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THE FRONT PAGE 

The old Smithy and Forge in Talley lie on the B4302 not far from Talley School. 
Although it now stands empty, for many years it provided one of the most 
important services in the village. 

Thomas Lewis (1759 – 1842) was the blacksmith in Talley and worked in the 
forge for much of his working life. His descendants were also blacksmiths in the 
village and the family was much respected in the locality. Thomas Lewis was 
not only the Talley blacksmith; he was a founder member and elder of 
Esgairnant Chapel and is now best remembered as a hymn writer. His famous 
hymn, ‘Wrth gofio’i riddfannau’n yr ardd’ is considered by many to be one of the 
finest in the Welsh language. 

 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 

Welcome to issue 47 of the Talley Newsletter. I hope that you will find 
something in it of interest. 

While it is a great honour to act as editor of Y Llychau, I must admit that it is not 
the easiest job that I have ever undertaken. Although there are only six issues a 
year, it is becoming increasingly more difficult to persuade people to write 
articles to include in its pages, I am, therefore, extremely grateful to those who 
have submitted pieces for the current edition. Without their contributions this 
issue would have been only a fraction of the size. 

I appreciate that we all have busy lives and there are insufficient hours in the 
day to do all we would like to do, but if you want publication of our Newsletter to 
continue, please give serious consideration to writing something for me to put in 
it. If no-one writes anything, you will have to put up with things that I write 
myself and that was not what was intended when the Newsletter project was 
launched. The future of Y Llychau is in your hands. Please do you best to keep 
it alive! 

Roger Pike 
Editor 
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 

Congregations from the churches 
and chapels in the Talley area, 
together with children from Talley 
School hold a combined Act of 
Worship annually as part of their 
Christian Aid Week observance. 

During March, representatives from 
Esgairnant, Providence, Cwmdu, 
Ebenezer, Halfway, St Michael’s 
church and Talley School met under 
the chairmanship of Mr Roger Pike, 
Secretary of St Michael’s Church, to 
discuss the Order of Service and 
each church’s contribution. 

Every year a country is chosen by 
Christian Aid and this year the aim 
was to support the poor country of 
South Sudan in order to relieve it of 
its poverty and suffering. The Order 
of Service was based on guidelines 
by Christian Aid and the service was 
held at St Michael’s Church, Talley 
on Tuesday, May 13th when the 
Rev. Mary Davies, Providence 
Chapel, Cwmdu, was invited to be 
the preacher. 

The congregation was welcomed by 
Mr Roger Pike who emphasised that 
during the service the hope offered 
by the Bible would be combined with 
words of wisdom from South Sudan  
 

 

WYTHNOS CYMORTH 
CRISTNOGOL 

Mae’n arferiad, bellach, yn ystod 
Wythnos Cymorth Cristnogol i 
eglwysi a chapeli’r ardal i gynnal 
oedfa ar y cyd i nodi’r achlysur ac  
yn ystod mis Mawrth daeth 
cynrychiolwyr o gapeli Esgairnant, 
Providence, Cwmdu, Ebenezer 
Halfway ac eglwys Sant Mihangel, 
gydag athrawon ysgol Talyllychau at 
ei gilydd i drefnu’r oedfa dan 
arweiniad y cadeirydd, Mr Roger 
Pike, ysgrifenydd yr eglwys. 

Fel rheol, dewisir gwlad arbennig i’w 
chefnogi ac apêl Cymorth Cristnogol 
eleni oedd yr ymgyrch i leddfu tlodi a 
dioddef yn Ne Sudan yn yr Affrig. 
Paratowyd oedfa arbennig gan 
Cymorth Cristnogol a dilynwyd y 
canllawiau hyn wrth baratoi’r oedfa 
a gynhaliwyd eleni yn Eglwys Sant 
Mihangel, Talyllychau, nos Fawrth, 
Mai 13. Gwahoddwyd y Parchedig 
Mary Davies, Providence, Cwmdu i 
draddodi’r bregeth. 

Croesawyd y gynulleidfa i’r oedfa 
gan y Cadeirydd, Mr Roger Pike a 
phwysleisiodd y byddem yn clymu 
gobaith y Beibl gyda geiriau o 
ddoethineb o Dde Sudan er mwyn 
ein cynorthwyo ar ein taith yng 
nghwmni Crist, y bugail da. Yn y  
 



Y Llychau 

- 4 - 

in order to guide us on our journey 
in the company of Christ, the good 
shepherd. In the opening prayer the 
words “Only many hands will move 
the rock” were repeated and an 
important Sudanese proverb “Every 
time the bowl is not safe” which 
means that poverty and famine can 
strike anyone at any time and that 
they are intertwined, drawing the life 
and hope from body and heart. 

Hymns emphasising God’s love and 
our own love towards our fellow men 
were sung, prayers offered and 
readings from the book of Acts, 
Peter’s epistle and the 23rd Psalm 
were read by representatives of the 
various churches. Unfortunately, it 
was not possible for the pupils of 
Talley School to participate and their 
contribution was missed this year. 

A video had been prepared by 
Christian Aid and this year we 
witnessed the suffering of a family 
who were forced to flee the conflict 
in Northern Sudan where they had 
enjoyed a comfortable life and settle 
in South Sudan where poverty and 
famine reigned. Following the video, 
the Reverend Mary Davies, 
Providence, drew attention to the 
scourge of constant poverty in 
certain areas of the world and 
emphasised our responsibility 
towards alleviating these dire 
conditions. 

During the service a collection was 
taken for Christian Aid and we would 
like to thank the congregation for 
their generosity in giving £263.00  
 

 

weddi agoriadol ail adroddwyd y 
geiriau “Mae angen llawer o ddwylo 
i symud y garreg fawr”. Bu 
cynrychiolwyr o’r gwahanol gapeli 
a’r eglwys yn darllen o’r ysgrythur 
ac yn offrymu gweddiau a 
darllenwyd y ddihareb o Sudan  

“Nid yw’r bowlen yn ddiogel ar 
unrhyw adeg”. Gall tlodi a newyn 
daro unrhyw un yn ddiarwybod ac 
mae’r ddau yn annatod, yn sugno 
bywyd a gobaith o’r corf a’r galon. 

Dewiswyd emynau pwrpasol er 
mwyn pwysleisio cariad Duw a’n 
cariad ninnau at ein cyd-ddyn a 
darllenwyd geiriau pwrpasol o lyfr yr 
Actau, epistol Pedr a Salm 23. Yn 
anffodus, eleni, nid oedd yn bosibl i 
blant ysgol Talyllychau gymryd rhan 
a gwelsom eisiau eu cyfraniad yn 
fawr. 

Bob blwyddyn mae Cymorth 
Cristnogol yn paratoi fideo arbennig 
ac eleni cafwyd hanes teulu bach y 
bu’n rhaid iddynt ffoi oherwydd 
terfysgoedd rhyfel o Ogledd Sudan i 
Dde Sudan lle mae tlodi mawr – ffoi 
o’u bywyd gweddol gyfforddus i 
fywyd digysur o dlodi, diffyg arian a 
bwyd. I gyd-fynd â’r thema ar y fideo 
cawsom anerchiad pwrpasol iawn 
gan y Parch. Mary Davies, 
Providence, wrth iddi dynnu sylw at 
y bywyd o dlodi dibaid a’r 
dioddefaint sy yn y byd a’n 
cyfrifoldeb ninnau i geisio ei leddfu. 

Ar ddiwedd yr oedfa cawsom gyfle i 
gymdeithasu trwy gymryd lluniaeth  
 



Y Llychau 

- 5 - 

towards this important work. Light 
refreshments were provided at the 
end of the service giving everyone 
an opportunity to socialise. 

We would like to thank members  
of St Michael’s church for their 
welcome, the Rev. Mary Davies for 
her sermon and all members of the 
various churches and chapels for 
participating in the service and 
everyone for their presence. Thank 
you very much indeed. 

Catrin James 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ysgafn a chyfle i gyfrannu at apêl 
Cymorth Cristnogol. Carem ddiolch i 
bawb am eu cyfraniadau o £263.00 
yn ystod yr oedfa, i’r Parch Mary 
Davies am ei phregeth, i aelodau’r 
eglwys am eu croeso ynghŷd â phob 
un a gymerodd ran yn yr oedfa 
arbennig hon. Diolch yn fawr.  

 

Catrin James 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SERVICES IN PROVIDENCE CHAPEL 

Services will be held in Providence Chapel, Cwmdu, on the following dates. 

June 29
th  

2.00pm 

July 13
th  

10.30am 

July 27
th  

2.00pm 

August 10
th 

10.30am 

August 24
th 

2.00pm 

August 31
st 

2.00pm 

September 14
th 

10.30am 

For further information, please contact Hywel Jones on 01558 685423 
(email: hywelygof@btinternet.com) or Rev Mary Davies on 01558 822634 
(email: emd.davies299@btinternet.com). 
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OBITUARIES 

‘The Cornerstone of the Family’ 

Margaret James, Ael-y-Bryn, died on 8
th
 April and her funeral was held in  

St. Michael’s Church on Tuesday 15
th
 April. Those attending the service heard 

that Margaret was born in Middleton, a small mill town near Manchester. She 
had an older brother, Harry, and a sister, Joan. 

Margaret enjoyed a happy childhood and was educated at Middleton Grammar 
School. At the age of 14 her friend Monica came to Talley to visit relatives and 
during her time here she met Denzil of Cwm farm. As a result of this chance 
meeting addresses were swapped and Margaret and Denzil became pen 
friends.  

They first met three years later when Margaret was 17. Then, after four years of 
long distance courtship, Margaret and Denzil were married in Middleton in 
1955. Margaret’s life changed dramatically when she made the move from her 
small Lancashire mill town to the wide-open spaces of Carmarthenshire and 
Cwm farm in Talley. Margaret adjusted quickly and happily settled down and 
farmed Cwm for forty years. During this time daughters Gaynor, Carol and Della 
and son Michael were born. 

Margaret dedicated her life to looking after her family. She was at her happiest 
when surrounded by her children, grandchildren and great grandchildren, 
especially on those occasions when all members were present. It was likely that 
the same stories would be told, probably exaggerated a little, but there was 
always laughter. Margaret’s sense of humour was offbeat. 

After farming, retirement to Ael-y-Bryn meant a quieter life but a contented one. 
Margaret and Denzil would enjoy driving into the countryside not really knowing 
where they were heading for. Often they would end up in Aberaeron, a favourite 
place to which they had often taken their children when they were younger. Life 
changed for Margaret when Denzil died five years ago but she remained the 
cornerstone of the James family. 

St. Michael’s church was an important part of Margaret’s life; she was 
dedicated to the church and rarely missed a service. Her children say she was 
always happy when she came home from a service. Gaynor, Carol, Della and 
Michael paid tribute to Margaret and Denzil, describing them as totally 
committed to their family, always offering their care and support. 

She will be sorely missed by all who knew her. 
John Walford 
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‘The Best Sort of Neighbour’ 

John Williams (known to many as ‘John ochre draw’) died on 26
th
 April and his 

funeral was held in St. Michael’s Church on Tuesday 6th May. A large 
congregation was present and they heard how John had been born in Talley in 
1929 and educated at Talley School.  

He went to work in 1944, having secured a position with the Dinas Quarry in 
Llansawel. The quarry closed in 1977 causing John to panic somewhat, for he 
was out of work and not yet 50. 

However, this situation did not last long as he quickly obtained a position with 
Daniel Bros. in Llanybyther, driving long distance lorries. For the next fourteen 
years he travelled to all parts of the United Kingdom. At the age of 62 he 
retired, but soon got itchy feet and after six months of retirement he decided it 
wasn’t for him and started driving lorries again, this time for a firm in Lampeter. 
He retired for a second time at the age of 65. 

Four years later John returned to work for Daniel Bros. in a job that lasted for 
twelve months and he retired for the third and final time at the age of 70. 

Although now fully retired, John remained very active. He helped on the hay 
and when the village Post Office closed he took on the role of paperboy for the 
Western Mail. He ran errands for neighbours and provided a taxi service for 
those who had hospital appointments and the like. 

John cared for, and looked out for, others while at the same time looked after 
his wife Peggy who did not always enjoy the best of health. John Rees, his 
next-door neighbour, describes him as “the very best sort of neighbour”. 

John loved his garden, either working in it or sitting on a bench reflecting and 
observing. He didn’t miss a thing and anyone wishing to know what was going 
on in Talley could do no better than consult John. He was a one man Talley 
neighbourhood watch! 

Always good company, a visit to his home would invariably mean a glass of 
malt whisky and there was always a twinkle in his eye. Last, but certainly not 
least, John was a regular member of the congregation in St. Michael’s Church. 
The church meant a great deal to him and he was a valued member of those of 
us who gather there each week. 

John will be greatly missed by his family and by his wide circle of friends in 
Talley and further afield. 

John Walford 
 

 



Y Llychau 

- 8 - 

HISTORY MADE IN TALLEY 

History was made in Talley in May when a breach of promise of marriage action 
was tried in St. Michael and All Angels church. The Judge, in the pulpit, and the 
jury in one of the family pews sat to try the case brought by the plaintiff 
Angelina, against the 
defendant Edwin. 

The entrance into 
court of the plaintiff 
brought forth great 
sympathy and 
Angelina quickly won 
the hearts of the all 
male jury. So much so 
that the jurymen as 
one exclaimed “We 
love you fondly and 
would make you 
ours”. 

At this point in the trial things didn’t look too promising for the defendant. In his 
defence the defendant confessed that he smoked like a furnace and was 
always in liquor; he was a ruffian, a bully, a sot. He was sure he would thrash 
her, perhaps he might kick her for he was such a very bad lot. 
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The judge’s suggestion that the defendant be made tipsy to see whether he 
would in fact thrash and kick her met with objections from the plaintiff, but not 
the defendant who was willing to give it a try. Unable to reach agreement 
satisfactory to both sides, the judge lost patience and agreed he would “marry 
her myself”. With this happy resolution a satisfactory conclusion is reached. 

Yes this did all happen, but it was in fact, St. Michael’s latest fund-raising event 
in the form of a performance of Gilbert and Sullivan’s operetta “Trial by Jury”. It 
was performed by members of Opera Comique, their musical director Kevin 
Sivyer and accompanist Nigel Smith with members of the church as chorus.  

Church Warden Jeanette Hughes played the non singing role of the plaintiff’s 
mother and was frighteningly realistic, especially in the Thatcheristic manner in 
which she wielded her handbag! 

 

The evening was completed with the cast of “Trial by Jury” joined by the 
audience singing a selection of Sullivan’s hymns. It was an enjoyable evening 
and one that raised £523 for the church.  

Our thanks go to all who contributed. 

John Walford 
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THE NATIONAL EISTEDDFOD OF WALES 

The National Eisteddfod is an annual event held during the first week of August. 
This year it will be in Llanelli, the first time it has been held in Carmarthenshire 
since 2000. The Eisteddfod is one of the world’s greatest cultural festivals and 
celebrates the Welsh language and the culture of the Welsh people.  

It is the largest and oldest celebration of Welsh culture, unique throughout 
Europe as each year it visits a different area of Wales. Eisteddfod literally 
means “a sitting”, perhaps a reference to the hand-carved chair traditionally 
awarded to the best poet in the ceremony ‘The Crowning of the Bard’. 

The National Eisteddfod of Wales dates back to 1176 when it is said that the 
first Eisteddfod was held. The Lord Rhys invited poets and musicians from all 
over Wales to a grand gathering at his castle in Cardigan. A chair at the Lord’s 
table was awarded to the best poet and musician, a tradition that continues 
today in the modern Eisteddfod.  

Following 1176, many eisteddfodau were held throughout Wales, under the 
patronage of Welsh gentry and noblemen. Soon the Eisteddfod developed into 
a huge folk festival on a grand scale. After declining in popularity in the 18th 
century, it was revived in the early years of the 19th. In 1880 the National 
Eisteddfod Association was formed and since then the Eisteddfod has been 
held every year, except for 1914 and 1940. 

The ‘Gorsedd of Bards’ made its first appearance at the Eisteddfod held in 
Carmarthen in 1819 and has retained a close association with the Festival ever 
since. It is an association of poets, writers, musicians, artists and individuals 
who have made a significant and distinguished contribution to Welsh language 
literature or Welsh culture. Its members are now known as Druids, and the 
colour of their costumes – white, blue or green – once used to indicate their 
rank in the organisation. 

There were three ranks of membership in the Welsh Gorsedd. Until 2012 they 
were, in ascending order of honour: 

• Ovates, who wear green robes, 

• Bards, who wear blue robes, and 

• Druids, who wear white robes. 

However, since 2012 all these ranks are treated as equal, with every member 
being called ‘Druid’ and the colour of their robes now reflects the area of their 
contribution rather than an ascending order of respect. 
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The head of the Gorsedd of Bards is the Archdruid who wears a golden robe. 
He is elected for a term of three years and is responsible for conducting the 
Gorsedd ceremonies during Eisteddfod week. These Ceremonies are held to 
honour literary achievements amongst Welsh poets and prose writers. There 
are three Gorsedd ceremonies held during each Eisteddfod: 

• The Crowning of the Bard (awarded to the poet judged best in the 
competitions in free meter) 

• The Awarding of the Prose Medal (for the winner of the Prose 
competitions) 

• The Chairing of the Bard (for the author of the best long poem). 

During these ceremonies the Archdruid and the members of the Gorsedd of 
Bards gather on the Eisteddfod stage in their ceremonial robes. When the 
Archdruid reveals the identity of the winning poet, the ‘Corn Gwlad’ (a trumpet) 
calls the people together and the Gorsedd Prayer is chanted. The Archdruid 
then withdraws a sword from its sheath three times and cries “Is there peace?” 
to which the assembly replies “Peace”.  

Then the ‘Horn of Plenty’ is presented to the Archdruid by a young local 
married woman, who urges him to drink the ‘wine of welcome’. Another young 
girl presents him with a basket of ‘flowers from the land and soil of Wales’ 
before a floral dance is performed, based on a pattern of flower gathering from 
the fields. These Gorsedd ceremonies are unique to Wales and the National 
Eisteddfod. 

As well as the traditional ceremonies there is another side to the Eisteddfod 
festival – ‘yr maes yr Eisteddfod’ (the Eisteddfod Field). This is an area with lots 
of stalls, trade exhibits and tents, mainly associated with crafts, music, books 
and food. Music competitions, demonstrations and radio shows take place in 
the ‘Theatr y Maes’ (the theatre on the field).  

Each year there is also a Societies Tent (where various Welsh Societies 
demonstrate their wares), a Literature Tent (were all aspects of Welsh literature 
are celebrated) and the very popular Live Music Tent (in which only songs in 
Welsh are performed). The Learners Tent is for teachers and students of the 
Welsh language. 

Each year, Welsh people from countries near and far return to Wales to take 
part in a special welcoming ceremony, usually staged in the Eisteddfod Pavilion 
on the Thursday of Eisteddfod week. The ceremony is organised by Wales 
International, an association of ex-patriates from all over the world.  
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ELECTORAL SYSTEMS USED IN THE UK 

There are two types of elections held in the UK.  

When electing an MP (a member of the UK parliament in Westminster) or an 
AM (a member of the Welsh Assembly Government in Cardiff) each 
constituency can elect only one member. Each voter casts one vote for his 
preferred candidate. The winner is the candidate who receives the highest 
number of votes – the so called “First Past the Post” System. 

When electing MEPs (members of the European Parliament) or Regional 
Members of the National Assembly for Wales each constituency is allocated a 
specific number of seats. Each voter casts his vote for the political party he 
wishes to support. The result of the election is then decided by a method of 
proportional representation (PR) using the D’Hondt method and a closed 
party list. The closed part list is a list of candidates supplied by the political 
party, with the names listed in the order of party preference.  

[In Irish elections a different PR system is used – the Single Transferable Vote 
(STV) – in which voters indicate their order of preference for the candidates. 
The method is complicated because it considers not only the voter’s first choice 
of candidate but also his second, third and subsequent preferences. There are 
several ways of doing this and each has a complex set of rules to achieve its 
aim.] 

The D’Hondt method is a simpler system, considered by many to be a more 
equitable solution. It is a highest averages method for allocating seats in party-
list proportional representation elections. The method is named after the 
Belgian mathematician Victor D’Hondt who described it in 1878. There are two 
forms: closed list and open list, which differ in whether each party selects the 
order of election of the party’s candidates, or if the voter’s choice can affect the 
order. In the UK the closed list is used. 

Proportional representation systems aim to allocate seats to parties in 
proportion to the number of votes received. For example, if a party wins one-
third of the votes then it should gain one-third of the seats. In general, exact 
proportionality is not possible because the divisions nearly always produce 
fractional numbers of seats. As a result, several systems, of which the D’Hondt 
method is one, have been devised which guarantee that the parties’ seat 
allocations are whole numbers that sum to the correct total, while aiming to 
preserve proportionality as far as is possible. 

So, how does the D’Hondt method work? 
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A chart is compiled showing the number of votes cast for each political party. 
The party with the most votes is awarded one seat. A second line of the chart is 
generated using the simple formula  

(Original number of votes) divided by (number of seats allocated + 1) 

Thus the votes for the party awarded the first seat are divided by 2 (1+1) and 
the votes for all the other parties are divided by 1 (0+1) ie remain unchanged. 

The party with the highest score on the second line is awarded a seat and a 
third line is produced using the same formula as before.  

The process is repeated until the required number of seats has been allocated. 

Suppose six political parties (A, B, C, D, E & F) contest five seats. The first line 
of the chart indicates the votes each received 

  Party 
A 

Party 
B 

Party 
C 

Party 
D 

Party 
E 

Party 
F 

 

 line 1 31 11 27 10 26 12  

 line 2 15.5 11 27 10 26 12  

 line 3 15.5 11 13.5 10 26 12  

 line 4 15.5 11 13.5 10 13 12  

 line 5 10.3 11 13.5 10 13 13  

 
From line 1, Party A is awarded 1 seat, so its votes are divided by 2. 

From line 2, Party C is awarded 1 seat. Its votes are then divided by 2. 

In line 3, Party E is awarded the seat 

In line 4, Party A wins a second seat, so its original votes are divided by 3 

Line 5 shows Party C is also awarded a second seat. 

The shaded squares above show how the five seats would have been 
allocated. There are separate rules if two Parties have an equal score on the 
same line – they both win a seat and their scores are adjusted accordingly. 
Should there be a tie on the last line, a recount of original votes usually solves 
the problem. 

Roger Pike 
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LIFE BEYOND EUROPE 

Part 2 

In part 1 I recalled by journey in the spring of 1984 through France, Italy and 
Crete on my way to Africa. After visiting Egypt and Ethiopia, I boarded a plane 
for Kenya.   

There was an eerie silence inside the cabin as our attempted landing at Nairobi 
failed at the last moment. Our eventual touchdown was as nothing to what I 
encountered as I tried to leave the airport. I was stopped at the gate and told I 
could not leave on foot as I was likely to be killed by lions, so I was forced to 
take an expensive taxi, but later was thankful when I found the warning to be 
true. Likewise I was surprised to find the front seat vacant on the overcrowded 
bus to Mombasa. Sitting there, I had the best views of the giraffe, zebra and 
ostrich as we sped through the National Park, but as I found out later front 
passengers usually die in the frequent crashes that occur on this road. 

Anyway, I survived my journey from the civil war in Ethiopia as well as the 
drought and famine there. I was glad to reach my friends Beryl and Martin’s 
beach bungalow on the north Kenyan coast in the summer of 1984. The 
bungalow faced a sandy beach with the Indian Ocean beyond a coral reef and 
behind was a Giriama village of thatched huts amongst the trees. Beryl worked 
as a marine research scientist in Nairobi for the United Nations and left me in 
charge of the bungalow and the many servants and research assistants who 
worked there while she was away. 

I became friendly with Rajab and Charo who collected marine samples for 
Beryl’s research project and they invited me to visit their village. We passed a 
huge baobab tree with wild honeycombs hanging from its branches and 
monkeys that raided the shambas (gardens) along the narrow path. The staple 
crop is maize (corn on the cob) which is ground into coarse flour using huge 
wooden pestles and mortars six feet high. The flour is mixed with boiling water 
to form a porridge called ugali which sets and forms the main diet. On the way 
we passed a wide circle of caterpillars following each other nose to tail in an 
endless procession. Before reaching the village we passed crops of beans 
under the maize, groundnuts and a canopy of cashew and mango trees. The 
village houses of the Giriama tribe are made from locally sourced materials, 
such as coconut leaf thatch and walls of wattle and daub. They are self built. 

Rajab goes fishing with a net that Beryl bought in return for samples for her 
research. He sells the fish in the village and, with his £5 a week wages and the 
produce from their small plot of land, is able to support his parents and eight 
younger brothers and sisters. He left school early so that his younger siblings  
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could go instead. Dug-out canoes are made by felling a kapok tree, the wood of 
which floats well. The kapok seed heads (like cotton) hang like burst pillows 
from the branches above the huge buttress roots. It is used for stuffing 
mattresses. Rajab told me that he didn’t believe in witchcraft but some people 
did and there was a cave in the forest where the witchdoctors made sacrifices 
of chickens to placate the ancestors and so bring about good fortune for their 
clients. I was shown the cave and the thousands of fruit bats that came 
streaming out at dusk. Nearby was another cave that had been used to hold 
slaves before being shipped out by Arab traders. 

 

A Giriama Village 

When Rajab’s grandmother died I was asked to attend the funeral. She had 
already been buried in the centre of the courtyard amongst the huts of her clan 
when I arrived. Many people were sitting on coconut matting in men’s and 
woman’s groups under the mango trees. By the grave people played drums 
and rattles. Containers of coconut wine were being passed around. Clapping 
erupted from the men’s group when it was announced that the festivities would 
continue for a full seven days. On the third day, goats and chickens are 
sacrificed to the spirits of the ancestors. The dancing was only just starting as I  
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left but I was told that people danced all night. Elderly men tell animated stories 
about characters from the past, using mime, play acting and other dramatic 
effects. Hens and chicks wander among the crowd eating odd grains of rice that 
have been dropped during the feast. Men, woman and children (watotos) each 
eat in their own peer group from common bowls. 

In the village, men wear a wrap called a kanga and the woman wear a finer 
colourful wrap called a kikou in which they also manage to carry babies on their 
back. Water is carried from the well by women in five gallon containers on their 
heads. The gardens produce two crops a year and include cassava, millet and 
sesame, which is sold as a cash crop. I started wearing a kanga wrapped 
around my waist when at the bungalow as the locals did. One day Rajab and 
Charo showed me how to climb a coconut palm to pick the nuts. I tried myself 
and had reached half way up when my kanga came loose, forcing me to make 
a very undignified decent. My onlookers glanced away with barely concealed 
amusement. The coconut wine is made by placing a coconut shell cup below 
the cut made to pick a coconut to catch the sap. When the suspended cup is 
full, some hours later it has fermented and is ready to drink. I thought it tasted 
horrible! 

I visited Charo’s hut where he lived with his young wife. The earth floor was 
immaculately swept and some chairs, a table, a homemade bed of coconut 
matting and a few items of clothing made up the entire contents of their home. 
Outside on the ground was a fireplace for cooking and a few bowls and pans. A 
hollowed out tree trunk containing water was used to wash our hands. We ate 
with our fingers, rolling the ugali into balls from a common bowl. Spinach and 
chilli accompanied the meal. The children came to stare at such a strange 
visitor as myself. I have the added curiosity of freckles, which Charo thought 
must be where DuDus (insects) had bitten me. 

The older boys look after the herd of goats which graze under the trees and the 
smaller boys guard the crops from monkeys. Greeting involves a lot of hand-
shaking and the Giriama are a very friendly people. Many of them speak two or 
three languages. Giriama is spoken in the village and Swahili all along the 
coast, from Somalia in the north to Tanzania in the south. English is also widely 
spoken by professionals. Women are largely uneducated and stay mostly within 
the village and do most of the work! Men control the livestock and work outside 
the village as domestic staff for the mainly white occupants of the beachfront 
bungalows – if they are lucky enough to find a job. 

(To be continued) 
Francis Quirk 
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THE RETIRED ARCHITECH 

The following is a précis of a story told to the editor by Orwell Morgan. He had 
heard the original on the television and had adapted the anecdote slightly to 
give it a more local flavour. 

There was a Welsh architect who was extremely interested in church 
architecture. He was fascinated by the various building styles used in the 
churches of Wales and when he retired he thought he would spend some time 
visiting churches to indulge his passion.  

Once he had left work for the last time he was determined to undertake his plan 
to visit as many different churches as he could. He decided to start his 
ecclesiastical journey in North Wales and work his way south. 

His first visit was to a village church in Anglesey. While examining the building 
he was surprised a see a golden telephone proudly mounted on the west wall. 
Above the instrument was a notice saying calls cost £10,000 per minute. He 
concluded his tour of the building and decided to go to other churches to 
compare their architectural styles. 

His next port of call was the cathedral in Bangor. While he was impressed with 
the building, he was surprised to see that there, too, was a golden telephone 
with a similar notice informing users that calls would cost £10,000 per minute. 
Looking around, he caught sight of the bishop. He asked him why the cost of 
the telephone was so expensive. The bishop replied that it was a direct line to 
Heaven and could only be used for personal conversations with God.  

Continuing his tour of places of worship, the architect went into the church at 
Lampeter. There he found another golden telephone and another notice saying 
that calls cost £10,000 per minute. 

Beginning to accept that the presence of a gold telephone was a feature of 
every church in Wales, he decided to visit Talley church. Sure enough, sitting 
on the table near the font, was a gold telephone. Above it was the usual notice, 
but this time it said that calls would cost 25p per minute. Surprised by this, he 
looked around and saw John Walford working in the pulpit. The architect asked 
why calls from the Talley telephone were so much cheaper that from the other 
churches he had visited. 

With a surprise look on his face, John replied “Well, from here it’s just a local 
call.” 
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NEWS FROM THE NATIONAL TRUST 

The National Trust Volunteer Fair will take place at Newton House, Dinefwr 
Park between 11am and 5pm on Saturday 19

th
 July. Have you ever wanted to 

try something a little different? Are you interested in learning new skills or 
making new friends? Would you like to know more? 

Join us at our Volunteer Fair where you can learn all about the roles and 
activities that you can get involved in with National Trust Carmarthenshire. 
Volunteering roles can vary from House Stewards and Learning to a range of 
outdoor activities, like gardening, walking tours, estate work etc. Come and see 
us on the 19

th
 July and find out more. 

Myself, personally I started out in Admin and moved on to Learning – helping 
construct dens, air dried clay models, pond dipping (I still haven’t found the 
shark), bug hunting and educating both visitors and school parties in the WW2 
room. I recently started doing a gamekeeper walk around Dinefwr Park 
covering the gamekeeper’s role and describing the plants and wildlife in the 
park. At the fair I will be George Jones the gamekeeper. Can you spot the 
difference? 

         

Let us help in preserving our historical houses, parks and gardens for future 
generations. 

Richard Hughes – Learning Volunteer, Dinefwr Park  
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FIRST WORLD WAR PHOTOGRAPH 

This photograph was one 
included in a bundle, relating 
to the Griffiths Family of 
the Edwinsford Arms, kindly 
donated by John Williams. 
The reverse of the 
photograph was endorsed 
with the following message:-  

‘Photo taken outside the 
hospital, one morning, I 
thought that it would 
interest you perhaps. 
               Caradog’. 

There was no date or other 
information. I surmise that 
the sender was Evan 
Caradog Davies of Ty Ann 
Arthur and that he had sent 
the photo to a member of 
the Griffiths family. I would 
think that he is one of the 
soldiers shown and that he 
may have suffered an injury, requiring a visit to the pictured hospital. As it is 
known that he left the army in 1918, he was lucky to have survived the war. 
Caradog and his sister Mary ran a shop at Ty Ann Arthur and sold a variety of 
groceries, clothing, wallpaper and paints. Mary also ran a tea shop there. 

The Talley Parish History Group has a small number of photographs, relating to 
both World Wars, which we intend to display at an exhibition later this year. We 
would be very grateful to anyone who would let us scan any military 
photographs they may have and also help in identifying the local people 
pictured in the photograph copies we already have. We hold regular sessions in 
the Cwmdu Inn on the first Saturday morning of each month (between  
10 and 12) but can arrange other times, if more convenient.  

Please telephone, 01558 685779 to speak to me. 
Pat Edwards 

Talley Parish History Group 
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MISSING PUNCTUATION 

The article ‘Does Punctuation Matter?’ in the last edition of this newsletter 
reminded one of our readers from Oxfordshire of a short poem that he had kept 
for many years. It is reproduced below. 

Caesar entered on his head 
A helmet on each foot 
A sandal in his hand he had 
His trusty sword to boot 

Anon 
 

 

 

In March 2003, the Children’s Society ceased its work in Wales and it was 
agreed that they should no longer raise funds within the province. To replace it, 
the Archbishop of Wales’ Fund for Children was established. Within the diocese 
of St David’s, the Council for Social Responsibility took on the tasks 
relinquished by the Children’s Society and in 2005 the newly constituted 
Diocesan Community Development Team introduced a project of support for 
children and young people. The project is named PLANT DEWI and is run from 
the project office in Carmarthen.  

The Project works with children, young people and families within their 
communities; enabling them to become strong so that they grow and develop. 
This is achieved by permitting children and young people to participate more 
fully in decisions which affect their lives, sharing knowledge, ensuring that 
children, young people and their families have access to positive experiences 
and helping parishes, community groups and individuals to access support in 
order to encourage well being. 

Plant Dewi has helped to establish various community projects in the diocese – 
family centres, youth centres, nursery schools etc. These community projects 
are excellent examples of the Church at work in ministry and service. Plant  
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Dewi continues to support these projects from donations from parishes and 
individuals and from sales in the Plant Dewi Charity Shop in King Street, 
Carmarthen. 

One way in which we can all support this important work is by having a “Plant 
Dewi Box” in our own homes. Members of the household (and visitors) can be 
invited to put their small change in the box and, once a year, the contents of all 
the boxes will be collected by the local Plant Dewi Representative and donated 
to the charity.  

Several people in the Talley area already have a “Plant Dewi Box” in their 
home and the time has come for me, as your local Plant Dewi Representative, 
to collect any money collected over the past twelve months. Some of you have 
already given me your boxes to empty, for which I thank you. Others, I know, 
prefer to empty their boxes themselves and give me a cheque made payable to 
Plant Dewi. If you wish to do this, please do so at your earliest convenience. I 
hope to visit each box-holder in the next few weeks, so that I can send our 
combined contribution to the Plant Dewi office. 

Last year the contents of the boxes allowed me to send just under £150. 
Considering that this was made up mostly of 1p, 2p and 5p coins it was a 
marvellous result. On behalf of the Plant Dewi office staff, I would like to 
express my gratitude for your generosity. 

If you do not yet have a “Plant Dewi House Box” in your home, but would be 
prepared to have one or if you would just like more information, please contact 
me at Bryn Heulog, Talley, SA19 7YH, by telephone to 01558 685741 or by 
email to rbpike@btinternet.com.  

Amounts collected from each box may not be large, but collectively they make a 
worthwhile contribution. If just 50p per week is collected in only 10 boxes, an 
annual total of over £250 is easily achieved. If this was repeated in every town 
and village in the county, just think what could be done to help local children 
and young people. 

Please give this matter your most serious consideration.  

Thank You. 

Roger Pike 
Plant Dewi Representative for Talley 
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TALLEY DINNER CHEQUES PRESENTED 

In the May edition of Y Llychau, Cerys Moir reported on the Talley Community 
Dinner held on Valentine’s Day in the White Hart, Llandeilo. 

As a result of the generosity of those attending over £1000 was raised for two 
charities – Marie Curie Cancer Care and Arthritis Research UK. This meant that 
the organiser of the dinner, Geraint Davies, was able to present cheques for 
£520 to representatives of each charity in a brief ceremony in the Providence 
Chapel vestry in Cwmdu.  

 

Thank you to all concerned. 
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FAMOUS WELSH PEOPLE 

In 2003-4 an internet poll was conducted to determine the 100 Greatest Welsh 
Heroes. Below are the top 40. For each name, his or her dates and occupation 
are followed by the percentage of votes they received. 

1. Aneurin Bevan, 1897-1960, politician, born in Tredegar, 5·995%. He 
spearheaded the establishment of the UK National Health Service. 

2. Owain Glyndŵr, 1349-1415, Prince of Wales, 5·706%. He instigated a 
fierce and long-running (but ultimately unsuccessful) revolt against the 
English rule of Wales. 

3. Tom Jones (Sir Thomas John Woodward OBE), born in Pontypridd in 
1940, singer, 5·120%. “It’s Not Unusual”, “What’s New Pussycat” and 
“Green, Green Grass of Home” are among his 36 Top 40 hits in the UK. 

4. Gwynfor Evans, 1912-2005, politician, born in Barry, 4·764%. He was 
President of Plaid Cymru for 36 years and their first Westminster MP. 

5. Richard Burton, 1925-1984, actor, born in Pontrhydyfen, 4·337%. His 
dependence on alcohol wrecked his acting career and his second 
marriage (to Elizabeth Taylor). 

6. Gareth Edwards CBE, born in Pontardawe in 1947, rugby player, 
4·164%. He was the youngest player to captain the Welsh team in an 
international rugby union match. 

7. Dylan Thomas, 1914-1953, poet & writer, born in Swansea, 4·028%. The 
‘play for voices’ “Under Milk Wood” is perhaps his best known work. 

8. David Lloyd George, 1863-1945, politician, born in Manchester (Welsh 
parents), 4·020%. The only Welsh Prime Minister of the UK – English was 
his second language. 

9. Robert Owen, 1771-1858, philanthropist, born in Newtown, 4·006%. A 
social reformer, he founded socialism and the Co-operative movement. 

10. Saunders Lewis, 1893-1985, poet & dramatist, born in Wallasey (Welsh 
parents), 3·956%. A political activist involved in starting Plaid Cymru. 

11. Mike Peters, born in Prestatyn in 1959, musician, 3·939%. He is the lead 
singer for both The Alarm and the Big Country bands. 

12. Bertrand Russell, 1872-1970, philosopher, born in Trellech, 3·630%. In 
1950 he won the Nobel Prize for Literature for writings in which he 
championed humanitarian ideals and freedom of thought. 
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13. Catherine Zeta-Jones, born in Swansea in 1969, actress, 2·807%. After 
“The Darling Buds of May” she starred in several films before marrying 
Michael Douglas. 

14. Ronald Stuart Thomas, 1913-2000, poet, born in Cardiff, 2·219%. He 
was an Anglican priest, noted for his nationalism, spirituality and deep 
dislike of the ‘anglicisation’ of Wales. 

15. Andre Vicari, born in Port Talbot in 1938, artist, 2·157%. Now working 
mostly in France he has amassed a fortune in excess of £95M. 

16. Evan Roberts, 1878-1951, evangelist, born in Lougher, 2·016%. He was 
leading figure in the 1904-1905 Welsh Religious Revival. 

17. James Dean Bradfield, born in Pontypool in 1969, musician, 1·592%. 
He is lead guitarist and vocalist in the Manic Street Preachers. 

18. William Morgan, 1545-1604, Bishop, born near Betws-y-Coed, 1·915%. 
He was the first person to translate the whole Bible into Welsh. 

19. John Charles CBE, 1931-2004, footballer, born in Swansea, 1·900%. 
He is considered by many to be the best Welsh international footballer. 

20. Phil Campbell, born in Pontypridd in 1961, musician, 1·885%. He is the 
lead guitarist of the heavy metal band Motörhead. 

21. Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, 1223-1282, Prince of Wales, 1·394%. Known as 
‘Llywelyn the Last’, he was the son of Llywlyn the Great and the last 
prince of an independent Wales before its conquest by Edward I. 

22. Ioan Gruffudd, born in Aberdare in 1973, actor, 1·147%. After making 
some Welsh language films, he became famous as Horatio Hornblower. 

23. Richey Edwards, 1967-2008, musician & lyricist, 1·077%. A member of 
the Manic Street Preachers, he vanished in 1995, later presumed dead. 

24. J.P.R. Williams MBE, born in Bridgend in 1949, rugby player, 1·070%. 
An orthopaedic surgeon by profession, “JPR” helped Wales win three 
Grand Slams in the1970s. 

25. Dame “Tanni” Grey-Thompson, born in Cardiff in 1969, wheelchair 
athlete 1·068%. She participated in five Paralympic Games winning 16 
medals in all (11 gold, 4 silver and 1 bronze). 

26. Simon Weston OBE, born in Caerphilly in 1961, war hero, 1·028%. He 
is well known throughout the UK for his recovery and charity work after 
suffering severe burn injuries during the Falklands War. 
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27. John Evans, born in Pontypridd in 1960, writer, 0·870%. After being a 
punk rocker he wrote about the South Wales Valleys – “How Real Is My 
Valley?”, “The Red Kite in Wales” etc. 

28. Alfred Russel Wallace, 1823-1913, scientist, born in Usk, 0·773%. He is 
best known for independently conceiving the theory of ‘evolution through 
natural selection’, jointly published with Charles Darwin in 1858. 

29. Michael D. Jones, 1822-1898, Congregationalist minister, born near 
Aberaeron, 0·702%. He founded the Welsh Patagonia community. 

30. Dafydd ap Gwilym, 1315-1370, poet, born in Penrhyn-coch, 0·694%. He 
is considered to be the best Welsh poet of the Middle Ages. He is buried 
in Talley Churchyard. 

31. Most Revd Dr Rowan Williams, born in Swansea in 1950, poet and 
theologian, 0·675%. Retired as Archbishop of Canterbury in 2012. 

32. Patrick Jones, born in Tredegar in 1965, poet & playwright, 0·642%. As 
well as writing poems and plays, he also makes music videos. 

33. Julian Cayo-Evans, 1937-1995, politician, born near Lampeter, 0·635%. 
A political activist, he was the one time leader of the Free Wales Army. 

34. Tommy Cooper, 1921-1984, comedian, born in Caerphilly, 0·541%. He 
was a member of the Magic Circle. 

35. Roald Dahl, 1916-1990, author, born in Llandaff, 0·497%. After a 
distinguished RAF career, he wrote stories for adults and children. 

36. John Frost, 1784-1877, tailor, born in Newport, 0·462%. He was a 
prominent leader of the Chartist movement in the Newport Rising. 

37. Hedd Wyn (born Ellis Humphrey Evans), 1887-1917, poet, born in 
Trawsfynydd, 0·440%. Killed at Passchendaele in World War I, he was 
posthumously awarded the bard’s chair at the 1917 National Eisteddfod. 

38. Jimmy Wilde, 1892-1969, boxer, born near Merthyr Tydfil, 0·437%. He 
was the first official World Flyweight Champion, nicknamed Mighty Atom. 

39. Dr Richard Price, 1723-1791, philosopher, born in Llangeinor, 0·423%. 
He was a nonconformist preacher, active in radical, republican, and 
liberal causes such as the American Revolution. 

40. Sir John “Kyffin” Williams, 1918-2006, artist, born on Anglesey, 
0·420%. He is widely regarded as the defining artist of Wales during the 
20th century. 
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PAST HAPPENINGS ON DAYS IN JULY 

Continuing the series of historical events that happened on specific days, below 
is a list of incidents that occurred on each day of July in the recent past. A 
similar list for different months will appear in future issues of Y Llychau. 

July 1st Charles, Duke of Cornwall, was invested with the title ‘Prince of 
Wales’ at Caernarfon Castle in 1969. 

July 2nd The Welsh Folk Museum at St Fagans – the first open-air 
museum in the UK – opened in 1948. 

July 3rd Swansea was granted city status in 1969. 

July 4th After fourteen years, food rationing in Britain ended in 1954. 

July 5th The United Kingdom National Health Service started in 1948. 

July 6th The Piper Alpha drilling platform in the North Sea was 
destroyed by explosions and fire in 1988. 167 oil workers were 
killed, making it the world’s worst offshore oil disaster. 

July 7th A series of four bomb attacks on London’s transport network 
killed 56 people and injured about 700 others in 2005. 

July 8th Ronald Biggs who was serving a 30-year prison sentence for 
his part in the Great Train Robbery escaped from Wandsworth 
prison in 1965. 

July 9th Mettoy first introduced their range of Corgi Toy model cars, 
manufactured at Fforestfach in South Wale, in 1956. 

July 10th The German Luftwaffe attacked British convoys in the English 
Channel, thus starting the Battle of Britain in 1940. 

July 11th The space laboratory, Skylab, was destroyed as it plunged to 
earth over the southern Indian Ocean in 1979. 

July 12th Pauline Reade disappeared on her way to a dance, the first 
victim of Moors Murderers Ian Brady and Myra Hindley in 1963. 

July 13th In 1955 Ruth Ellis was the last woman to be hanged in the 
United Kingdom, after being convicted of the murder of her 
lover, David Blakely. 

July 14th Bob Geldof organised the Live Aid pop festival in London in 
1985 and raised over £2m for the starving in Africa. 

July 15th The largest on-line social network service in the world, Twitter, 
was launched in 2006. 

July 16th King George VI and Queen Elizabeth opened the new building 
for the National Library of Wales at Aberystwyth in 1937. 
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July 17th The Humber Bridge, a 7,280 ft long single-span suspension 
bridge, was officially opened by the Queen in 1981. 

July 18th Following celebrations marking the end of World War I, ex-
servicemen rioted and burnt down Luton Town Hall in 1919. 

July 19th The first ever Royal Welsh Show was held in Aberystwyth in 
1904. Its success led to the building of a permanent site near 
Builth Wells. 

July 20th Euston, the first inter-city railway station in London, was 
opened in 1837. 

July 21st Neil Armstrong and “Buzz” Aldrin became the first humans to 
walk on the Moon, during the Apollo 11mission in 1969. 

July 22nd Amy Johnson took off from Pendine for the first non-stop 
aeroplane flight from Great Britain to the United States in 1933. 

July 23rd Prince Andrew and Sarah Ferguson were married at 
Westminster Abbey in 1986. 

July 24th The first race meeting was held at Ffos Las racecourse near 
Llanelli in 2009 – the first new National Hunt racecourse to be 
built in the United Kingdom for 80 years 

July 25th In 2000 an Air France Concorde crashed minutes after taking-
off from Charles de Gaulle airport near Paris, killing 113 people. 

July 26th Egypt’s president, Colonel Nasser, announced the 
nationalisation of the Suez Canal Company to provide funding 
for the construction of the Aswan High Dam in 1956. 

July 27th The Welsh Language Act of 1967 allowed the use of Welsh in 
legal proceedings and official documents. 

July 28th In 2005, the IRA formally ordered an end to its armed campaign 
in Northern Ireland and said it will pursue only peaceful means. 

July 29th HRH Prince Charles and Lady Diana Spencer were married in 
St Paul’s Cathedral in 1981. 

July 30th In 1902, the opening of the Great Orme Tramway at Llandudno 
made it the longest funicular railway in the British Isles. 

July 31st The Government of Wales Act, that established a devolved 
Welsh Assembly, received the Royal Assent in 1998. 

Researched by Roger Pike 
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TALLEY SCHOOL 

Congratulations to Jack Moir, Talley 
School Year 2 pupil. Jack was very 
successful in earning his purple belt 
and coming third in their best age 
'Judo competition’. Jack is an 
enthusiastic member of the ‘Club 
Judo' Carmarthen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the last three weeks the 
children of Talley School have 
participated in numerous activities in 
Cwmdu shop. 

The main focus of the trips was to 
make bath bombs in order to sell 
them in the shop. We have 
decorated the bath bombs with  
 

 

YSGOL TALYLLYCHAU 

Llongyfarchiadau mawr i Jack Moir 
disgybl blwyddyn 2 yn Ysgol 
Talyllychau. Buodd Jack yn 
llwyddiannus iawn i ennil ei felt 
porffor a trydydd aelod gorau yn eu 
oedran yn 'Judo’. Mae Jack yn  
aelod brwdfrydig o ‘Glwb Judo’ 
Caerfyrddin. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drost y tair wythnos diwethaf mae 
plant Ysgol Talyllychau wedi bod yn 
siop Cwmdu yn gwneud gwahanol 
gweithgareddau. 

Yn gyntaf buon ni yn gwneud burum 
ar gyfer coginio pitsas. Tra bod y 
burum yn twymo aethon ni i chwilio 
am perlysiau yn gardd y tafarn. 
Wedyn aethon ni i wneud toes. 
Dyma pawb yn gwneud gwahanol 
siap pitsas a buon yn rhoi 
cynhwysion blasus ar y top. Cyn 
cael cinio buon ni yn gwneud  
 



Y Llychau 

- 29 - 

 

herbs from the pub garden. They 
are now for sale in the shop in 
Cwmdu for £2 a pack.  

We would like to thank Tanya for 
organising the activities. We had a 
lot of fun!  

(This has been written by Rowan 
Shimmin, Saffron Bell and Jack Moir 
in Year 2) 

 

 

On the last day of the Easter term 
we were very fortunate to have Mr 
Walford in school to give us an 
Easter assembly. The pupils would 
like to thank Mr Walford for the kind 
gifts of Easter eggs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

bomiau bath. Prynon y cynhwysion 
o siop Cwmdu. Defnyddion perlysiau 
i addurno a chrei persawr y bomiau. 
Mae’r bomiau nawr ar werth yn siop 
cwmdu am dwy bunt y pecyn. Ar ol 
bwyta pitsas i ginio a prynu losin yn 
y siop buom yn creu labeli i rhoi ar y 
bomiau bath. 

Diolch yn fawr i Tanya am drefnu’r 
trip menter ac i bawb roedd wedi 
helpu. Cawsom llawer hwyl. 

(Gan Rowan Shimmin, Saffron Bell 
a Jack Moir Year 2) 
 

Diwrnod diwethaf y tymor buodd 
disgyblion Ysgol Talyllychau yn 
ffodus iawn i gael gwasanaeth y 
Pasg gyda Mr Walford. Hoffair plant 
ddiolch i Mr Walford am y rhodd 
caredig iawn o wyau pasg. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Most of us remember Sunday School as something organised by our local 
church or chapel to which we were sent by our parents during our childhood. 
However, this was not always the situation.  

In 18th century England, education was reserved for a minority and was not 
compulsory. The wealthy educated their children privately at home with a hired 
governess and, once they were older, the girls went into service as maids to the 
aristocracy while boys were often sent away to privately run boarding schools. 
With typical English eccentricity, these fee-based educational establishments 
were known as public schools.  

The town-based middle class may have sent their sons to a local grammar 
school, but their daughters were left to learn what they could from their mothers 
or from books in their father’s library.  

Working class children got no formal education, typically working alongside 
their parents in a factory for six days a week; sometimes for more than 13 
hours a day. 

In 1780, Robert Raikes, the editor of the Gloucester Journal, was researching 
an article on the inmates of Gloucester Prison. He concluded that that an early 
religious teaching for children would help keep them from a life of crime and 
proposed that a weekly one-day school should be established for the purpose. 
Since Sunday was the only time when children were not working in the 
factories, the concept of a Sunday School was born.  

In 1781, Raikes, concerned with the plight of children living in the Gloucester 
slums, opened his first school. He persuaded his neighbour, Mrs Meredith, to 
allow her front parlour to be used for the purpose. Using the Bible as their 
textbook, he taught the children to read and write. 

By 1785, 250,000 English children were attending Sunday School in towns all 
across the country, often in the homes of local people of good standing in their 
community. They aimed not only to teach the youngsters reading and writing 
but a knowledge of the Bible as well. Sunday schools began as schools for the 
poor. They provided rudimentary instruction to working children on their free 
day. These schools had the additional purpose of controlling children’s 
activities.  

Employment of children in industries had brought together youth of similar ages 
who worked together on weekdays and spent their Sundays playing in alleys  
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and streets, to the great disturbance of the families in the vicinity of such 
places, and the profanation of the day. Sunday schools provided an alternative 
to Sunday rowdiness. The schools would also teach proper behaviour, respect 
for others, the importance of cleanliness and reprimanding children for lying, 
swearing, talking in an indecent manner or other mischief. 

Within ten years, Sunday Schools had spread across the whole of Britain and in 
1791 they even reached America.  

Many clergymen recognised the importance of such institutions and gradually 
Sunday Schools became associated with churches and chapels and the 
privately run ones progressively declined. Originally, Sunday Schools were held 
in the afternoon, between church services, but in recent times they moved to 
the morning so that the parents could attend the service while their children 
were in school. 

The Sunday School movement was cross-denominational, and through public 
subscription it often built large buildings that could host public lectures as well 
as classrooms. In some areas in the early days, adults we allowed to attend the 
same classes as the infants, as each were instructed in basic reading. In some 
towns the Methodists withdrew from the Large Sunday School and built their 
own. The Anglicans set up their own ‘National’ schools that would act as 
Sunday Schools and day schools. These schools were the precursors to a 
national system of education. 

The role of the Sunday School changed with the Education Act of 1870.  

The Act made it compulsory for all children aged between 5 and 13 to attend 
school from Monday to Friday. Sunday Schools had never been recognised as 
formal educational institutions and after 1870 they simply attempted to offer 
meaningful instruction concerning Christian doctrine. They kept little or no 
record of performance for any given week. Attendance was often tracked as a 
means of encouraging children to attend regularly and small awards were 
frequently given for reaching attendance milestones. Many Sunday Schools 
issued a small coloured picture of a Bible story each week for the children 
collect.  

Roger Pike 
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MEMORIES OF 1944 

Several voyages accompanying convoys to and fro across the Atlantic as a 
seaman in the Royal Navy during World War II taught me quite quickly that the 
sea may be rough or smooth but it is always uninteresting. Waves may be big 
or small – but they are all just waves. A whale sending up a fountain of water 
(we never actually saw a whale itself) or an iceberg would relieve the monotony 
when you were on look-out duty, but the best thing of all was when we passed 
close to a ‘Mother Carey’s chicken’ sitting peacefully on the water below us. 
Everyone (not the look-outs, of course – they had the really boring job of 
watching for submarine periscopes) enjoyed their sight. What species of bird 
they were I’m not at all sure – a shearwater of one kind, perhaps. I can’t 
remember exactly how they looked to identify them from a book, but what a 
lovely name.  

So, when I was commissioned, I opted for coastal forces. The coast is much 
more interesting – though we were often days at sea far away from it. On such 
craft there is obviously more integration as there were just three officers on the 
ship I served on and a couple of dozen or so crew. After coastal forces training 
on the south coast of England and the west coast of Scotland, I joined a ship at 
Inverness which had been instructed to accompany landing craft to France. 
During my training on the south coast we were in a famous girls’ school – the 
girls had been evacuated to I don’t know where – and I can remember clearly 
coming down some stairs with a couple of friends looking over a flat roof. “Oh!” 
I said “Look, there’s a nice little Wren”. We were almost bowled over by the 
group behind us. Can you think why? 

Anyway, down the coast we went to Southsea where I recall going along 
between the rows of landing craft in the harbour calling out through a loud-
hailer “Postponed 24 hours”. The day the invasion of France was planned for 
was June 5th. (We didn’t know until a couple of days beforehand. It was all kept 
secret). The weather forecast was so bad that it was decided that it should be 
on June 6th instead. 

The weather certainly was not very good and the sea was very choppy as we 
led our contingent of landing craft across the channel. I was one of the unlucky 
ones. I had to be in the wheelhouse receiving signals from the south east coast 
of England with a machine like a TV from which I could tell where we were to 
plot the route we needed to take. Why unlucky? Well, the wheelhouse was 
blacked-out so chaps were allowed one at a time to have a smoke there. What 
an atmosphere it was! I’d never smoked. I certainly felt bad. 

Then, reaching the ship where the run-in to the shore started from, we had an  
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artillery officer or two on board in touch with big landing craft with guns on 
board to bombard the shore ahead of the troops landing. Then, as the run-in 
started, the wretched machine stopped working, so I had to calculate the 
distance to the shore as we got nearer and neared and passed up the range – 
hopefully – to the artillery men. I was past caring – I felt so bad. 

I suppose many of those convoying the troops, as well as the poor chaps who 
had to land on the enemy shore, felt apprehensive. I just felt ill. 

Of course, we never landed and turning back it was daylight. The wheelhouse 
door was open. There was lovely fresh air and there I was gulping it down as 
much as I could. 

So that was D Day for me. We stayed off the Normandy coast doing different 
jobs. It was choppy most of the time and in a ship little more than 100 ft long 
you feel every wave. Then we returned to England to have a major refit and 
have more armament fitted to go out east to Burma. We gathered at Milford 
Haven – my first sight of Wales – and set off down to Gib in a group for the first 
leg of that long voyage. 

We hugged the coast as much as we could, stopping quite often to take on 
water, provisions or fuel and often staying a while if one of the group needed 
attention of some kind. So, Alexandria, the Suez Canal, the Red Sea, the 
Southern Arabian coast and Karachi then down the Indian coast to Bombay, 
where we all needed a major refit again. Some of us went to the Himalayas by 
train to spend our leave, changing trains at Agra where we had time enough to 
tour the Taj Mahal. What a wonderful place! 

Then, hugging the coast south to Ceylon, up the east coast of India to Calcutta 
we turned south again to Burma, where, on reaching Rangoon, we discovered 
that the Japs had retreated the day before. We went up the Irrawaddy, making 
friends with the Burmese people, then back to India again where, having more 
leave, I went up to the Nilgiri Hills and stayed in a leave-camp right beside a tea 
plantation. While there I had a message to go to Colombo – on the train and 
ferry – to take over a ship sitting there waiting for new parts for her engine. 

The war was well over then and forces were gradually returning to Britain for 
demob. I wasn’t due that for some time so I was to take my ship east – to Hong 
Kong perhaps – why, I never knew. But I never went. The engine almost caught 
fire when I took the ship out on trial. We paid her off and I went ashore to 
officers’ quarters until I was able to go as a passenger on a frigate back to 
Plymouth. (Although a “passenger” I found myself navigating most of the way 
because the giro compass that points due north broke down, so a magnetic  
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compass had to be used. That points to magnetic north and the angle between 
true and magnetic north varies for many reasons. Working this out was 
something the ship’s officers had never had to do before and had mostly 
forgotten how to. On small ships you only have magnetic, so I was used to it). 

What a year 1944 was. I’d been commissioned at the end of ’43 and was 21 in 
January ’44. I was still only 21 when I became the commanding officer of that 
ship in Colombo. With D Day half-way through the year and all that went on 
before and after, it’s a year which I shan’t easily forget. 

Denys Smith 

 

 

SOME 2011 CENSUS RESULTS 

The Office of National Statistics (ONS) has issued some of the data collected 
during the 2011 Census in the United Kingdom. While much of this information 
is mainly statistical, some concerning population trends is of more general 
interest.  

The table on the following page compares the population age profile of the 
county of Carmarthenshire with that of Wales as a whole. The Change column 
shows the variation in numbers since the last census in 2001, expressed as a 
percentage. 

The main points of interest as far as the county is concerned are: 

• There has been a 6.3% increase in the population in the last 10 years. 

• The county is now listed as the 4th highest populated in Wales. 

• Females still outnumber males in the county despite at 8% increase in 
the number of males since 2001. 

• The highest populated age group is the 45 to 49 year olds.  

• The age group showing the largest percentage increase in numbers 
was the 60 to 64 year olds. 

• The largest decrease was the 30 to 34 year olds. 

• The number of occupied households in the county has seen an 
increase of 7.8%. 

• The average number of people per hectare living in Carmarthenshire is 
still lower than the average for Wales. 
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Population 
Carmarthen-

shire 
Change

Whole of 
Wales 

Change

Total Number of People 183,800 6.3% 3,063,500 5.5% 

Males 89,800 8.0% 1,504,200 7.2% 

Females 93,900 4.7% 1,559,200 4.0% 

Aged 0 – 4  10,300 9.3% 178,300 6.2% 

Aged 5 – 9  9,700 -8.9% 163,100 -12.0% 

Aged 10 – 14  10,600 -5.9% 177,700 -9.3% 

Aged 15 – 19  11,300 6.9% 199,100 7.8% 

Aged 20 – 24  10,600 23.6% 211,900 25.0% 

Aged 25 – 29  9,500 7.5% 185,700 11.5% 

Aged 30 – 34  9,300 -13.0% 174,700 -11.9% 

Aged 35 – 39  10,200 -14.0% 183,000 -13.7% 

Aged 40 – 44  12,200 6.3% 213,200 9.1% 

Aged 45 – 49  13,600 18.9% 220,700 19.6% 

Aged 50 – 54  12,500 -3.3% 201,600 -3.2% 

Aged 55 – 59  12,200 4.7% 186,900 5.7% 

Aged 60 – 64  13,300 35.9% 204,900 34.0% 

Aged 65 – 69  11,400 26.8% 166,000 19.9% 

Aged 70 – 74  8,900 6.3% 134,500 7.0% 

Aged 75 – 79  7,300 -2.7% 108,200 1.6% 

Aged 80 – 84  5,400 9.7% 79,200 9.4% 

Aged 85 – 89  3,500 31.5% 49,400 26.7% 

Aged 90+ 1,700 35.8% 25,200 29.9% 

Total Occupied Households 78,800 7.8% 1,302,700 7.7% 

Number of people per hectare 0.8 0.1 1.4 0.0 
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THE NEWSLETTER 

Y Llychau is produced on behalf of St Michael & All Angels, Talley. If you would 
like to assist with the Newsletter in any way, please contact me. I would 
welcome offers of help and/or suggestions for items to include in any future 
issues. 

The Newsletter is intended to be a community publication (not just a church 
magazine) and as such it needs the support of all members of the community. 
An easy way of showing your support is to submit an article for inclusion. The 
pieces do not have to be literary masterpieces. They can be on any subject that 
you feel would be of interest to other readers, especially if they relate to Talley 
or Cwmdu or if they involve local people, past or present. 

Please consider writing something. If no contributions are received, there will be 
no newsletter!  

Roger Pike 
Newsletter “Editor” 
Bryn Heulog, Talley, Llandeilo, SA19 7YH 
Tel:  01558 685741 
e-mail:   rbpike@btinternet.com. 

 

 

 

THE NEXT ISSUE 

Intended Publication Date – Monday 1st September 2014 

Copy Dates  –  Please submit all items for inclusion in the next issue 

                         as soon as possible & BEFORE the dates below 
 

For contributions written in Welsh  

        Thursday  24th  July  2014 (to allow time for translation) 
 

For contributions written in English 

       Thursday  31st  July  2014. 

 

 

 


