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WORKING  ON  ST  MICHAEL’S  CHURCH 
 

These Newsletters hope to provide information about the Talley and Cwmdu 
area and to report on recent happenings. They also aim to provide articles of 
general interest as well as historical items relevant to our community.  
 

 

Y Llychau is produced on behalf of St Michael & All Angels, Talley,  
for distribution locally. 
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THE FRONT PAGE 

During the summer, scaffolding has erected at the east and west ends of the 
church to enable the external walls to be power-washed to remove the flaking 
coating before the walls were  re-whitened. While the scaffolding was in place, 
the opportunity was taken to repair the leak in the sanctuary roof. The picture 
on the front cover shows the structure necessary to allow access to repair the 
leak. The work was expensive (almost £8,000) and has sadly depleted church 
funds so concentrated fund-raising efforts will need to be undertaken in the 
coming months. 

 

 

THE “EDITOR” WRITES 

The first issue of the Talley Newsletter was published on Advent Sunday 2006 
and has been produced every other month since then. This current issue, 
therefore, brings to an end our eighth year of publication. This success would 
not have been possible without the financial support of the congregation of  
St Michael’s church and others as well as the literary contributions of many of 
our readers. On behalf of everyone associated with the production of Y Llychau, 
I would like to offer my sincere thanks for the support that has been shown to 
this Newsletter project by so many people. 

However, there is no room for complacency and for the Newsletter to continue it 
is essential that more contributions to include in its pages are forthcoming. In 
the past some people have written a series of articles and others have 
submitted the occasional piece. Regrettably, recently this has not been the 
case. If you would be prepared to become a regular contributor (or even if you 
would like to write just a single piece) please do not hesitate to offer your 
services. With only six issues each year, it should be possible for me as editor 
to receive sufficient contributions to fill each issue. 

Unfortunately, this is not always the case and readers have had to be  
subjected to articles that I have written myself to ensure that each issue 
contains a reasonable number of pages. It would be much better if most of the 
content was provided by you, the readers. This would not only provide a wider 
range of interesting topics but would doubtlessly improve the quality of the 
pieces. Please do not be shy. Write something and send it to me. I can assure 
you that whatever you submit will be received with unbounded enthusiasm and 
gratitude. 
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Over the past eight years, Y Llychau has featured many topics which, for a 
variety of reasons, are no longer included. Some of these were because they 
did not attract the responses we had hoped for. The Children’s Page, the 
Recipe Page and the What’s On page being examples of this. Others were very 
popular, but the authors just stopped sending in their contributions. Perhaps the 
most obvious examples are the Crosswords and the View from the Hill articles. 
If the original authors would like to contribute again, or if another reader would 
like to resurrect either of these, I would be delighted – as I suspect would be 
many readers. 

Even if you do not feel able to write a piece yourself, but have suggestions on 
the type of article that you feel might be popular, please do not keep your ideas 
to yourself. While some may not be suitable, I expect they are many others that 
would enhance the pages of Y Llychau. Although the subject you would like to 
see included may have been used in the past, it is possible that a new way of 
presenting it might be more acceptable now. 

Finally on the subject of the Newsletter, you may have noticed that there are 
fewer articles appearing in both English and Welsh. There are two reasons for 
this. The first is that there is now only one person left in the original “Translating 
Team” prepared to produce the Welsh version of a English piece and the 
second is that pieces in English that are suitable to translate often do not arrive 
in time. This is obviously true of the articles that I write myself because until I 
know how many items have been submitted, I do not know how many “last 
minute” things I have to write to fill the pages. 

And now, as they say, for something completely different. 

Apart from acting as the “editor” of this Newsletter, I also undertake a few more 
activities. One of these is being the local representative for Plant Dewi, the 
charitable organisation that supports children and youth work in the Diocese of 
St Davids. In an article in the last Newsletter I said that I would be visiting those 
of you who have “Plant Dewi Boxes” in your home to collect the money that 
had been put in the boxes over the past year.  

I am delighted to say that the contents of the boxes this year amounted to 
almost £150. Please accept my thanks for this outstanding generosity. If you 
had a box which I have failed to collect, please let me know and I will forward 
the contents to Plant Dewi to add to our total. 

Roger Pike 
Editor 
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NEWS FROM ST MICHAEL’S 

There are three main items of news relating to St Michael & All Angels, Talley. 

The Church 

As part of the refurbishment of the church about a decade ago, the external 
walls had to be lime washed. Exposure to wind and rain had caused this white 
covering to deteriorate and become unsightly. The time had come for it to be 
replaced and this has now been done. Scaffolding was erected so that the 
loose, flaking lime wash could be power washed and a new coating added.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The west end of the church during the work 

The Vicar 

For the past four years, Talley has been without a vicar. During this inter-
regnum period, we have relied heavily on the services of our Lay Reader, John 
Walford, and we are extremely grateful to him for all he has done for us.  
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Recently an advert for a new priest for the benefice was placed in the Church 
Times but attracted no applicants for the post. In July, representatives of each 
of the four churches in the benefice attended a meeting with the Bishop to 
discuss the situation and try to find a solution. The meeting decided that the 
best way forward was to offer the Vicarage in Talley as a House for Duty. This 
would enable a recently retired cleric (or a member of the clergy about to retire) 
to live there and act as a part-time vicar until a full-time incumbent could be 
found. This arrangement could mean that a temporary vicar could be in Talley 
early in 2015. 

Local Ministry Area 

Elsewhere in this issue is an article explaining Local Ministry Areas. This new 
approach to church organisation has been fully discussed locally at our 
Deanery Conference and last year it was agreed that we would like the existing 
Deanery of Llandovery (of which the benefice of Caio, Llansawel, Talley and 
Abergorlech is part) to become a Local Ministry Area. 

Should the Ministry Area be established, the boundaries of existing parishes 
and benefices would not change in any way and each parish would continue to 
be responsible for its own financial affairs. This means that Talley will continue 
to be associated with Caio, Llansawel and Abergorlech and the financial 
arrangements that we currently have will not be affected. 

The Ministry Area cannot be set up until every parish in the existing Deanery of 
Llandovery has agreed that it wishes to be part of it. Therefore, the Parochial 
Church Council (PCC) of every parish and benefice in the Deanery will have to 
discuss the matter and formally pass a resolution that it is willing to join the 
proposed Ministry Area. Only when the Area Dean has been officially informed 
that every PCC in the Deanery has passed such a resolution can measures be 
implemented to create a Local Ministry Area. Talley is represented on its 
benefice PCC and will vote on the subject at its next meeting. 

The PCC of each church will also be responsible for deciding who is to be their 
Focal Minister. 

Assuming that all parishes do agree, the Ministry Area will be instituted during a 
special church service. During that service, a document of commitment (the 
Compact Agreement) will need to be signed by a representative of each of the 
parishes and that will formally establish our new Ministry Area. 

Roger Pike 
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FFAIR HAF TALYLLYCHAU A CHWMDU 

The Talley and Cwmdu Summer Fair was held on Saturday 7th June. Being 
woken up by Thunder and Lightning on that Saturday morning, wasn’t the best 
start to the day! However, ignoring the showers, the rest of the day continued 
as planned. The bus started taking people from Talley down to Cwmdu at 1.30; 
money was taken on the gate and raffle tickets were sold for the vast array of 
prizes; there were fabulous cakes available as well as burgers and sausages 
on the BBQ, crepes and local beer. Stalls were selling clothes, jewellery, plants, 
preserves and other crafty bits. During the afternoon, there was a Tombola, 
Lucky Dip, Hook-a-Duck, Bric-a-Brac, friendship bracelets, Henna Tattoos, 
Vintage Tractors & Cars, a Penalty Shoot Out, Sports, Dogs Racing for 
Sausages, The Big Sing and even Daffodil the Tractor to rebuild. 

 

Everyone gathered together at 5pm for the announcements of all the 
competition winners, which were given by our guest announcer Geriant Davies, 
before he auctioned the Traditional First Plate of Meat. 

Best Penalty Goal Scorer  
          (Senior) – Finn Wealleans 
          (Junior) – Owen Davies 

Picture of Summer 
          4 years & under – Frank Speke 
          5 - 7 years – Rowan Shimmin 
          8 - 12 years – Rory Dougherty-Hooper 
          Over 12 years – Melanie Canning 

Jar of Preserve – Angie Hastilow 

Guess How Many Sweets in the Jar – Cora Hollins 
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Daffodil the Tractor – the ‘Loose Nuts’ team put her back together in the 
quickest time. 

Bessie Buwch ‘Spot the Splat’ – Oli Jones guessed the closest spot, winning 
£25. 

Logo Quiz – Muddy Schuur won £20 by guessing the most logos correctly. 

The Talley School 100 Club numbers were also drawn: 
          1st - Della Webster – £33 
          2nd - Iain Moir – £16.50 
          3rd - Tracy Cleverly – £9.90 
          4th - Liz Howells – £6.60 

 

The Auction of Promises started our evening’s entertainment. The promises 
included a drive in a GT40, gardening, tickets to a Scarlets rugby match, a 
month’s membership for two at ‘The Gym at Llandeilo’, a cake a month for four 
months and a Sunday Lunch for two at The Plough in Rhosmaen. The auction 
raised over £500. 

The Bethlehem Village Band then took charge for an excellent Twmpath, 
followed by Sebsonic with some Old Skool Classics. 

The proceeds of nearly £3000 from the whole event go to Talley School PTA (to 
pay for the children’s trips and help with their education) and Cymdeithas 
Cwmdu (to help run the Tafarn, shop and Post Office). We would like to thank 
everyone who helped in any way to organise this successful event. 

Angie Hastilow 
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PAST HAPPENINGS ON DAYS IN SEPTEMBER  

The series of recording historical events that happened on specific days 
continues below with a list of incidents that occurred on each day of September 
in the last century or so. A similar list for different months will appear in future 
issues of Y Llychau. 

September 1st 11,500 standpipes were erected in Yorkshire in 1976 when 
local reservoirs ran low after the longest drought for 80 years. 

September 2nd Japan signed an unconditional surrender in 1945, bringing an 
end to World War II in the Pacific region. 

September 3rd In 1939 the UK declared war on Nazi Germany following the 
German invasion of Poland two days earlier. 

September 4th The Queen officially opened the Forth Road Bridge, Europe’s 
longest suspension bridge linking Edinburgh to Perth across 
the River Forth in 1964. 

September 5th The UK’s first trunk dialling system from a public call-box was 
launched during a ceremonial phone call from Bristol to 
London in 1959. 

September 6th The funeral of Diana, Princess of Wales, took place in 
Westminster Abbey in 1997. 

September 7th While walking across Waterloo Bridge, Bulgarian dissident 
Georgi Markov was assassinated by being stabbed with a 
poisoned umbrella tip in 1978. 

September 8th The first Severn Bridge was opened in 1966. 

September 9th Two hijacked passenger planes were crashed into the World 
Trade Center towers by terrorists in 2001. 

September 10th Aberystwyth Town Hall was seriously damaged by fire in 1957 

September 11th The first branch of the Women’s Institute in Britain opened at 
Llanfair PG on Anglesey in 1915. 

September 12th The Newport Transporter Bridge was opened in 1906. 

September 13th  The first hypermarket in Wales opened when Carrefour 
started trading in Caerphilly in 1972. 

September 14th The Northern Rock bank experienced the first run on a bank 
in the United Kingdom for 150 years in 2007. 

September 15th The Sun newspaper was published for the first time in 1964; 
it replaced the Daily Herald. 
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September 16th Chancellor Norman Lamont raised interest rates from 10% to 
12%, then 15% before announcing Britain’s withdrawal from 
the European Exchange Rate Mechanism in 1992. 

September 17th After weeks of strikes at the Gdansk Shipyard, Poland’s 
Solidarity  trade union was established in 1980. 

September 18th The first Ugandan refugees fleeing the persecution of Idi 
Amin’s dictatorship arrived in Britain in 1972. 

September 19th The first ever Glastonbury Music Festival was held at Michael 
Eavis’s farm in 1970. 

September 20th The Queen launched the new Cunard cruise liner, the Queen 
Elizabeth 2, at a ceremony on the Clydebank in 1967. 

September 21st The first Welsh Home Rule Bill was introduced in the House 
of Commons in 1914, but it failed. 

September 22nd Britain’s first independent television station (ITV – funded by 
on-screen advertisements) started broadcasting in 1955. 

September 23rd In 2000, British rower Steve Redgrave made Olympic history 
at the Sydney Games by winning his fifth consecutive gold 
medal. 

September 24th In 1971 Britain expelled ninety Soviet “spies” following 
revelations from a KGB officer who had defected. 

September 25th 38 republican prisoners, armed with handguns, escaped from 
the Maze high-security prison in Northern Ireland in 1983. It is 
still the largest prison escape in British history. 

September 26th Concorde made its first non-stop crossing of the Atlantic in a 
record-breaking time of 3 hr 32 mins in 1973. 

September 27th The world’s first passenger train service opened in 1825 
between Stockton and Darlington in the north of England. 

September 28th The Google internet search engine was launched in 1998. 

September 29th Pope John Paul died in 1978 after the shortest papal reign in 
history of just 33 days. 

September 30th Neville Chamberlain declared “Peace in our time” after 
arriving back in the UK with an agreement signed by Hitler in 
1938. 

Researched by Roger Pike 
 

 



Y Llychau 

- 10 - 

 

TALLEY LAKES 

The Talley Lakes Nature Reserve 
is next to St Michael’s Church and 
is in the care of the Wildlife Trust 
of South and West Wales, Tenure 
Leased from the Royal Society for 
the Protection of Birds. It is an 
SSSI (a site of special scientific 
interest). Within the reserve are 
two lakes lying in glacial hollows 
separated by a narrow neck of 
land. This neck of land contains a 
mound which is a Norman motte, 
scheduled by Cadw. A narrow 
canal allows water to flow from the 
upper lake to the lower and 
permits the movement of fish and 
eels. There is an old bird hide 
between the two lakes. 

The lower, northern lake covers 
about 27 acres and exhibits a 
wide range of vegetation from 
open water and reeds to Alder 
and Willow. Both of these tree 
species thrive on wet or 
waterlogged soils and are 
commonly found along the banks 
of streams and rivers or wherever 
poor drainage results in wet soils. 
The lake is not easily accessible 
and it is, therefore, an ideal 
overwintering habitat for wildfowl, 
breeding ducks, grebes and swans. 

The upper, southern lake is slightly smaller, being almost 16 acres in extent and 
can be seen from the nearby roads. In summer the flowers and floating leaves 
of the Yellow and White Water Lily are a striking feature, as is Water-crowfoot. 
Shoreweed (Littorella Uniflora – the aquatic perennial that forms underwater 
mats and flowers on muddy margins) and Bladder Sedge (Carex vesicaria –  
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the common sedge that grows on the edge of ponds). Both were recorded as 
being in the lake in 1773 and they are still present. Water Sedge (Carex 
aquatilis) also grows here at its most southerly location. 

Great Crested Grebes 
and Mute Swans 
regularly breed on the 
lakes and Tufted 
Ducks and Pochard 
Diving Ducks are 
frequent visitors. 
During the winter 
months Goldeneye 
and Goosanders have 
been seen. In the 
past, scarce visitors 
have included Red-
necked Grebe, Scaup, 
Smew, Whooper and 
Bewicks Swans as 
well as Flycatchers  
in the summer.  

Invertebrates, such as Water Beetles and Leaf Beetles, are common and 
Dragonflies are well represented, including the Emperor Dragonfly. Otter spraint 
(dung) has also been reported around the lakes. 

The lakes were once oligotrophic but are now subject to eutrophication, causing 
the loss of some plants. Oligotrophic environments offer very low levels of 
nutrients to support or sustain life. Those plants or organisms that do grow in 
such conditions are characterized by slow growth, low rates of metabolism and 
generally low population density. Eutrophication is the ecosystem response to 
the addition of artificial or natural substances to increase the nutrient content of 
an aquatic system, such as nitrates and phosphates, through fertilizers or 
sewage. One example is the green “bloom” or great increase of phytoplankton 
in the water as a response to the increased levels of nutrients. A negative 
environmental effect of this is the depletion of oxygen in the water, which 
causes a reduction in specific fish and other animals. 

Roger Pike 
(from an article by the Wildlife Trust of South and West Wales) 

 

 



Y Llychau 

- 12 - 

A TALLEY STORY 

Evan Rees, my Great Great Grandfather, lived in Talley. He was born in 1829 
to Joshua and Sarah Rees from Pen-y-Bont and at 26 years of age he married 
Margaret Jones, the Daughter of Peter and Mary Jones who farmed in Talley. 
The young couple immediately started their family – as they did in those days! – 
with a son, Peter, followed by a daughter, Mary, in 1858, another son, Joshua, 
in 1860 and a second daughter, Eleanor, in 1862.  

They made their living, according to the census, as butter makers/dealers, 
which was a very common occupation of the time. In 1860, 70% of all milk was 
made into butter and cheese using long established traditional methods. Some 
readers may still remember butter being hand-made by their forebears on local 
farms.  

Without going into detail, the milk was left in a cool place to settle in shallow 
dishes so that the cream rose to the top. After about half a day, the cream was 
skimmed off and kept until there was enough to fill the churn. Churning 
separated the yellow fat from the buttermilk. I expect the implements used, 
skimmers, paddles etc., all had their special Welsh names. In 1914 there was a 
Butter School at Aberystwyth which introduced stainless steel equipment and 
modern methods, but Welsh farms had to wait – sometimes quite a while! – for 
electricity before they could change. 

In 1862, this little family was struck by tragedy when Evan Rees died at only 33 
years of age. Then, just 2 years later, his little Daughter, Eleanor aged 2 years, 
also died. I wondered about the cause of these two premature deaths and so I 
obtained the death certificates from the Carmarthen records office. These 
informed me that they had both died from Scrofula. I thought this sounded 
absolutely revolting and needed further research. 

Scrofula turned out to be Tuberculosis of the Lymph glands in the neck. TB 
most frequently infects the lungs (pulmonary TB) and used to be called 
Consumption. It was one of the greatest scourges of the past and was treated 
by exposing the sufferers to pure, cold air (why cold?). This was fine if you were 
wealthy enough to travel to Switzerland for example, but poor people had little 
help until antibiotics were invented in the 1940s.  

Scrofula was one of the oldest documented infectious diseases and used to be 
called the ‘Kings Evil’. It was once believed that it could be cured by the touch 
of a Monarch and parishes sometimes paid for people to travel to London for 
the Royal touch. The last Monarch offering this service was Queen Ann (1665-
1714). I guess they were not hot on statistics in those days or someone might 
just have noticed that the success rate was not terribly good!  
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Whilst reading these fascinating facts, I came upon a piece which mentioned 
that infection could be spread by unpasteurized milk from infected cows. At that 
time, raw milk would have been used to make butter as pasteurization was not 
in use until 1890 onwards. I did wonder if this could have been the source of the 
infection that caused Evan’s death and perhaps he infected his newborn 
daughter. 

What happened to this devastated little family? Well, you will be pleased to 
hear that the rest of them all survived. Margaret, Evan’s widow, married a 
neighbour, David Davies who was a widower with three sons. She took Mary 
and Joshua with her to the farm at Ffynongrech but the eldest son, Peter, was 
sent to Llandybie to learn tailoring. He moved to London in 1878, married 
Sophia from the Rheidol valley and became a very successful tailor with a 
daughter and four sons, one of whom was my Grandfather.  

Joshua also went to London at some stage but I have been unable to track him 
down so far. Mary did not marry, but remained to help run the farm with the 
Davies’ son David. When Margaret died, aged 72, in 1898, she was buried with 
Evan and baby Eleanor in Talley Churchyard, where I found their memorial and 
uncovered this little story. 

Rita Buttler 
 
 

SERVICES IN PROVIDENCE CHAPEL 

Services will be held in Providence Chapel, Cwmdu, on the following dates. 

August 31
st
  2.00pm 

September 14
th
  10.30am 

September 18
th
  7.00pm   Annual Thanksgiving Service 

September 28
th
  2.00pm   followed by Tea in Vestry for  

       Macmillan Cancer Support 

October 12
th
  2.00pm 

October 19
th
  10.30am 

November 2
nd

  2.00pm 

For further information, please contact Hywel Jones on 01558 685423  
(email: hywelygof@btinternet.com) or Rev Mary Davies on 01558 822634 
(email: emd.davies299@btinternet.com) 
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HOW TO FRIEND YOUR FICTION 

We were in Waterstone’s recently with a book token to spend. My sister drifted, 
as is her wont, to the children’s area at the rear of the store and was accosted 
by a conscientious, if short-sighted, member of staff, anxious to render 
assistance. This happens to her on a regular basis while the rest of us are left 
searching frantically for someone, anyone, to help with our difficulties. They had 
a fairly long and animated discussion about the great strides made in the field 
of children’s literature before it began to dawn on the gentleman that the ‘child’ 
was a tad older than he had supposed. Although small and shambolic, she is 
actually 56 but really doesn’t look it. Allowances might also be made if one 
considers the rapturous excitement and small exuberant jig performed when I 
held up for inspection the ‘bumper’ sticker book that I had just purchased for 
her with my token. It is based on the movie ‘How to Train your Dragon’, my 
sister being passionate about the dragon in question since his nature is 
uncannily reminiscent of her late, much-lamented feline, Cobweb. 

At the time, I smiled at the great pleasure occasioned by a media knock-off 
activity book in one equally moved to unbounded joy by the acquisition, long 
since, of Anchitel Grey’s ‘Debates of the House of Commons 1667-1694’ Vol II 
(1763 edition). This wide-ranging, eclectic taste is readily apparent when one 
browses among her book-shelves and considers how they are arranged.  

My own books, as befits an ex-library assistant, tend to reflect the Dewey 
decimal system and a strong desire to shepherd authors into their individual 
pens. My sister, by contrast, follows a perversely logical pattern of association 
uniquely her own. Thus ‘Varney the Vampyre’ attends ‘The Fall of 
Constantinople’ (Christmas favourites) while the ‘Heracles’ of Euripides is to be 
found rubbing shoulders with Xena, the Warrior Princess. One finds that the 
many volumes devoted to the life and works of Oscar Wilde include ‘The Secret 
Garden’, ‘The Wind in the Willows’ and E Nesbit’s Bastables, presumably on 
the basis that he would feel at home in any of them’. 

As with books, so with DVD’s. I note the movie ‘Wilde’ sits between ‘Raffles’ 
and ‘Peter Pan’, while ‘Ripper Street’ and ‘Whitechapel’ are cheek by jowl with 
‘Kind Hearts and Coronets’. If one rates Peter Pan a pirate they could all have 
ended up at Bow Street together. I think I follow why ‘To Kill a Mocking Bird’ 
would be a stable mate of ‘Fried Green Tomatoes at the Whistle Stop Café’, but 
why are they sandwiching the ‘True Blood’ series?  

Mind you, my own alphabetical method would also seem to work along these 
lines. As my sister points out, ‘Tangled’ and ‘Tenco’ are both concerned with 
incarcerated females and Cocteau and the Clangers may well be regarded as 
deep works of art, although not in one’s first language. Can anyone proffer any  
 



Y Llychau 

- 15 - 

thoughts on Monteverdi’s ‘Madrigali Erotici and Spirituali’ and ‘Monty Sthon’s 
Flyrng Circus’, whether they are juxtaposed because their unconscious and 
transcendental themes call to one another across the known universe or simply 
because neither of us is partial to Monty Don’s gardening exploits? 

S Shawe 
 

 

THE BUILT-IN ORDERLY ORGANIZED KNOWLEDGE DEVICE 

It’s a revolutionary breakthrough in technology: no wires, no electric circuits, no 
batteries, nothing to be connected or switched on. It’s so easy to use even a 
child can operate it. Just lift its cover. Compact and portable, it can be used 
anywhere – even sitting in an armchair by the fire – yet it is powerful enough to 
hold as much information as a CD-ROM. 

Here’s how it works: it is constructed of sequentially numbered sheets of paper 
(recyclable), each capable of holding thousands of bits of information. These 
sheets (referred to as pages by the producers) are locked together with a 
custom-fit device called a binder which keeps the sheets in their correct 
sequence. By using both sides of each sheet, manufacturers are able to cut 
production costs in half. 

The user scans each sheet optically, registering information directly into their 
brain. A flick of the finger takes them to the next sheet. The device may be 
taken up at any time and used by merely opening it. The “browse” feature 
allows users to move instantly to any sheet, and move forward and backward 
as they wish. Most come with an “index” feature, which pinpoints the exact 
location of any selected information for instant retrieval. 

In searching for a name for their new contrivance, the manufacturers came up 
with the “Built-in Orderly Organized Knowledge” device, or BOOK for short. 

An optional “BOOKmark” accessory allows users to open the BOOK at the 
exact place they left it in a previous session – even if the BOOK had been 
closed. BOOKmarks conform to universal design standards; thus a single 
BOOKmark can be used in BOOKs produced by various manufacturers. 

Portable, durable and affordable, the BOOK is the entertainment wave of the 
future, particularly as many new titles are expected soon. This is due to the 
surge in popularity of its basic programming tool, the “Portable Erasable 
Notional Cryptic Intercommunication Language Stylus”. All that’s needed is a 
name for that now! 
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TALLEY SCHOOL 

Congratulations to Cora Hollins and 
Ellie Lyng Murray from Talley 
School for taking part in the county 
Proms in the Ffwrnes theatre in 
Llanelli. The two gained a lot of 
experience in the concert and also 
in the practise days. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations 
also to Ellie, a year 
5 pupil in Talley 
School, for winning 
an achievement 
award with Teigrod 
Tywi Hockey Club. 
Well done Ellie. 
 

 

YSGOL TALYLLYCHAU 

Llongyfarchiadau mawr i Cora 
Hollins ag Ellie Lyng Murray o Ysgol 
Dalyllychau am gymeryd rhan yn 
noswaith Y Proms yn Theatr Y 
Ffwrnes Llanelli. Cafodd y ddwy 
brofiad ardderchog wrth fynychur 
cyngerdd ar diwrnodau hyfforddi. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Llongyfarchiadau mawr i Ellie 
disgybl blwyddyn 5 yn Ysgol 
Talyllychau ar ennil gwobr am y 
chwaraewr mwyaf addawol gyda 
Clwb Hoci Teigrod Tywi. Da iawn ti 
Ellie. 
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LEAVING SCHOOL 

Some pupils who left in the summer have written about their time at Talley 
School. 

Callum Taylor wrote 

I came to Talley School in 2008, I have been here for four years and I have 
enjoyed my time here. This is my fourth school and I have enjoyed it a lot. My 
best friends are Ash, Sam, David, Rory and his little brother Jake. We had a 
new head teacher called Mrs Howells, she is really nice. So far we have had 
lots of school trips, London, Pendine, Folly farm, and so many others. Mrs 
Howells is good at teaching us maths. My favourite subjects are P.E., English, 
Art, D & T and Science. Our school uniform is green. When I go to Ysgol Bro 
Dinefwr I will miss my other teachers, Miss Walker and Mrs Roberts. I am 
looking forward to all the new lessons and all the new experiences. I am now 11 
years old and I hope to visit Talley School in the future. 

I would like to wish Good Luck to Talley School. 

Thanks.  

 

Dharma Schuur wrote 

I have been in Talley School for six years and have enjoyed my time here. The 
best thing about coming to Talley School is seeing my friends. I am going to 
miss having lunch at school because I love Sheila’s dinners. I have been on 
many school trips, London, Folly Farm, Pendine, the cinema and many more. I 
went to London and I went on the London Eye which was exciting. I will miss 
my friends from Talley School. I am going to miss all the teachers, there are six 
members of staff who teach us in the school and I will miss them all. My 
favourite subjects are Art and Design and Technology. Every year at Christmas, 
Talley School do a play and everybody gets to act in it, last year I was a Goblin, 
I always enjoy doing Christmas Plays. I am going to miss Talley School. 

Rydwyf wedi bod yn Ysgol Talyllychau ers chwech mlynnedd. Y peth gorau am 
yr ysgol ydy fy ffrindiau. Maer cinio yn yr ysgol yn lysh, ac fe welaf eisiau Mrs 
Speke. Rydwyf wedi bod ar lawer o dripiau gyda’r ysgol i Llundain, Fferm Foli, 
Pentywyn a Llangrannog. Buon ni ar Y London Eye, ac reodd en cynhyrfus 
iawn. Rydwyf yn mynd i weld eisiau’r athrawon i gyd. Fy hoff bwnciau ydy Celf 
a technoleg a gwybodaeth. Pob blwyddyn ni’n cynnal sioe Nadolig, mae pob 
plenty yn cael cymryd rhan. Rydwyf i yn mynd i weld eisiau Ysgol Talyllychau. 
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David Grant wrote 

I have been in Talley School since I was six. I will really miss the school but I 
am looking forward to going up to Bro Dinefwr. I will miss Mrs Speke’s cooking 
and Mrs Howells teaching us. My favourite subject is science. I can remember 
one year we were at school and it started to snow heavily and we had to go 
home at lunch time due to the snow. 

 

Sam Povey wrote 

I have been in Talley School for two years. My best friends are David, Ash and 
Cora. Jake Saunders left for Bro Dinefwr last year and he used to be one of our 
best friends. My favourite subject is English. I have guitar lessons at school with 
Ash’s Dad. I’m looking forward to be moving up to Bro Dinefwr, but I’m going to 
miss Talley School. I’m looking forward to the after school clubs in Bro Dinefwr 
especially surfing. I have been to Llangrannog and London with Talley School. 

 

MICHAELMAS 

Michaelmas Day, perhaps more formally known as the Feast of St Michael the 
Archangel, was once one of the most important days of the year. Although not 
quite so highly regarded as Christmas Day or Easter Sunday, it ranked 
alongside Shrove Tuesday, Rogation Sunday and others of similar status. 
Falling on 29th September, Michaelmas differs from most of the other saints’ 
days in that it honours a spirit and not a human being. This St Michael is 
mentioned in the Bible on several occasions where he and his band of angels 
fight the dragon, which symbolises the eternal fight of good versus evil. Highly 
popular in the middle ages, he was depicted in art as a winged and handsome 
young man clad either in white garments or in armour and carrying either a 
lance or a shield. He is the patron saint of knights and grocers. Regarded as 
the leader of all the angels, it is this St Michael who will sound the trumpet to 
command the dead to arise on the Last Day. 

St Michael was given his own feast day by Pope Gelasius in AD 487 and 
afterwards several apparitions of Michael were reported from around the world. 
One was on St Michael’s Mount in Mount’s Bay near Land’s End. All the 
apparitions were on the tops of hills where chapels were later built to his 
honour. The chapel on the top of St Michael’s Mount off the Cornish coast 
contains an old beacon turret where, so the legend says, newly married couples 
should sit – and the first to actually sit down will then gain supremacy in the 
marital home!  
 



Y Llychau 

- 19 - 

 
In England before the Reformation, as in churches throughout the world, mass 
was said on this day in honour of St Michael, hence the original name Michael 
Mass Day, but in rural England, there were other events and celebrations. 
Some of these were in the form of fairs or livestock sales (particularly geese), 
often with the hiring of workers occurring at the same time. Michaelmas Fairs 
are still common in many parts of the UK today. In some areas, Michaelmas 
Day is known as Goose Day. The association with geese arises because 
Queen Elizabeth I was eating goose on this day when she received news of the 
defeat of the Spanish Armada; at the celebratory meal which followed the 
victory, goose was eaten and thus it became customary to eat goose on 
Michaelmas Day. This goose feast continued for centuries afterwards, even if 
the original reason had been forgotten. Indeed, lots of landlords used to hold 
goose feasts for their tenants on this day because Michaelmas Day was one of 
the quarter days when rents were due. 

Among the other curious customs of Michaelmas Day, three were associated 
with wild fruit. Rose hips were picked in some parts of Yorkshire and made into 
a sweet drink – the day therefore became known as Hipping Day.  

Another custom was to pick hazel nuts and so it became known also as Nut 
Crack Day. In fact some rural churches began to celebrate Nut Crack Day on 
the previous evening by cracking nuts inside the churches, but the reason for 
this remains very obscure.  

Perhaps the best known links with wild fruit and Michaelmas, however, is the 
popular custom which suggests that Michaelmas Day is the last day upon which 
brambles are worth picking. Lots of country folk even now steadfastly refuse to 
collect blackberries after Michaelmas Day. By ancient tradition, it is the day 
upon which the devil puts his foot on brambles, or as they say in some areas, 
spits on them – or worse!  

The reason for this belief has ancient origins – it was said that the devil was 
kicked out of heaven on St Michael’s Feast Day, but as he fell from the skies, 
he landed in a bramble bush! He cursed the fruit of that prickly plant, scorching 
them with his fiery breath, stamping on them, spitting on them and generally 
making them unsuitable for human consumption.  

There is no doubt brambles are past their best by 29th September, but it is not 
due to the devil. The culprit is a small insect called a fleshfly which turns the 
flesh of blackberries to pulp so that it can digest it. 

Roger Pike 
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LIFE BEYOND EUROPE 

Part 3 

In part 2 I told of my arrival in Kenya in the summer of 1984. I stayed on the 
north Kenyan coast in the beach bungalow of my friends, Beryl and Martin. This 
part concludes my journey beyond Europe. 

 

Cossam is the mosai (chief of staff) at Beryl’s bungalow. He works as the cook 
and lives in a hut built of blocks in the garden. His wife and twelve children live 
on the other side of the country near Lake Victoria. Cossam sends all of his 
wages (£30 per month) to her, but it is still less than she needs to feed her 
family. He travels home twice a year. Cossam lives on left-over food from the 
kitchen and one day he asked me to take him to the hospital as he was 
suffering from a blocked urethra. On arrival at the hospital, I was mobbed by 
patients’ relatives who pleaded with me to help them, thinking I must be a 
doctor because I am white. I had to disappoint them. Cossam refused to stay at 
the hospital because he was unwilling to share a bed. Recycled bottles and jars 
were sold on stalls outside for patients’ samples. Cossam had to bring his own 
notebook for the medic to write his records in. He was sent home with a 
catheter. He had consulted the witchdoctor first but without success. 

He is a devout Christian and an elder in his church, where they play drums. 
They enjoy clapping and singing and parading around the villages with their 
banners. He was educated at a mission school. His two acre holding back 
home had had no rain for a year, so there was no food. He used to keep a cow 
for breeding as a cow is the bride price for his sons’ prospective wives, but now 
he has no cattle so his sons, with no prospect of land or a wife, are drifting to 
Nairobi; some never to be seen again. 

On one occasion we took three Giriama – Rajab, Charo and Bonifast, who all 
worked for Beryl – on a safari (the Swahili word for journey) to Nairobi. They 
had never left the coast before and as we climbed onto the east African plain at 
5,000 feet the climate changes to a crisper, fresher feel as opposed to the 
steamy heat on the coast. We saw many elephants, zebra, gazelle and 
baboons along the roadside and as night fell our companions felt cold for the 
first time in their lives. They thought they must be taken ill. They put on warm 
clothing, having never worn more than a tee-shirt and shorts before. Staying in 
a modern house was also a revelation after being brought up in a mud hut. On 
our return we travelled by train, which was something they could not 
themselves afford. 
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Rajab, Charo and Bonifast show me a coffee bush on the road to Nairobi 

Later I took a trip north up the coast road to Lamu Island, near the border with 
Somalia – a two day journey by bus on dirt roads. On the second day the bus 
was boarded by armed guards as Somali bandits were active in the area. Lamu 
Island is an Arab Swahili community with its own distinctive Islamic Culture. 
Grand houses with ornate carved wooden doors and windows line the narrow 
streets. There are no cars on the island and transport is by pack donkeys or, 
around the coast, by dhows, the sailing boats of Arabia. One remarkable thing I 
was told was that a donkey polo team, with camels as moveable goal posts, 
were training in preparation for the Mombasa Show. 

Before I left Africa I travelled south to Tanzania to climb Mt Kilimanjaro. In no 
mans land beyond the Kenyan border I met a large troop of baboons as I 
walked along a remote track. Being far from assistance, I decided that turning 
back was not an option, so I picked up a stout stick and strode purposely 
forward praying that the baboons, which were very large with sharp looking 
teeth, would back off. Luckily they did. 
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It took three days to climb the mountain with a guide and porters. During that 
time we travelled through climatic zones from tropical to arctic, ranging from 
banana and coffee plantations through thick jungle to ferns and pine forest – 
similar to Wales. Beyond, the landscape turned from tundra and desert to arctic 
conditions on the plateau leading to the summit.  

I had anticipated the difficult conditions on the mountain, but two weeks 
abstaining from tobacco proved to be insufficient preparation for high altitude 
and at just over 18,000 feet I could go no further. However, the view over the 
African plain at sunrise was spectacular. 

I returned to Kenya through the Masai Mara in a shared taxi (actually a pick-up 
truck) in the company of a number of Masai tribesmen. They wore ochre 
coloured cloaks and carried ebony clubs and ancient shotguns. They are a 
proud people and did not dain to communicate with me. Every few miles 
passengers would leave the vehicle and disappear between thorn bushes with 
no settlement in sight. 

My time in East Africa was coming to an end as I was soon to fly to Bombay 
(now called Mumbai) with Air India. I had left Wales, travelled across Europe, 
sailed from Greece to Egypt and then via Ethiopia to the Kenyan coast. I had 
been away from home for over six months and Wales seemed a very long way 
off.  

With the Giriama people I had experienced small scale farming and fishing and 
the self building of homes and boats, all done with hand tools and traditional 
skills. What is now known fashionably in the West as “permaculture” 
(environmentally sustainable) comes naturally to the Giriama. I had learned a 
lot about sustainable systems of production, but had the Giriama not been 
dispossessed of their tribal lands in favour of plantation crops of sisal, sugar, 
cashews and mangos for export, they would be a more prosperous people.  

However, I met some remarkable characters and witnessed a rich and 
fascinating culture. 

Francis Quirk 
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LOCAL MINISTRY AREAS 

Plans are currently being formulated in the Diocese of St Davids to change the 
organisational structure of parishes, benefices, deaneries and archdeaconries. 
In 2013, the Diocesan Conference endorsed the introduction of Local Ministry 
Areas to provide mission and ministry for the present and into the future. Its 
vision is for a church which is vibrant and growing.  

It recognised that paid clergy will decline in number over the coming years and 
simply amalgamating parishes into ever larger benefices is more likely to 
contribute to decline rather than to fulfil its vision for growth. Diocesan 
Conference saw Local Ministry Areas as the best available way to bring about 
new life for our churches. 

The reasons for changing the present pattern include the needs of mission as 
well as overcoming the present practical difficulties and financial challenges. 
With fewer paid, ordained clergy coming into ministry than those who will be 
retiring in the next few years, to continue with ministry based on one paid Vicar 
in a group of parishes will mean that the groups of parishes will just get larger 
until they are well beyond the capacity of one person to serve effectively. This 
will build inevitable decline into the system. 

Financially, since 90% of the Ministry Share paid by each parish currently goes 
to support the clergy, the only way to reduce this is to reduce the number of 
clergy. Fewer clergy cannot be stretched to do the same work that they are 
doing now. In terms of mission, the Diocese has not only been using the 
resources of its paid clergy but also the gifts of lay people in the most effective 
way.  

Even if there were enough potential ordained people to place a Vicar in every 
parish, and even if there was sufficient money coming in to make that possible, 
it would still be right to develop the gifts and ministries of lay people. Local 
Ministry Areas will achieve this. 

A Local Ministry Area will be a group of parishes in which every one has agreed 
to co-operate with each other for mission and ministry. Each Area will be served 
by a Focal Minister in each church, who will provide day-to-day ministry in that 
particular church, and all the Focal Ministers will be overseen as a group by 
stipendiary (paid) ordained clergy.  

Research proves that churches grow and flourish best when they have 
someone who leads them regularly in worship, and who has a care for the 
effectiveness and wellbeing of the local church and community. This key person  
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might be ordained or might not and might be stipendiary or might not. This key 
person will be the Focal Minister, and therefore an essential member of the 
Local Ministry Area team. 

The Focal Minister will be someone to whom a congregation naturally looks for 
leadership, ideally someone already within that congregation whose gifts have 
been recognised by the people, but equally possibly it might be someone from 
elsewhere who can serve that church. The Focal Minister will lead worship and 
contribute to most of the main church services and other church events in the 
parish.  

Their role will be to enable and lead the ministry of all the people of the church, 
energising them for mission and pastoral ministry from a position at the heart of 
the church community. Together with the other Focal Ministers within the Local 
Ministry Area, they will form the Local Ministry Area Team and under the 
oversight of the Team Leader, they will receive support, training and 
encouragement. 

There will still be paid ordained clergy, and the diocesan strategy envisages a 
number of around 70 (about 25 fewer than the current staffing level). Each 
Local Ministry Area will ideally have at least two paid clergy; one of these will 
act as the Team Leader. Each of them will also serve as a Focal Minister to at 
least one congregation, but much of their ministry will be the oversight and care 
of the other Focal Ministers and of the work of the Local Ministry Area as a 
whole. This is quite a change from the kind of tasks most clergy are used to, 
and will call for some adjustment on their part. 

Strategically, the Bishop’s Staff has taken a view on the number of paid clergy 
the Diocese can expect to maintain and on the overall number of Local Ministry 
Areas the Diocese needs – both mission and financial considerations point to 
around 35 Local Ministry Areas. Archdeacons, consulting with Area Deans, 
Deanery Conferences and Clergy Chapters, are attempting to identify where 
natural groupings of parishes might be to create these 35 Areas.  

At the same time the important task of identifying Focal Ministers needs to go 
on. It is on these people that the future life and success of the Local Ministry 
Area will depend. 

When all concerned have identified the most natural shape of a Local Ministry 
Area, existing PCCs within that Area will be asked to discuss entering the Local 
Ministry Area and to agree to a Compact Agreement by which they will formally 
become part of their Local Ministry Area. Following that decision from all the 
participating parishes, the Archdeacon and Area Dean will help the parishes to 
set up their Ministry Team, to identify their Focal Ministers, initiate any required  
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training and generally evaluate the life of the new Area at a local level. 

Each parish will retain its identity and integrity, being responsible for its own life. 
With its Focal Minister it can decide what is the best pattern of worship (service 
times and so on), and how it can best reach out to its community.  

The Local Ministry Area is intended to free individual churches for service, not 
to bind them into administrative units which stifle their individuality and initiative. 

All parishes will remain under the authority of the Bishop. Focal Ministers will be 
licensed or authorised by him. The Bishop’s oversight of each parish will be 
exercised day-to-day by the Team Leader of the Local Ministry Area. He or she 
will convene meetings of the Ministry Area Team, will ensure Focal Ministers 
are adequately trained and resourced and will oversee such things as record-
keeping and other administrative matters.  

In most cases the Team Leader will be joined by a second paid cleric, who will 
also serve as a Focal Minister, and take other responsibilities in the Ministry 
Area depending on their gifts.  

Local Ministry Areas will be grouped into Deaneries, as parishes are now. The 
intention is that there will be nine Deaneries, three in each existing 
Archdeaconry.  

To the greatest extent possible, decisions about church life will be made by the 
Local Ministry Area. Responsibilities for such things as identifying possible 
church plant, or considering possible church closures will lie with the Local 
Ministry Area.  

In order to fulfil this kind of task, the Local Ministry Area will need an agreed 
and written framework for its life and work. They will also require some paid 
administrative assistance. 

The establishment of Local Ministry Areas will be the biggest organisational 
change in the structure of the Diocese of St Davids for decades, but the 
Diocesan Conference firmly believes that it is a positive way forward and will 
provide effective mission and ministry in the future. 

Roger Pike 
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MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT 
THE WORLD’S BIGGEST COFFEE MORNING 

On Tuesday 7th October, the monthly Coffee Morning in St Michael’s Church 
Hall will again be given over to Macmillan Cancer Support. Over £300 was 
raised last year; let’s see if we can’t beat that this year. There will be tea, 
coffee, cakes and biscuits available and everyone is welcome to come and join 
us. 

In 2013, £20million was raised by all the coffee mornings held around the 
country. 

• £25 pays for a Macmillan nurse to support a family affected by cancer 
for one hour. 

• £61 pays for 4 hours of a Macmillan Benefits Adviser’s time to help 
someone struggling with the costs of cancer. 

• £138 pays for 3 hours of confidential support and information for 
anyone with questions or concerns about cancer. 

• £181 could pay for a Macmillan social worker or family support worker 
for one day, helping people manage the social and practical problems 
of living with cancer. 

• £278 could keep a Macmillan Information & Support Centre stocked for 
a month with all the resources it needs to support people affected by 
cancer. 

• £370 could pay for the hire of a room for a year so a self-help and 
support group could hold regular meetings. 

 
Angie Hastilow 
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PERENNIAL PLANTS 

For various reasons, great interest 
has been shown in perennial plants 
recently. The main reason is that it 
is not necessary to plant them 
annually; another reason is that they 
afford colour in leaves and flowers 
throughout the year. One does not 
have to be a keen gardener to grow 
perennials as they require minimum 
maintenance.  

The term “perennial” refers to 
flowers that grow for at least two 
years, e.g. daylilies, hostas and 
peonies. A tree may be referred to 
as being a perennial as it grows for 
many years. As perennial plants are 
left in the ground, their roots spread 
in time and encroach on other plants 
and for this reason, they are ideal 
for providing ground cover. 

The planting position should be 
chosen carefully and fairly light soil 
chosen without too much clay 
incorporated. On average, six hours 
of sunshine is required, therefore,  
a southern aspect is essential. A 
certain amount of water is needed 
during spring and summer ensuring 
that the soil is not too wet especially 
during the autumn and winter 
months. In order to avoid root rot, 
planting in a raised bed is advised 
and with a substantial amount of 
organic matter and peat added. A 
pH test of the soil should be taken 
before preparing it for planting and a 
reading of 6.5 to 7.00 is advised.  

 

PLANHIGION BYTHOL 

Yn ystod y blynyddoedd diwethaf, 
mae cryn ddiddordeb wedi cael ei 
ddangos yn y planhigion bythol am 
amryw o resymau. Y rheswm mwyaf 
yw, nid oes eisiau plannu planhigion 
yn flynyddol, rheswm arall yw bod y 
planhigion yma yn rhoddi patrwm 
lliw ar ddail neu flodau trwy gydol y 
flwyddyn. Nid oes eisiau un i fod yn 
arddwr brwd i dyfu’r planhigion 
bythol, gan nad oes eisiau fawr ddim 
o gynnal a chadw arnynt. Ystyr y 
term “perennial”, yw blodyn sy’n tyfu 
am o leiaf ddwy flynedd, e.e. 
“daylilies”, “hosta” a “peonies”. Gall 
y goeden gyffredin gael ei galw yn 
blanhigyn bythol, gan ei bod yn tyfu 
am lawer o flynyddoedd. Gan fod y 
“perennial” yn cael ei adael yn y 
ddaear, gydag amser mae’r 
gwreiddiau yn ymledu, ac o 
ganlyniad yn taenu yn weddol agos i 
blanhigion eraill, a dyna’r rheswm 
fod y planhigion yn ddewis rhagorol 
i’w tyfu fel “ground cover”.  

Dylid dewis llecyn plannu yn ofalus, 
yn ddelfrydol dylai’r pridd fod yn 
weddol ysgafn, a ddim yn rhy gleiog. 
Ar gyfartaledd mae eisiau o leiaf 
chwe awr o haul,felly mae plannu 
mewn agwedd ddeheuol yn holl 
bwysig. Dylid sicrhau fod yna 
ychydig o wlybaniaeth, yn enwedig 
yn ystod tymor y gwanwyn a’r haf, 
serch hynny ddim yn rhy wlyb, yn 
enwedig yn ystod tymor yr hydref a’r 
gaeaf. Os am osgoi y perygl i’r 
gwreiddiau beidio â phydru yn gyfan 
gwbl, dylid defnyddio dull o blannu 
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In order to ensure flowering 
throughout the year, plants such as 
Columbines should be chosen for 
the spring, Peonies for early 
summer, Delphiniums for late 
summer, Susans for autumn 
flowering and a Hellebore in winter. 

Perennials need a certain amount of 
time to acclimatise after planting, so 
do not be disappointed if the yields 
are sparse during the first and 
second years.  

Plants may be bought in nurseries 
or by ordering from catalogues 
which specialise in perennials. 
Plants should be checked for 
evidence of disease or nutrient 
deficiency and the roots should be 
checked carefully when buying 
container grown plants. Plants with 
dark roots should be avoided or 
ones in the form of split roots or 
those that have dried out. Generally, 
the plants should have fresh young 
growth.  

About 100g of “Growmore” or any 
good quality slow release nutrient 
should be applied on the surface 
before planting. Container grown 
plants may be planted throughout 
the year, but spring is the most 
favourable time. If the plant has 
been started in a greenhouse, then 
planting outside should be delayed 
until the danger of hoar frost has 
passed. If you decide to plant in the 
autumn then the roots should have 
assistance to enable them to settle  
 

fel “raised bed”, gan ychwanegu 
digon o fater “organig” a mawn. 
Dylid cymryd prawf pH o’r pridd cyn 
paratoi plannu ac anelu at 
ddarlleniad o 6.5 i 7.00. 

Er mwyn sicrhau i’r blodau flodeuo 
drwy’r flwyddyn dylid dewis fel 
esiampl “Columbines” yn y 
gwanwyn, “Peonies” yn yr haf 
cynnar, “Delphiniums” yn yr haf, 
“Susans” yn yr hydref a “Hellebore” 
yn y gaeaf. Mae’r “perennial” yn 
mofyn ychydig o amser i sefydlu ar 
ol plannu, felly peidiwch â chael 
eich siomi os bychain fydd cnydau’r 
blodau y flwyddyn neu ddwy gyntaf. 

Gellir prynu planhigion, o’r 
meithrinfeydd, neu archebu drwy 
gatalogau sydd yn arbenigo mewn 
“perennials”. Dylid sicrhau nad 
ydynt yn dangos unrhyw arwydd o 
glefyd, neu faeth prin (“nutrient 
deficiency”), hefyd archwilio’r 
gwreiddiau yn fanwl,os dewiswch i 
brynu planhigion “container grown”. 
Dylid osgoi’r planhigion sydd yn 
dangos gwreiddiau tywyll, un sydd 
wedi cymryd ffurf torch, neu y rhai 
sydd wedi sychu allan. Fel rheol 
dylai’r gwreiddyn ddangos blagur 
ifanc iachus yn tyfu allan ohono. 
Cyn dechrau plannu dylid taenu tua 
100 gram am bob medr sgwar o 
“Growmore” neu unrhyw wrtaith 
“slow release” o safon dros yr 
wyneb. Gellir plannu planhigion 
“container grown” drwy gydol y 
flwyddyn, ond y gwanwyn fyddai’r 
amser mwyaf delfrydol i blannu. Os 
bydd y planhigyn wedi cael ei 
ddechrau mewn tŷ gwydr, yna dylid  
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before the winter.  

“Bare root” plants should be planted 
as soon as possible after buying 
them so that the roots do not dry 
out. The roots should be spread out 
carefully and any damage during 
planting should be avoided. After 
planting, the soil should be firmed 
carefully around the plant. Ideally 
you should plant to a depth of about 
15 to 25cms. After planting, water 
well once a week to make sure that 
the roots are given every opportunity 
to develop sufficiently and to avoid 
the danger of disease later on. 

Additional plants may be grown by 
taking cuttings in the autumn and 
spring by using heated tables, a 
glasshouse and a cold frame. 
Ideally, cuttings can be taken using 
the stem, the leaf or a part of the 
root, especially if the plant is of the 
rhizome type. This system makes 
taking perennial cuttings a long 
drawn out process as they take 
about six months usually to take 
root. The plant will usually flower in 
about two year’s time. 

Hywel Jones 

(Kindly translated by Janet James) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

gohirio’r plannu allan nes bod y 
perygl o lwydrew wedi llwyr 
ddiflannu. Os dewiswch blannu yn 
nhymor yr hydref, yna mae’n 
fantais,i’r gwreiddiau gael ychydig o 
hwb i sefydlu cyn y gaeaf. Dylid 
plannu’r planhigion “bare root” yn 
weddol fuan ar ôl eu prynu, a 
gwneud yn sicr nad yw’r gwreiddiau 
wedi cael amser i sychu allan. Dylid 
taenu’r gwreiddiau allan yn ofalus, a 
pheidio ag achosi unrhyw ddifrod yn 
y broses o blannu. Ar ôl gorffen 
plannu, dylid gwasgu’r pridd 
oddeutu’r planhigyn yn ofalus. Yn 
ddelfrydol dylid plannu mewn 
dyfnder rhwng 15 a 25 cm. Ar ôl 
gorffen plannu, mae’n holl bwysig 
dyfrhau yn dda, unwaith yr wythnos; 
mae’r dull yma yn rhoddi gwell 
chwarae teg i’r gwreiddiau i dyfu’n 
ddwfn, ac felly osgoi y perygl o 
glefydau i’r planhigion yn 
ddiweddarach . 

Gellir ychwanegu at y stoc trwy 
wneud toriadau yn yr hydref a’r 

gwanwyn. Ι wneud hyn, dylid 
defnyddio cyfleusterau fel bwrdd 
gwresogi, tŷ gwydr a ffrâm oer. Yn 
ddelfrydol gellir cymryd toriadau gan 
ddefnyddio’r goes, hefyd mae’n 
bosib defnyddio’r ddeilen, neu hyd 
yn oed tamaid o wreiddyn,  
yn enwedig os yw yn blanhigyn 
“rhizome”. Mae’r broses o gymryd 
toriadau “perennials” yn un hir, ac 
yn cymryd rhyw chwe mis ar 
gyfartaledd i wreiddio. Gellir disgwyl 
i’r planhigyn ddangos blodyn ymhen 
tua dwy flynedd.  

Hywel Jones  
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TALLEY OPEN GARDENS DAY 

Unlike recent months, the first half of June was blessed with warm, sunny days. 
Fortunately this dry weather was still present on the second Saturday of the 
month when the annual Talley Open Gardens day was to take place. For weeks 
before this prestigious event, the relative peace and tranquillity of the area was 
disturbed by the sound of lawn mowers, hedge clippers and concerned 
gardeners as frantic preparations were undertaken by put in order those 
gardens that would be open to visitors. 

Local nurseries and garden centres had stocked up with extra plants, compost 
and other garden essentials in anticipation of the expected increase in sales as 
local garden owners busied themselves in efforts to present their own grounds 
in the best possible light. Although the event is not intended to be a competition 
to find the best kept garden in the area, many owners harboured the belief that 
it was essential to ensure that their own plot was better kept with a superior 
range of plants than their neighbour’s. This enthusiasm for horticultural 
perfection, while no doubt appreciated by local traders whose profit margins 
were substantially increased, was not really necessary. On the whole, the 
standard of our local gardens is excellent. 

The day itself dawned bright and clear. Signs were erected outside every open 
garden to encourage people to enter to enjoy the delights on offer, tables of 
plants for sale were positioned in some gardens, refreshments were prepared 
for the visitors and garden owners readied themselves for the hoped-for 
invasion of garden aficionados. Talley Open Gardens day is intended to be 
more of a social event than anything else and this year it proved to be so. 
Almost everyone who visited a garden spent time chatting with other visitors or 
with the garden owner, sometimes even on garden related topics.  
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Although only ten gardens participated in the event this year, they showed what 
a large range of gardening skills exist locally. There was a wide variety of 
garden styles available for inspection. Visitors marvelled at the luxuriant plant 
growth that had been obtained on steep inclines, at the shear number of 
different flowers that could be grown in a small garden, at the varied array of 
horticultural expertise shown by so many local residents and at the number of 
ways in which imaginative use had been made of the often uneven and sloping 
terrain.  

 

The properties made available to visitors this year ranged from large areas of 
ground to petite plots; from mature, established gardens to those still under 
development; from the classical cottage garden style to the more formal 
herbaceous borders; and the contents were just as varied, ranging from 
colourful annual flowers and vibrant perennials, through shrubs and bushes to 
fruit trees and vegetables. While no two gardens were identical in style or  
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design, they all exhibited a common theme – evidence of the owner’s passion 
for gardening to create their own special piece of “Heaven on Earth”. 

The welcome fine weather encouraged far more visitors that expected from 
outside the village to undertake the journey to see what Talley had to offer in 
the way of horticultural delights. Hopefully, they were not too disappointed.  

Since the first Talley Open Gardens day in 2010 it has become an accepted 
part of the life of the area. Originally envisaged as a one-off event for a few 
keen gardeners to visit each others gardens and share the occasion with local 
residents, it has evolved into a very pleasant social experience, attracting 
visitors from outside the area and involving new people each year. In fact, the 
gardens open this year were quite widely spread, ranging from one about 1½ 
miles north of Talley Abby to another almost 2 miles south of Cwmdu.  

Very few visitors managed to visit every garden that was open in the six and a 
half hours allocated – so varied were the designs and so vast was the range of 
plants and other garden contents – but, to judge by the comments received 
during the day and in subsequent telephone conversations, many of them 
claimed to have thoroughly enjoyed the experience. 

The day’s activity concluded with a short session in the Church Hall, during 
which some residents who had opened their gardens enjoyed a few glasses of 
wine while they discussed their experiences of the day. Although intended 
primarily as a social event, ticket sales and the takings from the refreshments 
resulted in an overall profit in excess of £200. The money will be split between 
the Talley Community Amenity Association and St Michael’s church. 

I would like to put on record my genuine gratitude to all who supported this 
venture, particularly those who agreed to open their garden for the first time.  

If you were not able to participate in this year’s Open Garden Day – either as a 
visitor or as someone who opened their garden – or if you did support the event 
and enjoyed the experience, the whole thing will be repeated next year on the 
second Saturday in June. Why not make a note of the date now? You wouldn’t 
want to just hear about what you missed, when you could have been part of it 
yourself. 

Why not plan to open your garden next year? 

Roger Pike 
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OUR SARA 

Hearty congratulations to Sara 
Roberts, Rhoseinon, Talley, for 
being chosen to be a deputy Head 
Girl at Ysgol Bro Dinefwr for the 
academic year 2014/2015. Sara is a 
past pupil of Talley School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EIN SARA 

Llongyfarchiadau mawr i Sara 
Roberts, Rhoseinon Talyllychau am 
cael ei dewis i fod yn Dirprwy Prif 
ferch yn Ysgol Bro Dinefwr. Mae 
Sara yn gyn ddisgybl o Ysgol 
Talyllychau. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT 

� Just because you’re paranoid it doesn’t mean they’re not out to get you. 

� There are only 10 types of people in the world – those who understand 
binary and those who don’t. 
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ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS, TALLEY 

H A R V E S T 

 

The annual 

HARVEST  SUPPER 

will be at  7.00pm  on  Saturday,  4th  October 

in the Church Hall 

Beef Casserole or Fish Pie 

followed by a selection of deserts 

Tickets are just  £5  each (£3 for children) and are available 
from 

Roger Pike (01558 685741)  or  John Walford (01558 685744) 

 

 

HARVEST  THANKSGIVING  SERVICE 

10.30am  on  Sunday  5th  October 

in Church 

All welcome 
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AN EXPRESSION OF 
GRATITUDE 

Gilda Roberts, Ffald Y Bugail, has 
asked me on her behalf to thank 
family, friends and neighbours for all 
the kindness shown to her during 
and following her recent medical 
indisposition.  

She is particularly grateful for the 
support offered to Jac while she  
was in hospital and is especially 
appreciative of the many floral 
offerings she received after her 
return home. The concern and 
support shown to Gilda by so many 
people has brought her much 
comfort and means a great deal to 
her.  

Although mere words are 
inadequate to express the sincere 
gratitude she feels, Gilda would  
like it known that she is genuinely 
grateful to all concerned and  
has been deeply touched and 
encouraged by the kindness and 
assistance she has received.  

Support has been shown by too 
many to name, but thank you all 
very much. 

Editor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

GAIR O DDIOLCH 

Y mae Gilda Roberts, Ffald y Bugail, 
wedi gofyn i mi ddiolch i’w theulu, ei 
ffrindiau a chymdogion ar ei rhan am 
yr holl garedigrwydd a ddangoswyd 
iddi yn ystod ac ar ôl ei salwch 
diweddar. 

Y mae’n ddiolchgar dros ben am y 
gefnogaeth a gafodd Jac tra oedd hi 
yn yr ysbyty a’r holl roddion o flodau 
a dderbyniodd ar ôl cyrraedd adref.  

Golyga’r gefnogaeth a’r consyrn a 
gafodd gan gynifer o bobl lawer i 
Gilda gan roi iddi gysur yn ogystal. 

Er bod geiriau yn annigonol i 
ddatgan ei diolch, carai Gilda i bawb 
wybod ei bod yn wirioneddol 
ddiolchgar a’i bod wedi cael ei 
chyffwrdd a’i hysbrydoli gan y 
caredigrwydd a’r cymorth a gafodd.  

Cafodd gefnogaeth gan gymaint o 
bobl – yn rhy niferus i’w henwi, ond 
diolch yn fawr i chwi i gyd. 

Editor 

(Kindly translated by Janet James) 
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THE NEWSLETTER 

Y Llychau is published on behalf of the congregation of St Michael & All Angels, 
Talley, for the benefit of all local residents. Although sponsored by the church, 
the newsletter is intended to address the needs of the whole community and 
not just those of the church congregation.  

If you would like to contribute an article for inclusion in a future edition please 
contact the Editor. Articles can be written in either English or Welsh (we will 
arrange for them to be translated, as appropriate). They need not be literary 
masterpieces and can be on almost any subject, although items relating to 
either Talley or Cwmdu are preferred. 

 
Roger Pike 
Newsletter “Editor” 
Bryn Heulog, Talley, Llandeilo, SA19 7YH 
Tel:  01558 685741 
e-mail:   rbpike@btinternet.com. 

 

 

 

 

THE NEXT ISSUE 

Intended Publication Date – Saturday 1st November 2014 

Copy Dates  –  Please submit all items for inclusion in the next issue 

                         as soon as possible & BEFORE the dates below 
 

For contributions written in Welsh  

        Monday  22nd  September  2014 (to allow time for translation) 
 

For contributions written in English 

       Monday  29th  September  2014. 

 

 

 


