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ABBEY  COTTAGES 
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and to report on recent happenings. They also aim to provide articles of general 
interest as well as historical items relevant to our community.  
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THE FRONT PAGE 

The photograph on the front of this edition is of the Abbey Cottages holiday 
homes in Talley. The buildings in the background are some of the homes in the 
“old village”. This picture and others taken in the area can be seen on the village 
website www.talley.org.uk under the slideshow tag. 

 

 

THE EDITOR WRITES 

Welcome to the 60th edition of the Talley newsletter. Those of you that are good 
at basic mathematics will have worked out that this means that Y Llychau has 
now completed ten years of publication – not a bad effort considering the feelings 
of scepticism expressed by some people after the first copy was issued in 
November 2006. 

The success of our little Newsletter project is due in part to those readers who 
regularly submit articles for inclusion in its pages. If you have not yet joined this 
elite group of contributors, please consider doing so by sending me an article to 
print in a future edition. If you have made a contribution (in some cases, several 
contributions) over the past decade please accept my sincere thanks. Without 
such support the newsletter would not have survived for so long. 

I would also like to record my gratitude for the backing and encouragement that 
I have received as “editor”, “compiler” and “proof reader” of this publication. It 
has been a privilege to have been associated with its production from the start. 
However, my life would be a lot easier if more people wrote pieces so that I do 
not have to keep thinking of things to write myself.  

Finally, I must pay tribute to all those who have made financial contributions to 
the Newsletter. The money received from our readers has meant that copies of 
Y Llychau can be supplied without charge to local residents. Although the project 
is supported by St Michael’s church, rising prices would have prevented its 
continuation without such monetary assistance from you. 

Here’s to our next ten years! 

Roger Pike 
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A MESSAGE FROM EBENEZER APOSTOLIC CHURCH 

Why not come along to one of our services at Ebenezer. Each Sunday we have 
Morning Praise at 10.30 a.m. and a Gospel Service at 5.00 p.m. You will be very 
welcome. Find us at Halfway, on the Talley Road between Llandeilo and Talley. 
Post code – SA19 7YA. 

Angie Davies 

 

 

SCHOOLBOY HOWLERS 

Ancient Egypt was inhabited by mummies and they all wrote in hydraulics. They 
lived in the Sarah Dessert and travelled by Camelot. 

Sir Walter Raleigh is an historical figure because he invented cigarettes and 
started a craze for bicycles. 

Sir Francis Drake circumcised the world with a 100 foot clipper. 

The bible is divided into two parts – the old and new testicles – and was inhabited 
by Jews and genitals. 

Solomon was the wisest man of his time owing to the fact that he had so many 
wives to advise him. 

Viagra Falls is the biggest waterfall in Africa. 

Alexander the Great conquered Persia, Egypt and Japan. Sadly he died with no 
hair.  

To germinate is to become a naturalised German.  

The Earth makes a resolution every 24 hours. 

The seventh commandment is “Thou shall not admit adultery”. 

Adolescence is the stage between puberty and adultery.  

Pompeii was destroyed by an overflow of saliva from the Vatican.  

Letters in sloping type are in hysterics. 
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TALLEY SCHOOL 

Talley CP School held its annual 
sports day on Thursday 23rd June 
with Cwrt Henri and Maesybont 
schools. The day was a big success 
and we would like to thank everyone 
who participated or supported and to 
Talley School's PTA for providing the 
food and drinks. 
 

 
 

 
 
Talley CP School has created its first 
radio broadcast. KS2 were speaking 
about a range of things to do with 
school life. You can listen to the 
Welsh broadcast on the following 
link: 
https://www.mixcloud.com/cymru

FM/ysgol-talyllychau-2862016/ 
 

 
 

 

YSGOL TALYLLYCHAU 

Fe wnaeth Ysgol Talyllychau cynnal 
mabolgampau ar ddydd Iau 23ain 
Mehefin gyda Ysgolion Cwrt Henri a 
Maesybont. Roedd y diwrnod yn 
llwyddiant mawr a hoffen ddiolch i 
bawb a chefnogwyd, cymerwyd rhan 
ac i CRhA Ysgol Talyllychau am 
ddarparu bwyd a diod. 
 

 
 

 
 
Mae Ysgol Talyllychau wedi darlledu 
radio ysgol am y tro cyntaf. Buodd 
CA2 yn siarad am amryw o bethau 
ynglŷn â'r ysgol. Gallwch wrando i'r 
darllediad ar y ddolen isod: 

https://www.mixcloud.com/cymru
FM/ysgol-talyllychau-2862016/ 
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A 1950s UPBRINGING 

My first memory is being told off for eating coal behind the sofa. In the early fifties 
every home had a coal fire in the lounge, usually the only het source in the house. 
Going upstairs to bed was like entering a fridge as there was no central heating 
or double glazing. On the streets on cold winter’s evenings the smell of coal 
smoke pouting from all the chimneys in our neighbourhood of Cardiff hung thick, 
low and sulphurous in the air.  

We lived opposite the school and as 
a four year old I longed to enter the 
gates with the other children. The 
infant’s school had been bombed in 
the war and a new school built, but 
the bomb site remained, then a jungle 
of buddleia and ragwort where we 
used to play. The house we lived in 
had been destroyed by a bomb and 
rebuilt before we moved in. Even the 
church had been bombed and had a 
temporary corrugated iron roof. None 
of this I was aware of as a small boy. 

Sometimes after school a man with a 
tricycle parked outside our house and 
sold ice creams to the children from a 
box mounted on the handlebars. We 
couldn’t afford to buy them as we 
didn’t have much money. The rag and bone man who bought unwanted scrap 
metal, cloth etc would push his hand cart along the back lanes shouting “Rag 
and Bone. Rag and Bone”. By the park was a line of shops and the green grocer 
there delivered using his horse and cart. There were very few cars compared 
with now and they were usually all coloured black or grey. 

The school had very high windows so that us children wouldn’t be distracted by 
looking out of them. We wrote using stick pens made of wood with nibs which we 
dipped in the inkwells on each desk. The ink monitor filled them every morning. 
We all went home with Blue inky fingers after school. After school one day we all 
rushed down to the sweet shop where free samples of a new drink called Coca-
Cola were offered in small paper cups. The park had a park keeper in a black 
uniform with a peaked cap and he had an office in the park. We liked to annoy 
him so that he would chase after us on his black bicycle. We thought it great fun. 
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On my eighth birthday my Grampa sent me a ten shilling note (50p) and, as I was 
desperate to have a pet mouse like my friend John next door, I set off for town 
early next morning leaving a note for my Mum and Dad which said ‘Gone to buy 
a mouse’. The bus conductor who collected the fares on the bus couldn’t change 
a ten shilling note, so I travelled to town for free and arrived at Cardiff Central 
Market before the pet stalls had opened. I waited for what seemed like hours and 
when they eventually opened no-one had any mice. I returned home 
disappointed but still had the ten shilling note. Cardiff Central Market is still 
exactly the same today as it was nearly 60 years ago with the pet stalls upstairs. 
Needless to say, my parents were very relieved on my return and bought me a 
pet rabbit shortly afterwards. At that time, not long after the end of rationing post-
war, people had no washing machines, fridges or televisions. My mother washed 
our clothes in a boiling tub that she stirred with the “boiling stick”. On Sundays, 
we polished our shoes and set off for church where I sang in the choir. Boys 
always wore shorts until they went to the big school at the age of twelve. On 
Mothering Sunday we had a special afternoon service where we went to church 
and each of us received a posy of violets to give to our mothers. At Whitson we 
all went on the ‘Whitson Treat’ which was held at a playing field for games. 

There was no mass air travel and people didn’t go on foreign holidays, in fact we 
only once went on holiday and that was to a caravan park near a beach. 
Otherwise each summer we visited our grandparents who lived in Hampshire. It 
took all day to get there as there was no Severn Bridge and we had to travel up 
to Gloucester before we could cross the Severn River. There were no motorways 
then and if we got stuck behind a lorry the journey would drag on a lot longer on 
the narrow roads. 

I first saw a television when I was nine years old. I was invited to my friend Glyn’s 
house to watch Robin Hood after school one day. The curtains were drawn and 
the light switched off so we could watch the tint screen housed in a wooded case, 
in black and white, needless to say. Fathers went out to work and mothers would 
do the house work and look after the children. I don’t remember fathers being 
involved with children or housework, unlike today. At Christmas we had a 
Christmas tree, although there were no electric fairy lights then, and we awoke 
on Christmas morning to open our stockings, which were socks filled with 
tangerines, walnuts and such things as a ‘matchbox’ car or a notebook and 
pencil. We each had a present under the Christmas tree but nothing like the 
quantity of gifts people receive in the present day. In 1960 we moved to Australia 
and a new world of modernity and affluence began. 

Peter Gardener 
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STREET LIGHTING IN CWMDU 

In 1983, Hywel Jones wrote to the Talley Community Council expressing concern 
over the poor quality of the street lights in Cwmdu village. The reply he received 
explained that the small number of residents in Cwmdu did not justify the 
additional expense of improving the existing lighting.  

Not satisfied with this response, he composed a poem in October 1983, which 
he sent to the Community Council hoping to persuade them to reconsider. 

Below is a copy of the poem he sent. 

Dear Gentlemen and Ladies 
I write to you again. 
The lighting in my village 
(I’m sorry to complain). 

The siting of our street light, 
Stuck up on corner wall, 
Gives less light that a glow worm 
And is no good at all. 

A new lamp down at Halfway 
For whom? O what a bore. 
My friends, the Apostolics, 
Have seen the light before. 

No money was the answer 
To my first just request, 
But now Cwmdu is famous –  
Film stars and other guests. 

I know you’ve Talley Abbey, 
The lakes, the Smithy too, 
But spare a dime for Cwmdu, 
Your sympathy won’t do. 

‘For long we’ll ask for toilets, 
For visitors to use. 
We’re fed up of them asking 
To use our private “loos”. 
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New footway lighting is a must, 
Your budget can’t escape. 
I know you’ve good intentions, 
Unless I make mistake. 

But firstly a “site meeting” 
To deal with our street light. 
I’ll meet you at your pleasure 
And show to you our plight. 

In November 1983, the then Clerk of the Council, Miss C Janes, sent the following 
letter in response. 

Dear Mr Jones, 

Your humorous poem appertaining to the Cwmdu street lighting was 
much appreciated by my Members at our meeting earlier this week. 

I am directed to respectfully point out that you already have two 
street lamps in Cwmdu village for only five occupied houses, which 
is a far better ratio than appertains in Talley village. 

Whilst we are not in a financial position to provide you with an 
additional street lamp, it was proposed at our meeting that I write to 
the Electricity Board asking them to quote for changing your existing 
lamps for the modern SOX type lantern which will boost your lighting 
level considerably.  

I am also to request that the lamp at present on the Inn wall be 
reaffixed on the Board’s post opposite so as to throw light further 
along the road. 

Although the lights were replaced with more modern types, the one mounted on 
the corner wall of the Inn was never repositioned to the other side of the road. 
We still have just two street lights in Cwmdu. 

Hywel Jones 
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OPERATION JULIE 

Operation Julie was a UK police investigation into the production of LSD by two 
drug rings during the mid-1970s. The operation involved over 800 officers from 
ten police forces over a period of 2½ years and resulted in the break-up of one 
of the largest LSD drug manufacturing operations in the world. 

The two LSD rings broken up by Operation Julie began as one organisation. Its 
founders were David Solomon, an author, and Richard Kemp, a chemist, who 
had first successfully synthesized LSD in 1969. However, being unable to 
distribute effectively the LSD they had made, they recruited people to turn the 
raw material into tablets of accurately measured doses for sale. At that time the 
organisation was based in Cambridge. 

In 1973, the producers and distributors fell out and production ceased for a time. 
Kemp and Solomon set about trying to organise another distribution network and 
moved their LSD production to west Wales. The original distributors established 
their own network from a laboratory that they set up in Hampton Wick, Greater 
London. This meant that there were now two separate functioning drug rings. 

In April 1975, Kemp’s car was involved in an accident near Machynlleth. Kemp 
was known to the Thames Valley Drug Squad as a possible suspect in the drugs 
trade and when police searched his car they found six pieces of paper which, 
after being reconstructed, spelt hydrazine hydrate – a key ingredient in the 
manufacture of LSD. This crucial lead gave police their first vital clue that a drug 
ring was operating in west Wales. 

The discovery in Kemp’s car prompted the establishment of Britain’s first 
combined drug-busting operation. Early in 1976, at a meeting at Brecon, several 
chief constables and senior drug squad officers agreed to mount a multi-force 
operation. Initially the campaign had no name, but later it became known as 
Operation Julie. 

In April 1976, twenty-eight undercover drug squad officers from ten police forces 
were chosen to attend a special course at Devizes in Wiltshire where they were 
trained to go undercover as hippies in Wales. After just one month’s training, the 
undercover police moved into a farmhouse overlooking Kemp’s cottage near 
Tragaron. Initially the locals took them for birdwatchers but as the undercover 
operation progressed from weeks into months it became necessary to adopt 
ploys. In order to divert suspicion the undercover officers staged fights with local 
police, who were unaware of the “hippies’” true identity and down the road in 
Llanddewi Brefi, another group of male officers garnered unwelcome attention 
when they were suspected of being a “gay cult”. This necessitated the  
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introduction of female officers to the undercover operation. One of the first of 
these surveillance officers was Police Sergeant Julie Taylor, and it was her 
Christian Name that was used as the operation’s code name. 

The surveillance team noted that Kemp made regular trips to an old mansion in 
Carno near Llanidloes. The mansion was watched by police from an old caravan 
and people arriving were monitored. When the building was empty the police 
searched the cellar and discovered water samples which chemically matched 
LSD samples that the police had. Kemp’s home was then put under 24-hour 
surveillance and listening devices were secretly installed. 

Although the officers spent most of 1976 undercover in the Welsh countryside, 
disguised as hippies, the operation had its lighter moments. On one occasion 
they were left listening to Radio Cymru for an entire day, when sheep gnawed 
through the cable from the bugging devices they had planted in the house. 

Meanwhile, another police team were investigating the London based LSD 
operation run by the distributors who had split from Kemp’s gang. In late 1976 
they raided the Hampton Wick laboratory and found glass utensils that had been 
secretly marked by police in the factory that produced them in Yorkshire. 

On 26 March 1977, Operation Julie officers swooped on 87 homes in England, 
Wales and France. The gang leaders were caught and a total of 120 suspects 
were arrested. At Kemp’s home a package containing £11,000 was found as well 
as LSD crystals and tablet-making equipment. At Carno, laboratory equipment 
was dug out of a well. A further raid in the Dordogne region in France located 
documents that detailed how immense the Welsh LSD business had become. A 
second search of Kemp’s cottage revealed a large plastic box that contained 
enough LSD crystals to make 6.5 million tablets. 

In 1978, 15 defendants appeared at Bristol Crown Court. It took a month for the 
prosecution to deliver the incriminating evidence. Kemp pleaded guilty and 
received a 13 year jail sentence. In total, the 15 defendants received a combined 
120 years in prison. As a result of the seizure it was estimated the price of LSD 
tabs rose from £1 to £5 each and that Operation Julie had removed 90% of LSD 
from the British market. It is also thought that the LSD produced by the two 
laboratories had been exported to over 100 countries. In total, 1.1 million tablets 
and enough LSD crystal to make a further 6.5 million were discovered and 
destroyed. The total street value of the LSD would have been £7.6 million at 1978 
prices. 

Roger Pike 
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MINING IN TALLEY 

Many villagers know that there was mining in this valley but there has not been 
a full account published, until now. 

The story of mining in this Valley is a small one that has been worth researching 
and I hope is of interest to readers who walk past the remains but do not 
understand what they are seeing. 

The core of our story is that the OS map (SN626335) shows the remains of a 
mine on the slopes of Mynydd Cynros, above the lake road, between “Pen y 
Gareg” and “Cilyllynfawr Farm”. If you stop at the angled gateway you are 
looking up at the mine. The information about the mine beyond this has been 
sparse but it seems to begin with the Talley Abbey. Records indicate that the 
Abbey had an interest in a local mine, which would have been useful for obtaining 
lead for securing masonry and possibly making medicines and paint pigments. 

 
Gateway, showing the platform / foundations of mine working buildings. 

They were fortunate to find lead ore as lead exists in 60 minerals, but only 3 are 
viable and our hills hold valuable galena. So it is likely that the first miners found 
an outcrop of this rock and burrowed into the hill following the lode which was up  
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to 12” thick. They would have ground the ore into powder - similar to grain 
threshing. Then, after piling brushwood or charcoal on level ground, they would 
pile the ore on top. The heat generated by the fire would make the lead melt and 
pool into slabs. This method is described in EZEKIEL 22:19-20, in about 600BC, 
so would have been established practice for the Abbey miners. 

The records go quiet for centuries although there are hints of unofficial mining at 
Dolaucothi in the 1600s so there may well have been small activity also in Talley. 
In 1853 the price of pig lead jumped from £17.77 to £23.40 a ton and by 1856 
reached £24.00 per ton (I have decimalised old currency) The Crimean war was 
good for trade and reduced imports. It is no surprise that we see a mine being 
opened In Talley in 1854 when the Taylors, two spinster sisters, funded mining. 
By 1870 314 tons of lead ore and 54 tons of copper ore had been produced 
without the use of machinery.  

In 1865 the Limited Liability Act was passed and mining moved from “cost book 
schemes”, adventurers in partnership, to the company structure that we 
recognise today. In 1879 the Llansawel Lead Mining Company was formed to 
purchase the mine. This was followed by the Talley Mining Company in 1881 and 
then the Penecarreg Silver–Lead Mining Company also in 1881 (note the 
different spelling). This sequence probably reflects severe under capitalisation, 
which happens when companies spend most of their money buying the mine, 
leaving not enough to operate with. At the same time prices for lead and copper 
dropped by nearly 50%. 

Within the mine new adits (tunnels) had been dug, up to 500 metres into the hill. 
A shaft had to be built above to provide vital ventilation. Cold air came in through 
the adit and warmed, rising up through the shaft and exiting high on the hill. The 
shaft can be seen (capped) SN624333, where there is evidence of buildings 
nearby. Below the adit there are also ruins, probably of a crushing mill. They 
bought a steam engine but it was not used. There were up to 6 lodes worked, 
including Flookan Lode, Copper Lode and South Lode. They mined to 60ft below 
the adit but seem to have mined mostly above the adit. The mine was inspected 
in 1886, with the Inspector of Mines report still available in the Parliamentary 
records. We know that Sir James Drummond allowed the mine to operate on 
condition that no water entered the lower lake and spoiled his fishing. He had a 
trench cut below the road, which then ran below the churchyard, across “Plas” 
field and emptied into the Afon Ddu. If you stand outside “Langwm” and look 
across the lake, the line of the trench is still visible and if you look down from the 
lakeside road the trench is clearly visible for almost a mile. 
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The Penecarreg Company went into liquidation in 1896. There is some 
suggestion that they stopped operating in 1892 and the mine was then kept in 
operation by Henry Ryan Lewis, one of the directors. This may link to descriptions 
in David Williams’s diaries. He worked as a carpenter for Lewis Evans who was 
involved with Carmarthen United and Llanfyrnach mines, and had leased the 
Penegarreg mine where he asked Williams to carry out repairs in 1888. On 28 
November 1905 the London Gazette listed the demise of all 3 companies. 

And since? In 1992 Alun Morgan, who lived in “Porthsely”, by the Abbey, gave 
a talk in the Edwinsford Arms, about his memories of life in the village including 
the mining. He spoke of “Noddfa”, a house near the church, with 3 bedrooms 
housing 13 adults. It seems the miners, day and night shift, slept in the same 
beds. This is the same story often recounted by Bevin Boys in WW2 so must 
have been a very common practice. He also described how in 1975/6 Aneurin 
Morgan lost his retriever down the mine shaft. Roger and Elizabeth who lived at 
Ty Ann Arthur and were members of the South Wales Caving Club, went down 
the shaft and rescued the dog. They reported that there were many tunnels with 
trams still on rails. The picks and shovels were still standing where they had been 
left on the last day, rotting away. 

The shaft has now been capped. The mine has been recorded by several mine 
enthusiasts on their web sites. As I’m writing this in summer, the trees cover the 
ruins so photography has been limited but there are a very good series taken by 
P Knight to be found on www.aditnow.co.uk. Hopefully, my sketches may help 
interested villagers take a new, informed view of a part of their landscape. 

Finally, I have heard of a test adit in Cwmdu and wonder if there are other sites 
readers know of? I would be pleased to hear from anyone who can tell me more 
so we can add them to the recorded history of the valley. 

Acknowledgements: 
Transcript of Alun Morgan’s talk held by Talley History Society 
David Williams Diaries – Clebran – 1996 
Metal Mines of South Wales – G W Hall 1993 – Griffin Publications 
Non Ferrous Mines of South Wales – J R Foster Smith – Northern Mines 

Research Society 

Wyn Edwards 
Phone 01558 685779 
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RECIPE PAGE 

BARA BRITH 

Bara Brith is a favourite Welsh teabread – the name means ‘speckled bread’. It 
is claimed to have been invented by a Welsh chef who added dried fruit and 
spices to a bread dough, creating the first version of the traditional Welsh tea 
loaf. The name has subsequently been used in the colloquialism – to “over spice 
the bara brith”, which means to do something to excess. Bara brith is usually 
made with a yeast dough by bakers but the recipe below doesn’t require yeast 
and uses a quick-mix method, but the soaking in Step 1 is best left overnight. 

In 2006, the Morrisons supermarket chain withdrew bara brith from sale in 19 of 
its Welsh based stores. Complaints were printed in the Welsh press, but the 
company insisted that the bread was removed because of lack of sales. This view 
was supported by a survey conducted by Sainsbury’s in the same year which 
showed that 36% of teenagers in Wales surveyed had never tried bara brith. 
When responses across the UK were viewed, over 85% of teenagers had never 
even heard of the traditional Welsh bread. 

Ingredients  

2 tea bags 
330ml (11 fl oz) boiling water 
225g (8 oz) mixed dried fruit 
170g (6 oz) self-raising white flour 
170g (6 oz) self-raising wholemeal flour 
1 teaspoon baking powder 
1 teaspoon ground mixed spice 
55g (2 oz) light muscovado sugar 
100g (3 ½ oz) chopped walnuts (optional) 
1 egg, beaten 

Method 

1. Place the tea bags in a heatproof jug, pour in the boiling water, stir and 
leave to infuse for 3–4 minutes. Put the dried fruit in a bowl. Remove the 
tea bags, squeezing them over the jug, and pour the tea over the fruit. 
Cover and set aside to soak for at least 5 hours or preferably overnight. 

2. Preheat the oven to 160 C / Gas 3. Grease and line a 900g (2 lb) loaf tin.  

3. Sift the white and wholemeal flours, baking powder and spice into a bowl, 
tipping in any bran left in the sieve. Stir in the sugar, baking powder, 
mixed spice and chopped nuts (if you want a nutty taste). 
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4. Pour in the soaked dried fruit, scraping in all the liquid from the bowl, and 

add the beaten egg. Lightly mix until thoroughly combined. The mixture 
should be soft enough to drop easily off the spoon. Add 2 to 3 teaspoons 
more hot water if needed. 

5. Spoon the mixture into the prepared tin and spread it out evenly.  

6. Bake for about 75 minutes or until the loaf is well risen and firm, cracked 
along the middle and browned on top. Cover loosely with foil for the last 
20 minutes of baking if it is becoming too brown. 

7. Leave to cool in the tin for about 5 minutes, then turn out onto a wire rack 
to cool completely.  

8. Serve it thickly sliced and lightly spread with butter or soft cheese. 

This teabread tastes particularly good if it is left for 1 to 2 days before eating. It 
can be kept, in a polythene bag in a cool place, for about 5 days. 

 

PICE’R PREGETHWR 

These pikelets can be cooked on a hot griddle or non-stick pan. They can be 
topped with butter, syrup or jam. 

Ingredients  

110g (4 oz) plain flour 
2 eggs, beaten 
85g (3 oz) butter or margarine, melted 
240ml (½ pint) milk 

Method 

1. Mix the flour, eggs, melted butter and milk with a fork or a whisk, until 
there are no lumps. 

2. Spoon some of the batter (a few tablespoons) into a lightly greased, 
hot pan; when the pancake starts to bubble, turn it over with a spatula 
or fish slice. 

3. When they are cooked, place them on a plate and keep warm in the 
oven while you cook the remaining batter. 
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HOW DID WE VOTE? 

In the Referendum on 23 June, the UK voted to leave the European Community. 
Below is a breakdown of the results of the voting in Carmarthenshire, in Wales 
and across the UK. 

Carmarthenshire 

No of votes for LEAVE EU  55,381 

No of votes to REMAIN in EU  47,654 

Percentage voting to LEAVE  53.7 % 

Percentage voting to REMAIN  46.3 % 

Turnout    74.1 % 

No of Counting Areas   1 

All of Wales 

No of votes for LEAVE EU  854,572 

No of votes to REMAIN in EU  772,347 

Percentage voting to LEAVE  51.7 % 

Percentage voting to REMAIN  48.3 % 

Turnout    71.7 % 

No of Areas voting LEAVE  19 

No of Areas voting REMAIN  4 

UK as a whole 

No of votes for LEAVE EU  17,410,742 

No of votes to REMAIN in EU  16,141,241 

Percentage voting to LEAVE  51.9 % 

Percentage voting to REMAIN  48.1 % 

Turnout    72.2 % 

No of Areas voting LEAVE  281 

No of Areas voting REMAIN  101 
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THE CASTLES OF CARMARTHENSHIRE                          (part 1) 

Wales, sometimes described as the “castle capital of the world”, has had in 
excess of 500 castles at various times in its history. Many of the earliest ones 
were really just fortified hilltops or other commanding locations. Some were 
rudimentary timber constructions, while others were simply wooden balustrades 
protecting a particular position; and most have now returned to nature, leaving 
only ditches, mounds and earthworks to show their original sites. Talley Castle is 
one such example. Later castles were made of stone and of these over 100 are 
still standing, either as ruins or as restored buildings. Many of the castle sites in 
Wales are cared for by CADW, the Welsh Government’s historic environment 
service. 

This short series of articles looks at the remaining ten castles in Carmarthenshire. 

 

CARMARTHEN CASTLE 

The castle at Carmarthen 
overlooks the River Twyi and 
must have dominated the 
medieval town. It is believed 
that it was built by the Norman 
William Fitz Baldwin in the 
11th century. The castle 
evidently became important 
early on and passed into the 
hands of the crown when 
Carmarthen became the 
administrative centre of 
south-west Wales. During the turbulent struggles between the Welsh and English 
in the 12th and 13th centuries the castle underwent a series of attacks and 
rebuilding episodes. It was captured and destroyed in 1215 by Llywelyn the 
Great, then re-captured and rebuilt in 1223 by William Marshal, earl of Pembroke, 
when the massive stone defences that remain today were added. 

In 1275 there was a dungeon, a great tower, a gatehouse, hall, kitchen and 
chapel, all of which apparently needed repair, so in 1288-9 much rebuilding took 
place; this probably included the construction of the stone curtain wall. Further 
buildings were added in the 14th century, including the present gatehouse and 
the south-west tower. The castle remained important in the 15th century and 
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required considerable repair after being sacked by Owain Glyndwr in 1405. By 
1456, Edmund Tewdwr (father of Henry VII) had gained possession of 
Carmarthen Castle as the king’s representative, but he died there in that year. 
The castle became the county prison in 1789 and the rebuilding of the gaol in 
1869 effectively destroyed the open space of the outer ward. Today, the ruins 
are dominated by the adjacent Council Offices. 

 

 

DINEFWR CASTLE  

One mile west of Llandeilo, 
the 11th century Dinefwr 
Castle overlooks the River 
Tywi and has a very easily 
defendable steep drop to the 
river of several hundred feet. 
It was first constructed on this 
site by Rhodri the Great, but 
no remains from this period 
have been found. Dinefwr 
later became the chief seat of 
Rhodri’s grandson Hywel 
Dda, the first ruler of Deheubarth and later king of most of Wales. Dinefwr 
became the stronghold of the princes of Deheubarth and in the 12th Century was 
held by Rhys ap Gruffydd (the Lord Rhys), the most powerful of the Welsh princes 
at that time. 

The earliest reference to a castle at Dinefwr is from the period of Rhys ap 
Gruffydd, who was able to withstand the power of the Anglo-Norman lords of the 
March, supported on occasion by the intervention of Henry II. Rhys was then able 
to take advantage of the king’s more conciliatory policy in the period after 1171 
to maintain stable authority for many years. Deheubarth flourished over a period 
of relative peace and general harmony, with Welsh culture, religious life, legal 
and administrative affairs, all benefiting from Rhys’s patronage and self-assured 
governance.  

Following the death of the Lord Rhys in 1197, his sons contested the succession 
to the kingdom of Deheubarth. Rhys had probably intended that his eldest 
legitimate son, Gruffydd ap Rhys, should inherit the kingdom but his claim  
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was challenged by Rhys’ other two sons. A vigorous struggle ensued with castles 
being captured and recaptured in a period of prolonged conflict between the 
brothers. The main beneficiaries of this tragic struggle within Deheubarth were 
outsiders. The English king, the Anglo-Norman lords of the March and native 
Welsh neighbours all took advantage of the situation. Despite this, it was in these 
decades that Dinefwr achieved its mighty masonry construction before being 
eventually lost to Edward I. 

After the Edwardian conquest, extensive repairs to the castle were carried out 
and additional building work greatly extended it. There are no records of work  
at Dinefwr for the remainder of the Middle Ages and it appears that from the  
15th century the old site was abandoned in favour of the more convenient 
situation of the first Newton house. However, the castle was transformed in the 
late 17th century when the top of the keep was rebuilt to form a summerhouse. 
The southern turret was also equipped with a roof and a tiled floor and the castle 
became the focus for summer visits and picnics. The earthworks surrounding the 
castle were altered to allow easier access from Newton House. However, by the 
late 18th century both roofs had been destroyed by fire and the castle was largely 
abandoned to nature.  

 

 

LLANDOVERY CASTLE 

Although a simple structure in 
comparison with other Welsh 
castles, Llandovery castle’s 
location on a rocky hillock 
overlooking the winding River 
Bran (now partially diverted) 
would have made it difficult to 
attack. In 1116, the Norman 
Richard Fitz Pons began 
construction of the motte and 
bailey, then known as the 
“castle of Cantref Bychan”. 
Shortly afterwards, the Welsh, led by Gruffydd ap Rhys, attacked and destroyed 
the outer bailey. However, the Normans retained control of the castle until 1158, 
when the Lord Rhys successfully seized it. Over the following years, control of 
Llandovery Castle not only alternated between the Welsh and the English, but  
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the sons of the Lord Rhys also fought each other for command of their father’s 
possessions. In 1277, Llandovery Castle finally fell to Edward I, and the English 
monarchs continued to control the stronghold until its demise, with the brief 
exception of a few months in 1282 when Llywelyn the Last captured it. 

Much of Llandovery Castle’s surviving masonry dates from the refortification that 
occurred after Llywelyn’s death. Edward I ordered the castle to be strengthen in 
order to secure it from further Welsh attacks. A stone curtain wall (of which little 
has survived) and an impressive D-shaped tower were added. After 1282, little 
else of historic consequence occurred at the building. Though neglected from 
then onward, Llandovery Castle was strong enough to be targeted by Owain 
Glyndwr during his rebellion in the early 1400’s. But, after Cromwell’s victory in 
the English Civil War, the aging stronghold was slighted and rendered completely 
useless. Although now in ruins, traces of the tower and gatehouse are still visible, 
as are the grass-covered foundations of other structures, probably domestic 
buildings (such as halls and kitchens) which dominated the bailey. 

Roger Pike 

(To be continued) 

 

 

DEBT HELP ON YOUR DOORSTEP 

When financial trouble hits, it’s easy to feel 
alone. It can seem like no one can help or that 
no one wants to. Local debt counselling charity 
Christians Against Poverty (CAP) really can 
help and hundreds of people call each week to 
begin their journey towards financial freedom. 

“In East Carmarthenshire, six churches, 
in partnership with Christians Against 
Poverty, have set up a centre for those 
overwhelmed by debt. We are here to 
help”, says Centre Manager Ian Tame. 

 

St Teilo Llandeilo, Ammanford Evangelical, Elim Community Church Ammanford, 
St Michael Talley, St Sawel Llansawel and St David Abergorlech have set up a 
partnership with the charity Christians Against Poverty to bring its award-winning  
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service to our area.  

In our society, a lot of poverty is debt-related so our congregations have been 
working hard to open a CAP centre to help get people back on track. The new 
branch in East Carmarthenshire will join two other busy centres in Swansea and 
Pembrokeshire.  

Experience has shown that there is always a way out and no debt is too big or 
too small to deal with. In fact, if you are experiencing debt problems then you can 
get free, expert advice without even leaving your house. The service is available 
to anyone regardless of faith, gender or background. CAP negotiates with 
creditors and supports people right up until they are debt free. 

Peter and Bridget from Wrexham went through a very dark time 
when they fell into debt due to long term illness. They were in serious 
trouble with their mortgage and were about to be evicted and made 
homeless. They argued, skipped meals and even both tried to 
commit suicide. Thankfully, with CAP, they have managed to get 
their lives back on track. “Two years ago we didn’t know where we 
were or where the next meals were coming from. CAP was a light at 
the end of the tunnel. It took us three years to become debt free. My 
advice to others is to go with them. They are there to help.” – 
Bridget. 

In the UK, there are 290 CAP Debt Centres. The new East Carmarthenshire 
centre means that local people can now access the service, which is 
recommended by TV’s Money Saving Expert, Martin Lewis. 

East Carmarthenshire CAP Centre Manager, Ian Tame, said “Every week we 
see people who think that there is no way out of their money problems and every 
week we offer them a solution that really works. If you are struggling with debt 
then there is hope. We can help you.”  

To find out more, call Christians Against Poverty free on 0800 328 0006 or visit 
their website www.capuk.org 

Christians Against Poverty is a registered charity: Number 1097217 (England 
and Wales) and Number SC038776 (Scotland). 
CAP is a Company Limited by Guarantee, registered in England and Wales 
(number 4655175) and authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority (registration number 413528). 

Ian Tame 
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TWO PIECES FROM CWMDU 

Hywel Jones has kindly submitted the two compositions below, both written by 
Gwyn y Gof in 1959. 

ONE NOT SO HAPPY WANDERER 

One of Caleb Price’s sheep, while wandering, died on Bwlch y Rhyd Talley 

farmland. Tom Bwlch y Rhyd telephoned Caleb to ask him to come and bury the 

dead sheep. Two days passed and there was no sign of Caleb. Crows had started 

feasting on the dead sheep. On the third morning Tom telephoned Caleb again 

and told him if he had not arrived by noon the Police in Llansawel would be 

notified. Shortly before noon Caleb arrived, but without any tools, so he asked 

Tom if he could borrow a spade. He dug about eighteen inches in preparation for 

the burial of the dead sheep. Tom was not satisfied and told Caleb he must dig 

deeper or he would phone the police. 

The story got back to Gwyn y Gof and the following is his composition. 

In Bwlch y Rhyd there is a graveyard, 

To bury sheep of Caleb Price. 

He cannot bury nothing in them 

’Til Policeman is in sight. 

Policeman stands with heavy truncheon 

And revolver and six stripes 

To see that nothing was laid in them 

’Til the grave was putted right. 

Caleb laid down arms and shouted, 

And he shouted very loud, 

That he had never buried nothing 

‘Til they were six feet in the ground. 

I have been a good sheep shepherd 

And have not grazed my neighbour’s neither. 
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ON THE WAY TO HEAVEN 

Gwyn y Gof dreamt one night that he had died and gone to Heaven. During the 

journey to Heaven he walked along an extremely long road that was similar to a 

farm track. After having walked for several hours he felt tired and sat down on a 

boulder and nodded off. He woke up suddenly when he heard a noise in the 

distance. He recognised the noise immediately as Caleb Price’s lorry. He got up 

and saw Caleb. Caleb stopped and asked Gwyn where he was going. He said 

he was on the way to Heaven. Caleb told him that he was going there too and 

asked Gwyn to jump in the lorry. As they were travelling, Caleb sang about his 

mission. 

The following is Gwyn’s composition.  

I’ve got a lorry on the road 

To carry Angels home. 

I can see the destination 

And I won’t have transportation. 

I’m on the way to Heaven. Follow me. 

And when arrived in Heaven 

To see the Pedr Son, 

I won’t have any punish 

For mistakes that I have done. 

You will read the news tomorrow, 

With the headlines on the top, 

“Caleb arrived in Heaven 

Without having to stop.” 

Think about the verses, (Bible) 

Read them line by line, 

“Caleb home in Heaven 

And having jolly time”. 
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WELSH WINE 

Originally the term ‘British Wine’ was generally used for wine made in Britain from 
grape juice or concentrate from anywhere in the world. Technically, it is not wine 
in the legal sense because true wine must be produced from freshly pressed 
grapes. The most common product made as British Wine was a medium or sweet 
high-strength wine that is similar to sherry and was formerly known as British 
Sherry. Although the United Kingdom is a major consumer of wine, it is only a 
very minor producer, with English and Welsh wine sales combined accounting 
for just 1% of the domestic market. 

In the 18th century, the Methuen Treaty of 1703 imposed high duties on French 
wine. This led to the UK becoming a main consumer of sweet fortified wines like 
sherry, port, and Madeira from Spain and Portugal. Fortified wines became 
popular because unlike regular wine, they did not spoil after the long journey to 
Britain. 

However, small quantities of wine were being produced in southern Britain by the 
early 19th century, but the industry suffered major set-backs. Powdery Mildew, 
brought back with the Explorers of New America, devastated many vines and 
when Lord Palmerston cut the tax on imported wines from one shilling to two 
pence in 1860 locally produced wines could not compete with superior foreign 
products that could be bought at a lower cost. British winemaking was brought to 
an end with the onset of the First World War, when the use of land for crops and 
food took priority over wine production. Grapes were not grown again 
commercially until after the Second World War. 

Today, wine from the United Kingdom is classified as either ‘English Wine’ or 
‘Welsh Wine’, depending on the location of the vineyard where the grapes were 
grown. Traditionally seen as struggling with an unhelpfully cold climate, the 
Welsh wine industry has been helped by the warmer summers over recent years 
and it is speculated that global warming may encourage major growth in the 
future.  

Welsh vineyards were first planted by the Romans, who had a particular liking for 
red wine and winemaking continued at least to the time of the Normans, although 
much of what was being produced was used for communion wine at the 
Eucharist. It was not until the 1970s that modern vineyards were planted in Wales 
with the intention of creating specific Welsh wines to compete with those made 
in England and elsewhere. Despite a slow start, by September 2005, according 
to the Wine Standards Board, Wales had 24 operational vineyards, producing  
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over 100,000 bottles of wine a year, primarily white but a few reds. One vineyard 
has since closed and some of those remaining combine their winemaking 
business with the provision of holiday accommodation. 

There are three vineyards in the north of the country (Llanbadrig Vineyard, 
Cemaes Bay on Anglesey; Gwinllan Vineyard, Llandudno Junction in Conwy and 
Pant Du Vineyard, Caernarfon in Gwynedd) but the majority are further south 
where the soil and climate conditions are more suitable. By far the most popular 
region is the Vale of Glamorgan, where there are eight (Bryn Ceiliog Vineyard in 
Leckwith; Croffta Vineyard in Pontyclun; Gelynis Vineyard in Morganstown; 
Llanerch Vineyard in Hensol; Lonisaf Vineyard in Swansea and three in 
Cowbridge – Glyndŵr Vineyard, Great House Vineyard & Meadow View 
Vineyard). 

Monmouthshire is almost as popular, with six (Ancre Hill Vineyard in Monmouth; 
Monnow Valley Vineyard in Osbaston; Parva Farm Vineyard in Tintern; Sugar 
Loaf Vineyard in Abergavenny; Wernddu Vineyard in Penyclawdd and White 
Castle Vineyard in Abergavenny), while Powys can boast three (Vyrnwy Vineries 
in Oswestry and two in Newtown – Montgomery Vineyard & Penarth Vineyard). 
The remaining three are Llaethliw Vineyard in Aberaeron, Ceredigion; Cwm Deri 
Vineyard in Narberth, Pembrokeshire and Jabajak Vineyard in Whitland, 
Carmarthenshire. 

The Carmarthenshire vineyard is one of the younger ones in Wales. The Stuart-
Robson family bought Banc-y-Llain, a run-down small holding near Whitland, in 
1998 and renovations started immediately on the farmhouse (known locally as 
the White House) despite the family working abroad. They wanted to start a 
family business together and contribute to the local economy and chose the 
name JABAJAK after their family members – Julian, Amanda, Buddug and 
Joanna, Alexandra, Katie. After converting the farm buildings into a restaurant 
with rooms for guests in 2004, they added a vineyard in 2007. Nearly 2000 
assorted vines were planted that year by members of the family and in 2013 they 
harvested their first (albeit small) crop of grapes. The following year’s harvest 
was sufficient to enable their first wine to be produced. Since then they have 
become a successful and award-winning wine producer. Because of the historic 
link between David Adams, who farmed part of Banc-y-Llain before moving to 
America, and his descendants John Adams (second President of USA) and John 
Quincy Adams (sixth President), the first Jabajak wine was sold under the name 
“The White House”. 

Roger Pike 
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ORDERS OF MAGNITUDE 

In mathematics 10n  means a one followed by n noughts. While this nomenclature 

is widely used and understood by scientists and engineers, artists and 
businesses prefer to use specific names for the various orders of magnitude. 
Numbers up to a hundred million have always been universally agreed upon, but 
the names of larger quantities varied from country to country. In British English, 
a billion used to be equivalent to a million million (i.e. 1,000,000,000,000), while 
in American English it has always been equated to just a thousand million  
(i.e. 1,000,000,000). Similarly, in Britain, a trillion used to mean a million million 
million (i.e. 1,000,000,000,000,000,000), while in America it was taken as a 
million million (i.e. 1,000,000,000,000). In 1974, to avoid unnecessary confusion 
and misunderstanding (particularly in financial matters) the UK government 
decided to adopt the American definitions of these larger quantities. The table 
below shows the values now accepted universally. 

 Value Name 

100 1 One 

101 10 Ten 

102 100 Hundred 

103 1,000 Thousand 

104 10,000 Ten thousand 

105 100,000 Hundred thousand 

106 1,000,000 Million 

107 10,000,000 Ten million 

108 100,000,000 Hundred million 

109 1,000,000,000 Billion 

1010 10,000,000,000 Ten billion 

1011 100,000,000,000 Hundred billion 

1012 1,000,000,000,000 Trillion 

1013 10,000,000,000,000 Ten trillion 

1014 100,000,000,000,000 Hundred trillion 

1015 1,000,000,000,000,000 Quadrillion 

1016 10,000,000,000,000,000 Ten quadrillion 

1017 100,000,000,000,000,000 Hundred quadrillion 

1018 1,000,000,000,000,000,000 Quintillion 

Roger Pike 
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FAMOUS PEOPLE FROM WALES  (part 3) 

RICHARD BURTON 

The man who would become actor 
Richard Burton was born Richard Walter 
Jenkins on 10 November 1925 in 
Pontrhydfen, South Wales. He was the 
twelfth child of an impoverished coal 
miner and lost his mother when he was 
two years old, when he was taken under 
the wing of Philip Burton, a teacher  
who became the boy’s guardian and 
introduced him to the world of theatre. 
Jenkins took the Burton surname and 
made his London acting debut as a Welsh 
youngster in the play The Druid’s Rest. 
Burton earned a scholarship to attend 
Oxford University and later joined the Royal Air Force during war time. 

After leaving the military in 1947, he resumed his stage work and became known 
for his remarkable voice. Burton made his film debut with the production of The 
Last Days of Dolwyn in 1949, the same year in which he married actress Sybil 
Williams; the couple eventually had two daughters. He went on to work in more 
than 40 films and entered into a contract with Fox studios where he earned his 
first Academy Award nomination as supporting actor in My Cousin Rachel in 
1952. The following year he received an Oscar for his performance in The Robe. 
Burton had continued his stage performances during this period as well, working 
with the Old Vic and Royal Shakespeare companies, moving to Broadway in 
1960 to star in Camelot. 

In the early 1960s, Burton met actress Elizabeth Taylor on the set of Cleopatra. 
Taylor said that Burton was recovering from a hangover and, because of his 
trembling hands, she had to hold his coffee to his lips. Although each was married 
at the time, the two embarked on a relationship that was met with scorn from 
traditional institutions and the couple’s romantic tribulations and luxury-item 
escapades were covered in tabloid newspapers for years to come. After having 
divorced their respective spouses, the couple married in 1964 and worked in 11 
films together, earning millions of pounds for their film roles. Burton received 
seven Academy Award nominations for his work. 
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Burton continued to drink heavily. His marriage to Taylor was noted for its 
volatility and storminess, with both performers battling substance addictions. The 
two were divorced in 1974, but were then reconciled and remarried in 1975 in 
Botswana, only to divorce again the following year. Burton then went on to marry 
model Suzy Hunt in 1976. In 1980, Burton returned to the New York stage in a 
revival of Camelot, though his performance was curtailed due to the effects of 
medication for spinal pain; he left the play to have surgery. Then, in 1983, he and 
Taylor returned to working together in Noel Coward’s Private Lives. 
Burton died on 5 August, 1984, at the age of 58, from a brain haemorrhage at his 
home in Céligny, Switzerland. He was survived by Sally Hay Burton, his fourth 
wife, who continued to manage the estate.  

* * * * * * * * * * 

 
BERTRAND RUSSELL 

Bertrand Arthur William Russell, 3rd Earl 
Russell, was born on 18 May 1872 at 
Trellech, Monmouthshire, into an 
influential and liberal family; the 
youngest of three children. In 1874 his 
mother died of diphtheria, followed 
shortly by his sister’s death. Two years 
later his father died of bronchitis. 
Bertrand and his elder brother were 
placed in the care of their staunchly 
Victorian paternal grandparents. His 
grandfather, former Prime Minister Earl 
Russell, died in 1878, but left the six-year 
old Russell with a life-long interest in 
politics, 

Russell’s adolescence was very lonely. He often contemplated suicide, but his 
wish to know more about mathematics kept him from it. He was educated at home 
by a series of tutors and, at age 11, he was introduced to the works of Euclid and 
Percy Bysshe Shelley, which transformed his life. Russell claimed that beginning 
at age 15, he spent considerable time thinking about the validity of Christian 
religious dogma, which he found very unconvincing. He came to the conclusion 
that there is no free will and, two years later, that there is no life after death. 
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Finally, at the age of 18, he became an atheist. 

In 1890 Russell won a scholarship to read Mathematical at Cambridge, and while 
at university met the American Quaker Alys Pearsall Smith and, contrary to his 
grandmother’s wishes, married her in 1894. It was a hollow shell of a marriage 
and they finally divorced in 1921. During this period, Russell had passionate (and 
often simultaneous) affairs with a number of women. 

Russell began his publishing work in 1896 with German Social Democracy, a 
study in politics that was an early indication of his lifelong interest in political and 
social theory. He attended the International Congress of Philosophy in Paris in 
1900 and three years later published The Principles of Mathematics, in which he 
advanced a thesis of logicism, that mathematics and logic are one and the same. 
In 1913 he was co-author of the three-volume Principia Mathematica, which 
made Russell world-famous in his field. 

During the First World War, Russell was one of the few people to engage in active 
pacifist activities, one of which landed him with a £100 fine, which he refused to 
pay in the hope that he would be sent to prison. However, his friends auctioned 
some of his books to pay the fine. A later conviction for publicly lecturing against 
inviting the US to enter the war on Britain’s side resulted in six months’ 
imprisonment. After the war Russell, with his lover Dora Black, visited several 
countries (including Russia, China, Japan & USA) to observe their political 
systems and give lectures to university students. 

At the start of World War II, he opposed rearmament against Nazi Germany, but 
in 1940 changed his view that avoiding a full-scale world war was more important 
than defeating Hitler. He concluded that Adolf Hitler taking over all of Europe 
would be a permanent threat to democracy. After the war Russell participated in 
many broadcasts for the BBC, on various topical and philosophical subjects. He 
also continued to give lectures and, while traveling to one, his aeroplane crashed 
in the sea. Russell survived and said he owed his life to smoking, since the people 
who drowned were in the non-smoking part of the plane. 

He was a prolific writer who published over 70 books, including a three-volume 
autobiography, and in 1950 was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature. Russell 
died of influenza on 2 February 1970 at his home in Penrhyndeudraeth, 
Merionethshire. His body was cremated in Colwyn Bay three days later and, in 
accordance with his will, there was no religious ceremony; his ashes were 
scattered over the Welsh mountains later that year. He left an estate valued at 
the time of over £70,000. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
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GEORGE HERBERT 

George Herbert was born into an artistic and 
wealthy Welsh family on 3 April, 1593, in 
Montgomery Castle, Powys. He was one of ten 
children. In his short life he was a university 
orator, Member of Parliament, ordained priest 
and religious poet and writer, although his work 
was not published during his lifetime. 

When he was just 3 years old his father died 
and his mother moved the family to England, 
where she became a patron of the poet  
and clergyman John Donne. Herbert soon 
displayed his own gift for poetry, penning his 
earliest known work in her honour after her 
marriage to Sir John Danvers in 1609. 

Herbert studied at Westminster School and then attended Trinity College, 
Cambridge, where he further demonstrated his writing talents. He earned his 
bachelor’s degree in 1613 and his master’s degree in 1616. Herbert remained 
with the university after graduation as a Fellow before becoming its public orator 
in 1620. He originally went to university with the intention of becoming a priest, 
but when eventually he became the University’s Public Orator he attracted the 
attention of King James I. With the king’s encouragement, in 1624 and briefly in 
1625 he served in the English Parliament. 

After the death of the king, Herbert’s interest in ordained ministry was renewed. 
In his mid-thirties he gave up his secular ambitions and took holy orders to be 
ordained a priest in 1625. His mother died in 1627 and he expressed his grief in 
verse, penning several poems in tribute to her. He also resigned his post at 
Cambridge that same year. He married Jane Danvers in 1629. 

Herbert devoted himself to religion from 1630 by taking responsibility for the 
parish of Lower Bemerton in Wiltshire, where he spent the final three years of his 
life. While dying from tuberculosis, he sent a collection of his poems to his friend 
Nicholas Ferrar. Herbert passed away on 1 March, 1633, just a few weeks before 
his 40th birthday. Shortly after his death Ferrar had the poems published in a 
book entitled The Temple: Sacred Poems and Private Ejaculations. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
(to be continued)                                                        Researched by Roger Pike 
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PUZZLE PAGE 

SUDOKU 

Complete the grid by placing one number between 1 and 9 in the empty boxes 
such that every horizontal row, every vertical column and each 9-box square 
contains all the digits from 1 to 9 inclusive. 
 
The answer will appear in the next issue of the Newsletter. 
 

5  4 8  1 3   

7 1       9 

     7 8 4  

2   5    6  

  7  6  1   

 6    9   3 

 5 2 3      

    7   5 2 

  6 1  5 4   
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THE SOMME 

This year, 2016, marks the centenary 
of the Battle of the Somme, one of 
the most significant and terrible 
battles of the First World War. This 
battle lasted for five months, from 
July 1st to November 18th 1916, and 
was fought in the region of the river 
Somme in northern France. It began 
with the Battle of Mametz Wood, 
which was commemorated recently 
to mark the success of the 38th 
Division of the Royal Welch Fusiliers, 
volunteers who captured the wood 
from the experienced Prussian 
soldiers, but with great loss of life. 

The Battle of the Somme has a 
special significance for our family as 
my mother’s only two brothers were 
killed in the First World War. ‘The 
boys’ as my mother referred to them 
very often were university students 
and our Grandparents and my 
mother, as a young girl, had made 
many sacrifices in order that they 
could receive a university education. 
Jack – John Talley Evans – was a 
student (of English) at the University 
College of Wales, Cardiff and Tom – 
Thomas Evans – a Divinity student at 
Glasgow University. 

When conscription was introduced 
they were ‘called up’ – Jack to the 
38th Division, 2nd Battalion of the 
Royal Welch Fusiliers, and at 23 
years of age was killed at the Battle 
of the Somme on November, 7th  
 

 

 

Y SOMME 

Mae’r flwyddyn hon, 2016, yn nodi 
canmlwyddiant Brwydr y Somme, un 
o frwydrau nodedig ac ofnadwy y 
Rhyfel Byd Cyntaf. Parhaodd y 
frwydr am bum mis o Orffennaf 1taf 

tan fis Tachwedd 18fed, 1916 yn ardal 
yr afon Somme yng ngogledd 
Ffrainc. Dechreuodd gyda Brwydr 
Coed Mametz, a gofnodwyd yn 
ddiweddar i nodi llwyddiant 38ain 
Adran y Fiwsilwyr Brenhinol 
Cymreig, gwirfoddolwyr a gipiodd y 
goedwig hon o ddwylo’r milwyr 
Almeinig profiadol ond gyda 
cholledion enfawr. 

Mae gan Frwydr y Somme 
arwyddocâd arbennig i’n teulu ni 
oherwydd lladdwyd dau frawd fy 
mam yn y Rhyfel Byd Cyntaf. ‘Roedd 
y ddau ohonynt yn fyfyrwyr yn y 
brifysgol ac ’roedd fy nhad-cu a’m 
mam-gu a mam wedi aberthu llawer 
er mwyn iddynt fanteisio ar addysg 
prifysgol. Yr oedd Jack – John Talley 
Evans – yn fyfyriwr Saesneg yng 
Ngholeg Prifysgol Cymru, Caerdydd 
a Tom – Thomas Evans, yn fyfyriwr 
Diwinyddol ym mhrifysgol Glasgow.  

Cawsant eu galw i’r fyddin – Jack i 
ymuno â’r 38ain Adran 2il Gatrawd y 
Fisilwyr Brenhinol Cymreig. Cafodd 
Jack ei ladd yn 23 mlwydd oed ym 
Mrwydr y Somme a chofnodir ei enw 
ar gofgolofn Thiepval, lle cofnodir 
dros 72,000 o enwau’r milwyr nad 
oes ganddynt fedd – rhai a gollwyd  
 

 



Y Llychau 

- 35 - 

 

 
Thomas Evans 

1916; he is one of ‘the lost’ – the 
soldiers with no known grave and 
whose names are inscribed on the 
Thiepval memorial where there are 
over 72,000 names of ‘the lost’ 
recorded. The Thiepval memorial 
was featured on the television 
recently where the Battle of Mametz 
Wood was commemorated during a 
service there on July 1st. 

Tom was a gunner with the Royal 
Field Artillery, and was wounded in 
battle, captured as a prisoner of war 
on March, 16th 1918 and died of his 
wounds on April, 28th 1918. He was 
29 years of age. Tom is buried in the 
Roisel Communal Cemetery 
Extension – the military cemetery in 
the peaceful village of Roisel near 
Peronne, 70 miles north of Paris. 

My sister, Gwyneth, and family had 
visited Tom’s grave in Roisel and the  
 

 

 

 
John Talley Evans 

fel y’u gelwir. Gwelsom gofgolofn 
Thiepval ar y teledu yn ddiweddar 
pan gynhaliwyd gwasanaeth 
arbennig yno i nodi Brwydr Coed 
Mametz ar Orffennaf, 1taf. 

Yr oedd Tom yn gynnwr gyda’r 
Magnelau Maes Brenhinol; cafodd ei 
glwyfo mewn brwydr a’i gadw’n 
garcharor rhyfel lle bu farw o’i 
anafiadau ar Ebrill, 28ain, 1918. 
’Roedd yn 29 mlwydd oed. Fe’i 
claddwyd ym mhentref Roisel yn  
y Roisel Communal Cemetary 
Extension, y fynwent filitaraidd ym 
mhentref tawel Roisel ger Peronne, 
70 milltir i’r gogledd o Baris. 

Bu fy chwaer, Gwyneth a’i theulu yn 
ymweld â bedd Tom yn Roisel a 
chofgolofn Thiepval rai blynyddoedd 
yn ôl a theithiodd John, Catrin a mi 
ym mis Gorffennaf 2006 ar daith 
arbennig i weld y mynwentydd a  
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Thiepval memorial some years ago 
and John, Catrin and I travelled to 
France in July 2006, the 90th 
anniversary of the Battle of the 
Somme. We went on an organised 
tour of the battlefields and 
cemeteries, visiting the imposing 
Thiepval memorial where we saw 
Uncle Jack’s name – Lance 
Sergeant J.T.Evans, high up on one 
of the many pillars there. It was a 
humbling experience, seeing his 
name inscribed amongst more than 
72,000 of ‘the lost’ young men. 

When we arrived at Peronne we 
were very fortunate to be taken out in 
the coach to Roisel to visit Uncle 
Tom’s grave – just John, Catrin and I 
and the kind driver and courier. We 
travelled through vast fields of corn in  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The Thiepval memorial 

maes y gad gan ymweld â chofgolofn 
Thiepval lle gwelsom enw Jack – 
Lance Serjeant J.T.Evans yn uchel  
i fyny ar un o’r pileri. Profiad 
emosiynol oedd gweld ei enw wedi’i 
gerfio ymysg dros 72,000 o’r milwyr 
a gollwyd, y rhai nad oes ganddynt 
fedd. 
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the blazing sun for six miles to Roisel, 
feeling slightly apprehensive about 
locating the grave, despite knowing 
the row and number. As we walked 
through the cemetery entrance we 
could see the registers in a recess in 
the wall and it was an emotional 
experience to see Uncle Tom’s name 
on the register – Gunner Thomas 
Evans, Royal Field Artillery, son of 
John and Elizabeth Evans, Halfway, 
Talley, Llandeilo. John found the 
grave, we took photographs, placed 
a small cross as we had done at 
Thiepval and stood in quiet 
contemplation and prayer for a while. 
The cemetery was peaceful and 
quiet and well maintained by the War 
Graves Commission, with flowers 
growing at the foot of each 
headstone. In this silence it was so 
difficult to imagine the dreadful 
carnage in this area during the war. 

Seeing the boys’ names here, so  
far from home, was a sobering 
experience but we were very proud 
and glad that Gwyneth and I and our 
families had made the journey to the 
memorials – a journey to represent 
our mother who was unable to listen 
to the Last Post as it was too painful 
and whose dream of making the 
pilgrimage to France to see Uncle 
Jack’s name on the Thiepval 
memorial and Uncle Tom’s grave in 
the peaceful village of Roisel was 
never fulfilled. 

It is a comfort to know that their  
 

 

 
Pan gyraeddasom dref Peronne 
buom yn ffodus iawn i gael ein cludo 
i Roisel ar y bws i ymweld â bedd 
Tom – dim ond John, Catrin a mi 
gyda’r gyrrwr a’r tywysydd. Am tua 
chwe milltir gyrron ni trwy aceri o 
gaeau ŷd yn y gwres tanbaid i Roisel 
gan deimlo braidd yn bryderus 
ynglyn â dod o hyd i’r bedd er bod 
manylion rhif y bedd a’r rhes gennym 
ni. Wrth i ni gerdded trwy’r glwyd 
gwelsom y cofrestrau mewn encil yn 
y wal ac roedd dod o hyd i enw Tom 
yn y gofrestr yn ein sobreiddlo – 
Gunner Thomas Evans, Royal Field 
Artillery, son of John and Elizabeth 
Evans, Halfway, Talley, Llandeilo. 
Daeth John o hyd i’r bedd, ac fe 
dynnon ni ychydig o luniau a gosod 
croes fechan fel y gwnaethom yn 
Thiepval ac yna aros am ychydig 
mewn tawelwch a gweddi dawel. Yr 
oedd y fynwent mor llonydd a 
heddychlon ac yn cael ei chadw’n 
daclus gyda blodau’n tyfu wrth droed 
pob carreg fedd. Yn y tawelwch hwn 
anodd oedd dychmygu’r erchylltra a 
fu yn y rhan hon o Ffrainc yn ystod y 
rhyfel mawr. 

’Roedd gweld enwau’r bechgyn yno, 
mor bell o gartref, yn brofiad 
sobreiddiol ond ‘roeddem yn teimlo 
balchder bod Gwyneth a mi a’n 
teuluoedd wedi gwneud y daith i’r 
cofebau – taith a wnaethom er mwyn 
mam na allai byth wrando ar ‘The 
Last Post’ am fod y profiad yn rhy 
boenus iddi ac na wireddwyd ei  
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names are recorded on the War 
Memorial at Talley along with the 
other young men from the parish who 
made the ultimate sacrifice in order 
that we could enjoy our freedom. We 
know that they are not forgotten 
when we hear their names being 
read with great respect at the annual 
Remembrance Day Service at St 
Michael’s Church, Talley. “We will 
remember them”. 

Janet James  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
breuddwyd i deithio i Ffrainc. 

Mae’n hyfryd gwybod bod enwau’r 
bechgyn, Tom a Jack, ar y gofeb yn 
Nhalyllychau ynghyd â’r bechgyn 
ifainc eraill o’r plwyf hwn a wnaeth yr 
aberth fawr er mwyn i ni fwynhau ein 
rhyddid. Nid anghofiwyd amdanynt 
oherwydd darllenir eu henwau gyda 
pharch mawr yng ngwasanaeth Sul y 
Cofio wrth gofeb yn Eglwys Sant 
Mihangel, Talyllychau bob blwyddyn. 
“Yn anghof ni chant fod”. 

Janet James  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
QUESTION 
 
          Why is this part of the page blank? 
 
 
 
ANSWER 
 

          Insufficient contributions were received to fill it. 
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SEPTEMBER 

The name September comes from the old Roman word ‘septem’, which means 

seven, because in the Roman calendar it was the seventh month. The Anglo-

Saxons called it Gerst monath (Barley month), because it was the time when they 

harvested barley to be made into their favourite drink – barley brew. Some also 

called it Haefest monath, or Harvest month. 

The Romans believed that the month of September was looked after by the god, 

Vulcan. As he was the god of the fire and forge they expected September to be 

associated with fires, volcanic eruptions and earthquakes. 

In modern times, September is the start of the academic year. Students return to 

schools and colleges after their summer holiday. 

The month is also famous for “the missing 11 days”. Nothing whatsoever 

happened in British history between 3 and 13 September 1752. 

The Gregorian calendar is the one most commonly used nowadays. It is named 

after Pope Gregory Xlll who introduced it in 1582. It had a leap year every four 

years (or more precisely, 97 leap years every 400 years, because leap years only 

occurred every 400 years). This meant that the year corresponded closely with 

the astronomical year (365.24219 days), so that it is just one day out every 3,300 

years. But up until 1753, the calendar used in Britain was the Julian calendar. It 

was based on the solar year, the time it takes for the Earth to rotate around the 

Sun, and thus was less accurate than the Gregorian calendar. 

The Julian calendar was 365.25 days long, which was fractionally too long, so 

over time the calendar fell out of line with the seasons. In 1752 Britain decided to 

correct this by abandoning the Julian calendar in favour of the Gregorian one. By 

doing so, 3 September instantly became 14 September – so as a result, nothing 

whatsoever happened in British history between 3 and 13 September 1752. Many 

common people believed their lives would be shortened. They protested in the 

streets, demanding “Give us back our 11 days!” 

Roger Pike 
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THE NEWSLETTER 

Y Llychau is published on behalf of the congregation of St Michael & All Angels, 
Talley, for the benefit of all local residents. Although sponsored by the church, 
the newsletter is intended to address the needs of the whole community and not 
just those of the church congregation.  

For Y Llychau to continue it is important that contributions are received from as 
many people as possible. The pieces do not have to be literary masterpieces. 
They can be on any subject that you feel would be of interest to other readers, 
especially if they relate to Talley or Cwmdu or if they involve local people, past 
or present. If you have a story to tell about the area or a memory that you would 
like to share with others, please put pen to paper and send it to me.  

 
Roger Pike 
Newsletter Editor 

Bryn Heulog, Talley, Llandeilo, SA19 7YH 

Tel:  01558 685741 

e-mail:   rogerbpike@outlook.com. 

 
 
 

THE NEXT ISSUE 

Intended Publication Date – Tuesday 1st November 2016 

Copy Dates  –  Please submit all items for inclusion in the next issue 

                         as soon as possible & BEFORE the dates below 
 

For contributions written in English or Welsh that require translating  

        Thursday  22nd September  2016 (to allow time for translation) 

 

For contributions written in either language (English and/or Welsh) that  
        do not need to be translated 

              Thursday  29th  September  2016 
 

 


