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THE FRONT PAGE 

The photograph shows Talley House in the early 20th century. There has been 
a building on the current Talley House site for many hundreds of years. It is 
thought likely that an early building was probably allied to the abbey. Originally, 
Ty’r Jenkin Gwynne was the name of several separate dwelling houses on the 
site. In 1771 they were occupied by Daniel Price and his wife Elizabeth. 
Daniel’s son (also called Daniel) took over the property in 1817. He married 
Elizabeth Long in 1821 and the houses were combined into one as the family 
grew. By 1839, the name Ty’r Jenkin Gwynne had disappeared and Talley 
House was named on the Parish Rate Book. In 1867 the building was extended 
by Daniel’s son, David Long Price, and includes much of the house as it is 
today. He also diverted the Talley to Cwmdu road to incorporate a lawn at the 
front of the house. 
 

THE “EDITOR” WRITES 

A Happy New Year to you all and welcome to issue 44 of the Newsletter. I hope 
that you will find some of the articles in it of interest, but if not perhaps you 
could write something yourself for the next edition that you feel would have a 
wider appeal. I can only include pieces that are submitted. If no articles are sent 
to me, I have to write some myself to fill the pages and I am sure that 
contributions from readers would be more entertaining to read than my efforts. 

In the last issue, I reluctantly made an appeal for donations towards the cost of 
producing Y Llychau. I am very grateful to everyone who responded to my plea. 
As a result of their generosity, we should be able to maintain publication for at 
least another year. If you intended to donate something but either forgot or 
were too busy with all your Christmas preparations to find the time to do so, it’s 
not too late. Simply give or send your contribution to me. I can assure you that it 
will be most enthusiastically received. As I said last time, I apologise for having 
to ask for money, but rising costs are making it more and more difficult for the 
church to sponsor what I hope you consider to be a worthwhile project. When  
Y Llychau was launched in 2006, some people asserted that it would not 
survive for more than a couple of issues. Your support has proved them wrong! 
Thank you. 

On page 3 there is a Christmas message from the Bishop of St Davids, which 
unfortunately arrived too late to be included in the previous issue. 

Roger Pike 
“Editor” 
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 

Christmas is a time for giving and 
receiving.  The smiles on the faces 
of the children as they gather round 
the tree to open their presents is 
one of the joys of the season.  And, 
in a sense, those smiles and the 
gratitude they illustrate are their gift 
to us.  

But there’s more to giving and 
receiving than the exchange of 
brightly-wrapped boxes, however 
welcome they might be.  And giving, 
especially, is not just for Christmas.  
For Christians, it is for life.  And, in 
giving, Life is affirmed. 

Giving can take many forms and we 
have many gifts to offer.  For many 
churchgoers, it can amount to a few 
pounds dropped into the collection 
plate or the weekly envelope.  But 
time, care and commitment can 
often be even more valuable: time 
taken to help someone in need; 
caring for family, a friend or a 
neighbour; commitment to a 
worthwhile task or project that brings 
benefit to others.  

At Christmas, we recall God’s gift to 
us.  He so loved the world that he 
gave us His only begotten son that 
we might have eternal life.  It’s a gift 
we must cherish, nurture and love. 
And love, as we know, is the 
greatest gift of all.  

I wish you all a Joyful Christmas and 
a Blessed and Fruitful New Year. 

+ Wyn (Bishop of St Davids) 
 

NEGES Y NADOLIG 

Mae’r Nadolig, yn draddodiadol, yn 
amser i roi ac i dderbyn. Mae’r 
llawenydd ar wynebau’r plant wrth 
iddynt ddod o gwmpas y goeden i 
agor eu hanrhegion yn un o 
uchafbwyntiau’r tymor. Ac ar ryw 
ystyr, y llawenydd hwnnw a’r 
diolchgarwch sy’n cael ei fynegi 
drwyddo yw eu hanrheg nhw i ni. 

Ond mae yna fwy i roi a derbyn na 
chyfnewid blychau mewn papur 
lliwgar, waeth pa mor dderbyniol yw’r 
rheiny. Ac mae rhoi, yn enwedig, yn 
fwy na dim ond rhywbeth ar gyfer y 
Nadolig,. I Gristnogion, mae’n 
rhywbeth am oes. Ac wrth roi, mae 
bywyd yn cael ei gadarnhau. 

Gall rhoi ddod ar sawl ffurf ac mae 
gennym lawer o roddion i’w cynnig. I 
lawer o fynychwyr eglwys, gall olygu 
ambell bunt sy’n cael ei roi yn y 
casgliad neu yn yr amlen wythnosol. 
Ond gallwn feddwl am well rhoddion 
na hynny. Mae amser, gofal ac 
ymrwymiad yn llawer mwy 
gwerthfawr: rhoi o’n hamser i helpu 
rhywun sydd mewn angen; gofalu am 
deulu, ffrind neu gymydog; 
ymrwymiad i dasg neu brosiect 
gwerthfawr sy’n dod â lles i eraill. 

Adeg y Nadolig byddwn yn dwyn i gof 
rodd Duw i ni. Do, carodd Duw y byd 
gymaint nes iddo roi ei unig Fab er 
mwyn i bob un sy’n credu ynddo gael 
bywyd tragwyddol. Dyma rodd y 
mae’n rhaid i ni ei choleddu, ei 
meithrin a’i charu. A chariad, fel y 
gwyddom, yw’r rhodd bennaf un. 

Nadolig Llawen iawn i bob un 
ohonoch, a Blwyddyn Newydd 
Fendithiol a Ffrwythlon. 

+ Wyn 
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CANDLEMAS 

February 2nd is the festival of Candlemas. It is a traditional Christian festival 
that commemorates the ritual purification of Mary, forty days after the birth of 
her son Jesus. The day also marks the ceremonial presentation of the baby 
Jesus to God in the Temple at Jerusalem. 

Ritual purification stems back to a Jewish tradition that women were considered 
unclean after the birth of their child. For 40 days following the birth of a boy, or 
60 days following the birth of a girl, women weren’t allowed to worship in the 
temple. At the end of this time, the women were brought to the Temple or 
Synagogue to be purified, after which they were allowed to take part in religious 
services again. 

Forty days after the birth of a Jewish boy, it was the custom to take him to the 
Temple in Jerusalem to be presented to God by his thankful parents and to 
perform the ‘redemption of the firstborn’, in obedience to the Law of Moses. In 
his Gospel, St Luke describes how Mary and Joseph took the baby Jesus to the 
temple and how they took the option provided for poor people (those who could 
not afford a lamb) of sacrificing “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons”.  

While in the temple they encountered Simeon, who had been promised that “he 
should not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ”. Simeon took the 
child in his arms and prayed the prayer that we now know as the Nunc Dimittis. 
“Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace; according to Thy word: for 
mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face 
of all people: to be a light to lighten the gentiles and to be the glory of Thy 
people Israel”. 

Like some other Christian festivals, Candlemas draws some of its elements 
from Paganism. In pre-Christian times, this day was known as the ‘Feast of 
Lights’ and celebrated the increased strength of the life-giving sun as winter 
gave way to spring. This ancient festival marked the mid point of winter, half 
way between the winter solstice (the shortest day) and the spring equinox. 

February 2nd was the day of the year when all the candles that were to be used 
in the church during the coming year, were brought into church and a blessing 
said over them – so it was the Festival Day (or ‘mass’) of the Candles, hence it 
became known as Candlemas. Candles were important in those days and not 
only because there was no electric lights. Some people thought they gave 
protection against plague, illness and famine, while for Christians, they were a 
reminder that Jesus is the “light of the World”. 

Candlemas is a day which holds many different customs. 
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On Candlemas night, many people used to place lighted candles in their 
windows at home to scare away evil spirits on the dark winter nights. Some 
people believed that Candlemas predicted the weather for the rest of the winter. 

“If Candlemas Day be fair and bright 
Winter will have another fight. 
If Candlemas Day brings cloud and rain, 
Winter’s gone; ’twon’t come again”. 

In France, it was traditional to eat crepes on Candlemas. Each family member 
would prepare and cook his own crepe while holding a coin in his hand. This 
was believed to assure wealth and happiness until the next Candlemas Day. 

For some people, different superstitions also surround this festival. For 
instance, if a candle drips only on one side when carried in church on 
Candlemas, it denotes a death of a family member during the coming year. Any 
Christmas decorations not taken down by Twelfth Night (January 5th) should be 
left up until Candlemas Day and then taken down.  
As Robert Herrick (1591–1674) said in his poem 

“Down with the rosemary, and so 
Down with the bays and mistletoe; 
Down with the holly, ivy, all, 
Wherewith ye dress’d the Christmas Hall”. 

Snowdrops were commonly known as Candlemas Bells because they often 
bloom early in the year, even before Candlemas sometimes. The superstitious 
used to believe that these flowers should not be brought into the house prior to 
Candlemas. However, others believed that snowdrops purified the home. 

Although many Christians observe Candlemas, it is not a public holiday in 
countries such as the United Kingdom, the United States of America, Australia, 
Canada etc. In fact, in the USA Candlemas coincides with Groundhog Day, the 
earliest reference to which (an entry in the diary of storekeeper James Morris) 
can be found at the Pennsylvania Dutch Folklore Center at the Franklin and 
Marshall College: 

“Last Tuesday, the 2nd, was Candlemas day, the day on which, according 
to the Germans, the Groundhog peeps out of his winter quarters and if he 
sees his shadow he pops back for another six weeks nap, but if the day be 
cloudy he remains out, as the weather is to be moderate.” 

According to folklore, it is the badger that comes out to test the weather at 
Candlemas in the United Kingdom. 

Roger Pike 
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OPENING THE GARDEN TO THE PUBLIC, OR ................... 
THE ART OF LIST-MAKING 

Editor’s Note: In June 2013, the Chairman of the West Wales Cottage Garden 
Society opened his private garden for the first time under the 
National Garden Scheme. He then wrote an article about it, 
which was published in the Cottage Garden magazine. It is 
reproduced here with permission. 

 

Sometime in June 2012 in a fit of sociability and bonhomie our friends from our 
local CGS group gathered in our garden for a pot luck picnic. There is 
something horribly head-turning about friends being enthusiastic about one’s 
achievements which ended in our saying “yes, it would be lovely to open the 
garden as part of the NGS Scheme”. Lovely? Lovely?? How could it seem 
such a simple and enjoyable proposition? My gravestone will read “It seemed 
like a good idea at the time.....”  

In times of crisis only one thing really soothes – make a list.  

July 2012 – sort out new wildflower beds; erect hedges; create new beds (not 
too ambitious just 3 or 4 of no more than 60-70 sq. m each); keep on top 
of weeds; keep lawns cut. Easy 2-3 hours a week steady pottering will 
make sure all is done. 

August 2012 – Assessors very happy to agree our being part of the NGS 
Scheme, but a little concerned that we’re being ambitious. Rain, rain, 
wind and rain. The list hasn’t changed, but weeds seem to be forming 
their own Infantry Regiments – moving slowly, but inexorably, through the 
mud. Easy 4-5 hours a week steady pottering will make sure all is done. 

September 2012 – the new beds at the top of the slope are sliding Somme-like 
to their demise. Plants, chosen with care and attention for their 
unbounded joy at being dry, hold leaves with their drowning comrades 
and clutch at the chlorophyll equivalent of Scuba gear. Nothing on the list 
has progressed, but with extra detail has stretched to a full page. 
Focussed 8-9 hours a week steady pottering will make sure all is done.  

October 2012 – Rain. 2 acres of lawns now not cut for over 3 weeks.  

November 2012 – Rain and floods. 2 acres of lawns now not cut for over 7 
weeks and visitors taking to bringing their own machetes to cut their way 
safely to the front door. 

 



Y Llychau 

- 7 - 

 
December 2012 – Rain and freezing temperatures. Lawns taken to cutting 

themselves from desperation. Temperate plants now decidedly 
intemperate. Dedicated 2 days a week steady pottering will make sure all 
is done.  

January 2013 – Everything that should have been done in September is now 
on the list. Everything that should have been done in October is now on 
the list. Everything that should have been done in November & December 
is now on the list. Read list, open bottle of wine. Read list, drink bottle of 
wine. Read list. Start crying. 

February 2013 – New List – ‘How to Get Out of Opening Garden’. List stays 
blank; not dissimilar to brain.  

March 2013 – New List – huge consultations, debates, remedial sorties and 
desperate trudging through soaked gardens refines list to the bare 
essentials and reduces it from 4 pages of closely typed A4 to: “Do 
Garden”. Not very helpful, so start New List. Solid 3-4 days a week 
steady pottering will make sure all is done.  

April 2013 – Read old list. Too much to do so start New List. All is now under 
control, everything calm, completely confident at being able to be ready in 
plenty of time. Wake up. Flat-out 5-6 days a week solid graft will make 
sure all is done.  

May 2013 – Revert to “Do Garden” List which now includes a “buy wine” 
section.   

June 2013 – It’s been dry. A weird yellow blob in the sky has appeared. Steady 
sauntering-style plants and trees, who edge into summer with decorous 
dignity, have suddenly girded stems and launched themselves Usain Bolt 
fashion into accelerated birth, adolescence and rampant maturity. Work is 
fun. Weeds recede. Friends admire. Garden opens. People arrive. 
Smiles, laughter, praise for taking on the challenge............ “no, no, it was 
nothing. We’ve really enjoyed doing it. We’d recommend doing it to 
anyone.”  

July 2013 – Start list to make sure all is on track next year so that an easy 2-3 
hours a week steady pottering will make sure all is done.  

Roy Weston 
Chair, West Wales Cottage Garden Society 
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ST MICHAEL’S HARVEST SUPPER 

On the evening of Saturday, 28
th
 September, St Michael’s held its annual 

Harvest Supper in the Church Hall. About two dozen people gathered in the 
room to enjoy each other’s company and to eat a harvest meal.  

This year the main courses had, as usual, been prepared by Roger and Shelley 
Pike. A choice of Chicken Tagine or Chili Con Carne was on offer, to be 
followed by a selection of fruit tarts purchased from Sainsburys – there’s a limit 
to how much cooking one couple has time to do before such an event. 

During the afternoon, after 
positioning the tables in the hall, 
selecting suitable crockery and 
cutlery to use, Roger put the 
finishing touches to the chicken 
and chili dishes. As can been 
seen in the photograph, he was 
ably assisted in this task by the 
“acting deputy assistant under-
chef”, John Walford, before he 
was forced to vacate his post to 
administer a reviving glass of red 
wine to himself. 

This allowed time for the “master 
chef” to regain control by gaining 
access to the oven to prepare 
the baked potatoes and bread 
rolls that were to accompany the 
meal. 

When everyone had arrived and been seated, the Area Dean, Rev Ian Aveson, 
was invited to say grace and the feasting began. While some present found it 
difficult to decide which main course to select, others had no such difficulty – 
they simply opted for some of each. Before, during and after the meal, the 
every versatile John Walford assumed the role of Wine Waiter and expertly 
replenished the glasses of the diners with wine that he had kindly supplied at 
his own expense; for which we are very grateful and those present were very 
appreciative. 

St Michael’s Church Hall may not be the most comfortable of dining rooms but, 
possibly helped the volume of food and drink that was being consumed, all  
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those that attended on that cold and damp evening appeared to overlook any 
shortcomings that the accommodation offered. Instead, they ate, drunk and 
chatted as though it was the most suitable of locations for such a prestigious 
event. 

As the evening drew to a conclusion 
and people started to depart, there 
only remained the usual post-meal 
activities to be undertaken. Tables 
had to be cleared and folded away, 
the floor had to be swept and, of 
course the washing up had to be 
done. This provided our “jack of all 
trades” with the opportunity to 
demonstrate that not only could he 
assist(?) with the cooking and 
dispense wine but he had been 
practising the art of using a tea towel. 

On behalf of everyone associated 
with the organisation of the evening, I 
would like to express my sincere 
thanks to all those who supported it; 
whether by buying a ticket, making a financial donation or contributing in any 
other way. As a result of their efforts, this year’s Harvest Supper raised £100 for 
church funds and put a smile on the treasurer’s face. 

Roger Pike 
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TALLEY SCHOOL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 October 

Talley School held its annual 
harvest thanksgiving service at St 
Michael’s, Talley. The pupils told us 
the importance of thanking God for 
the harvest again this year. Mr John 
Wallford also spoke to the children 
about the importance of sharing.  

Thank you to Mrs James for playing 
the organ for the congregation. A 
special tea was prepared by the 
church for the children and parents. 
Thank you very much for the 
welcome again this year. 
 

 

YSGOL TALYLLYCHAU 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 Hydref 

Buodd ysgol Talyllychau yn  
dathlu diolchgarwch eleni gyda 
gwasanaeth yn eglwys San 
Mihangel, Talyllychau. Buodd y 
plant yn adrodd y pwysigrwydd or 
cynhaeadf eleni eto. Cafodd y plant 
anerchiad pwrpasol iawn am rhannu 
gyda Mr John Wallford. 

Diolch i Mrs Janet James am 
chwarae’r organ ir gynulleidfa. 
Diolch o galon ir eglwys am baratoi 
te blasus iawn ir plant, staff ar rhieni. 
Diolch am y croeso cynnes. 
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Talley School pupils had a busy day 
raising money for Children In Need. 
The pupils dressed up in pyjamas, 
baked cakes and sold wrist bands. 
Congratulations to them all for 
supporting a very worthy cause. 
 

 
 

Some of the pupils buying cakes 
from the cake stall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Buodd disgyblion Ysgol Talyllychau 
yn brysur yn codi arian ir Elusen 
Plant Mewn Angen. Buodd y plant 
yn gwisgo dillad nos, gwerthi 
cacennau blasus a gweethu 
bandiau. Llongyfarchiadau mawr 
iddynt am gasglu arian ir plant sydd 
yn llai ffodus na ni. 

 

The school cook, Mrs Speke, got 
into the spirit of raising money by 

dressing as a hamster 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Some of the Foundation Phase children dressed in their pyjamas 
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MACMILLAN COFFEE 
MORNING 

The monthly Talley Coffee Morning 
was hijacked again last year in 
October to help raise money for 
Macmillan Cancer Support. Nearly 
30 people from the Talley area, 
including little ones, came and 
showed their support. Much tea, 
coffee and cake was consumed and 
together we raised £301, which is 
incredible for such a small 
community. 

So far the coffee mornings around 
the world have raised over £14 
million this year. This fantastic 
amount of money goes towards 
helping support people with cancer. 

“The Macmillan team is with you 
every step of the way. We are the 
nurses and therapists helping you 
through treatment. The experts on 
the end of the phone. The advisers 
telling you which benefits you’re 
entitled to.” 

Thank you everyone for your 
generosity. 

Angie Hastilow 

Editor’s Note:  Talley Coffee 
Mornings are usually held  
in St Michael’s Church Hall 
on the FIRST TUESDAY of 
each month from 10.30am 
until noon. Please note that if 
the day before is a BANK 
HOLIDAY, the Coffee 
Morning is moved to the 
second Tuesday. 

 

BORE COFFI MACMILLAN 

Cafodd Bore Coffi misol Talyllychau 
ei gymryd  drosto eleni eto ym Mis 
Hydref i godi arian i gefnogi Cancr 
Macmillan. Daeth bren i dri deg o 
bobol o ardal Talyllychau, yn 
cynnwys plant bach, i ddangos eu 
cefnogaeth. Cafodd llawer o de, 
coffi, a teisenau eu bwyta, a gyda’n 
gilydd codwyd £301 syddyn 
anghredadwy am gymuned mor 
fach. 

Hyd yn hyn mae’r boreau coffi o 
amgylch y byd wedi codi dros £14 
miliwn eleni. Mae’r swm hwn o arian 
yn mynd at gefnogi pobl gyda cancr. 

“Mae’r tim Macmillan gyda chi bob 
cam o’r ffordd. Ni yw’r nyrsys a’r 
‘therapista’ sy’n eich helpu drwy’r 
driniaeth, Yr arbenigwyr a’r ben 
draw’r ffôn. Y cynghorwyr sydd yn 
dweud wrthych beth sydd ar gael i 
chwi.” 

Diolch i bawb am eich haelioni. 

Angie Hastilow 

Nodyn y Golygydd: Mae boreau 
coffi Talyllychau yn cael eu 
cynnal fel rheol yn neuadd 
Eglwys Sant Mihangel ar y 
dydd Mawrth Cyntaf o bob 
mis am 10.30 y bore, hyd 12 
o’r gloch. Nodwch os gwelwch 
yn dda, os bydd y dydd cyn 
hynny yn Wyl y Banc, bydd y 
bore coffi yn symud i’r ail 
ddydd Mawrth. 

(kindly translated by Hefin Thomas) 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

The first Macmillan coffee morning 
was held in 1990; a local fundraising 
committee in Hampshire held one 
and the cost of the coffee was 
donated to Macmillan. The first 
nationwide coffee morning took 
place in the following year, with 
2,600 people registering to host one.  

Over the years, the coffee mornings 
have diversified into many different 
fundraising events; from pub 
quizzes to garden parties. These 
include world record attempts for the 
highest coffee morning (on a jet 
fighter in 2004), the most distant 
coffee morning (Antarctica in 2002) 
and the world’s deepest coffee 
morning (down Poldark Mine in 
Cornwall in 2003). 

Macmillan also holds the Guinness 
World Record for the Largest 
Simultaneous Coffee Party. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A WYDDECH CHWI? 

Cafodd y bore coffi Macmillan cyntaf 
ei gynnal yn 1990. Cynhaliwyd un 
gan bwyllgor codi arian lleol yn 
Hampshire, a cyfrannwyd cost y 
coffi i Macmillan. Cynhaliwydy bore 
coffi cyntaf ledled y wlad y flwyddyn 
ganlynol, gyda 2,600 o bobl yn 
cofrestri i gynnal un. 

Dros y blynnyddoedd, mae’r boreau 
coffi wedi arallgyfeirio i lawer o 
wahanol ddigwyddiadau i godi arian; 
o gwis tafarn i bartion gardd. Mae 
rhain yn cynnwys ymgais record byd 
am y bore coffi uchaf (o’r awyren jet 
yn 2004), y bore coffi pellaf 
(Antartica yn 2002), a’r bore coffi 
dyfnaf yn y byd (lawr Pwll Poldark 
yng Nghernyw yn 2003). 

Mae Macmillan hefyd yn dal Record 
Byd Guiness am y Parti Coffi mwyaf 
ar yr un pryd. 

(kindly translated by Hefin Thomas) 
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DINEFWR PARK & NEWTON HOUSE 1979-82 
The ‘Interregnum Years’ and my part in it 

After centuries as the seat of power of the Lords Dinefwr, Newton House with 
its courtyards and gardens together with the old town school buildings were 
sold to a Dutchman, a gaunt looking, middle aged man named Hans Crum. His 
vision was to create an educational centre for the study of Anthroposophy, 
based on the philosophy of Rudolf Steiner. (Anthroposophy concerns the basic 
spiritual questions of humanity, a need to relate to the world from a scientific 
attitude and the need to develop a relation to the world based on individual 
judgments and decisions.) An example in this area is Coleg Elidir, 
Rhandirmwyn, which teaches young people with learning difficulties such skills 
as farming, milling, baking, spinning and weaving in a rural community setting. 

The old grammar school in Llandeilo (now Pili Pala) became a Steiner School 
and that is why we moved from Bangor Teifi to a small dairy farm up the Talley 
Road, so that our children could attend this new school. When the school 
opened we hosted one of the teachers, who was a Canadian, on our farm. We 
also helped finance the refurbishment of the school. 

When I first visited Newton House the rooms had signs saying such things as 
“String Quartet this way” or “Piano Recital this way” as Lord Dinefwr had held 
highbrow cultural events there before he sold up. Many people came to live at 
the castle or in the courtyard houses. Some even pitched tipis in the walled 
garden. People sold their houses and put their money into the project. As time 
went on, a lack of focus led to an element of chaos causing rifts to emerge 
within the community. I remember Hans asking me to take the Tamworth Sow 
away as it was digging up the turf around the big house. 

One day Hans Crum came to help us bale the hay on our farm. He brought 
about 20 Dutch young people with learning difficulties and their minders to help 
cart the hay. A neighbour of mine had placed my Landrover and trailer on a 
steep slope and as I tried to recover it, it rolled over and over down the hill and 
then righted itself before I was able to bring it to a halt. All the Dutch students 
thought it was a stunt and cheered and clapped. I just had a sore head. 

I was new to the town mart in Llandeilo (behind the bus depot, but now closed) 
but managed to pen my fat lambs and enter them for sale without mishap. 
However, I failed to avoid embarrassment as I had forgotten to raise the ramp 
on my livestock trailer and all eyes turned to me as I attempted to drive off. I 
recovered my self esteem in the eyes of the townspeople on the day Prince 
Charles and Princess Diana made their visit to Llandeilo after their wedding. 

I was returning from Carmarthen Mart with my Landrover and trailer when I was  
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pulled over by the police on the A40 just past Whitemill. The royal couple 
passed by and I waved, but they seemed too engrossed in conversation to 
notice me. When the last police outriders had passed, I resumed my journey 
and as we entered Llandeilo I found myself at the rear of the royal procession. 
Large crowds were contained behind barriers lined by police and as my 
battered Landrover approached the crowds resumed their cheering and 
clapping as they saw my incongruous inclusion in the event. For a moment I 
imaged being ushered into the Civic Hall, but was brought back down to earth 
when briskly diverted out of town at C.K.’s crossroads. 

During that period, Hans Crum gave me a White Park heifer, which later went to 
join the rare breed collection at Carreg Cennen Castle. He also gave me a very 
large, old White Park bull and I realised why when my neighbour telephoned 
me to say that the bull was in with his pedigree Friesian heifers. The bull was 
unstoppable and unfortunately ended up at the slaughter house in Llanybyther. 
On another morning at about 5am, I was awoken by Hans Crum who phoned to 
ask me to bring my shot gun to the castle as his Alsatian dogs had seriously 
mauled a number of sheep. 

Hans had run up a huge debt, including £300,000 owed to Midland Bank, who 
brought bankruptcy proceedings against him. As a creditor, I was invited to 
attend a Creditors’ Meeting with the Official Receivers in Swansea. On the way 
I stopped to ask the way from a lady in Swansea. She had a Golden Retriever 
with her and I asked her “Where did you get your dog?” She said that she had 
bought it from a farmer up the Talley Road. By a strange coincidence it 
happened to be me. 

I was the only creditor at the meeting (the others were being represented) so I 
was asked to sign the bankruptcy papers. Afterwards, while shopping in 
Swansea, I happened to bump into Hans Crum who asked me for a lift home. 
When we reached my car at the Official Receivers Office, Hans realised why I 
was there. We did not speak until we reached Llandeilo and he asked to be 
dropped off outside the Midland Bank. The manager appeared at the door of 
the bank at that moment and when he saw us he gave me a stern look. He had 
already advised me to have no further dealings with Hans Crum. 

That was the last time I saw Hans. He moved away and I later heard that he 
had taken his own life. 

Dinefwr Park was then bought by the National Trust and went through a major 
renovation before opening to the public. 

“Francis Quirk” 
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GOOD HEAVENS! 

The following appeared in a newspaper many years ago. 

An artist renovated and retouched some great oil paintings in a church and then 
sent in this bill. 

 

  1  For correcting The Ten Commandments               £1 1s 4d 

  2  Renovating Heaven and readjusting the stars          £1 9s 9d 

  3  Touching up Purgatory and restoring Lost Souls         £2 11s 4d 

  4  Mending shirt of Prodigal Son and cleaning his ears        13s 6d 

  5  Putting new tail and comb on St Peter’s rooster 
               and regilding left wing of Guardian Angel           £1 1s 6d 

  6  Putting earrings in Sarah’s ears             £1 11s 6d 

  7  Decorating Noah’s Ark and putting new head 
               on Shem               £1 17s 0d 

  8  Brightening up Hell’s flames, putting a new tail on 
             the Devil and doing odd jobs for the Damned          £1 0s 9d 
 

 

S Shawe 
 

 

WELSH INVENTIONS AND INOVATIONS 

For a small country, Wales appears to have had more than its fair share of 
inventors and innovators, spanning a number of fields, from mathematics, 
science and engineering to transport and medicine. Many Welsh inventions 
have influenced the development of the technology used in the 21st century, 
while others are still used and recognized in their original forms. 

Below is a summary of the work of some Welsh inventors and innovators. The 
list below does not claim to be comprehensive. 

Robert Recorde (1512–1558) was a born in Tenby. He was the mathematician 
who, in 1557, first used the “equals” sign (=) in one of his publications. He also 
introduced the pre-existing “plus” sign (+) into mathematical equations. 

William Jones (1675–1749) was born on Anglesey. He was also a 
mathematician and in 1706 he introduced the use of the symbol π (the Greek 
letter pi) to represent the ratio of the circumference of a circle to its diameter. 
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Philip Vaughan was an ironmaster who patented the first design for a ball 
bearing in Carmarthen in 1794. His device ran along a track in an axle 
assembly, known as a ball race, thus originating the modern ball bearing 
design. 

Richard Trevithick (1771–1833) was born in Cornwall but worked as a mining 
engineer in Wales. In 1804 the world’s first locomotive-hauled railway journey 
took place when Trevithick’s unnamed steam locomotive hauled a train along 
the tramway of the Penydarren Ironworks, in Merthyr Tydfil. 

Richard Roberts (1789–1864) was born in Llanymynech. He was an engineer 
and in 1822 patented a power loom. In 1824 he invented his most famous 
machine, the self-acting spinning mule, to be followed in 1830 by his 
revolutionary “Roberts Loom”. He is also credited with designing the Jacquard 
punching machine, a device which placed holes in iron plates and was utilized 
in the construction of railway bridges. 

David Thomas (1794–1882) was born near Neath. He was an ironmaster and 
in 1837 invented a hot blast furnace process to make iron using anthracite coal 
in Ystradfera (Swansea Valley), transforming the iron-making process there and 
later, in 1839, after re-locating to Pennsylvania he became the “father” of the 
American steel industry with his invention. 

William Robert Grove (1811–1896) was born in Swansea. He was a scientist 
and lawyer. In 1839, while experimenting with hydrogen and water to produce 
an electric current, he invented the gas voltaic battery, the forerunner of the 
modern fuel cell. His “Grove Cell” was used to power electric telegraphs in the 
U.S. before the American Civil War. 

David Edward Hughes (1831–1900) was born in Bala. He was an 
experimental physicist. He was co-inventor of the microphone and teleprinter 
and inventor of the spark-gap transmitter and the crystal radio. He moved to 
America where his inventions were used by the Western Union Telegraph 
Company. In Europe, Hughes’ Telegraph System became an international 
standard. 

Pryce Pryce-Jones (1834–1920) was born near Newtown (Powys). He was a 
shop owner and in 1859 introduced mail-order shopping to the world. People 
would choose what they wanted from leaflets he sent out and the goods would 
then be dispatched by post and train. 

Dr William Price (1800–1893) was born in Rudry but spent most of his life as a 
physician in Llantrisant. He upset local people by naming his son Jesus. 
Unfortunately he died young and Dr Price attempted to cremate his son’s 
remains in 1884 in full view of the public, creating outrage and legal  
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proceedings were taken against him. However, the judge presiding over the 
case ruled that cremation was a legal procedure, provided that no nuisance 
was caused to others. Dr. Price then went on to cremate his son’s remains and 
charged admittance to the cremation (which probably upset people more than 
the cremation itself!)   

Bill Frost (1848–1935) was born in Saundersfoot. He was a carpenter who 
patented an aeroplane in 1894, part balloon (gas cylinders gave it lift), part 
powered glider (foot-pedals operated helicopter-style blades). He took to the 
skies in his powered flying machine the following year, eight years before the 
Wright brothers attempt at Kitty Hawk. 

Walter Davies and his brother Thomas Morris Davies were born in Llanelli, 
where they started the Stepney Iron Monger company. In 1904 they invented 
the ‘Stepney Spare Wheel’, a spokeless wheel rim fitted with an inflated tyre, to 
be carried in motor cars in case of puncture because early vehicles were not 
supplied with a spare wheel. Spare wheels are still referred to as a “Stepney” 
in countries such as Bangladesh, India, and Malta. 

Alfred Ernest Jones (1879–1958) was born in Gowerton, Swansea and 
educated at Llandovery College. As a neurologist he specialised in 
psychoanalysis and in 1919 he introduced psychoanalysis into Britain and 
North America as a medical aid. 

Thomas Dudson was born in Abertridwr, Caerphilly. He was coal miner and 
amateur engineer. In 1927 he invented the ‘Dudson Valve’, a needle type valve 
now used to inflate sports balls everywhere. 

Sir James William Tudor Thomas (1893–1976) was born in Swansea. He 
was an ophthalmic surgeon who came to note in 1934 with his pioneering work 
on corneal grafting, restored the sight to a man who had been virtually blind for 
27 years. 

Edward George Bowen (1911–1991) was born near Swansea. He was a 
scientist, a pioneer of radar, who worked at ‘Woomera Rocket Testing Base’ in 
Australia. He invented artificial rain in 1951, which is still used in meteorology 
research. 

Donald Davies (1924–2000) was born in Treorchy. He was a computer 
engineer who, in 1970, proposed and developed packet switching, an important 
part of the modern internet. 

Researched by Roger Pike 
 

 



Y Llychau 

- 19 - 

 

LOCAL REFUSE COLLECTIONS 

USEFUL INFORMATION 
 

 

 

 

Household rubbish should be sorted into four containers: – Blue bags for 
recycling, black bags for non-recyclable items, green bins for food waste and 
grey bags for garden waste. The blue and black bags will be collected on 
alternate weeks and the food and garden waste weekly. To find out which 
colour bag will be collected on which week, see overleaf. 

Food and garden waste is taken to a central composting facility at Nantycaws, 
Carmarthen, where it is turned into compost or soil conditioner to be reused. 
Blue bags are taken to the materials recycling facility in Johnstown, 
Carmarthen, to be sorted. For more information on this facility, visit 
www.cwmenvironmental.co.uk. The sorted materials are then taken to 
processing plants to be made into new products. All other waste that cannot be 
recycled or composted – that is, the contents of the black bags – is taken to the 
landfill site at Nantycaws, Carmarthen.  

Recyclable Waste – (Blue Bags) 

The following materials can be put in the Blue Bags 

Biscuit wrappers 
Crisp packets 
Newspaper / magazines 
Catalogues 
Telephone directories 
Junk mail 
Writing paper 
Envelopes 
Shredded paper 

Food and drink cartons 
Cereal boxes 
Ready meal sleeves 
Plastic film / cling film 
Cardboard boxes 
Toilet roll tubes 
Kitchen roll tubes 
Egg boxes 
Food and drink cans 

Aerosols 
Plastic bottles 
Yoghurt pots 
Margarine tubs 
Plastic punnets 
Ready meal trays 
Plastic coat hangers 
Jam jar lids 
Foil 

 
(continued on page 22) 

 

Please pull out this section and 
keep for future reference. 
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WHAT  COLOUR  REFUSE  BAG  WILL   

January  2014  February  2014  

S M T W T F S  S M T W T F S  

   1 2 3 4        1  

5 6 7 8 9 10 11  2 3 4 5 6 7 8  

12 13 14 15 16 17 18  9 10 11 12 13 14 15  

19 20 21 22 23 24 25  16 17 18 19 20 21 22  

26 27 28 29 30 31   23 24 25 26 27 28   

                

May  2014  June  2014  

S M T W T F S  S M T W T F S  

    1 2 3  1 2 3 4 5 6 7  

4 5 6 7 8 9 10  8 9 10 11 12 13 14  

11 12 13 14 15 16 17  15 16 17 18 19 20 21  

18 19 20 21 22 23 24  22 23 24 25 26 27 28  

25 26 27 28 29 30 31  29 30       

                

September  2014  October  2014  

S M T W T F S  S M T W T F S  

31 1 2 3 4 5 6     1 2 3 4  

7 8 9 10 11 12 13  5 6 7 8 9 10 11  

14 15 16 17 18 19 20  12 13 14 15 16 17 18  

21 22 23 24 25 26 27  19 20 21 22 23 24 25  

28 29 30      26 27 28 29 30 31   

The weekly refuse collections in the 
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BE  COLLECTED  EACH  WEEK  IN  2014 ? 

 March  2014  April  2014 

 S M T W T F S  S M T W T F S 

       1  30 31 1 2 3 4 5 

 2 3 4 5 6 7 8  6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

 9 10 11 12 13 14 15  13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

 16 17 18 19 20 21 22  20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

 23 24 25 26 27 28 29  27 28 29 30    

                

 July  2014  August  2014 

 S M T W T F S  S M T W T F S 

   1 2 3 4 5       1 2 

 6 7 8 9 10 11 12  3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

 13 14 15 16 17 18 19  10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

 20 21 22 23 24 25 26  17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

 27 28 29 30 31    24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

                

 November  2014  December  2014 

 S M T W T F S  S M T W T F S 

       1  30 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 2 3 4 5 6 7 8  7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

 9 10 11 12 13 14 15  14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

 16 17 18 19 20 21 22  21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

 23 24 25 26 27 28 29  28 29 30 31    

Talley area are scheduled for Fridays. 
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(continued from page 19) 

Non-recyclable Waste – (Black Bags) 

The following materials should be put in the Black Bags 

Tissues 
Kitchen roll 
Food soaked card 
Saucepans 
Scrap metal 
Plastic bags 

Polystyrene 
Wallpaper 
Paint tins 
Clothes / shoes 
Glass 
Toys 

Wooden coat hangers 
Electrical items 
Video cassettes 
CDs / DVDs 
Nappies / Sanitary products 
Pet food pouches & trays 

 
Food Waste – (Green Bins) 

Cooked and uncooked food waste can be put in the Green Bin including: 

Food scraps 
Meat (including bones) 
Fish (including bones) 

Fruit and vegetables (including peelings) 
Egg shells 
Tea bags and coffee grounds 

 

Householders are responsible for the cleanliness of their bins. 
To help keep containers clean either wrap the food (or line the 
bin) with newspaper or use compostable liners. These liners 
are available from various local shops and supermarkets as 
well as a number of online stockists. Please look out for this 
logo or use this reference number EN13432:2000. DO NOT 
put food waste in plastic bags (this includes biodegradable 
bags) as any plastic would contaminate the whole vehicle load which would 
then have to go to landfill. 

Garden Waste 

Home composting is one of the most environmentally-friendly and cost-effective 
ways of dealing with garden waste. (Compost bins can be purchased from the 
council for £10 including delivery – for details call Carmarthenshire Direct on 
01267 234567). If you cannot compost at home, please use the nearest 
Household Waste Recycling Centre at Llangadog. If you cannot do either, 
garden waste can be collected weekly in pre-purchased county council bags 
(£3.50 for 20) available from the Llandeilo Council Office or Llandovery Post 
Office. (Please visit www.recycleforcarmarthenshire.com for a full list of 
places to purchase the bags). 
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A MESSAGE FROM EBENEZER APOSTOLIC CHURCH 

The “something to do” strand is our topic for this edition.  

Everyone needs something to do and trying to get a job in the current financial 
climate is a headache for a lot of people. However there is always something 
we can do. From helping out at your local charity shop to volunteering with 
community groups – the decision is yours. We all need to be busy and there are 
choices to make as to how we spend our time.  

We can read in 1 Corinthians 3 vs 9-13 an interesting portion about building 
wisely.  

For we are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s field, God’s 
building. By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a 
wise builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one 
should build with care, for no one can lay any foundation other than 
the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. If anyone builds on this 
foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, their 
work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to 
light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of 
each person’s work. 

Why not come and join us at our services at Ebenezer each Sunday – Morning 
Praise at 10.30 a.m. and a Gospel Service at 5.00 p.m. You will be very 
welcome.  

We have a new venture entitled “The Haven” 

Are you a carer looking after a senior citizen/someone with dementia? Why not 
bring them to our fortnightly (10.30 to 12 noon) coffee morning, held in the hall 
of Ebenezer Church, Halfway, (near Talley) SA19 7YH. A warm welcome 
awaits you.  

Coffee mornings will be held on:- January 7
th
, January 21

st
 and fortnightly after 

that. 

Further information from Eric and Diana on 01269 593214. 

Angie Davies 
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NAUTICAL EXPRESSIONS (part 3) 

This short series concludes with a few more expressions that have their origins 
in the terms and jargon used in the early days of the Royal Navy.  

As the crow flies: (Shortest travelling distance between two points) 
It was a custom to carry crows on board ships. Vessels out of sight of land 
would release a crow, which would naturally fly towards land, taking the most 
direct route. Ships would follow the path of the crow, and the lookout platform at 
the top of the tallest mast became known as the crow’s nest. 

Wash out: (Remove; wear away; eliminate; abandon) 
Signals were once written in chalk on slate tablets. Once the signal had been 
relayed, the slate was washed clean. 

Clean slate: (Fresh start; start over without prejudice) 
The slate tablets were also used to record details such as courses, distances, 
speeds and tacks – again using chalk. If there were no problems during the 
watch, the slate was wiped clean ready for the next watch. 

Three sheets to the wind: (Drunk) 
A sheet was the rope used to control a sail. Usually four sheets were used to 
adjust (trim) a sail’s angle to the wind. If a sheet broke it was said to be ‘to the 
wind’, and the sail would flap about like a drunkard. The more sheets damaged, 
the less the sail was controlled. A very drunk sailor was described as ‘three 
sheets to the wind’. 

Ship shape and Bristol fashion: (Neat and in good order; ready to go) 
Bristol was renowned for its high standards of shipping and equipment. Before 
the docks were built there in the mid-nineteenth century the tide ebbed and 
flowed more than ten metres. At low tide ships could have been stranded on the 
exposed seabed; to avoid damage Bristol ships needed to be sturdily built with 
their cargoes securely fastened. 

Press into service: (Force to do something against one’s will) 
Impressment was the act of seizing private goods or property for public service, 
and the forcing of men to serve in the navy. Press gangs effectively kidnapped 
or tricked men to serve aboard ships. 

Bitter end: (To the last, To the end) 
The posts on the decks to which anchor cables were attached were known as 
‘bitts’. The end of an anchor cable secured to the bitts was the bitter end (as 
opposed to the anchor end). In bad weather when the anchor dragged, cable 
was fed out, until the bitter end. 

 



Y Llychau 

- 25 - 

Nipper: (Young lad) 
Where the anchor cables on the largest sailing ships were too thick to bend 
around a capstan, they had thinner, messenger lines attached. Those thinner 
lines were joined, or ‘nipped’ to the thicker cables by young boys, who became 
known as ‘nippers’. 

Chewing the fat: (Talking informally; talking at length) 
In the days before refrigeration, salted beef and pork was a sailor’s staple meat 
ration. This hard and tough cured meat required prolonged chewing to make it 
edible. Sailors were allowed to chat while “chewing the fat”. 

Sling your hook: (Go away) 
What one sailor would say to another in the next hammock wanting him to 
move elsewhere, to sling his hammock hook somewhere else. 

Copper bottomed: (Solid; trustworthy) 
Wood-boring molluscs damaged ships’ hulls. To overcome this, ship builders 
first experimented with lead sheathing then, from the mid-eighteenth century, 
attached the more reliable copper sheathing to provide the necessary 
protection. The best ships, therefore, had a copper bottom. 

Cut and run: (Hurry away) 
This saying may have two origins, both to do with ships at anchor needing to 
sail in a hurry. The most widely accepted is that a captain would order the 
anchor cable to be cut. Alternatively, it describes the action of cutting ropes that 
held furled sails enabling the sails to fall and the ship to move off quickly. 

At loggerheads: (In dispute; arguing) 
A loggerhead was a round iron ladle at the end of a long handle, used to heat 
pitch for sealing deck planks. Arguing sailors often used them as weapons. 

Loose cannon: (Someone who is unpredictable) 
Heavy cannons were dangerous objects on board ships if not properly secured. 
Rough weather or the recoil when fired could cause them to be thrown about 
the decks in an unpredictable manner. 

At a loose end: (Unoccupied) 
The original saying was ‘at loose ends’, and described the task of repairing 
broken and frayed ropes on board ship, which sailors did when they had no 
other duties to occupy them. 

Above board: (Honest; legal) 
Cargo stowed properly on board (on the decks) could easily check by customs 
officials for contraband. 
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TALLEY OPEN GARDENS DAY 

The Talley Community Amenity Association will again be organising the annual 
Open Gardens Day for Talley and the surrounding area. This is a social affair in 
which local residents open their private gardens to visitors. 

It must be stressed that the event is in no way a competition to see who has the 
best kept garden, nor is it a contest to determine which garden can attract the 
most people – above all the day is a social event. All that is required is that 
garden owners are prepared to make their private gardens available to anyone 
wishing to pay a visit to them. 

This year’s Open Garden Day will be on Saturday, 8
th

 June with the gardens 
being open for visiting from 10.00am until 4.30pm. Light refreshments will be 
available during the day and there will also be plants for sale.  

If you have participated in this event by opening your garden in previous years, 
please consider doing so again this year. If you have not been involved before 
but who like to join in this time by adding your garden to the list of those to visit, 
please get in touch with either Shelley or Roger Pike as soon as you can.  

They can be contacted by e-mail to rbpike@btinternet.com, by telephone to 
01558 685741 or by visiting their home at Bryn Heulog, Talley. 

In order to make the day an even greater success than in the past, more people 
are required to offer to open their gardens. The idea is that several local 
residents make their gardens available for others to visit. The intention is to 
allow visitors to look around a garden and then move on to look at another and 
another and so on until either they run out of time or enthusiasm or both. 

Garden owners are not expected to spend a lot of time or money preparing 
their garden for an inspection. They are not even expected to be present in their 
garden while it is open to visitors, although if they would like to, it would give 
visitors the opportunity of discussing aspects of the garden with them. All that is 
required is that you allow a few people to enjoy looking around your own 
garden. 

As a small incentive to encourage you to open your garden, for those garden 
owners who do there will be an informal gathering in the evening when the 
events of the day can be discussed over a glass or two of wine. Because these 
garden owners may not have the time to visit the other open gardens during the 
Open Day, there will be an opportunity for them to do so a day or two after the 
event. 

Roger Pike 
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ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

The Tourist 

There was a Japanese man who came to Wales on a sightseeing tour. On the 
last day, he hailed a taxi and asked the driver to take him to the airport. 

During the journey, a Honda drove past the taxi. The man leaned out of the 
window excitedly and yelled, “Honda, very fast! Made in Japan!” 

After a while, a Toyota sped past the taxi. Again, the Japanese man leaned out 
of the window and yelled, “Toyota, very fast! Made in Japan!” 

Later a Mitsubishi overtook the taxi. For the third time, the Japanese leaned out 
of the window and yelled, “Mitsubishi, very fast! Made in Japan!” 

The driver was a little angry, but he kept quiet. The passenger’s actions were 
repeated for quite a number of cars. Finally, the taxi came to the airport. The 
fare was £150. 

The Japanese exclaimed, “Wah so expensive?” 

The driver simply replied, “Meter, very fast! Made in Japan!” 
 

Beating the Ground 

In Africa, some of the native tribes have a custom of beating the ground with 
clubs and uttering spine chilling cries. Anthropologists call this a form of 
primitive self-expression. 

In America they call it golf. 
 

School Lunch 

The children were lined up in the cafeteria of a Catholic school for lunch. At the 
head of the table was a large pile of apples. One of the nuns had written a note, 
“Take only one, God is watching.” 

At the other end of the table, was a large pile of chocolate chip cookies. One of 
the boys had written a note, “Take all you want, God is watching the apples.” 
 

Confucius say: 

Man who runs in front of car gets tired. 

Man who walks behind car gets exhausted. 
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MORE REMINISCENCES OF 
TALLEY 

Sorting through some family history 
papers recently I came across the 
following extracts from a Talley 
School log book which I must have 
gleaned on a visit to the Public 
Records Office in Carmarthen some 
time ago. They recall various 
happenings in those far-off troubled 
times when Talley contributed 
towards the safe keeping of families 
escaping the horrors of bombing 
raids by the German Luftwaffe. They 
make interesting reading. 

23 September 1940. Fires started in 
the schoolroom. (Presumably 
autumn had started early that 
year.) 

15 October 1940.    Evacuees – 
Seven mothers and twelve 
children arrived in the locality; 
of these four mothers and 
seven children were re-
evacuated to Brynamman. 

20 October 1940.    Evacuees – 
Seven mothers and fifteen 
children from London arrived 
and were billeted in this 
locality. 

13 December 1940. The evacuated 
mothers from London are 
entertained by the WVS to tea 
at the schoolroom in the 
afternoon. The result of the 
collection by Miss Ollett and 
self to provide a Christmas 
tree for the school children  
 

RHAGOR O ATGOFION AM 
DALYLLYCHAU 

Wrth i mi edrych dros bapurau am 
hanes y teulu deuthum ar draws 
darnau allan o lyfr log ysgol 
Talyllchau – gwybodaeth a gefais  
yn yr Archifdy yng Nghaerfyrddin 
beth amser yn ôl. Ceir hanesion  
am ddigwyddiadau o’r cyfnod anodd 
pan gyfrannodd Talyllychau at 
ddiogelu teuluoedd a ddihangodd 
rhag ymosodiadau dychrynllyd y 
Luftwaffe Almaenig. Maent yn 
ddiddorol iawn. 

23 Medi 1940    Cynnau tân yn yr 
ysgol (yr hydref yn gynnar y 
flwyddyn honno, efallai) 

15 Hydref 1940   ‘Evacuees’ – saith 
mam a deuddeg plentyn wedi 
dod i’r ardal; cludwyd pedair 
o’r mamau a saith o’r plant 
wedyn i Frynaman. 

20 Hydref 1940  ‘Evacuees’ – Daeth 
saith mam a phymtheg o 
blant o Lundain a chawsant 
eu lletya yn y gymdogaeth. 

13 Rhagfyr 1940   Cafodd y mamau 
o Lundain eu diddanu gan  
y WVS i de yn yr ysgol  
yn ystod y prynhawn. 
Cyhoeddwyd canlyniad y 
casgliad a drefnwyd gan Miss 
Ollett a minnau er mwyn 
trefnu coeden Nadolig i blant 
yr ysgol a’r holl evacuees yn 
y Plwyf. Casglwyd _______ 
(Ni roddwyd y cyfanswm). 
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 and all evacuees in the Parish 

was announced. A sum of ___ 
was realised. (The amount 
was not entered.) 

22May 1941.   Fourteen children 
and one teacher arrived from 
Swansea this day. They are 
being accommodated in the 
vestry of the Welsh Methodist 
Chapel. 

I also noted the following earlier log 
book entries. 

20 June 1916.    As haymaking has 
commenced in the locality 
school has been closed for 
the next three weeks. (Time 
off school, but I expect the 
children had to work hard at 
bringing in the hay.) 

15 March 1937.   Mr Bodey – School 
Dental Surgeon – attended at 
the school for the treatment of 
dental cares. (There followed 
a list of nineteen children who 
had made up 95% attendance 
during the year. My father 
was No.12!) 

I suspect that the headteacher for all 
the above entries may have been 
the renowned Mr Morgan Morgans. 

I am wondering whether there are 
any readers who may have personal 
memories of those war days and 
who would be willing to share them 
through the pages of Y Llychau? 

W Barry Evans. 
 

 

 

22 Mai 1941   Cyrhaeddodd pedwar 
ar ddeg o blant ac un athro o 
Abertawe heddiw. Rhoddwyd 
lle iddynt yn festri’r capel 
Methodistaidd.  

Yn ogystal â’r uchod, nodais y 
canlynol. 

20 Mehefin 1916    Gan fod cyfnod y 
cynhaeaf wedi cychwyn yn yr 
ardal ni fydd yr ysgol ar agor 
am dair wythnos. (Amser i 
ffwrdd o’r ysgol – ’roedd yn 
rhaid i’r plant weithio’n galed 
ar y cynhaeaf gwair). 

15 Mawrth 1937     Daeth Mr Bodey 
– Deintydd yr Ysgolion – i’r 
ysgol i drin dannedd y plant. 
(Cafwyd rhestr o bedwar  
ar bymtheg o blant gyda 
phresenoldeb o 95% yn ystod 
y flwyddyn. Rhif 12 oedd fy 
nhad). 

Tybiaf mai’r Prifathro ar gyfer y 
cofnodion uchod oedd yr enwog  
Mr Morgan Morgans. 

Ys gwn i a oes gan rai o’r darllenwyr 
atgofion am y cyfnod hwn yn ystod  
y Rhyfel ac a fyddai’n barod i’w 
rhannu trwy dudalennau Y Llychau? 

 

W Barry Evans 
(kindly translated by Janet James) 
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SOME WILD FLOWERS SEEN IN WALES   (Part 4) 

TUFTED VETCH Vicia cracca 

The narrow leaves are in pairs along the stem with 
a branched tendril at the tip of the stem. These 
twist around any suitable support and help the 
plant climb to great heights. Up to 40 individual 
blooms on each flower spike. 

Family Pea     (Fabaceae) 

Plant height 500 – 2000 mm 

Distribution Throughout the UK 

Habitat 
Grasslands, bushes, hedges. 
ditches, roadside verges 

Flowers 
The bluish-purple flowers form a 
spike on one side of the stem. 
They have 5 petals. 

In bloom June – August  

 

 

 

KIDNEY VETCH Anthyllis vulneraria 

Often called ‘Lady’s Fingers”, its leaf stalks can 
have up to 15 leaflets, which can be pale and silky 
on the underside. The leave increase in size 
towards the end of the stalk. The flower head is a 
source of food for caterpillars. 

Family Pea     (Fabaceae) 

Plant height 230 – 300 mm 

Distribution Throughout the UK 

Habitat 
Dry grassland, sand dunes & 
chalk cliffs in coastal locations 

Flowers 
Twin clusters of yellow flowers 
surrounded by narrow green 
bracts. Flowers have 5 petals 

In bloom May – September   
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MOUNTAIN EVERLASTING Antennaria dioica 

The base of the plant is a rosette of grey-green 
leaves with a white, furry underside, often nesting 
above the previous year’s dead foliage. The central 
flower stem has two or three flowers. Male and 
female flowers grow on different plants. 

Family Daisy & Dandelion  (Asteraceae) 

Plant height 50 – 250 mm 

Distribution N England, Mid & N Wales 

Habitat 
Bare acid rock, heath, moorland and 
disturbed ground 

Flowers 
Small , multi-petal white or lilac 
flowers with a pink centre, surrounded 
by white bracts.  

In bloom June & July 

 

MOSSY SAXIFRAGE Saxifraga hypnoides 

Also called Dovedale Moss, this is an alpine which 
forms dense mats of rosettes of floppy, three-lobed 
leaves. It often has creeping barren shoots. The 
vertical flower stems are branched at the top and 
each branch can support up to six flowers. 

Family Saxifrage    (Saxifragaceae) 

Plant height 75 – 200 mm 

Distribution W England & mid Wales 

Habitat 
Damp mountain sides, rocks, cliffs 
and chalky soil 

Flowers 
The small flowers are cream coloured 
with a green centre. They have 5 
petals 

In bloom late April – early August  
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FELWORT Gentianella amarella 

The Autumn Gentian (commonly known as Felwort) 
is a small erect plant with no basal leaves, but 
many oval shaped, purple tinged leaves up the 
entire length of the stem, which supports many 
blooms. It tends to grow in small isolated clusters 

Family Gentian    (Gentianaceae) 

Plant height 50 – 150 mm 

Distribution S England & Wales 

Habitat 
Chalk and limestone grasslands, 
sand dunes 

Flowers 
Mauve flower having white inner 
with 5 linear petals, two much 
broader than the others 

In bloom Late July – October   

 

MARSH HELLEBORINE Epipactis palustris 

The single stem carried a one-sided plume of 
blooms above broad leaves, which clasp the stem. 
Lower leaves are larger, dark-green with deep 
ridges, while those further up the stem are lighter 
and smoother 

Family Orchid     (Orchidaceae) 

Plant height 150 – 350 mm 

Distribution England & Wales 

Habitat 
Chalky wetlands, marshes, 
and damp dunes 

Flowers 
Flowers have two broad white 
hinged lips, marked with 
reddish brown. 

In bloom July & August  
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WOOD ANEMONE Anemone nemorosa 

Wood anemones are also called Wind Flowers. 
These small plants have whorls of three shiny 
green leaves, each with three points. Flowers are 
usually white with yellow centres, but can be tinged 
with pink. Occasionally the flowers are pale blue. 

Family Buttercup    (Ranunculaceae) 

Plant height 50 – 300 mm 

Distribution Throughout the UK 

Habitat 
Woodlands, hedgerows, dry 
ditches, mountain sides 

Flowers 
A single, small, white, star-like 
flower on a slender stalk. 
Each bloom has 5-10 sepals 

In bloom Early March – late May 

 

 

MOSCHATEL Adoxa moschatellina 

The plant has creeping, fleshy rhizomes and so 
easily spreads over large areas. Flowers occur 
on each face of the cube as well as on the top, 
hence its common name of Townhall Clock. 

Family Moschatel    (Adoxaceae) 

Plant height 50 – 100 mm 

Distribution England & Wales 

Habitat 
Rich, moist, shady soil in 
woods, copses & hedges 

Flowers 
Light green, cube-shaped 
with 4 or 5 petals, often 
smaller than the leaves. 

In bloom Early March – late May 
 

Wildlife Willie (with help from the Wild Flower Society) 
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SORRY, DO I KNOW YOU? 

It is a few years ago and I’m in the contact lens department of the opticians 
where I work. As I head back towards my office, a member of the public 
appears from around a corner and walks towards me. I make eye contact with 
her and she breaks into a smile. Her eyebrows raise and her mouth parts, her 
eyes widen. These are the signs I use to establish if someone recognises me 
and in those few seconds I have no doubt – she knows who I am. 

I’m in trouble. My mind races – she is in her early twenties with long brown hair. 
Who do I know that fits this description?  

It gets worse, she is now raising her arms to hug me, so I know this person well 
enough for that level of intimacy. Is it my sister? No, she doesn’t walk like that. 
Did I go to school with her? No, she’s too young. Panic, panic, panic. Ok, well I 
have no choice – I will hug her back and as soon as she speaks I will be able to 
work out who she is. I raise my arms, return her wide smile, step into her path 
and ….. she steps around me to embrace my colleague who is following a few 
steps behind. Mortified I drop my head and run to the loo to hide. Again. 

This is just one of hundreds of stories I could tell you along this theme and here 
is the reason: 

I have a neurological condition called Prosopagnosia or more commonly, Face 
Blindness. It is thought that between 1% and 3% of the population suffer with 
this to one degree or another. Mine is reasonably severe – I could talk to you, 
face to face, for an hour or two and then not be able to pick you out of a line-up 
half an hour later. One of the ways I have used to describe this phenomenon is 
to ask whether, after staring at a sheep for an hour, you could recognise it from 
within a whole flock of sheep. Probably not – they all look the same! Well to me, 
most people’s faces look the same. I can only recognise distinctive features, so 
unless you have a tattoo, piercing or scar, the chances are you look the same 
as anyone else as far as I can tell. No offence! 

Face blindness can be either acquired – usually following a trauma to the head 
– or congenital. I believe mine is congenital; I simply never developed the ability 
to recognise faces. I vividly remember as a child being scared of mirrors. I 
didn’t recognise the girl that I had been told was me and was terrified she would 
move differently to me because I couldn’t be sure I was looking at myself. This 
was markedly worse at night or in low light when facial features shift further 
making the person in the mirror a perfect stranger. 

Like most face-blind people, I went through the first twenty-odd years of my life 
not knowing why I couldn’t do this very simple thing that everyone else had no  
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problem with. Then one day in late 2010 I was walking my dog while listening to 
an episode of the truly excellent science podcast ‘RadioLab’. The presenter 
was interviewing the famous British neurologist Oliver Sacks about a condition 
he has called Prosopagnosia. As he described his symptoms I came to a halt – 
I was listening to someone describe my life.  

Before long I found myself with tears running down my face. This is it – this is 
what I have – I’m not unobservant or ignorant or lazy, there is something 
different about my brain and I can’t help that!! So after years of colleagues 
teasing me, awkward moments and once, not even recognising someone I had 
invited to my own wedding, I knew I was not alone. There was a name for this 
disability and now I could tell people – I could explain why I was the way I was.  

Thankfully in this digital age there are now a host of support groups and 
Facebook pages dedicated to bringing Prosopagnosia sufferers together to talk 
about the condition and share their experiences (often with hilarious stories – 
this is one condition which requires a sense of humour!).  

I recently heard this analogy and although I’m not sure how scientifically 
accurate it may be, I do think it sums up this condition rather nicely: It’s as if 
every ‘normal’ brain has a little photographer inside it and when you meet 
someone for the first time, he takes a photo. It might not be a completely clear 
image but none the less it is a photo.  

Inside the brains of the face-blind resides a sketch artist (perhaps a rather lazy 
one at that). When we meet someone for the first time he starts to draw a 
picture but it is going to take time. On the first encounter he might get your 
gender and your age, give or take a few years. Next time, assuming he realises 
he has already started sketching you, he might add a hair style and colour, but 
to get to the good stuff – the face shape, nose size, cheeks, chin, lips – well 
that could take weeks or even months, if at all! 

So this leads me on to the one positive thing about my prosopagnosia. 
Normally I can recognise people eventually, given enough time and repeated 
viewings. It’s not a quick process and I have discovered recently that there are 
some faces that just won’t go in. The adult daughter of a client of mine, whom I 
must have met over a hundred times, is still a mystery to me – there is just 
nothing about her face that my brain can ‘grab on to’ to allow recognition. 
Although I have explained my condition, I’m pretty sure she thinks I’m just rude! 
That aside, as long as I keep in touch with someone whose face I have learned, 
I will continue to recognise them. Some people have this condition so badly that 
they can only dream of doing this. 

 



Y Llychau 

- 36 - 

 
The ways that my condition affects my day-to-day life are numerous. Watching 
a film or television program with me is a chore in itself. You can expect a 
constant stream of questions along the lines of “Have we seen him before?”, 
“Is that the bad guy?”, “Didn’t she just die?”, “Am I supposed to recognise 
him?” and so on. My husband is a saint! But there is a darker side to this 
condition – I tend to walk along the street staring at the pavement to avoid 
looking at, but not recognising, someone I know.  

I am reluctant to meet new people or join new groups because at some point, 
probably quite quickly, I will embarrass myself or insult someone by failing to 
recognise them. Saying “Hello, how are you?” to the same person just minutes 
apart is very common if I haven’t made a conscious effort to remember their 
clothes or the style of their handbag.  

So this is what those of us who are face-blind have to do. When I meet 
someone I try to remember to make a list in my head. It goes something like 
this – ‘Lynda, my dress size but taller, blonde hair, wonky teeth, looks a bit like 
(insert someone I do recognise in real life or on TV)’.  

Sadly, often the thing that stands out most for me is probably the thing that you 
hate about yourself because it stands out to you too! However, by far my most 
reliable tools though are recognising voices, perfumes, gait, speech patterns, 
mannerisms and the sounds of someone’s laugh.  

Perhaps you had heard of this condition already, although it does not get the 
press it deserves given the potentially huge number of people world-wide who 
suffer. (Hollywood A-Lister Brad Pitt recently ‘came out’ as having face-
blindness and talked about the impact it has had on his life).  

Perhaps this is the first time you’ve ever come across this but at least by 
reading my story you are now aware of its existence. Maybe you are a fellow 
sufferer and my words have made you smile because you know all too well 
what I’m talking about!  

Either way, thank you for reading this. 

Louise Hunt 
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ON A WALL IN TALLEY 

It was well into the middle of November and much colder weather was forecast. 
I’d not been to Talley for ages. How was my dear wife’s grave looking? Were 
the family graves to each side reasonably tidy as well? It was pleasantly mild 
when I returned from Llangathen Church so I grabbed the gear I’d already 
gathered in a bucket and made for Talley. 

How lovely the trees looked everywhere. The occasional oak was still green, 
but all the deciduous trees of every variety had coloured almost overnight, 
showing up on so many a hillside against the deeply evergreen conifers. The 
calls of the birds on the lake below only served to accentuate the peace and 
quite of the Abbey ruins and the churchyard alongside. 

What flowers might still be decorating it on that lovely autumn day? Only the 
week before, on Remembrance Sunday, not a single Heliotrope was in flower in 
Llangathen Churchyard – the first time in the past twenty years or so. I’d looked 
again that Sunday morning with the same result. Deciding it must surely be that 
they were waiting for colder weather to break into flower, I wondered if wild 
flowers in Talley were showing their enjoyment of the mild weather with flowers 
still blooming. 

In fact, wherever I looked I only saw two species. Just by the graves there were 
some little yellow flowers growing up at six to eight inches or so. There were 
quite a few – all members of the Daisy family – which are much alike and, as I 
didn’t think I should pull one up to take home for exact identification, I left them 
for others to enjoy. There was only one of the second species though and I 
could identify that straight away. It was on the wall just by the gate. Of course, 
there is a lot of stone wall in Talley, but if I was going to 
get home again to hear any of Gardeners’ Question Time 
on the radio, that one had to suffice. With tiny 
snapdragon-like flowers showing lilac for the most part, it 
must be well-known to all living in West Wales where 
stone walls proliferate. 

A member of the very large Figwort family – 
Scrophulariaceae – it normally goes under the name of 
‘Ivy-leaved Toadflax’ or ‘Mother of Thousands’. 
Interestingly, although Davies & Jones gives “Llin y 
Fagwyr” as its preferred name, it also includes “Mam 
Miloedd” too. How many might still be blooming in some 
sheltered little cwtch when Christmas comes I wonder?          Ivy-leaved Toadflax 

Denys Smith 
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PAST HAPPENINGS ON DAYS IN JANUARY 

As a response to my request for ideas for topics to include in the Newsletter, it 
has been suggested that it might be of interest to readers to include a list of 
historical events that happened on specific days. I have, therefore, selected just 
one incident that occurred on each day of January in the past. A similar list for a 
different month will appear in future issues of Y Llychau. 

January 1st The first British mobile phone call was made by Ernie Wise to 
Vodafone in 1985. 

January 2nd Llandaff Cathedral was bombed in a German Air raid in 1941. 

January 3rd A fire damaged the top part of the Eiffel Tower in 1956. 

January 4th The Scout Association was incorporated throughout the 
Commonwealth by Royal Charter in 1912. 

January 5th Mother Teresa started work among the poor and sick people 
of Calcutta in 1929. 

January 6th Pan American Airlines (Pan-Am) initiated the first scheduled 
commercial flight around the world in 1947. 

January 7th The first transatlantic telephone service was established 
(between London & New York) in 1927. 

January 8th Food rationing was introduced in Britain in 1940. Initially only 
bacon, butter and sugar were rationed, but meat, tea, jam, 
biscuits, breakfast cereals, cheese, eggs, lard, milk, canned 
fruit and dried fruit were soon added. 

January 9th UK Income Tax was introduced in 1799 as a temporary 
measure to pay for the Napoleonic War at 2d (0·8p) in the 
pound. 

January 10th The London Underground (the oldest underground railway in 
the world) opened in 1863. 

January 11th The last trolleybus system in Wales ceased when Cardiff 
closed its trolleybus service in 1970. 

January 12th Crime writer Dame Agatha Christie died in 1976. 

January 13th Thomas Lord, founder of Lord’s Cricket Ground, died in 1832. 

January 14th The first trolleybuses in Wales came into operation in 
Aberdare in 1914. 

January 15th Wikipedia, the free on-line encyclopaedia, was launched in 
2001. 
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January 16th The League of Nations held its first meeting in Paris in 1920. 

January 17th Breakfast television was launched in Britain by the BBC in 
1983. 

January 18th The “Third Battle of Newbury” saw protesters try to stop 
construction of the Newbury by-pass in 1996. 

January 19th Nehru’s daughter, Indira Gandhi, became the first woman 
prime minister of India in 1966. 

January 20th The Democrat John F Kennedy was sworn in as the youngest 
ever elected president of the United States in 1961. 

January 21st Concorde began its first commercial service in 1976 between 
London and Behrain. 

January 22nd The Apple Macintosh, the first personal computer to use a 
computer mouse, was launched in 1984. 

January 23rd US President Richard Nixon declared an end to the war in 
Vietnam in 1973. 

January 24th The first Boy Scout troop was organized in England by Robert 
Baden-Powell in 1908. 

January 25th The Mars Exploration Robot, Opportunity, landed on Mars in 
2004. It is still transmitting data 10 years later – over 38 times 
its designed lifespan of 80 days. 

January 26th The last deep coal mine in Wales, the Tower Colliery in the 
Cynon Valley, closed in 2008. 

January 27th Three astronauts were killed when their Apollo spacecraft 
exploded on the launch pad at Cape Kennedy in 1967. 

January 28th Pall Mall in London became the first street in the world to be lit 
by gas lights in 1807. 

January 29th Dense fog – the worst for seven years – brought road, rail and 
air transport in England and Wales to a virtual standstill in 
1959. 

January 30th British Troops in Northern Ireland killed fourteen unarmed civil 
rights marchers in 1972 on “Bloody Sunday”. 

January 31st From this day in 1983, car drivers and front-seat passengers 
were required to wear seat belts by law. 

Researched by Roger Pike 
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THE NEWSLETTER 

If you have enjoyed reading this Newsletter, please consider writing an article 
for inclusion in one or more future issues. Your contribution can be on almost 
any topic, but we especially welcome pieces relevant to the Talley area or that 
are related to contemporary subjects of general interest. You do not have to be 
the world’s greatest writer to contribute – your article can be anonymous if you 
would rather not add your name. 

As “Editor” I do my best to produce an interesting Newsletter for all to enjoy, but 
it would be so much easier if more readers would contribute. If you feel you 
cannot write something yourself, why not contact me with your suggestion for 
an article and I will try to find someone to write it for you.  

Roger Pike 
Newsletter “Editor” 

Bryn Heulog, Talley, Llandeilo, SA19 7YH 

Tel:  01558 685741 

e-mail:   rbpike@btinternet.com 
 

 

THE NEXT ISSUE 

Intended Publication Date – Saturday 1st March 2014 

Copy Dates  –  Please submit all items for inclusion in the next issue 

                         as soon as possible & BEFORE the dates below 
 

For contributions written in Welsh  

        Monday  20th  January  2014 (to allow time for translation) 
 

For contributions written in English 

        Monday  27th  January  2014. 

 

 
HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 

 

BLWYDDYN  NEWYDD  DDA 
 


