford, John Rees and 
Richrd Hughes; winners in the junior 
team were Dana, Kari, Cailtlin and 
Sarah. Congratulations to them all. 
Thank you very much for all the 
support and donations we received 
again this year. 
 
18 March 
 

The school celebrated Red Nose 
Day with the children dressing up in 
fancy dress. Some of the year 6 
pupils also baked cakes to raise 
money for the appeal. 
 

 

11 Mawrth 
 

 
 

Cafodd Ysgol Talyllychau noson 
llwyddiannus iawn gyda’r cawl a 
chwis. Kevin a Janine Roberts oedd 
llywyddion y noson, diolchwn iddynt 
am eu rhodd hael.  
Nigel a Sarah Walters oedd y cwis 
feistr ar gyfer cwis yr oedolion, a 
Heledd Thomas gwnaeth cwis y 
plant; diolchwn iddynt am eu gwaith 
caled. Cafodd y cawl eleni eu 
baratoi gan Dilys James a Sheila 
Speke.  
Ennillwyr cwis yr oedolion oedd 
John a Nansi Walford, John Rees a 
Richard Hughes. Dana, Kari, Caitlin 
a Sarah fuodd yn llwyddiannus yn 
cwis y plant. Diolchwn i bawb am y 
gefnogaeth eleni eto. 
 
 
 
18 Mawrth 
 

Fu plant Ysgol Talyllychau yn 
gwisgo lan mewn gwisg ffansi i godi 
arian ir elusen. Hefyd fu merched 
blwyddyn 6 yn pobi cacenau. 
Cafwyd diwrnod hwylus iawn. 
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To celebrate 

CHRISTIAN  AID  WEEK 
there will be a bi-lingual 

COMBINED  ACT  OF  WORSHIP 
in 

ESGAIRNANT  CHAPEL,  TALLEY 

at  7.00 pm  on 

TUESDAY,  17th  MAY,  2011 
followed by 

Light  Refreshments. 

 

This is an event for all the family and is supported by 

Providence Chapel, Cwmdu, Esgairnant Chapel, Talley,  
Ebenezer Church, Halfway,  St Michael’s Church, Talley  

Talley C.P. School 

 

A  WARM  WELCOME  IS  EXTENDED  TO ALL 
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St Michael and All Angels, Talley 
 

will be holding the annual 
 

STRAWBERRY  TEA 
 

on 
 

Saturday 18th June 
from 2.00 pm 

 

In the Abbey grounds 
and Church Hall 

 

with stalls, games, raffle etc. 
 

Strawberries, cream, scone and cup of tea     £ 3·00 
(children    £ 1·00) 

 
 

An entertainment for the whole family 
 

ADMISSION  FREE 
 
 

Please come along, you won’t regret it. 
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TALLEY  COMMUNITY  OPEN  GARDENS  DAY 

On 

Saturday  11th  June 

from 10.30 am until 4.30 pm 

several local residents in the Talley area will be opening their 
private gardens to visitors. 

Full details will be published on posters throughout the village 

PLEASE  SUPPORT  THEM  WITH  A VISIT 

A single £5 ticket (including a map showing the location 
of the open gardens) will allow access to all of them. 

 

 

OPEN GARDENS 

In the last issue of this Newsletter there was an introductory article about the 
Open Gardens Day. Several people have already indicated their willingness to 
open their own gardens this year, however we still need some more. It is not 
too late to give permission for your garden to be included in the event, but you 
must act soon.  

Please contact Roger or Shelley Pike (details on the back page), preferably 
before the end of May, if you would be prepared to participate in what is a very 
enjoyable social occasion. It doesn’t matter how big or small your garden is, 
whether it is formal or not, if it’s mature or still developing; all we ask is that you 
would be willing to allow visitors to share its delights. 

Please consider opening your garden on 11
th
 June. You’ll be surprised how 

satisfying it is just watching visitors getting as much enjoyment from your 
garden as you do yourself. You may even be able to get some of them to 
suggest what could be done with that “problem corner”. 

Please contact me so that your garden can be added to the list for visitors to 
look at. 

Roger Pike 
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THE NEWSLETTER 

Y Llychau is published by the Newsletter Team on behalf of the congregation of 
St Michael & All Angels, Talley, for the benefit of all local residents. Although 
sponsored by the church, the newsletter is intended to address the needs of the 
whole community and not just those of the church congregation. We hope to 
involve as many local residents and local organisations as possible and aim to 
make the content of interest to the majority of local residents.  

This can best be achieved by including articles written by, or suggested by, its 
readers. Anyone wishing to contribute articles for inclusion in future issues of  
Y Llychau is requested to contact the Chairman of the Newsletter Team. 

 

Roger Pike 
Newsletter Team Chairman 

Bryn Heulog, Talley, Llandeilo, SA19 7YH 

Tel:  01558 685741 

e-mail:   rbpike@btinternet.com. 
 
 

 
 

THE NEXT ISSUE 

Intended Publication Date – Friday 1st July 2011 

Copy Dates  –  Please submit all items for inclusion in the next issue 

                       as soon as possible but BEFORE the dates below 
 

     For contributions written in one language (either English or Welsh)  
  Tuesday  24th  May 2011 (to allow time for translation) 

 

    For contributions written in both languages (English and Welsh) or 
          where no translation is required  Tuesday  31st  May  2011. 

 

 


