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THE FRONT PAGE 

The picture on this issue’s front cover is a recent photograph of Talley 
Woodlands. Take a good look at it because very soon it will look a lot different. 
Because of the spread of the disease Phytophthora Ramorum, which destroys 
larch trees and Rhododendron, Natural Resources Wales (formerly the Forestry 
Commission) will be felling all the larch in the woodlands. See John Rees’ article 
on page 8. 

 

 

THE EDITOR WRITES 

Welcome to the 53rd edition of the Talley Newsletter. I hope that you will find it 
of interest. 

I would like to thank those readers who have written pieces for this issue. They 
make far better reading than the articles I would have had to compose myself in 
order to fill the pages. If you have the urge to write something to be included in 
the next issue (due out in September) please do not fight the idea. Your 
contribution will be welcomed with open arms. 

Why not spend the lazy, hazy days of summer writing your masterpiece? Think 
how proud you family will be to see your piece in print. 

As editor of Y Llychau, each year I organise an informal Cheese, Wine & Nibbles 
party in St Michael’s Church Hall in Talley for those people who have supported 
the Newsletter during the past year or so; either by writing something to be 
published, by translating an article so that some Welsh can be included, by 
paying to receive copies by post or in some other way. This year the party will be 
at 2.00pm on Saturday 18th July.  

Invitations have been distributed, but if you feel that you have contributed to our 
success recently but have not received an invitation, please contact me as soon 
as you can. If you intend to come on 18th July but have not responded to your 
invitation, please do so without delay. Your replies are needed simply to give me 
some idea as to how much food I need to prepare. While I try to provide enough 
to satisfy everyone, I do not want vast quantities left over which will then have to 
be thrown away or which I will have to feed on for days afterwards. 

Roger Pike 
Editor 
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COMING TOGETHER 
A JOINT ACT OF WORSHIP FOR CHRISTIAN AID WEEK. 

At a time when religion is seeming to become ever more irrelevant, under attack 
from scientists like Richard Dawkins, arguing with itself over gay marriage and 
women priests and – in the shape of Isis – apparently underpinning terrorism, it 
is good to be reminded that the basic tenet of all the great faiths is that of charity 
and justice to all. 

So, in some ways the annual Christian Aid Service which brings together all  
the various chapels and churches – Esgairnant, Ebenezer, Providence and  
St Michael’s – is the most meaningful of the annual services held in our 
community. This year we were made welcome by the members of Esgairnant. 
However the prayers and passages from the bible were read by members of the 
various denominations together with pupils of Ysgol Talyllychau. It is always 
wonderful to hear and see the young people sing, play and pray. This year Ellie, 
Solwen, Arianne and Rowan played “Dod ar fy mhen” and “Father I place into 
your hands” on the recorders. Saffron, Ioan, Jack and Malati read and prayed. 
They performed wonderfully and caused a moistness in the eye of some gnarled 
old farmers, doubtless remembering the halcyon days of their innocent youth. 

An important part of the service is a video presentation of the work of Christian 
Aid. It is very impressive to see how relatively simple and inexpensive assistance 
can transform lives. This year we were shown how the back-breaking work of the 
women of Ethiopia could be significantly lessened by, for instance, the donation 
of a cow. We, in the country, know well how productive that animal can be by 
providing meat, milk and leather and how a herd can gradually be built up into a 
small business. This was demonstrated in the account of the progress of 
Christian Aids’s work in Africa. (See the article on page 30). 

A powerful and moving sermon in Welsh and English was given by the Reverend 
Roger Thomas of Llanwrda. This was cleverly arranged to precede the collection 
and the hwyl with which it was delivered no doubt contributed to the fact that a 
generous sum of £235 was raised from the congregation. 

The evening closed with tea and biscuits served by the ladies of Esgairnant. Lest 
any reader thinks that a reference to the “ladies” of the chapel providing the 
same is “sexist” then your reporter can only plead that he saw no evidence of 
the gentlemen – who were enthusiastically supping and nibbling – actually 
involved in the process of preparation or distribution. Further research on his part 
can find no evidence that certain prominent members of our community have 
ever actually touched a teapot! 

PM 
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WHAT TO DO IF YOU HAVE A SPARE AFTERNOON AND 

SOME FRIENDS STAYING WHO WOULD LIKE TO SEE A 

LITTLE OF THE LOCAL COUNTRYSIDE, BUT GET CAR-SICK 

‘Everyone’ knows about the Heart of Wales line but few of us use it. Last year’s 
publication of a splendid book ‘Tiny Stations: An Uncommon Odyssey Through 
Britain’s Railway Request Stops’ inspired us to take three grandchildren from the 
metropolitan splendours of Llandeilo to the most remote station on the line – 
Sugar Loaf. With only four trains a day, planning a trip with just enough time at 
the other end – not too much and not too little – is not easy. But Sugar Loaf, 
passed many a time on the road between Llandovery and Builth Wells, seemed 
to fit the bill as an afternoon out. The 14.14 train from Swansea is fine post-lunch 
whether in Talley or Llandeilo; and the return 16.17 train has you back in 
Llandeilo at 16.55 in time for tea or even an exotic tipple from the Ginhaus! 

So we found ourselves standing on Llandeilo station, two adults and three 
children, waiting for the first sighting of the train trundling from Ffairfach, over the 
Towy railway bridge. It is a long straight, so there is plenty of time to build up the 
excitement. The train pulls in, all one coach of it, and one of the train staff 
disappears into a sinister looking cabin for the ceremony of the swapping of the 
tokens which give right of passage to the train holding the token. Boarding the 
train we were pleased to find that it had a few passengers. The conductor seemed 
particularly pleased to discover that we wanted to get off at Sugar Loaf, since this 
is a rare occurrence. Only about 100 passengers a year use the station and it is 
to be assumed that this is really 50 people making two journeys i.e. less than one 
a week. So a party of five added 10% to the total, so the children calculated. Then 
came the big moment – how much? It was £15.05 for the five of us; no railcards 
or the like. This seemed a bargain. 

Off trundled the train, working its way intertwined with the A40 and the Towy, 
towards Llandovery. We passed slowly through stations, just in case anyone 
leaped out to flag down the driver. There was a fire at the dump at Llangadog 
which made for excitement, but the train swept on. Llandovery is of course a 
rather impressive station (particularly when compared to Llandeilo’s bleakness) 
even though massively diminished in its role. Up the valley we climbed passing 
the rather substantial Cynghordy station, unmanned and a request stop only 
though, before passing over the Cynghordy viaduct, looking like something from 
the Road to the Isles line. Then into the 1000 yard tunnel under the Sugar Loaf 
and the hairpin bends of the main road. We knew that we had to go the front of 
the train because the platform is only half the length of the train. The conductor 
announced ‘Sugar Loaf; the next station stop’ and out into the daylight we came.  
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The station is tiny, down in a cutting. 
We had expected the rest of the 
passengers to be craning their necks 
to see who these people were, getting 
off in the middle of nowhere, but they 
minded their own business quite 
sensibly. 

A cheery wave from driver and 
conductor and the train (coach) 
disappeared round the bend on its way 
to Shrewsbury. We climbed up to 
ground level to be confronted by the 
boy racer’s heaven of the A483; timber 
wagons vied with motorbikes, white 
vans and frustrated car drivers to see 
who could go fastest up or down. 
Walking along the road to Sugar Loaf 
itself was plainly inadvisable, as we 
had suspected. However a hundred 
yards up the wide grass verge was a turning which led to a field track; though a 
couple of gates, past a horse who seemed very pleased to see us, and a steady 
climb took us to a viewpoint over the land of bog snorkelling and the smallest 
town in Britain, towards Builth and who knows what on a clear day – it was hazy 
on our visit and encouraged us to return. 

Returning, we could see the boy racers on the other side of the valley, but 
sufficiently far away for the noise to be minimal. Past the friendly horse, who 
accepted a pear with slight suspicion and back down to the station with its very 
smart display of train services. Unfortunately the train was ten minutes late and 
very sneakily became 15 minutes late on the electronic display. But all was 
forgiven as the return train (coach) appeared round the bend. The same cheery 
conductor welcomed us aboard and off through the tunnel we went, over the 
viaduct, and back down the valley. The fire was still burning at Llangadog, but 
soon we were back in Llandeilo. Not far to walk to the car and no parking charges 
of course. An experiment to be repeated and highly commended to anyone with 
an afternoon to spare and perhaps some visitors who would like to see more of 
the glories of this lovely bit of Wales. 

John Rees 
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CARMARTHEN EAST AND DINEFWR CONSTITUENCY 

Following the May General Election, the BBC published several facts about the 
constituency. Some are reproduced below. 

Result 

Candidate 
Party 

Votes % of votes 
Change  

since 2010 

Jonathan Edwards 
Plaid Cymru 

15,140 38.4 % + 2.8 % 

Calum Higgins 
Labour 

9,541 24.2 % - 2.3 % 

Matthew Paul 
Conservative 

8,336 21.2 % - 1.2 % 

Norma Woodward 
UKIP 

4,363 11.1 % + 7.7 % 

Ben Rice 
Green Party 

1,091 2.8 % + 2.8 % 

Sara Lloyd-Williams 
Liberal Democrat 

928 2.4 % - 9.8 % 

 

The Green Party and the Liberal Democrat candidates lost their deposits. 

The turnout was 71%, 2% lower than in 2010, but 8% higher than the UK average 
of just 63%. 

Profile 

Carmarthen East and Dinefwr was created in 1997 from the old Carmarthen 
constituency once represented by Plaid Cymru’s first MP Gwynfor Evans and 
Megan Lloyd George. The seat consists of four valleys: the Teifi and Tywi to the 
north, where agriculture remains a major industry; and the post-industrial 
Gwendraeth and Amman valleys to the south. At the time of the 2011 Census, 
more than half the population said they could speak, read or write Welsh. Plaid 
Cymru have held the seat since 2001. At the last election, Jonathan Edwards 
succeeded the retiring Adam Price (for whom he once worked), holding the seat 
but with a reduced majority. Mr Edwards is a former Carmarthen councillor and 
once held the historical post of town sheriff. 

2011 Census 

Figures from the 2011 Census showed the average age of residents in the 
constituency to be 39 years, exactly the same as the UK average.  

Just 3% of local inhabitants were born outside the UK, compared with 13% for  
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the UK as a whole. 

26% of those aged 16 or over living in the constituency hold a university degree 
(or equivalent). This compares with 27% in the UK. 

The census revealed that while 81% of the UK population described themselves 
as being in good or very good health, the figure for Carmarthen East and Dinefwr 
residents was just 75%. 

2014 Employment Figures 

In 2014 the average weekly wage for those employed in the constituency was 
£541, compared with £518 for the rest of the UK. 

27% of employed persons in our area worked in the Public Service, 1% less than 
the UK average  

The number of unemployed people in the constituency claiming Job Seekers 
Allowance was 2%, the same as the national average. 

Property Prices 

According to figures published in March 2015, the average cost of a property in 
the constituency was £130,000. This compares with £210,000 as the average 
cost of a house elsewhere in the UK. 

The New House of Commons 

Party No of Seats % of Total Vote 

Conservative 331 36.9 % 

Labour 232 30.4 % 

Scottish National Party 56 4.7 % 

Liberal Democrat 8 7.9 % 

Democratic Unionist Party 8 0.6 % 

Sinn Fein 4 0.6 % 

Plaid Cymru 3 0.6 % 

Social Democratic & Labour Party 3 0.5 % 

Ulster Unionist Party 2 0.4 % 

UKIP 1 12.6 % 

Green Party 1 3.8 % 
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LARCH FELLING – AN UPDATE 

By the time you read this felling of the larches in the Talley woodland should have 
begun. You will recall from a previous article that this is being done in response 
to a disease affecting larches nationally. The start month is ?June? but if a 
goshawk’s nest is discovered! and goshawks do nest in the larches, then the 
start will have to be delayed until August.  

The felling in the two areas will take several months, the precise length 
depending on the weather and problems associated with felling on steep slopes. 
It is hoped that replanting can be carried out this year; conifers in the area above 
Talley House and deciduous trees in the area above the lake – an area of historic 
woodland.  

An area will be created inside the NRW (Natural Resources Wales – formerly the 
Forestry Commission) land for trucks to turn and to create wood stacks for 
loading; almost entirely out of sight from the village. It is estimated that on 
average there will be three truckloads a day moving timber out and the 
contractors will have been asked not to move timber during the periods when 
children and their parents are going to and from school.  

Parking at the woodland entrance will not be possible, since large trucks need a 
decent amount of manoeuvring space. Walkers will still have access to parts of 
woodland, which will be clearly signed, but, for their own safety and in the interest 
of the workforce operating dangerous machinery and moving large and heavy 
loads, they are asked to keep out of areas which are signed as “no access”.  

The previous period of felling went without a hitch and NRW have proved 
sensitive to issues raised in terms of minimising disturbance to the village 
community. In the short run the hillsides will look pretty bleak but it will be 
interesting to see what emerges next spring.  

Every effort will be made to tidy up during and after the felling. If there are 
problems don’t hesitate to contact me and I can relay them immediately and hope 
that the problems can be resolved speedily. 

John Rees 

 

On the following pages are a map showing the areas in which he felling will take 
place and a few photographs of the woodlands as they are now. Make the most 
of them – the view will be very different after the larch has been removed! 
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THE BUS PASS IS HERE TO 
TAKE YOU THERE 

The All Wales Bus Pass (Cerdyn 
Cymru) is funded by the Welsh 
Assembly Government and was 
launched on 1st April 2002. Twenty-
two Local Authorities in Wales 
administer it.  

The Bus Pass scheme entitles 
elderly people and people with 
certain disabilities resident in Wales 
to free travel on buses throughout  
the Principality. In addition, disabled 
people who are unable to travel on 
their own without assistance may 
also be entitled to take a companion 
with them free of charge. 

The holder of a Bus Pass must 
satisfy one of the criteria listed 
below: 

 Aged 60 years or over. 

 In receipt of Disability Living 
Allowance (with HIGHER rate 
mobility content). 

 In receipt of a war pensioner’s 
mobility supplement. 

 Registered blind, partially 
sighted or profoundly deaf. 

 Without arms or without the 
use of both arms. 

 Without speech. 

 Registered as having a 
learning disability. 

 Unable to drive a motorcar due 
to medical condition other than 
on the grounds of persistent 
misuse of drugs or alcohol. 

 

MAE CERDYN CYMRU YMA I 
FYND Â CHI ACW 

Mae Cerdyn Cymru yn cael ei 
ariannu gan Lywodraeth y Cynulliad 
a chychwynnwyd ef ar y 1af o Ebrill 
2002. Caiff ei weinyddu gan 22 
Awdurdod Lleol yng Nghymru. 

Mae Cerdyn Cymru yn caniatâu i’r 
henoed a phobl sy’n byw yng 
Nghymru ac sy’n dioddef gydag 
anableddau arbennig i deithio yn 
rhad ac am ddim ar fysus trwy Gymru 
gyfan. Yn ogystal, gall pobl ag 
anableddau ac sy’n methu â theithio 
ar eu pennau eu hunain heb gymorth 
fynd â chydymaith gyda nhw am 
ddim. 

Mae’n rhaid i ddeiliad Cerdyn Cymru 
gydymffurfio ag un o’r meini prawf 
canlynol:- 

 Bod yn 60 oed neu yn hŷn; 
 Yn derbyn Lwfans Byw 

Anabledd (gyda gradd UWCH 
symud o gwmpas); 

 Yn derbyn ad-daliad symud o 
gwmpas pensiwn rhyfel; 

 Wedi’i gofrestru’n ddall, yn 
rhannol ddall neu’n drwm ei 
glyw; 

 Heb freichiau neu’n methu â 
defnyddio’r ddwy fraich; 

 Yn methu â siarad; 
 Wedi’i gofrestru ag anabledd 

dysgu; 
 Yn methu â gyrru car modur 

oherwydd cyflwr meddygol ar 
wahân i or-ddefnydd cyson o 
gyffuriau neu alcohol. 
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The Bus Pass also can be used to 
obtain 50% discount on the usual 
fare on qualifying “Country Cars” 
journeys. 

The Bus Pass does not entitle the 
holder to free travel on the following. 

 Taxi journeys. 

 Ferry services. 

 Coach outings. 

 National Express services. 

The Bus Pass can be used for free 
bus travel on “cross-boundary” 
journeys in and out of England, 
providing the journey starts or 
finishes in Wales. 

Some examples of these “cross–
boundary” journeys, which are 
currently available are 

 Llandrindod Wells to Hereford. 

 Aberystwyth to Chester. 

 Dolgellau to Chester. 

 Newtown to Shrewsbury.  

 Presteigne to Leominster. 

According to a current agreement 
between the Welsh Assembly 
Government and Arriva Trains 
Wales, Bus Pass Holders can travel 
free on the Heart of Wales Line 
between October and March. 

Wherever you live you can go where 
you want, when you want. 

Avoid the fuss, 
Catch the bus. 

Hywel Jones 
 

 

 

Gellir defnyddio Cerdyn Cymru yn 
ogystal i gael gostyngiad o 50% ar y 
tâl arferol ar deithiau County Cars. 

Ni chaniateir defnyddio Cerdyn 
Cymru ar deithiau 

 Tacsi; 
 Llong (ferry); 
 Taith bleser mewn bws; 
 Gwasanaethau National 

Express. 

Gellir defnyddio Cerdyn Cymru er 
mwyn teithio yn rhad ac am ddim ar 
deithiau ‘dros y ffin’ i mewn ac allan 
o Loegr ond mae’n rhaid i’r daith 
orffen yng Nghymru. 

Dyma rai enghreifftiau o’r teithiau 
‘dros y ffin’ sydd ar gael ar hyn o 
bryd:- 

 Llandrindod i Henffordd; 
 Aberystwyth i Gaer; 
 Dolgellau i Gaer; 
 Y Drenewydd i’r Amwythig; 
 Llanandras i Lanllieni; 

Yn ôl cytundeb rhwng Llywodraeth 
Cynulliad Cymru a threnau Arriva 
Cymru,gall deiliaid Cerdyn Cymru 
deithio am ddim ar reilffordd 
Canolbarth Cymru rhwng mis Hydref 
a mis Mawrth. 

Ble bynnag yr ydych yn byw, gellwch 
deithio i ba le bynnag y mynnoch 
pryd y mynnoch. 

‘Osgewch y ffws 
Daliwch y bws’ 

Hywel Jones 
(kindly translated by Janet James) 
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THE LOCAL BUS SERVICE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y GWASANAETH BWS 
LLEOL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COFFEE MORNING 

The coffee morning held in St Michael’s Church Hall on Friday 10th April 
raised £332 for the cancer Maggie’s Centres. 

I would like to thank all those people who helped with the event in any way 
and all those who supported us by attending and making such generous 
donations. 

During the morning a raffle was held and the winners were those with the 
following telephone numbers. 

685805   685086 

685690   685250 

685750   685506 

685741 

Thank you all once again. 
Margaret Guest 
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This bus is a Beadle 20-seater, 1934, 
Reg No TH 4330, and is pictured 
outside Llewelyn Charles Williams 
(LCW) in Rhosmaen Street, 
Llandeilo, in the 1950’s. Because of 
the bumpy ride and shabby 
appearance, LCW was dubbed by 
the locals as the ‘Llandeilo Cattle 
Wagon’.  

Llewelyn (Llew) started his business 
with just one bus operating out of 
Bancelwydd, Talley. TH 4330 was 
regularly driven by the late Wynne 
Lewis from LLansawel on the route 
between Llandeilo and Lampeter 
through Rhydcwmerau.  

It was unfortunate that Wynne had a 
chronic, long-standing nervous 
disability. He could often be seen, 
whilst driving TH 4330, having a 
spasm of body shakes, more often 
than not with no hands on the 
steering wheel (in the days of non-
power steering).  

On the stretch between the Hope Inn 
and Taliaris Forge, the bus was 
driven in neutral (Llew wanted to 
conserve fuel). 

I travelled many times on this bus  
as a child between Halfway and 
Llansawel to visit my grandfather in 
Esgairdawe. When Llew was driving 
the bus he would always wear oily 
overalls, with oily rags all over the 
shop, and a comprehensive tool box 
underneath the seat.  

 

 

 

Beadle 20 sedd, 1934, rhif TH4330 
yw’r bws hwn a welir y tu allan i 
Llewellyn Charles Williams (L.C.W) 
yn Stryd Rhosmaen, Llandeilo yn y 
1950au. Oherwydd y daith herciog 
a’r olwg anniben, galwyd LCW yn 
Llandeilo Cattle Wagon gan y 
trigolion lleol. 

Cychwynnodd Llew ei fusnes gydag 
un bws yn unig gan weithio allan o 
Bancelwydd, Talyllychau. Gyrrwr 
arferol TH 4330 oedd y diweddar 
Wynne Lews o Lansawel ar y daith 
rhwng Llandeilo a Llambed trwy 
Rydcymerau. 

Yn anffodus, ’roedd gan Wynne 
anabledd nerfol cronig hir-dymor. 
Gellid ei weld yn aml, wrth yrru’r  
TH 4330 yn cael pwl a’r corff yn 
ysgwyd yn amlach na pheidio gyda’i 
ddwylo wedi’u codi oddi ar y llyw (yn 
y dyddiau cyn llywio pŵer).  

Ar y ffordd rhwng tafarn yr Hope ac 
efail Taliaris, byddai’r bws yn cael ei 
yrru allan o gêr (’roedd ar Llew eisiau 
arbed petrol). 

Teithiais i lawer gwaith ar y bws hwn 
fel plentyn rhwng Halfway a 
Llansawel i ymweld â fy nhad-cu yn 
Esgairdawe. Pan oedd Llew yn 
gyrru’r bws byddai bob amser yn 
gwisgo ‘overalls’ seimllyd, gyda 
chlytiau seimllyd ym mhobman a 
bocs yn llawn o bopeth angenrheidiol 
o dan y sedd. 
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Llew was an excellent mechanic  
at engine tuning, and on many 
occasions a large bus operator from 
as far as Swansea would contact him 
so that their Leyland and Crossley 
half cabs could be precision tuned.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The route between LLandeilo and 
Lampeter is still partly operated, but 
the bus now starts in LLandovery and 
travels via Llansawel and Lampeter. 
The buses that are used today are 
state of the art 21-seater Optare 
Solos driven by a powerful, turbo-
charged, fully automatic Cummins 
engine. 

Hywel Jones 

 

 

 
’Roedd Llew yn fecanig penigamp a’i 
arbenigedd oedd tiwnio injan, ac ar 
lawer achlysur byddai cwmni bysiau 
mawr o ochr Abertawe yn cysylltu ag 
e er mwyn gwneud yn siwr bod 
cabiau’r Leyland a Crossley yn cael 
eu tiwnio’n berffaith. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mae bws yn dal i redeg rhwng 
Llandeilo a Llambed ond yn rhannol 
yn unig, gyda’r bws yn cychwyn yn 
Llanymddyfri ac yn teithio rhwng 
Llansawel a Llambed. Y bysys a 
ddefnyddir heddiw yw’r Optare Solos 
21 sedd gydag injan Cummins gref, 
awtomatig, turbo. 

Hywel Jones  
(Kindly translated by Janet James) 
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ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

The cupboard 

A woman decided to buy a self-assembly cupboard. At home she studied the 
instructions carefully and assembled the cupboard in her bedroom. It looked 
perfect, but when a bus passed by outside the whole cupboard collapsed. 
Undaunted by this, she re-read the instructions and reassembled the cupboard. 
Then, another bus passed and the cupboard collapsed again. Thinking that she 
must have done something wrong she read the instructions yet again and 
carefully assembled the cupboard for a third time, only to see it collapse when 
the next bus passed. 

She finally got fed up and called the customer service department. She was told 
that the collapse was quite impossible but they would send a technician to have 
a look. The technician arrived, assembled the cupboard and watched it collapse 
when a bus passed. Completely baffled by this unexpected event, the technician 
decided to reassemble the cupboard and sit inside it to see whether he could find 
out what caused the cupboard to collapse.  

At this point, the woman’s husband came home and seeing the cupboard said 
“That’s a nice looking cupboard”. He opened it. And saw the man inside. 

The technician smiled and said, “You won’t believe me, but I’m standing here 
waiting for a bus”. 

o  O  o 

The Tourists 

Three tourists were driving through Wales. As they were approaching 
Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch, they started to 
argue about the pronunciation of the town’s name. The argument continued until 
they stopped for lunch.  

As they stood at the restaurant counter, one asked the blonde employee, “Before 
we order, could you please settle an argument for us? Would you please 
pronounce where we are ... very slowly?”  

The girl leaned over the counter and said, “Burrrrrr, Gerrrrrr, Kiiiiiing.” 
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FAMILY TREES AND THE GRIFFITHS FAMILY 

Researching one’s family history has become a popular pastime, especially as 
there have been many television programmes about celebrities tracing their 
‘family trees’. Over the years, the History Group has had many requests for help, 
tracing family ancestors from the Parish. Few people realise how difficult this can 
be. 

Imagine a typical family in the 1800’s with 8+ children. Now assume that many 
of these survive to have 8+ children of their own. Now you may have 60+ names 
to search for in the Baptismal, Marriage and Death or Parish records. Many of 
the earlier records reveal names only and it is only in the later ones that you find 
addresses and occupations to help the search. Factor in all of the common Welsh 
surnames and names which have been reversed and you can appreciate the 
difficulty.  

Many of the requests for help have inevitably led to at least one member of the 
family belonging to the Griffiths ‘clan’. From Sharon Meek, a contributor to this 
magazine and a descendant of the Griffith family, we had already discovered 
William and Eleanor Griffiths living at Blaenig in the 1800’s, where William 
worked as the Talley Blacksmith. William’s grandfather was Tomos Lewis, the 
man who wrote the famous hymn, ‘Wrth gofio’i riddfannau’n yr ardd’.  

They had 8 children and one of their daughters, Elizabeth Griffiths, married 
another Griffiths called John. John’s father was a farmer called David Griffiths. 
David could have been a grandson of Thomas Griffiths, Trewern, from whom 
Annie Griffiths of Cwmdu Inn was descended but we have not yet confirmed this. 
John and Elizabeth lived in Alma Cottage before moving to The Edwinsford Arms, 
which their children took over, on the death of Elizabeth in 1898. You can find 
more information about this family in an article we wrote in Issue 39 of Y Llychau.  

Our most recent enquiry was from a descendant of another of William and 
Eleanor’s daughters, Mary, who married into the Phillip’s family at Ffoslas. Her 
husband, David, was the son of Thomas Phillips who had 3 wives and 16 
children, whose descendants spread throughout Wales, East Anglia and New 
Zealand. Like his father, David was the Relieving Officer of the parish, whose job 
was to keep the rates down and pursue those responsible for the upkeep of 
children and aged parents. They lived at Llangwm and had 3 daughters, one of 
whom was Susan Catherine, the grandmother of the enquirer.  

Further information about the Phillips family can be found in Kate Arblaster’s 
book ‘Walking through Time’ copies of which are available in the Cwmdu shop. 
In her book, Kate wrote about another member of the Griffiths family, who had  
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also married into the Phillips family. She was Anne Griffiths, Penrhiwgeingen, 
(the sister of J.P. Griffiths of Cwmdu Inn) who married William, the fifteenth child 
of Thomas Phillips in 1891.  

Unfortunately Anne’s only child, also called Anne, died in childbirth and Anne 
herself died 3 years later in 1932. According to Kate, William made an 
arrangement with the Davies family from Bwchyrhyd, Talley, that they should buy 
his farm at an advantageous price in return for looking after him for the rest of his 
life’. She wondered if this arrangement proved to be beneficial to both parties.  

Incidentally, the grandmother of Jack, Tom and Benji Thomas of Cwmdu was 
Elizabeth Davies, Bwchyrhyd, who married Benjamin Griffiths, another brother of 
J.P., Cwmdu Inn. 

Daniel Griffiths, an Uncle of J.P., was the grandfather of Dr.T Gwynfor Griffiths, 
who wrote about him in an article for Y Lllychau (Issue 4). T Gwynfor wrote that 
Daniel was a Baptist Minister and Farmer living in Llety Einon, Cwmdu. He and 
his first wife, Elizabeth, had no children but after she had died, he married Mary, 
who bore him five children, the fourth of whom was the writer’s father, William 
Rees. Daniel lived in the period of temperance in Wales and T Gwynfor wrote 
that he found the following Welsh entry in an accounts book. Translated it said, 
“September 12.1873. The last drop unless medicinally required, the Lord my 
witness Daniel Griffith”.  

There are many more Griffiths’ families recorded in the parish registers but it is 
not easy to clarify which ones are related. To make it easier, we have begun 
recording the extensive family trees on a sheet of wallpaper showing all of the 
links between the different families.  

As the Griffiths married into the Phillips, Morgan, Price, Jenkins, Jones and 
Thomas families amongst others, this ‘sheet’ will be very long when finished. The 
History Group would be very grateful for any additional information about the 
Griffiths’ family, which would extend our knowledge of this family and others.  

Pat Edwards 
(with much help from Kate Arblaster) 

Pat can be contacted by E mail – history03@mypostoffice.co.uk or by phone, 
01558 685779. 
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THE ORIGIN AND MEANING OF SOME COMMON SAYINGS 

(part 3) 

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE 

In Matthew 7:6 Jesus warned his followers not to give what is sacred to dogs and 
not to throw pearls (of wisdom) before swine (the ungodly). Modern usage is not 
to waste good things on people who will not appreciate them. 

PEEPING TOM 

According to legend a man named Leofric taxed the people of Coventry heavily. 
His wife, lady Godiva, begged him not to. He said he would end the tax if she 
rode through the streets of Coventry naked. So she did. Peeping Tom is a much 
later addition to the story. Everybody in Coventry was supposed to stay indoors 
with their window shutters closed. However peeping Tom had a sneaky look at 
Godiva and was struck blind. ‘Peeping Tom’ is now a nickname for a voyeur. 

PEPPERCORN RENT 

In Tudor Times rents were sometimes paid in peppercorns because pepper was 
so expensive. Peppercorns were actually often used as currency. They were also 
given as bribes or a bride’s dowry. It now simply means a nominal consideration. 

A PIG IN A POKE,  SOLD A PUP 

A ‘pig in a poke’ is something bought without checking it first. A poke was a bag. 
If one bought a pig in a poke it might turn out the ‘pig’ was actually a puppy or a 
cat. If the purchaser wanted a pig but the vendor had slipped a puppy into the 
sack, the buyer had been swindled and ‘sold a pup’. 

PIN MONEY 

In the 16th and 17th century it was common for a man to give his wife or daughter 
a small amount of money for pins and other necessary things. ‘Pin Money’ came 
to mean any small sum of money. 

POT LUCK 

In the past all kinds of food went into a big pot for cooking. When a family ate a 
meal, participants would have to take ‘pot luck’ and could never be quite sure 
what would be served. Today pot luck means getting whatever is available in a 
particular situation. 

THE POWERS THAT BE 

This comes from Romans 13:1 when Paul says ‘the powers that be are ordained 
of God’. Those with authority in a given situation, especially if they are seen as 
faceless, unreasonable bureaucrats, are described as ‘the Powers that be’. 
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PRIDE GOES BEFORE A FALL 

This old saying comes from Proverbs 16:18 ‘Pride goes before destruction and 
a haughty spirit before a fall’. A person who is extremely proud of his or her 
abilities will often suffer a setback or failure, because he or she tends to be 
overconfident and make errors of judgment. 

PULL THE WOOL OVER MY EYES 

In the 18th century it was the fashion to wear white, curly wigs. They were nick 
named ‘wool’, possibly because they resembled a sheep’s fleece, and when 
pulled down over the eyes made it difficult to identify the wearer or his intentions. 
When someone is tricked into something or the purpose of an action is not clear, 
he is said to have the ‘wool pulled over his eyes’. 

PULL OUT ALL THE STOPS 

This saying comes from church organs. Pulling out a stop lets air flow through a 
pipe and make a sound; the more stops that are pulled out, the louder the sound. 
When someone uses all the resources available to them they are said to ‘pull out 
all the stops’. 

READ THE RIOT ACT 

Following a law of 1715 if a rowdy group of 12 or more people gathered, a 
magistrate would read an official statement ordering them to disperse. Anyone 
who did not, after one hour, could be arrested and punished. Today, if someone 
wants a boisterous activity to cease, they ‘read the riot act’ to the offenders. 

MIND YOUR Ps AND Qs 

In 17th century taverns, ale was drunk in pints and quarts. Innkeepers would keep 
a watch on the alcohol consumption of the patrons (written as “p” and “q” on the 
tally slate) and when customers got unruly, he would tell them to mind their own 
pints and quarts and settle down. Modern use of the phrase means ‘behave 
yourself’ or ‘be polite’. 

RED HERRING 

Poachers and other unsavoury characters used to drag a herring across the 
ground where they had just walked to throw dogs off their scent. (Herrings were 
made red by the process of curing). A ‘red herring’ is something that misleads or 
distracts from a relevant or important issue. 

RED TAPE 

This phrase comes from the days when official documents, including rules and 
regulations, were bound with red tape. ‘Red Tape’ now refers to excessive 
bureaucratic regulation. 
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RED LETTER DAYS 

In the Middle Ages saints days were marked in red on calendars. People did not 
work on some saint’s days or holy days. The word ‘holiday’ is derived from ‘holy 
day’. Red letter days are, therefore, important days. 

RING TRUE, RING OF TRUTH 

In the past, coins were actually made of gold, silver or other metals. Their value 
depended on the amount of gold or silver they contained. Some people would 
make counterfeit coins by mixing gold or silver with a cheaper metal. However 
one could check if a coin was genuine by dropping it. If it was made of the proper 
metal it would ‘ring true’ of have the ‘ring of truth’. Anything that sounds correct 
is said to ‘ring true’. 

RUB SALT INTO A WOUND 

This is derived from the days when salt was rubbed into wounds as an antiseptic, 
although it often had little effect. Any action which makes a situation worse ‘rubs 
salt into the wound’. 

RULE OF THUMB 

This is a principle with a broad application that is not intended to be strictly 
accurate. It comes from the days when brewers estimated the temperature of a 
brew by dipping their thumb in it. 

TO SEE A MAN ABOUT A DOG 

This old saying first appeared in 1866 in a play by Dion Boucicault (1820-1890) 
called the Flying Scud in which a character makes the excuse that he is going ‘to 
see a man about a dog’ to get away. 

CLEAN AS A WHISTLE 

A wooden whistle has to be clean to make a good, pure sound. Any particles in 
it, will reduce the sound quality. A brand new whistle is the cleanest and best! 
So, when someone is said to be ‘clean as a whistle’, it simple means he’s got no 
imperfections. 

FISHY 

Benjamin Disraeli observed that both fish and politicians could be slippery. 
Today, if something is said to be ‘fishy’ it means there is something suspicious 
about it. 

SET YOUR TEETH ON EDGE 

This is from Jeremiah 31:30 ‘Every man that eateth the sour grape, his teeth shall 
be set on edge’. The phrase is used for feeling intense discomfort or irritation. 
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FIT AS A FIDDLE 

When one is in good health, they are said to be as fit as a fiddle. When a fiddle’s 
strings are not taunt enough or if the fiddle is warped, the sound is weak. Only a 
fiddle in top condition is good enough to be heard by an audience. 

NARROW MINDED 

In Ben Johnson’s book The Staple of the News he describes a prejudiced person 
whose thoughts were limited to the narrow lane in which he lived. Sophisticated 
people soon took ‘narrow minded’ to mean anyone who seemed to have a limited 
view on something. 

TELL IT TO THE MARINES 

In the 1800’s professional British sailors thought the marines were novices. If the 
sailors were told some outlandish tale, they would tell the person to go tell it to 
the marines, who were considered gullible. ‘Go tell it to the Marines’ now means 
‘I don’t believe the story’. 

SLEAZY 

Years ago, an inferior linen cloth was sold in the German Silesian area, 
purchased by London merchants and sold on to customers, who soon realised 
that the cloth did not last. They called it “Sleazy”. The name soon became 
synonymous with anything of low-quality. 

ON THE CARPET 

This goes back to earlier times when carpeting was extremely rare and in many 
companies only the boss’s office had a carpet. A worker whom the boss wanted 
to talk to (usually bad news) was called to stand on the carpet. Thus, the phrase 
grew to mean anytime someone in authority wants to issue a reprimand. 

TRUE BLUE 

Early cloth dyes (from berries, flowers etc) often faded with time. However, dyers 
in Coventry discovered a blue dye that did not fade, even after several washes. 
It became known as ‘true blue’. Later on, the phrase came to represent honesty, 
reliability and faithfulness. 

SALT OF THE EARTH 

Is another Biblical phrase. It comes from Matthew 5:13 when Jesus told his 
followers ‘You are the salt of the Earth’. Anyone considered to be of good 
character, honest and trustworthy is described as the ‘salt of the earth’. 

To be continued.                                                              Research by Roger Pike 
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SAINT JAMES 

The feast day of St. James is celebrated on 25 July by the Roman Catholic, 
Anglican and certain Protestant churches. He is commemorated on 30 April by 
the others. 

James, the son of Zebedee and Salome and elder brother of John (the 
Evangelist), the beloved disciple, was one of the Twelve Apostles of Jesus, and 
traditionally considered to be the first apostle to be martyred. He is also known 
as James the Greater to distinguish him from the Apostle, James the Less, who 
was probably shorter of stature. James the Greater is the patron saint of Spain 
and Portugal. 

Very little is known of James’ early life. His parents seem to have been people of 
means; his father Zebedee was a fisherman of the Sea of Galilee, who probably 
lived in or near Bethsaida (perhaps in Capharnaum) and employed some hired 
men as boatmen and his mother Salome was one of the pious women who 
afterwards followed Christ and “ministered unto him of their substance”. His 
brother John was personally known to the high-priest and must have had the 
wherewithal to provide for the Mother of Jesus after the crucifixion. 

It is probable that neither James nor his brother had received the technical 
training of the rabbinical schools; in this sense they were unlearned and without 
any official position among the Jews. But, according to the social rank of their 
parents, they must have been men of ordinary education in the ways of common 
Jewish life. They had frequent opportunity of coming in contact with Greek life 
and language, which were already widely spread along the shores of the Galilean 
Sea at that time. 

James is described as one of the first disciples to join Jesus. The Synoptic 
Gospels state that James and John were with their father by the seashore when 
Jesus called them to follow him. Jesus had already called another pair of brothers 
from a similar occupation: Simon (Peter) and Andrew, who were in a business 
partnership with Zebedee. All four left their fishing business and became “fishers 
of men”. James was one of only three apostles whom Jesus selected to bear 
witness to his Transfiguration, to be present at the raising to life of the daughter 
of Jairus and to see the Agony in the Garden of Gethsemane. 

Two incidents in the Gospels describe the temperament of James and his 
brother. St. Matthew tells that their mother came to Jesus (Mark says it was the 
brothers themselves) to ask that they have the seats of honour (one on the right, 
one on the left of Jesus) in the kingdom. The other disciples became indignant at 
the ambition of the two brothers, so Jesus taught them all the lesson of humble  
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service: The purpose of authority is to 
serve. They were not to impose their will 
on others, or lord it over them. This was 
the position that Jesus adopted. He was 
the servant of all; the service imposed on 
Him was the supreme sacrifice of his 
own life. 

On another occasion, James and John 
gave evidence that the nickname Jesus 
gave them – “sons of thunder” – was an 
apt one. When a group of Samaritans 
would not welcome Jesus in their town 
(because he was on his way to the hated 
Jerusalem) the two disciples wanted to 
call down fire from heaven to consume 
the town, but Jesus rebuked them.                        
James the Greater, by Rembrandt 

It is worthy of note that James is never 
mentioned in the Gospel of St. John; this 
author observes a humble reserve not only with regard to himself, but also about 
the members of his family. 

In 44 AD Herod Agrippa, grandson of Herod the Great, reigned as “king” over a 
wider dominion than that of his grandfather. His great object was to please the 
Jews in every way, and he showed great regard for the Mosaic Law and Jewish 
customs. In pursuance of this policy, on the occasion of the Passover he 
perpetrated cruelties upon the Church, whose rapid growth incensed the Jews. 
The zealous temper of James and his leading part in the Jewish Christian 
communities probably led Agrippa to choose him as the first victim. According to 
the Acts of the Apostles, “King Herod laid hands upon some members of the 
church to harm them. He had James killed by the sword and when he saw that 
this was pleasing to the Jews he proceeded to arrest Peter also”. 

Saint James is the patron saint of Spain and, according to legend, his remains 
are held in Santiago de Compostela in Galicia. (The name Santiago is the local 
Galician corruption of the Latin for “Saint James”.) The traditional pilgrimage to 
the grave of the saint, known as the “Way of St. James”, has been the most  
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popular pilgrimage for Western European Catholics from the Early Middle Ages 
onwards. When 25 July falls on a Sunday, it is a ″Jubilee″ year, and a special 
east door is opened for entrance into Santiago Cathedral. At all other times 
another entrance door is used. 

James’ emblem was the scallop shell (or “cockle shell”), and pilgrims to his 
shrine often wore that symbol on their hats or clothes. The French for a scallop 
is coquille St. Jacques, which means “cockle (or mollusk) of St. James”. The 
German word for a scallop is Jakobsmuschel, which means “mussel (or clam) of 
St. James”; the Dutch word is Jacobsschelp, meaning “shell of St. James”. 

Several legends have grown up concerning James. One says St. James 
preached the gospel in Iberia (where is saw a vision of the Virgin Mary) as well 
as in the Holy Land and after his martyrdom at the hands of Herod Agrippa his 
disciples carried his body by sea to Iberia and took it inland for burial at Santiago 
de Compostela. Another says that the translation of his relics from Judea to 
Galicia in the northwest of Iberia was effected by a series of miraculous 
happenings: decapitated in Jerusalem with a sword by Herod Agrippa himself, 
his body was taken up by angels and sailed in a rudderless, unattended boat to 
Iberia, where a massive rock closed around his relics, which were later removed 
to Compostela. An even later tradition states that James miraculously appeared 
to fight for the Christian army during the legendary (fictional) battle of Clavijo, and 
he was henceforth called Matamoros (the Moor-slayer). 

A rival tradition places the relics of the apostle in the church of St. Saturnin at 
Toulouse; if any physical relics were ever involved, they might plausibly have 
been divided between the two. However, the authenticity of the relics at 
Compostela was asserted in the Bull of Pope Leo XIII in 1884.  

The Latin his name is Jacobus. In Italy this became Giacobo, then Giacomo, from 
which the English get James and the French get Jacques. 

In eastern Spain, Giacomo became Jaime. In western Iberia it became Iago, 
which when prefixed with “Sant” in Portugal and Galicia became Santiago and 
its alternative San Diego. 

Roger Pike 
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THE FFAIRFACH WORKHOUSE 

At the end of the reign of Queen Elizabeth I parliament passed an Act for the 
Relief of the Poor (the Poor Law). It made parishes legally responsible for the 
care of their own poor and was funded by the collection of a Poor Tax from 
property owners. Originally this care took many different forms, but the most 
common was the feared Workhouse. 

Early workhouses were operated within individual parishes, but their operation 
costs often proved beyond the resources of many small parishes, so various 
schemes were devised for groups of adjacent parishes to establish a Union to 
provide a joint facility. The Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834 set up the Poor 
Law Commission with the power to unite parishes into Poor Law Unions. 
According to the Act, relief should only to be given to able-bodied paupers 
through the workhouse system. 

In December 1836, thirteen parishes in Carmarthenshire (including Llandeilo, 
Brechfa, Llansawel and Talley) elected twenty men to the Board of Guardians of 
the newly formed Llandeilo Fawr Poor Law Union. In the following year the  
Union built the Llandeilo Workhouse in Ffairfach. The building, intended to 
accommodate 120 inmates, cost £2,243 and was designed by George Wilkinson, 
who was responsible for at least eight other workhouses in Wales. 

Victorian workhouses were built to house the destitute in appalling conditions. 
Fathers, mothers and children were separated on entering the workhouses and 
no one outside the workhouse system was allowed relief. For the poverty-stricken 
the options were stark – enter the workhouse or starve. As a result workhouses 
were both feared and hated. In 1838 the Times newspaper reported that 
prisoners in Carmarthen Jail were better fed than inmates in the town’s 
workhouse.  

The Ffairfach Workhouse design was based on the popular square plan with 
accommodation wings for the different classes of inmate (male/female, 
infirm/able-bodied) radiating from a central administration area. From this central 
area the Master and his staff could reach any part of the building quickly. The 
space between the wings formed segregated yards where the inmates could take 
supervised exercise.  

The Board of Guardians (Default) Act of 1925 which enabled the dismissal of a 
Board of Guardians and its replacement with government officials was followed 
by a further Poor Law Act in 1927 and in 1929 The Local Government Act would 
abolish all Boards of Guardians and transfer their powers and responsibilities to 
local councils. So it was that in March 1930 the administration of Llandeilo Fawr  
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workhouse passed from the hands of the Poor Law Guardians to 
Carmarthenshire County Council. Initially little changed, except the name, but in 
time the building evolved into a more recognisable hospital, before it was finally 
demolished in the 1970s. A nursing home, Awel Tywi, now occupies the site. 

A few records of the Ffairfach Workhouse remain. One of them lists the residents 
in 1901. The status of each was identified (married, widowed or single) as were 
their age and previous occupation. Their place of birth was named and 
occasionally a comment was added. 

Master and Staff; 
William Simon, head, widower, 57, Master of the House, born Llansawel. 
Elizabeth Margaret Davies, single, 27, Matron of the House, born Llanelly 
Sarah Ann Evans, single, 23, Assistant Matron, born Llandovery 
Isaac Evans, single, 59, Porter, born Llangadock 

 
Inmates; 

David Davies, s, 59, general labourer, born Llandeilo 
Lewis Edwards, m, 36, general labourer, born Llanfynydd 
Benjamin Davies, m, 69, general labourer, born Llanfihangel 
Enoch Carter, w, 70, general labourer, born Clutton 
Daniel Harries, w, 63, general labourer, born Cayo 
James Smith, w, 76, painter born Plymouth 
John Davies, s, 65 general labourer, retired, born Shropshire 
John Evans, s, 35, born Llanegwan, Imbecile 
David Jones, w, 69, cooper, retired, born Cardiganshire 
William Powell, s, 73, saddler, born Llandeilo 
David Thomas, s, 24, labourer, born Llanfynydd 
David Davies, m, 71, draper, retired, born Talley 
John Knight, s, 69, currier, retired, born London 
William Jones, s, 65, general labourer, born Llandeilo 
William Ian Phillips, s, 18, born Llandebie, Epilepsy 
Evan Evans, w, 78, general labourer, born Lampeter 
David Jones, s, 29, born Llandeilo, Cripple from childhood 
Elizabeth Jones, m, 68, charwoman, born Llandeilo, imbecile 
Mary Lewis, s, 24, charwoman, born Llangyfelach 
Catherine Thomas, s, 68, charwoman, born Llanfihangel 
Anne Harris, s, 48, charwoman, born Llandeilo 
Mary Jones, s 28, charwoman, born Llandeilo 
Emily Gabriel, s, 27, charwoman, born Llanfihangel 
Eleanor Phillips, s, 56, charwoman, born Broady 
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Mary Evans, s, 36, charwoman, born Llanfynydd, Deaf and dumb 
Maggie Jones, s, 27, charwoman, born Llansadwrn, Deaf and dumb 
Jane Jones, s, 72, charwoman, born Carmarthenshire, Feeble minded 
Mary Rees, s, 46, charwoman, born Llandeilo, Feeble minded 
Charles Culley, 12, born Llandeilo 
Bertie Culley, 11, born Llandeilo 
John Jones, 9, born Llandeilo 
John Gabriel, 7, born Llanfihangel 
Margaret Morgan, 12, born Llandeilo 
Rachel Ann Jones, 12, born Llansawel 
Elizabeth Jones, 12, born Llandeilo 
Hannah Jones, 10, born Llansawel 
Margaret Jones 10, born Llandeilo 
Annie Culley, 11, born Llandeilo 
Noral Culley, 11, born Llandeilo 
Nellie Culley, 5, born Llandeilo 
Mary Jones, 3, born Llandeilo 
Margaret Jones, 2, born Llandeilo 
William Gabriel, 1, born Llandeilo 
John Jones, 5 months, born Llandeilo 
Margaret May Lewis, 1month, born Llandeilo 
Eveline Florrie George, 9, born Llandeilo 
Rachel Jones, 8, born Llandeilo 

 
Casual Inmates; 

John Smith, s, 42, general labourer, born Manchester 
Janus Smith, s, 48, general labourer, born Cornwall 
Lewis Jones, s, 44 general labourer, born Conway 
James Cooper, w, 63, general labourer, born Liverpool  
James Morris, s, 49, general labourer, born Swansea 
Henry Collins, s, 38, general labourer, born Aberavon 
John Wilson, s, 51 general labourer, born Tredegar 

 

Hywel Jones 
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THE WOMEN OF ETHIOPIA 

This year the money raised during Christian Aid Week will go to help improve the 
lot of the women of Ethiopia. Here are the stories of just two of them. 

Loko’s Story 

Loko wakes in the dark to feed the baby. She shakes down the goat-hide mat 
where her baby wet herself in the night. She wears no nappies. The bed Loko 
had made with branches tied together creaks as she rises. As the skies start to 
lighten she is already on your way. The sounds of her children die away as she 
walks. 

Loko prays as she walks, trying to 
ignore the pains in her stomach. 
“God please clear all the thorny 
plants from my way. Help me find 
good firewood so I can sell it. Help 
me buy some food for my children 
because they are going to die.” 

She has to force herself to go out 
and collect firewood. She does it 
so that she does not have to face 
her children crying, weeping and 
yelling when they have nothing to 
eat. She has to go to the bush and 
collect the wood and carry it down 
into the town on her back. 

This is Loko Jarso’s reality. Loko 
walks by herself for hours at a 
time to get the firewood she needs to sell. Loko’s budget is impossible: she must 
feed, clothe, educate and medicate six children all for £4 a week. And her status 
as a woman is that of a second-class citizen. In her cattle-rearing, pastoralist 
community in the south of Ethiopia, the traditional laws have prevented women 
from owning property. Christian Aid knows this can change, that lives like Loko’s 
can be transformed. 

Christian Aid’s work through its partner HUNDEE has already transformed the 
lives of so many in Ethiopia. HUNDEE asks communities to identify who are the 
poorest of the poor. These are invariably women, and often widows, like Adi 
Abduba. 
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Adi’s story 

Adi’s situation used to be every bit as precarious as Loko’s. Adi was given a cow 
and two goats by Christian Aid. The cow allows her to nourish her children and 
make money through selling milk and butter.  

In Ethiopian communities, 
owning a cow gives the owner 
rights. For the first time, the 
cows carry the name of the 
women who own them – not their 
father’s name, nor their 
husband’s name. The women 
meet weekly, to run a loans and 
savings cooperative, using start-
up money from the milk and 
butter from the cows. 

With the weekly support given to 
them by Christian Aid and the 
support they give each other, the 
women learn to read and write. 
They learn about their rights and 
responsibilities, basic maths and 

how to run small businesses. Christian Aid’s partner HUNDEE is also helping to 
change the way the whole community sees women. There is less domestic 
violence and more joint decision-making. 

Adi Abduba has gone from being the poorest of the poor to being a confident, 
strong woman: “When I think about how our lives are improving, I feel so happy” 
she says. 

Article provided by Christian Aid 

 

Following collections taken at the Combined Act of Worship for Christian Aid 
Week in Esgairnant chapel on 12 May and the Deanery Ascension Day service 
in Talley church on 14 May, over £350 has been sent to Christian Aid as our 
donation to support their work in Ethiopia.             Thanks to all who contributed. 
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TALLEY CHURCH CLOCK 

In 1874 the medieval-style gallery at the west end of the church was removed to 
accommodate three windows built into the west wall. At the same time a bell was 
installed and a clock added to the internal north wall. 

The 8-day clock has proved an 
excellent facility over its 140 
year life. Not only does it 
enable members of the 
congregation to check that the 
services start on time, it also 
provides an indication to 
preachers as to the length of 
their sermons. 

However, over the past year or 
so the timepiece has started 
showing signs of its age. 
Hopefully the only problem 
with it is that the internal 
workings now need a thorough 
clean.  

If any of our readers possess 
the necessary skills to 
undertake such a cleaning 
exercise, the editor would be 
pleased to hear from them. 
Alternatively, if anyone knows 
of someone locally who 
undertakes this type of clock 
cleaning, please let us know. 

If anybody is interested in cleaning the clock, a visit to the church could be 
arranged so that they can examine it and provide an estimate of the cost before 
they make a final commitment. Please help us to keep this piece of church life in 
working order. It would be a shame if it had to be replaced with a less attractive 
modern device. 

Roger Pike 
Churchwarden 
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TALLEY RAISES £50,000 FOR A GOOD CAUSE 

If we told you that the residents of Talley and Cwmdu had raised £50,000 over 
five years you would think that impressive? Now, if we tell you that between 1939 
and 1945 the Talley Parish War Comforts Committee raised the equivalent 
(£1133.14.6) it becomes astonishing. 

We were made aware of this Committee when Mr Stanley Davies generously 
gave the History Society a copy of the final accounts published in 1945. At the 
moment this is all we have as the Minutes are now held in the County Archive 
(Ref 7825) but these cannot be accessed at present because of the Archive’s 
problems with mould. 

The story the accounts reveals is fascinating. The total raised was shared 
amongst 49 men and women. Payment was calculated from “Date Joining Active 
Service” to “Total Service” which was in turn divided between “Home Service” 
and “Active Service”. 

The Committee paid a “Joining Gratuity for Home Service” of £1.0.0 and £1.10.0 
for “Joining Gratuity Overseas Service”. The share of the fund was determined 
by months of service; Overseas counted as 3 per month, Home counted as 2 per 
month. 

Examples are interesting. The biggest amount paid went to John Lloyd who 
joined up and commenced Active Service in September 1939 and served for 6 
years and 3 months. He received a Joining Gratuity of £1.10.0 and a Service 
Gratuity of £41.5.0, totalling £42.15.0. It is worth reflecting on what that sum 
meant. Tradesmen could earn £3 a week although Miners were paid more, so 
the payment amounted to 14 weeks civilian pay.  

The smallest amounts were paid to three who joined up in 1945, so only had 3 
months of War service and thus received £1.0.0 joining Gratuity and £1.2.0 as 
Service Gratuity. 

As readers can appreciate, these records prompt so many questions. Did 
members of the Land Army and Bevin Boys qualify? How did the community go 
about raising such a vast sum? Had there been a similar committee in  
1914-1918? 

While we wait for the Minutes to become accessible, we wonder if any readers 
recall family stories about this topic that they can share with the History Society. 

Pat Edwards (685779) 

 

 



Y Llychau 

- 34 - 

POETRY PAGE 

Spring Has Sprung. 

Spring has come and Talley is green, 
Where have all the white knees been? 
Break out the shorts, the sun has come, 
Time to get some gardening done. 
First the mower, the grass is growing, 
Fred next door has started mowing. 

The garage air is turning blue, 
With words quite old, but some are new! 
The mower’s dead, the battle’s lost, 
Another unexpected cost. 
Never mind, we’ll trim the edges, 
Then dig the bed and start the veggies. 

Good grief, this soil is hard as nails, 
No wonder lettuce always fails. 
These seedlings really don’t look right, 
I think they’ve got potato blight. 
With mildew, fungus and black spot, 
I wonder what the rest have got! 

With powder, spray and traps for slugs, 
We face the ravenous hordes of bugs. 
Snails, red mite and aphids too, 
We have the means of killing you! 
Daffs and tulips greet the Spring. 
What is that nasty creeping thing? 

An effort we will have to make, 
The beds to dig and hoe and rake. 
No time to cook – out here all day, 
You’ll have to get a take-away. 
I need gloves and canes and strings, 
And some of those small twisty things. 

Sacks of fertilizer, mulch and feed, 
How much stuff do flowers need? 
The greenhouse must be washed and swept, 
Ugh! That’s where all the spiders slept. 
You pruned the roses? So did I, 
No wonder they’re not very high. 

 



Y Llychau 

- 35 - 

 
He holds aloft a great big weed; 
That’s a flower I grew from seed! 
Oh no, the garden shears have rusted, 
Would you believe my spade is busted. 
Water’s leaking from the hose, 
It must have split that night it froze. 

Will you stop hiding in that shed, 
And come and do some work instead? 
The loungers do not need inspection, 
Just come and sort this herb selection. 
Rhubarb is shooting; where’s the pail? 
You’re using it for home-made ale? 

In the borders, tags appear, 
With names of plants that once grew here. 
We haven’t finished, don’t go in, 
Oh yes, that is a nasty sting. 
The blossom is a sheer delight, 
Until the gale comes overnight. 

The weather man says it might snow, 
But that won’t hurt the plants I know. 
What they don’t like is ice and frost. 
Another batch of annuals lost. 
The neighbour’s garden is so pretty, 
He waves hello and looks with pity. 

Talley’s Open Day is near, 
I think we’ll pass again this year. 
Look over Brecon, I saw lightning, 
Let’s go inside and stop this fighting. 
And in the warm and dry of home, 
We’ll paint our little garden gnome! 

Rita Buttler 
 

Rita Buttler is a reader from East Sussex and a regular contributor of poems and 
other articles for inclusion in Y Llychau. If other readers have a poetic leaning, 
we would be pleased to include their compositions in future issues         .     Ed 
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A TEN POUND TICKET TO SAIL DOWN UNDER 

The Australian government, keen to boost their population, offered Europeans a 
subsidised passage to Australia during the 1950’s and 60’s for just £10, with 
children travelling free. The voyage took five weeks – compared to the 24 hours 
a flight takes today. My father, who worked for the Mission to Seamen, a Church 
of England charity, was posted to 
Melbourne from Cardiff in 1960 and so 
it was that our family set sail on the SS 
Strathnaver when I was just nine years 
old. The ship had been used as a 
troop carrier during the Second World 
War. I remember the rough seas as 
we crossed the Bay of Biscay on  
our journey south towards the 
Mediterranean. Our first port of call 
was at Naples in Italy where the 
narrow streets were strung across 
with lines to dry washing.                                        SS Strathnaver 

On board we played deck games and had races. We saw flying fish and at night 
we slept in bunks in a small cabin near the water line with one small port hole 
(round window). I remember knitting a scarf which became longer and longer as 
the weeks passed. Excitement rose as we reached Port Sa’id and the entrance 
to the Suez Canal. Tensions were still high as the war between Britain, France 
and Israel against Egypt, who had nationalised the canal, was not long over. 
However, many small boats surrounded us in the harbour and threw lines up to 
the promenade deck and offered their wares, such as stuffed leather camels and 
wallets. Money was passed back down in return. The highlight for us children 
was the arrival of the Gilli Gilli men on board dressed in turbans and long white 
flowing robes. They were magicians who proceeded to produce hundreds of day 
old chicks as if from nowhere, much to the amazement of us children seated in a 
circle around them. Progress through the canal was quite surreal. On either side 
of the ship passed the tops of date palms lining the banks. Men wearing loin 
cloths operated primitive irrigation pumps to water lush crops in the fields on both 
sides. Beyond was the rocky desert. We saw flat roofed houses and camels 
passed by. Half way along the canal we passed through the Great Bitter Lake 
where the sunken remains of ships lay since being bombed during the recent 
war.  

At Suez we entered the Red Sea with red rugged mountains rising on each side. 
Our ship anchored at Steamer Point, Aden (now Yemen, but then a British 
colony). We went ashore to witness a different world of flat roofed houses and  
 



Y Llychau 

- 37 - 

local people in Arab dress. British squaddies warned us not to eat or drink the 
local food for fear of unfamiliar diseases. 

While crossing the Indian Ocean we passed 
the equator and the children on board 
attended a ceremony conducted by ‘King 
Neptune’ in costume and carrying a trident. It 
took place at the ship’s swimming pool and 
those who plunged into the pool were 
awarded a certificate to prove that they had 
crossed the equator. Our next port of call was 
Colombo in Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) where we 
were taken ashore on the Mission to 
Seamen’s launch and entertained by the 
resident ‘Padre’. We saw a snake charmer 
and elephants and a man eating cardboard in 
the hope of receiving charity. The strength of 
the tropical sun was oppressive in contrast to 
the British winter that we had left behind. 

The picture shows me (in the centre) with my brother and sister on the ship. 

Eventually we reached Freemantle / Perth in Western Australia and made our 
way along the Southern coast via Adelaide to Melbourne, where we disembarked 
to start a new life. Australia then was quite old fashioned. Our milk was delivered 
by horse and cart. The horses were taken to the beach to bathe on Sundays. I 
remember the sound of the cicadas in the trees and all the lizards. We visited 
Phillips Island where fairy penguins leapt out of the waves at dusk and waddled 
up the beach to their burrows. I saw a koala in a tree on that island too.  

We lived at the Seamen’s Mission in Port Melbourne next to a huge pier where 
the ocean liners arrived from Europe with thousands of immigrants who 
disembarked to settle in their new country. I liked to catch fish on the pier and 
enjoyed my life in the sunshine by the sea. After three years my father’s job took 
him back to Wales to the Mission in Swansea and I was sad to leave Australia, 
although I have never returned. I sometimes tell people, jokingly, that I was 
brought up by missionaries, though some years later my father left the Mission 
and my parents became Quakers. 

If I returned to Australia today the journey would be quite different, but I think I 
would prefer to travel in the old way. 

Peter Gardner 
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PASSED HAPPENINGS ON DAYS IN AUGUST 

Continuing the series of historical events that happened on specific days, below 
is a list of incidents that occurred on each day of August in years gone by. A 
similar list for different months will appear in future issues of Y Llychau. 

August 1st The start of the first Scout camp on Brownsea Island, in 1907 
was the origin of the worldwide Scouting movement. 

August 2nd Albert Einstein’s letter to President Roosevelt in 1939, urged him 
to start the nuclear weapon Manhattan Project. 

August 3rd A car bomb exploded in a busy west London street, injuring 
seven people in 2001. 

August 4th In 2000 celebrations took place all over the United Kingdom to 
mark the 100th birthday of Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother. 

August 5th Dutch elm disease, which had attacked more than three million 
trees in Britain, was spreading out of control, according to a 
Forestry Commission announcement in 1975. 

August 6th In 1945 the first atomic bomb was dropped by a United States 
aircraft on the Japanese city of Hiroshima. 

August 7th Henry Tudor (Henry VII to be) landed in Milford Haven with his 
army in 1485. 

August 8th The 1963 Great Train Robbery saw thieves steal £2m in used, 
untraceable banknotes from the Glasgow to Euston mail train. 

August 9th Brighton became the first major resort in Britain to agree to set 
aside part of its seafront for nudists in 1979. 

August 10th In 2003 Britain recorded its hottest-ever day with temperatures 
above 38C (100F), jamming roads and packing beaches across 
the country. 

August 11th The notorious East End gangsters Ronnie and Reggie Kray were 
allowed out of prison for one day to attend their mother’s funeral 
in 1982. 

August 12th In 1964 Charlie Wilson, one of the gang involved in the Great 
Train Robbery, escaped from Birmingham high-security prison. 

August 13th The Berlin Wall was erected by East German and Soviet Union 
soldiers in 1961. 

August 14th In 1969 British troops were sent into Northern Ireland in what 
was described as a “limited operation” to restore law and order 
in the province. 
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August 15th Victory in Japan (VJ Day) day in 1945 was the formal end to 

WW2. It was marked by a two-day holiday in the UK and USA. 

August 16th In 1977 Elvis Presley, whose singing style revolutionized popular 
music in the 1950s, died after collapsing at his home. 

August 17th In 1998 President Bill Clinton admitted having an inappropriate 
relationship with former White House intern Monica Lewinsky. 

August 18th Manchester United Football Club was sold in 1985 for £20m in 
the biggest takeover deal in the history of British football. 

August 19th Michael Ryan shot 14 people dead in Hungerford in 1987. 

August 20th In 1989 30 people died after the pleasure cruiser Marchioness 
collided with a barge on the River Thames in London. 

August 21st The coroner presiding over the “Bloody Sunday” inquest 
accused the British army of “sheer murder” in 1973. 

August 22nd The Kenyan president, Jomo Kenyatta, died at his home in 
Mombasa in 1978 at the age of 98. 

August 23rd Police launched a murder hunt after a man was found shot dead 
in a lay-by on the A6 in Bedfordshire in 1961. 

August 24th In 1967 penguins from Chessington Zoo are taken on a trip to a 
local ice-rink to cool off during sweltering London temperatures. 

August 25th The unmanned Voyager 2 spacecraft sent back the first close-
up pictures of Neptune and its satellite planets in 1989. 

August 26th In 1994 a 64 year old man was given the world’s first battery-
operated heart in a pioneering operation in Britain. 

August 27th The Queen’s cousin, Lord Louis Mountbatten, was killed by an 
IRA bomb on his boat in Ireland in 1979. 

August 28th In 1994 shops in England and Wales opened legally for the first 
time following a change in the Sunday trading laws. 

August 29th May and Marjorie Chavasse, Britain’s oldest twins, celebrated 
their 100th birthday in 1986. 

August 30th In 1976 over 100 police officers are taken to hospital after the 
Notting Hill Carnival in west London ended in a riot. 

August 31st Diana, Princess of Wales, was killed in a car crash in a Paris 
underpass in 1997. 

Researched by Roger Pike 
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THE NEWSLETTER 

Y Llychau is produced on behalf of St Michael & All Angels, Talley. It is intended 
to be a community publication (not just a church magazine) and as such it needs 
the support of all members of the community. 

An easy way to improve the Newsletter is for more readers to submit articles to 
be included. This would mean that future issues would contain more items of 
local interest and less pieces written by the editor. Surely this would be a good 
thing. 

I would like to thanks those who have contributed pieces, but if you have written 
an article in the past, it does not preclude you writing another and if you have 
never submitted a piece for publication, please consider writing something. If no 
contributions are received, there will be no newsletter!  

 

Roger Pike 
Newsletter “Editor” 
Bryn Heulog, Talley, Llandeilo, SA19 7YH 
Tel:  01558 685741 
e-mail:   rogerbpike@outlook.com. 

 

 

THE NEXT ISSUE 

Intended Publication Date – Tuesday 1st September 2015 

Copy Dates  –  Please submit all items for inclusion in the next issue 
                         as soon as possible & BEFORE the dates below 
 

For contributions written in Welsh  
         Wednesday  22nd  July  2015 (to allow time for translation) 
 

For contributions written in English 
       Wednesday  29th  July  2015. 
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