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THE VICAR WRITES 

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who, then, is the greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven?” He called a little child to him and placed the child 
among them. And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like 
little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever 
takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
And whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.” 

(Matthew 18:1-5) 

People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, 
but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said 
to them, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not 
receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” And he took the 
children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them. 

(Mark 10:13-16) 

Children are a blessing to us all, they are precious both in God’s eyes and ours 
and here in Talley we are fortunate to have a school in our village; the only 
remaining school in the area. At the end of the summer holidays, from August 
28-31 for four days we will be running a Holiday Club, the first two days in 
Llansawel and the last two in Talley. Daily sessions will begin at 10am and end 
at 3 pm. The sessions will include Bible stories, craft work, games, puppets, 
songs, drama, free play and an awful lot of fun.  

This requires hands on help from the community, if you feel you can offer an 
hour or two for the Talley days (30th and 31st), to make beakers of squash, help 
with the games or craft work, or just be there it would be so helpful.  

The intention is also to run an after-school club in the school when the new term 
begins. If you can help please let me know, my details are below. 

I hope you have been enjoying the sunshine of the last couple of weeks and 
what is better than to enjoy God’s creation and spend time in the garden. I’m 
sure many of you have been busy in readiness for the annual open garden day, 
which I for one look forward to.  

Pob Bendith 
Rev. Delyth Wilson 01558685764, delythawilson@gmail.com 
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THE FRONT PAGE 
The picture on the front page shows Talley School proudly flying their newly-
awarded Green Eco-Schools Flag from the new flag pole (see page 31). 
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JOHN THOMAS WALFORD, OBE 

John Walford died on 
Monday 16th April at the 
age of 85. 

John had been a most 
enthusiastic supporter of  
Y Llychau since its launch 
in 2006 and I will miss the 
encouragement he always 
showed me as its editor. 
But his involvement with 
our Newsletter was just one 
of the many organisations 
that enjoyed his patronage, 
so it was no surprise that 
the church service on 
Friday 27th April to 
celebrate his life was 
attended by so many 
representatives from the 
groups and societies with 
which he was associated.  

His long involvement with 
the local Church was also 
recognised by the presence 
of the Lord Bishop of St Davids (The Right Reverend Joanna Penberthy), the 
Bro Dyfri Ministry Area Team Leader (Reverend Ian Aveson), the Priest-in-
Charge of Caio, Llansawel, Talley and Abergorlech (Reverend Delyth Wilson) 
and the Vicar of Cwrt-Henri (Reverend Vanessa Hope-Bell) as well as other 
local clergy and Lay Readers. 

It seems only appropriate to include in this issue of Y Llychau some of the 
comments of appreciation of John received from some of those people who 
knew him well. 

Roger Pike 
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A True Churchman 
I first met John Walford properly when, soon after my licensing at St Cynwyl’s, 
I went to meet the Church Wardens of Talley at St Michael’s. A “lady” Vicar was 
a novelty for both Mr Albert Williams, the Vicar’s Warden and John, the People’s 
Warden but I came away knowing that, like the Wardens at St Cynwyl’s and St 
Sawel’s, I had their full support in the office I had newly undertaken and so it 
proved. John and Nansi had moved to Talley on John’s retirement from the MS 
Society and had become loyal and hard-working members of the congregation 
and of the wider village and local community. John was not a man to blow his 
own trumpet, so the extent of this was something I only came to realise 
gradually. On Albert’s retirement, John became Vicar’s Warden with John 
James, stepping into John’s shoes and they too, became a marvellous team. 
There was nothing that was too much trouble.  

During this time, it became increasingly clear that something would have to be 
done about the Church and the Church Hall and John’s quiet retirement turned 
into project managing a large fundraising appeal, which, when the total was 
reached, then became two building projects. John liaised with architects, 
Heritage Lottery Fund officers, building contractors, oversaw the project 
accounts and poured oil on the waters troubled by the prospect of lime washing 
the Church. It was not without its headaches, but John oversaw it all with 
common sense and his wonderful good humour, putting all his professional 
expertise to work once more on St Michael’s behalf. That finished, there was 
still no quiet life, as John had agreed to train as a Worship Leader, someone 
who would lead simple Sunday services if the Vicar was on holiday. John’s 
ministry was much appreciated and he agreed to train as a Reader, a minister 
who was also able to preach and to officiate at funerals. What had started out 
as filling in the gaps, became a ministry upon which St Michael’s, St Sawyl’s 
and St Cynwyl’s relied after I had left.  

Utterly dependable, warm, kind, a broad smile, an infectious laugh, especially 
at his regular appearances as “Pass the Port” in Mynydd Du’s column “A View 
from the Hill” in Y Llychau and totally unable to accept compliments: who will 
ever forget the party thrown to thank John for his ministry in the parishes to 
which he absolutely refused to turn up. To be fair, he had warned us! In the quiz 
team, as President of the Male Voice Choir, stalwart at Rotary, friend and 
supporter of so many, as well as his unstinting service of St Michael’s and the 
local churches, John is sorely missed. In the words of St Paul: John “I thank 
God for my every remembrance of you” (Philippians 1v3). May he rest in peace: 
and rise in glory. 

Joanna (Bishop of St Davids) 
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A Loyal Reader 

There are certain days that one does not forget. I shan’t forget that day in April 
2016 when John Walford went to Morriston Hospital for what turned out to be 
major heart surgery: it was Nansi’s phone call that woke me that morning with 
the news that John was in serious pain. The striking thing was that John’s 
greatest concern was that he was due to take a funeral that day, and he did not 
want to let the family down. Even as paramedics were stabilising John in the 
ambulance he was concerned that he had prepared the notes for the eulogy and 
that whoever took the service needed to see them. Needless to say the 
bereaved family were very understanding and wished John a good recovery. 

For several years John was the backbone of ministry in the Anglican churches 
in the Talley area where he served as a Reader (a lay preacher licensed by the 
Bishop). Most Sundays he would lead worship and preach in Caio parish church, 
then head back to Talley for the service there. Frequently he would then go to 
Llansawel in the afternoon to lead their service in St Sawyl’s Church. John rarely 
missed a Sunday: if he and Nansi went away for a well-deserved break, John 
liked to be back in time for Sunday. Naturally John knew the people in the 
churches and wider communities well and he was the first port-of-call if anyone 
had any query or request regarding the church. I was pleased when Delyth and 
Paul Wilson moved to the area and were able to exercise their ministry as 
Readers alongside John: it was good not to have to ask John to cover three 
services on a Sunday, not that John would ever complain. “Tell me what you 
want me to do” was his response to my requests for help. John was generous 
with his time: he was generous with his money too. Various expenses in church 
life were paid for with no fuss – John had quietly dealt with it himself. 

John could take his “no fuss” outlook on life too far! When he formally retired 
from his ministry as a Reader, we had hoped to mark the occasion with a simple 
tea party and presentation, but there was no way that John would allow that to 
happen. He made a point of being out of the village at the time, so that we could 
not even use the secret weapon of sending our newly elected Bishop, the Right 
Revd Joanna Penberthy, to drag him out of the house! But that is a small fault 
compared with John’s faithful unstinting service to the church and to the 
community of Talley. 

Thank you John! We are all the richer for having known you! 

Ian Aveson 
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A Very Special Man 

Not long after we moved to Talley I found myself asked if I would like to join the 
village quiz team which now competes from the Cwmdu Tafarn in the Red Kite 
Quiz League. In consequence John was dropped, indeed ‘cruelly dropped’ as 
he said, from his regular slot in the team. He bore this with his usual good 
humour, and became the best Question Master around when Steve Upson 
retired from the fray. His utter fairness and generosity of spirit (particularly to 
visiting teams!) were admired around the circuit.  

In addition he came to most away matches as a sort of quiz groupie, even 
standing in as question master for away teams to enable them to field a full 
strength team. He continued to represent ‘Cwmdu’ on occasion and was 
frustrated by the lack of questions about the Book of Ezra (his specialist subject) 
and by the way in which questions about his beloved Gilbert and Sullivan always 
went to the opposing team! I was delighted as it turned out that although his 
declining health had prevented him attending our final fixtures, he was able to 
celebrate our victorious season, and his part in it. 

John didn’t like driving at night, so I was frequently his chauffeur. It was then 
that I saw his deep interest in other people and their welfare; he always wanted 
to know how my family was getting on, and seemed to have an encyclopaedic 
memory of their achievements and hardships. Persuading him to talk about 
himself was much more difficult. Others I know found the same. 

His generosity was legendary and his support for local causes exemplary. Sitting 
at his table at the Talley Dinner could be expensive, not because of a 
competitive ‘showing off’ – that was not his style or desire – but to assist in 
Geraint’s much valued fundraising efforts. His bidding technique included a 
subtle ability from time to time to leave his table companions paying more than 
they had expected for items they had not realised they wanted. There would be 
a gentle smile, not of triumph, but of pleasure that a few more pounds had been 
squeezed out us. 

All who knew him will have special memories of this very special man. I hope 
that our several contributions will trigger other memories of a man who will be a 
great loss to the quality of life in the Talley community. 

John Rees 
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A True Rotarian 

I first met John some ten years ago upon transferring from Carmarthen to 
Llandeilo Rotary club where John was a past President and Sgt at Arms – 
although he refused to wear his sash of office – an ongoing source of 
amusement! I soon realised he was a man of stature in Rotary and the wider 
community – as the ex Chief Executive of The MS society and Lay Preacher of 
St Michael’s and All Angels church in Talley. 

Imagine my delight on discovering that we shared a love of the works of Gilbert 
and Sullivan – a rare chance in Wales – and there began a close bond of 
friendship, together with his wife Nansi, who I delighted in calling Mrs P, after 
Mrs Partlet, a pew opener in ‘The Sorcerer’ following her once installing me in 
a pew in St Michael’s! John and I regularly tested each other’s knowledge of 
G&S at Rotary meetings by questioning sources of various quotes from the 
operas – John was pretty good and always boasted he knew more than me – a 
debatable point! When I organised a large G&S charity concert in Carmarthen 
in 2012, John readily agreed to act as compere and made the evening more 
special with his depth of knowledge of the subject.  

Two further notable occasions were celebrated together – the first during a visit 
to Sir W S Gilbert’s home, Grimsdyke, in Harrow Weald, Middlesex at a 40th 
anniversary concert by my Opera Comique group, when John again acted as 
compere for the event, followed by a convivial dinner and overnight stay in 
Grimsdyke – a memorable weekend. John’s one and only acting performance 
– which took much persuasion on my part – was as the ‘alter ego’ of Dr Daly in 
a semi-staged version of ‘The Sorcerer’ in St Michael’s church – though I found 
it difficult to get John to project himself as a ‘pale young curate’! This was 
followed by a rare singing part in the chorus of ‘Trial by Jury’ which was 
performed after ‘Sorcerer’ with John’s loyal parishioners completing the chorus. 

Earlier this year John played a leading part in organising and indeed compiling 
the questions for the area rounds of our Rotary quiz and acted as quizmaster 
for the final. He had always complained to me over the fact that although he 
knew more than most of the other members, he had been “cruelly dropped” 
from his local quiz team! 

With John’s passing, Rotary has lost a distinguished, long serving member; the 
wider Talley community and St Michael’s in particular, a dedicated and loyal 
servant, and I have lost a true and dear friend. I was privileged to spend time 
with John on several occasions in hospital. Each time I arrived at his bedside  
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he greeted me with his usual ready smile, always complaining about the food – 
as he so often did at Rotary functions – and even managed to apologise for his 
absence from Rotary meetings – such was his quality of wit right up to the end.  

We all miss him. 
Kevin Sivyer 

 
Farewell John 

On Friday 27th April we said farewell to John Walford at a service in Talley 
Church. He served the community and the four churches in the benefice 
wonderfully well, with love and compassion for many years; especially the 
Church of St Michael, Talley, which was close to his heart and where he 
worshiped regularly as a faithful member of the congregation. Having been 
persuaded by Bishop Joanna, who was at the time John’s parish priest, he 
trained as a Lay Reader. He proceeded to take services, including several 
funerals, uncomplainingly.  

During the time when there was no local vicar John kept the services going, 
much is our gratitude to him. John being John sought no praise for himself and 
unsurprisingly requested that there be no eulogy at his funeral. In fact no words 
were necessary as the presence of so many there was a testament to the regard 
all had for him. 

John was so many things to so many people; a devoted husband to Nansi, a 
loving father, grandfather and great-grandfather, a well-respected member of 
Rotary, a frequent visitor to Talley School, a keen enthusiast of Gilbert and 
Sullivan, a very generous man and occasionally he would even be allowed to 
join a local team on quiz night. I could go on. 

Many individuals I have spoken to have quietly told me that John had been a 
friend to them, showing an interest in them and their children and even at times 
helping them financially. Much more could be written about John and no doubt 
we will continue to speak fondly of him for a very long time. 

For the last couple of years and, in particular, the last month of John’s life he 
had been travelling through a dark and painful valley, but praise God we believe 
he is now at peace with his Saviour. 

Delyth Wilson 
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IAN AND LINDA GO TO ILININDA, TANZANIA 

…. Visits, views, vehicles and vomiting!! 

(Part 5 

By the Thursday, with the magic of team work, the build was up to ring beam 
height – a ring of concrete put in new houses above the windows to help building 
withstand any earth tremors. Sadly this is where we had to leave the house; the 
coming of Brexit two months earlier had reduced the value of our money by a 
third! So the £2500 we had raised and taken over which should have completed 
the house, was now insufficient to put the roof on. (Brexit has more to answer 
for than you thought!) 

We had some amazing adventures during 
the week including following Stanley on a 
mountain walk over the area in which he, as 
a boy, used to walk the cattle daily. The views 
were almost too big to comprehend. These 
mountains have been found to contain 
titanium and helium. I just hope the West 
doesn’t do what it has done in the past – strip 
assets and leave the local people and 
countryside bare! 

We also visited many villagers’ houses and 
the local Primary school (yes, I was a bit 
confused at first: I thought we were building 
the school! Until I realised the two schools 
are nearly 10km apart). We were honoured 
guests, a role we had by now got used to; we 

knew how 
to conduct 
ourselves 
and had 
prepared the inevitable speech! Firstly, we 
were seated in the headmaster’s office and 
given a formal greeting, then taken out to 
meet the school. We stood in the gardens in 
the centre of the school buildings and all the 
children came out to give us a ‘royal’  
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greeting. They sang to us and their band played as they marched on the spot. 
The headmaster made a speech, a teacher 
made a speech, we made a speech (or at 
least Ian did!) and then presented them with 
a football and some pens and paper. 

I was busy looking around. Amongst the 
children, I spotted this poor lad whose foot 
was at right angles to where it should be. He 
is lucky to be in a rural village which looks 
after its own, as in most places he would not 
be at school but begging on the street.  

Another outing was to the local (well the 
nearest at over 2½ hours drive away) town 
called Njombe. The family needed provisions 
and the truck needed repair, having bust a 
shock absorber the previous day. I love 
Tanzanian towns. A hustle of people, animals 
and vehicles where you can buy anything 
from a T-shirt to a truck, but they probably 
both have had a few previous owners! Ladies 
wander about selling wares from the baskets 

and buckets on their heads (one lady had cooked chicken pieces in her bucket. 
I declined to have a taste!) Dirty shacks offer 
services from plumbing, to photocopying, to 
dentistry. Markets offer beautifully displayed 
fruits, vegetables and dried fish. We 
wandered around for a while then returned to 
where we were meeting Johnson for the ride 
back. We waited. And we waited. Eventually, 
in African time, he returned in a different 
truck, as the other one would not have made 
our trip back to Iringa. So, loaded with sacks 
of maize, and numerous other items we returned to the village to another 
hospitality evening. 

However, I started to feel rather ill and despite a good dose of Diacalm was quite 
poorly, Ian had to do the meal and speeches solo. I crawled into bed. By the 
following morning, our last day at the village I was marginally better. Just as well  
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as I had no idea what was to happen later that day. All I knew was there was to 
be a goodbye party (as is custom) and there was a wooden construction 
appearing next to the football pitch.  For the story of our amazing farewell, and 
24 hour Safari, complete with a very close encounter with a very large wild 
beast, you will need to read Part 6 next time. 

Thanks for reading this and please support our POP UP Aba-ty tea room 
in the Church Hall during the summer (all proceeds go to the Ilininda 
Primary School project). Look out for posters and signs in the village. 

Linda Tame 
 
 
ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

Many years ago, a tiny island nation in the South Pacific was home to some of 
the finest woodworkers who ever lived. Unfortunately, no one ever found about 
these legendary artisans since the only pieces they ever produced were thrones 
for the king of the island. It was a tradition that every year, on the first day of 
summer, the old throne would be burned in a bonfire and the woodworkers 
would present the king with their newest masterpiece, an ornate and beautiful 
throne they had spent all the year carving and shaping. The king would rule from 
the new royal seat and then destroy it at the next year’s summer festival.  

One year, a new king ascended to the throne and spoke to his council of elders. 
“It’s a foolish thing to take these beautiful pieces of art and destroy them every 
year! Someone should save them for future generations to enjoy.” After much 
thought, one of his ministers quietly pointed out, “Sire, this is a small island, and 
much of the land has been taken. We have no room to build a museum in which 
the used thrones could be stored.”  

Thinking quickly, the king proposed a solution. “I have the answer. We will build 
a second story onto the royal hut, and we shall store the thrones there.” The 
king’s plan worked beautifully for a few years. Every year, he would summon 
the strongest men on the island to carry the thrones up into the second floor of 
the royal hut and add them to the collection. However on the fifth year, the floor 
finally could take no more, and the royal hut collapsed, killing the king and his 
whole family.  

The moral of the story? People who live in grass houses shouldn’t stow thrones. 
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DOUGHNUTS 

In the United States National Doughnut Day, or National Donut Day as the 
Americans would have it, is celebrated on the first Friday of June each year, 
commemorating the Doughnut event created by The Salvation Army in Chicago 
in 1938. Originally it was a fund raising event in which doughnuts were sold to 
raise money to help those in need during the Great Depression, and to honour 
The Salvation Army “Doughnut Lassies” of World War I. 

Soon after the US entrance into World War I in 1917, The Salvation Army sent 
a fact-finding mission to France. The mission concluded that the needs of US 
enlisted men could be met by canteens, to be termed “huts”, that could serve 
baked goods, provide writing supplies and stamps, and offer a clothes-mending 
service.  

About 250 Salvation Army volunteers went to France to run these huts. Because 
of the difficulties of providing freshly baked goods from huts established in 
abandoned buildings near to the front lines, two Salvation Army volunteers came 
up with the idea of providing doughnuts instead. These were reported to have 
been an “instant hit”. One hut leader said “Today I made 22 pies, 400 
doughnuts and 700 cups of coffee.” Soon, the women who did this work became 
known as “Doughnut Lassies”. 

In Chicago and other cities, National Doughnut Day is still an annual fundraiser 
for The Salvation Army.  

In the Second World War, Red Cross Volunteers also distributed doughnuts, 
and it became routine to refer to the Red Cross girls as “Doughnut Dollies”, to 
distinguish them from the Salvation Army “Doughnut Lassies”. Both groups of 
ladies were much appreciated by the US servicemen as they were said to 
provide a small “taste of home”. 

The American’s love of doughnuts is such that there are three other doughnut 
holidays, although their origins are obscure. International Jelly-Filled Doughnut 
Day is widely recognized as 9th June; National Cream-Filled Doughnut Day is 
celebrated on 14th September; and Buy a Doughnut Day occurs each year on 
30th October. 

Roger Pike 
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RANGE OF SIZES OF PLACES IN WALES 
The areas and populations (shown as Pop) below are from the 2011 census. 

ITEM DEFINITION LARGEST SMALLEST 

City Places where city 
status has been 
conferred by royal 
charter, usually 
containing a 
cathedral. 

Cardiff 

Pop   346,000 

Area   54.2 sq miles 

(34,690 acres) 

St Davids  

Pop   18,000 

Area   0.3 sq miles 

(192 acres) 

Town Places that have 
been granted a 
charter to have a 
town council. 

Newport 

Pop   306,000 

Llanwrtyd Wells 

Pop  600 

Village A community or 
group of houses 
in a rural area, 
larger than a 
hamlet (a small 
settlement without 
a church) and 
usually smaller 
than a town. 

Church Village 

Rhondda 

Pop   14,000 

Betws-y-Coed 

Conwy 

Pop   255 

Lake Only includes 
those lakes where 
their surface area 
is recorded, but 
excluding all 
reservoirs. 

Llyn Tegid  

(Bala Lake) 

Area   1,196 acres 

 (4.84 km2) 

Garn Ffrwd 

(Nr Kidwelly castle)  

Area   ˂ 3 acres 

(< 0.012 km²) 

County A territorial 
division of the 
country, forming 
the chief unit of 
local government. 

Powys  

Pop   132,250 

Area  1,280,000 acres 

(5,179 km²) 

Flintshire 

Pop   54,400 

Area   165 acres  

(0.67 km2) 
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TCAA  –  WOODLAND ACTION GROUP 

If you enjoy walking in Talley Woodland area 
you may have noticed that fairies have been 
finding long-lost benches and uncovering 
footpaths. These fairies are villagers who have 
been meeting once a month since November 
to keep our woodland and parkland area open 
for everyone to enjoy.  

We meet on the Second Saturday of each 
month at 9.30am by the toilets (unless VERY 
wet). We are making new friends of people we 
have lived near for years but not met. Why not 
join us? No experience or tools required, just 
enthusiasm for our village and its open spaces.  

Linda Tame 

 

Summer Evening Woodland Action Group  
followed by a beer and maybe a BBQ. 

WEDNESDAY  11th July 

Meet by toilets at 6.00pm,   or join us when you can after this. 

We will be working near the entrance area and behind the toilets. If you 
can bring any tools to use to remove brambles and undergrowth that 

would be helpful. A free beer (or non-alcohol drink) and Burger for 
those who have helped. 

Children with well-behaved parents are encouraged to join in. 

Help also needed for organising the beer and BBQ if you can’t scrub bash. 

Watch out for more details on the Talley Fb page, the website and posters. 

Contact Linda Tame on 01558 685056 for more details. 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE BRITISH POSTAL SYSTEM 

The British postal system is over 500 years old and is considered to be the oldest 
in the modern world, although a message delivery system is believed to have 
existed in Persia around 500BC. The Greek historian, Herodotus, wrote “It is 
said that as many days as there are in the whole journey, so many are the men 
and horses that stand along the road, each horse and man at the interval of a 
day’s journey: and these are stayed neither by snow nor rain nor heat nor 
darkness from accomplishing their appointed course with all speed”. 

Starting with Henry VIII, the UK postal service has operated under 21 monarchs. 
Below is a list of the significant dates in its evolution. 

1516: Henry VIII appointed Brian Tuke as “Master of the Posts” with the 
authority to establish key post towns across the country to build a formal postal 
network. Towns kept a special ‘post’ stable, with horses ready to carry mail at a 
moment’s notice. Fresh horses were supplied every 10 to 15 miles. 

1635: Charles I made the postal service available to the public, with the cost of 
postage being paid by the recipient. (Initially it had operated only for the King 
and the Court). A Letter Office was established in London, and six post roads 
were formalised to carry mail across the country. 

1654: Oliver Cromwell granted a monopoly over the mail delivery service in 
England to the “Office of Postage”. 

1657: Fixed postal rates were introduced, to be paid by the recipient. 

1660: Charles II passed The Post Office Act which established the publicly-
owned “General Post Office” (GPO) with a “Postmaster General” in charge. 

1661: The first Bishop Mark (today’s postmark) was used, identifying the date 
and time of dispatch to give confidence in the speed and reliability of the mail. It 
was named after the first Postmaster General, Henry Bishop. 

1665: 45 people were employed in Britain by the postal service. (Employee 
numbers climbed to over half a million by the start of the 20th century). 

1711: The Post Office Act paved the way for a unified postal service for England, 
Scotland and Wales. Ireland followed in 1808. 

1784: The first mail coach was introduced between Bristol and London. (Early 
mail coaches were ordinary family carriages but bore the Post Office livery). 
Other routes to major cities soon followed. 
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1793: Men delivering mail wore a uniform for the first time. 

1821: Steam-driven packet ships were introduced to deliver mail across the 
British Empire, leading to the founding of Royal Mail Ships (RMS) in 1840. The 
ships ran to strict timetables to ensure mail was delivered on time. 

1830: The first mail train service (from Liverpool to Manchester) was introduced. 

1837: Rowland Hill, a schoolmaster from Birmingham, invented the adhesive 
postage stamp – an act for which he was knighted. 3 years later they were used. 

1838: The Post Office Money order system was introduced. 

1840: The first commercial adhesive postage stamp, the Penny Black, was 
released nationally, and the Uniform Penny Post established, by which letters 
could be sent for one penny to anywhere in Britain. For the first time the sender 
was responsible for payment – not the recipient. Queen Victoria was the first 
monarch in the world to appear on a postage stamp with the launch of the Penny 
Black. As the inventor of the postage stamp, the UK is the only country in the 
world that does not have its country name on its stamps. 

1843: The GPO played an important role in defining the archetypal Victorian 
Christmas, with extra deliveries of the newly introduced Christmas Cards. 

1852: The first Post Office pillar box was erected in the Channel Island of Jersey. 
They were erected in mainland Britain the following year. 

1857: The first wall boxes were installed in Shrewsbury and Market Drayton. 

1861: Welsh entrepreneur Pryce Pryce-Jones set up the first modern mail order 
company. He distributed Welsh flannel catalogues across the country, allowing 
people to choose the items they wished to order via the postal service. 

1868: Cats were first officially appointed by the Post Office to catch rodents. 
Three cats worked at the Money Order Office in London, with an allowance of 
one shilling per week being paid to their owners, 

1870: The Post Office launched its telegraph service and introduced the first 
postcards that could be delivered for ½d. The same year the Post Office Act 
banned the sending of “indecent or obscene” literature through the post. 

1880: Men began to use bicycles to deliver the mail. 

1881: The money order system was replaced by Postal Orders. 

 



Y Llychau 

- 18 - 

 

1883: The Parcel post began.  The growth of parcels saw the term ‘Letter 
Carrier’ replaced by ‘postman’, which is still in use today. 

1898: Horses harnessed to coaches were used to deliver the growing amount 
of mail. As a valuable part of the delivery process, the horses were entitled to 
sick leave. A note from 1898 states that ‘Mr T C Poppleton’s horse is suffering 
from sore shoulders and unable to perform his official duties’. 

1907: The first motor vehicle, a two and a half tonne lorry called the “Maudslay 
Stores Number 1”, entered the service. It was used for 18 years during which it 
covered over 300,000 miles delivering letters and parcels. 

1911: The first scheduled airmail service flew from Hendon to Windsor, as part 
of the celebrations for the Coronation of George V.  

1912: The GPO opened its national telephone service. 

1937: The Empire Mail Scheme was launched, which lowered the cost of 
sending letters to British Empire destinations. 

1941: The GPO approved the wearing of women’s trousers, named 
“Camerons” after the postwoman, Jean Cameron, who requested their 
introduction. 

1943: During the Second World War, there were 22,000 GPO pigeons in service 
delivering messages between military positions. 

1963: Royal Mail was appointed by “Santa” to reply to letters addressed to him. 
In the first year, they replied to over 9,000 letters. 

1968: Second class stamps were introduced and the National Giro Bank 
opened. 

1969: Under the Post Office Act of 1969, the General Post Office changed from 
a government department to a nationalised industry. 

1971: Postal services in Great Britain were suspended for two months between 
January and March as the result of a national postal strike over pay – the first 
ever disruption of the British postal system. 

1974: The system of “postcodes” was rolled out across Britain, following a trial 
in Norwich in 1959. 

1977: The Telegram service was abolished. 
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1981: The Telecommunications arm of the postal service split off to form British 
Telecom. The remainder of the business was renamed as the “Post Office”. 

1986: The letter delivery, parcel delivery and post office sections of the mail 
service was split into three separate businesses – the “Post Office Group”. 

1988: Postal workers held their first national strike for 17 years over bonuses 
being paid to recruit new workers in London and the South East. 

1990: Girobank was sold to the Alliance & Leicester Building Society and the 
Royal Mail Parcels business was rebranded as “Parcelforce”. 

2001: The Post Office Group was renamed “Consignia” in a massive, but short-
lived, rebranding exercise which cost £2 million. 

2002: After just 15-months, “Consignia” became “The Royal Mail”.  

2004: Postal deliveries were reduced to once-daily. 

2006: Royal Mail lost its monopoly on the postal service when the regulator 
opened up the market. Competitors collected mail and passed it to Royal Mail 
for delivery. Pricing in Proportion (Pip) was introduced for first and second class 
inland mail and online postage allowed Royal Mail customers to pay for postage 
on the internet, without the need to buy traditional stamps. 

2007: Royal Mail announced plans to close 2,500 Post Office branches and 
cease Sunday collections from pillar boxes. 

2010: The Government announced its intention to sell off the Royal Mail’s 
delivery business but retain the Post Office network in public ownership. 
Delivery bicycles began to be phased out, 130 years after they were first used. 

As the UK’s sole designated Universal Service Provider, Royal Mail delivers the 
‘one-price-goes-anywhere’ service to more than 29 million addresses, across 
the UK, six-days-a-week. The organisation has a fleet of more than 49,000 
vehicles delivering mail to all parts of the country. 

With a current workforce of more than 150,000 people, the company is one of 
the UK’s largest employers. On average, one in every 180 employed people in 
Britain works for Royal Mail. 

Researched by Roger PIke 
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A SURVEY OF THE HISTORIC COMMUNITY OF UPPER CWM DU 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Prehistoric monuments such as the cairn and standing stone [described as 
remains of burial chamber on OS maps] on Mynydd Figyn point to a very long 
history of human settlement in this area. 
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AROLWG O’R GYMUNED HANESYDDOL CWMDU UCHAF 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This survey of historic homesteads in the upper Cwm Du valley has identified 
37 separate locations [see map]. Physical remains were supplemented by 
evidence from tithe maps from the National Library of Wales, old deeds from the  
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Tipi Valley archive and OS maps. These sites range from farmsteads occupied 
since historic times to bare earth platforms where a tŷ unnos [one night house] 
once stood, often within a still existing enclosure. 

The area experienced rural depopulation from the mid-nineteenth century 
onwards until the 1970’s, when incomers to the valley reversed the trend. At 
that time only a handful of farms on the southern slopes were still occupied. 
Most of the other homesteads were in ruins. These young people looking for a 
closer relationship with the natural world found an abandoned settlement, and 
created a pioneer community of low impact dwellings. Initially tipis were used 
[see photo] and later thatched huts, yurts and turf-roofed straw bale homes have 
been constructed. 

 
A view of Tipi Village in 1997 

Also many of the abandoned cottages and farmsteads have been rebuilt and 
reoccupied. Over a period of 40 years the historic community which occupied 
this Valley has been renewed and reinvented. Continuity has been strengthened 
by Welsh medium education at Talley School, making the younger generations 
bilingual. A similar renewal has taken place at the lower end of the Valley with 
support from the National Trust. The shop and pub in Cwm Du provide a vital 
focus for the whole community and beyond. 
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HOUSES IN CONTINUOUS OCCUPATION 

1. Cwm yr ynn – modernised longhouse with byre and barn conversions, 
originally 80 acres. 

2. Pistyll Gwyn – modernised stone farmhouse, originally 60 acres. 
3. Gellygoedog – farmhouse with byre conversion, originally 120 acres. 

HOUSES ABANDONED AND LATER REOCCUPIED 

4. Marchhoglwyn Fawr – In the 16th century the Lloyds, descended from 
Tewdwr Mawr, occupied this farm. In 1839 it had 84 acres. In the late 20th 
century it lay empty but has since been reoccupied. It is listed in ‘The 
Historic Houses of Carmarthenshire’ by Ffrancis Jones. 

5. Marchoglwyn Ganol – rebuilt in the 1970’s originally 27 acres. 
6. Marchoglwyn Fach - rebuilt in the 1970’s originally 32 acres. 
7. Llain Fedw – rebuilt in the 1970’s. 
8. Penlan fach – rebuilt. 
9. Byrgwm – new build on original foundations in the 1980’s. 
10. Cwm Ifor – original house demolished in 1980’s but since has a barn 

conversion. 
11. Cwmcerrig fach – rebuilt in the 1980’s. 

HOUSES ABANDONED AND NOW RUINED 

12. Wernlas – farmstead, now a stone ruin. 
13. Blaen Duffryn – stone farmstead in ruins. 
14. Blaen Dulais - farmstead, some walls still standing. 
15. Blaen Cwmgwaunhendy – abandoned stone longhouse, still roofed. 
16. Wernlwyd – stone farmstead, some walls remaining, originally 8 acres. 
17. Twrla farm – stone remains. 
18. stone farmstead, some walls remaining. 
19. ruined stone farmstead. 
20. Clun Dulais – ruined stone farmstead, one wall standing, originally 13 acres 

occupied by Margret Jones in 1908. 
21. ruined stone farmhouse and cowshed, walls still standing. 
22.  ruined stone farmstead. 
23. Cwm Cerrig – semi-derelict stone farmstead with roof, recently abandoned. 

Occupied by Dai and Jennie Phillips in the late 20th century. 
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SITES OF FORMER OCCUPATION 

24. Gareg Lwyd – tŷ unnos on Mynydd Figyn, earth platform in enclosure. 
25.  tŷ unnos on Mynyd Figyn, earth platform with adjacent enclosure. 
26. Tir Heol – formerly comprising cottage & garden, remaining earth platform. 
27. tŷ unnos, remaining earth platform on common access trackway. 
28. remains of earth platform in enclosure. 
29. earth platform near spring. 
30.  tŷ unnos on Mynydd Figyn, earth platform in enclosure [tithe map 1840]. 
31.  possible earth platform * 
32. no remains found * 
33. earth platform *  
34. no remains found * 
35. stone remains * 
36. earth platform in enclosure. 
37. earth platform in remains of enclosure on Mynydd Cynros, marked on OS 

map. 
 

*as shown on old deeds of Marchoglwyn (No 4 above). 
 

Survey undertaken by Peter Gardner, 2018 
 
 
Editor’s Note 

DID YOU KNOW? 

The term ‘tŷ unnos’ (one night house) comes from the old Welsh tradition that 
has parallels in other folk traditions in other areas of the British Isles. It was 
believed by some that if a person could build a house on common land in one 
night, the land then belonged to them as a freehold. From a period spanning the 
seventeenth to the beginning of the nineteenth centuries, the expansion of the 
Welsh population combined with poverty brought about a series of incidents of 
squatting on isolated patches of land in the most rural parts of Wales. The 
practice arose because of the pressure of the lack of land due to the land 
enclosures of the period and the taxation laws established by landowners. It 
resulted in the appearance of many tŷ unnos constructions. 
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TROOPING THE COLOUR 

Trooping the Colour is a ceremony performed by regiments of the British Army. 
It has been a tradition of British infantry regiments since the 17th century, 
although its roots go back much further. Originally, a regiment’s colours (its 
flags) was used as rallying points on battlefields. Consequently, before each 
battle, an ensign would slowly march with the colours between the soldiers’ 
ranks to enable the men to recognise their own regiment’s colours. 

A regiment’s colours embody its spirit and service, as well as its military 
successes and fallen soldiers. The loss of a colour, or the capture of an enemy 
colour, were respectively considered to be the greatest shame or the greatest 
glory on a battlefield. Trooping the Colour is the name given to the old ceremony 
when a battalion would fall in by companies and the colour-party would “troop” 
or march the colours through the ranks so that every man would see that the 
colours were intact. This was done before and after every battle. This ceremony 
has been retained through time, but today it is largely ceremonial. 

Only battalions of infantry regiments of the line carry colours; the Royal 
Artillery’s colours, for example, are its guns. Rifle regiments did not form a line 
and thus never carried colours. Their battle honours are carried on their drums. 
The exception to this is the Honourable Artillery Company, which has both a 
stand of colours and guns. 

Since 1748 Trooping the Colour has also marked the official birthday of the 
British sovereign. Sometimes known as the Queen’s (or King’s) Birthday 
Parade, it is held in London annually on a Saturday in June on Horse Guards 
Parade by St. James’s Park and coincides with the publication of the Birthday 
Honours List. Among the audience are the Royal Family, invited guests, ticket 
holders and the general public. The ceremony is broadcast live by the BBC 
within the UK and is also shown in Germany and Belgium as well as counties of 
the Commonwealth. 

From the reign of King Edward VII, the sovereign has taken the salute in person. 
It was Edward VII who moved Trooping the Colour to its June date, because of 
the vagaries of the British weather (his actual birthday was in November). The 
ceremony is only cancelled in times of national mourning, exceptionally bad 
weather or other extraordinary circumstances. 

The Queen has attended Trooping the Colour in every year of her reign, except 
when prevented by a rail strike in 1955. Until 1986 she took part mounted on 
her favourite horse, even continuing to do so after she and her mount were  
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startled in June 1981 by an unemployed youth, who fired six blank rounds from 
a starting revolver. In 1987 she started riding in a carriage. Trooping the Colour 
allows the troops of the Household Division to pay a personal tribute to the 
sovereign with great pomp and pageantry. 

 

Since 1987, the Queen has not worn uniform to the celebration, but wears the 
Brigade of Guards badge, a large brooch representing the different regiments 
that participate (Grenadier Guards, Coldstream Guards, Welsh Guards, Irish 
Guards, and Scots Guards). Each year, just one of the foot-guards regiments is 
selected to troop its colour through the ranks of the other guards.  

Since 1993, the 2nd Battalions of the Grenadier Guards, Coldstream Guards 
and Scots Guards have been in “suspended animation” – they are represented 
in the parade by their 1st Battalions. The number of soldiers participating in 
Trooping the Colour in London has declined over the years due to defence 
budget cuts in the Household Division battalions as well as the battalions’  
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commitments to military and peacekeeping operations overseas. This gives 
some of the units little time to practice ceremonial functions, however the format 
of the Trooping the Colour ceremony has remained the same over the centuries, 
following routines based on battle formations used in the era of musket warfare. 

On the day of the Trooping the Colour, the Royal Standard is flown from 
Buckingham Palace and from Horse Guards Building, while the Union Flag 
(colloquially, but incorrectly, referred to as the Union Jack), is flown from public 
buildings. Technically only when the Union Flag is flown from a Jack Mast of a 
Royal Navy ship should it be called the Union Jack. 

All the Foot Guards companies are collectively commanded as “Guards” and 
individually by company number, e.g., “No. 3 Guard”. The battalion trooping its 
colour in any given year is No. 1 Guard. At the start of the parade, they are 
referred to as ‘Escort for the Colour’ (and, once they have collected their colour 
during the ceremony, they become ‘Escort to the Colour’). 

After weeks of rehearsals, the actual Trooping the Colour ceremony follows a 
well-choreographed pattern. The companies of Foot Guards, each comprising 
3 officers and 71 other ranks, line two sides of the perimeter of Horse Guards 
Parade in an extended “L” shape. This recalls the defensive formation known 
as the “hollow square”, the combat configuration of an infantry unit in close 
order when threatened with a cavalry attack. 

The Queen travels down the Mall from Buckingham Palace in the Glass Coach 
in a royal procession with a sovereign’s escort of Household Cavalry (mounted 
troops or horse guards). Two divisions ride ahead of the Queen’s carriage and 
two behind it – the Life Guards and the Blues and Royals alternate these 
positions each year. 

After receiving a royal salute, Her Majesty inspects her troops of the Household 
Division (both foot guards and horse guards) and then the King’s Troop, Royal 
Horse Artillery. After this, the Queen re-enters her carriage and is driven before 
and behind the long lines of assembled guards, with the Royal Colonels 
following – the Prince of Wales (Welsh Guards), Duke of Kent (Scots Guards), 
Princess Royal (Blues and Royals), Duke of York (Grenadier Guards) and the 
Duke of Cambridge (Irish Guards) followed by the non-royal Colonels of the 
Coldstream Guards and the Life Guards. 

With the Queen once more seated at the saluting base, the command “Troop!” 
is given by the Field Officer. This is not to be confused with the trooping of the  
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colour itself, which occurs later in the ceremony. 

An orderly takes the pace stick from the Regimental Sergeant-Major (RSM), 
positioned behind the Escort for the Colour, thus allowing the RSM to draw his 
sword – the only time a British Army infantry warrant officer ever does so on 
parade. With the Subaltern leading, followed by the Ensign, and with the RSM 
marching behind the company, the Escort for the Colour marches to the Colour 
Party while “The British Grenadiers” is played. (This tune is always used 
irrespective of which regiment’s colour is being trooped, because the right flank 
of every battalion used to be a grenadier company). From the outset, the colour 
has been held by the Colour Party – a sergeant and two other guardsmen of 
No. 1 Guard. 

The RSM marches around to the front of the Escort and, followed by the Ensign, 
approaches the Colour Party. Having saluted the colour with his sword, the 
Sergeant-Major takes it from the Colour Sergeant, marches to the Ensign, and 
presents the colour to him. The Ensign salutes the colour with his sword before 
he takes possession of it. 

Having obtained their colour, they become “Escort to the Colour” and proceed 
to “Troop” it by marching through the ranks of all the other Guards. Eventually 
the Escort arrives back at its original position as No. 1 Guard. Their Captain, 
who had temporarily ceded his command to the Subaltern, resumes his 
command and orders them to present arms, thus concluding the trooping phase 
of the ceremony.  

The Field Officer salutes the Queen and informs her that her foot guards are 
ready to march past; he then commands, “Guards will march past in slow and 
quick time. Slow March”. No. 1 Guard – the Escort – leads the other companies 
for two circuits of Horse Guards Parade, saluting the Queen as they pass. The 
first circuit at a Slow March and the second at a Quick March. After the foot 
guards march-past it is the turn of the horse guards. Parading with its guns, the 
King’s Troop takes precedence as the mounted troops perform a walk-march 
and then a trot-past. At the end of both the slow and quick march-past, the Field 
Officer rides out to salute the Queen with his sword, telling her that her Majesty’s 
Guards have ended their march-past. 

Throughout the ceremony, the music is provided by the massed bands of the 
foot guards and the mounted Band of the Household Cavalry, together with a 
Corps of Drums, and occasionally pipers, totalling approximately 400 musicians. 
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When the Queen returns to Buckingham Palace, the first division of the Escort 
to the Colour forms into two detachments of New Guards and enters the 
forecourt. Each year, the Queen stops at the gateway, together with the Duke 
of Edinburgh, where they receive the salute of the remainder of the guards 
followed by the mounted troops. As they file past, their regimental marches are 
played by the massed and mounted bands respectively. The Royal Family watch 
this part of the spectacle from the palace balcony. 

Meanwhile, the usual twice-daily Changing of the Guard continues on the 
forecourt of the palace. 

The gun salutes begin on the arrival of the Queen at Buckingham Palace, with 
the King’s Troop firing a 41-gun royal salute in Green Park and the Honourable 
Artillery Company firing a 62-gun royal salute from the Tower of London 
grounds. 

Finally, the Queen joins the rest of the Royal Family on the palace balcony to 
witness a flypast by the Royal Air Force, often featuring the Battle of Britain 
Memorial Flight and the Red Arrows. 

 

Roger Pike 

 

 



Y Llychau 

- 30 - 

 
TALLEY SCHOOL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Talley CP School have been very 
lucky to have had a variation of 
emergency services come to school 
to teach us about their role in our 
lives and how we can help them.  

Thank you to the Ambulance service 
and the dog unit of the Police for their 
time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
YSGOL TALYLLYCHAU 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mae Ysgol Talyllychau wedi bod yn 
lwcus i gael amryw o wasanaethau 
frys i ymweld â’r ysgol i ddysgu ni am 
eu rôl yn ein bywydau ac sut gallwn 
helpu nhw.  

Diolch i’r gwasanaeth Ambiwlans â’r 
uned cŵn o’r Heddlu am eu amser. 
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Talley CP School have been working 
very hard and have achieved the 
Green Eco-Schools Flag. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mae Ysgol Gynradd Talyllychau 
wedi bod yn gweithio’n galed ac wedi 
llwyddo i sicrhau’r Faner Werdd Eco-
Sgolion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK SERVICE 

The combined Act of Worship to mark Christian Aid Week was held on 
Thursday 17 May in St Michael’s church, Talley. The congregation included 
members of Esgairnant Chapel, Ebenezer Church. Providence Chapel, St 
Michael’s Church and children from Talley School. Thanks are due to the 
children for their moving contribution to the service and to Pastor Ian 
Hughes for his thought-provoking address as well as to all those who 
attended. The event raised over £230 for the work of Christian Aid. 
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HISTORY OF HALLMARKING 

A hallmark is an official mark or series of marks struck on items made of metal, 
mostly to certify the content of noble metals – such as platinum, gold, silver and 
in some cases, palladium. Historically, hallmarks were applied by a trusted 
party: the ‘guardians of the craft’ or more recently by an assay office. Hallmarks 
are a guarantee of a certain purity or fineness of the metal, as determined by 
official metal testing techniques. 

In the field of metallurgy, to Assay an ore, alloy or metal object is to examine or 
analyse it in order to determine the quantity of gold, silver, or other metal it 
contains. Assay offices are institutions set up to test the purity of precious 
metals, in order to protect consumers. Upon successful completion of an assay, 
(i.e. if the metallurgical content is found be equal to, or better than, that claimed 
by the maker and it also conforms to the prevailing law) the assay offices 
typically stamp a hallmark on the item to certify its metallurgical content. 

The first UK Assay Office was in London – Goldsmiths’ Hall – founded around 
1300. This is where the term “hallmarking” originates, meaning “marked in 
Goldsmiths’ Hall”. Since then, a further ten assay offices were established, 
although only four remain today; London, Sheffield, Birmingham and Edinburgh. 
The assay office in Dublin operated as part of the UK system until 1922 when 
the Irish Free State was formed. The other assay offices were Norwich (closed 
1702), York (closed 1857), Exeter (closed 1883), Newcastle (closed 1884), 
Chester (closed 1962) and Glasgow (closed 1964). 

In the UK, a hallmark is made up of several elements, including marks denoting 
the type of metal, its Troy weight, the maker and the year of the marking. In 
England, the year of marking commences on 19 May, the Feast Day of Saint 
Dunstan, patron saint of goldsmiths and silversmiths. 

Troy weight is the traditional system of weights used in the British Isles based 
on the grain (the weight of a single grain of barley), pennyweight (24 grains), 
ounce (20 pennyweights) and pound (12 ounces). The troy grain, pennyweight, 
and ounce have been used since the Middle Ages to weigh gold, silver, other 
precious metals and gem stones. The name supposedly derives from the city of 
Troyes in France, where it is thought the system originated. 
 

In 1238, Henry III made the earliest attempt at regulating the standard of gold 
and silver ware, passing an order commanding the mayor and aldermen of the 
City of London to choose six of the more discreet goldsmiths of the City to  
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superintend the craft. In about 1300, Edward I tried again to prevent frauds being 
committed by goldsmiths, passing a statute for the purpose. The ‘Guardians of 
the craft’ from Goldsmiths’ Hall were to go from ‘shop to shop’ to assay work 
and apply the leopard’s head mark. Silver had to be of sterling standard (92.5% 
pure silver) and gold had to be of the ‘Touch of Paris’ (19.2 carats). Goldsmiths 
outside London were also supposed to keep to the same standards. An 
ordinance of Edward III in 1363 required a mark identifying the maker to be 
added alongside the leopard’s head. 

In 1478, the gold standard was lowered to 18 carats and the Goldsmiths’ 
Company was made responsible as the ‘Keeper of the Touch’. The need to 
differentiate old and new plate caused by this change led to the introduction of 
a new mark showing the leopard’s head with a crown. The fact that the 
Company was now responsible for levying fines (when a Touch Warden marked 
wares that were found to be below standard) led to the employment of a 
Common Assayer, who was to make assays at Goldsmiths’ Hall supervised by 
the Touch Warden on a weekly basis. It also led to the introduction of the date 
letter. This changed every year, and identified the Touch Warden responsible. 
Most of the main elements of hallmarking were now in place: the leopard’s head, 
the maker’s mark, and the date letter. (A mark indicating the weight was added 
later). 

In 1544, the lion passant guardant (facing the viewer) began to be used as part 
of the hallmark. Although no official record survives to explain its introduction, it 
is possibly connected to the sudden appearance of two of Henry VIII’s men into 
the assay office in that year. The King had been debasing the coinage since 
1542, and the Company must have done something to incur his anger – in fact 
it was ordered to surrender its charter, a disaster only averted by the king’s 
death in 1547. In 1576, the gold standard was raised to 22 carats, and the silver 
standard was confirmed as sterling. The Goldsmiths’ Company was appointed 
as one of the ‘Keepers of the Troy Weights’. The nest of standard weights has 
remained in their Hall ever since. 

The prosperity the country was enjoying during the late 17th century meant that 
large quantities of silver coin were being melted down to meet the demand for 
silver plate. To protect the coins from the melting pot, the standard for plate was 
raised to 95.84% pure silver. This was reflected in a change to the hallmarks, 
with a seated figure of Britannia replacing both the crowned leopard’s head and 
the lion passant guardant. The format of the maker’s mark also changed, from 
initials to the first two letters of the maker’s surname. By an anomaly, the only  
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plate stamped with sterling silver marks throughout this period was gold, which 
never had separate marks. 

Legislation in 1719 restored the old sterling standard, but the Britannia standard 
remained as an alternative. However a tax on silver plate introduced at this time 
meant that many goldsmiths – the ‘duty dodgers’ – went to great lengths to avoid 
getting their work properly hallmarked. By 1739 the reintroduction of the sterling 
standard had led to confusion over the correct format of the maker’s mark, with 
some goldsmiths still using their initials and some using the first two letters of 
their surname. To remedy this, a statue ordered that all goldsmiths destroy their 
marks and register new ones at the Hall, using their initials and a new style of 
lettering. It was hoped that this move would also help to detect counterfeit 
marks. In 1757 counterfeiting hallmarks becomes a felony, punishable by death.  

The growth of large scale manufacturing and the use of machines for silver 
production in Birmingham and Sheffield led to a call for new assay offices in 
these cities. The Goldsmiths’ Company was opposed to this proposal, however 
a Special Committee of Inquiry set up by the House of Commons found in its 
favour. An Act of 1773 established assay offices in Birmingham and Sheffield, 
and the Goldsmiths’ Company (whose own assay office was found to have 
committed some errors) was left to pay not only its own legal fees, but those for 
the London trade as well. 

Although the tax on silver imposed earlier in the century had proved difficult to 
collect and had been abandoned, in 1784 a need to raise money prompted 
Parliament to not only re-impose duty on silver, but also introduce a new duty 
on gold. This necessitated yet another new hallmark, the sovereign’s head or 
‘duty mark’. Goldsmiths were allowed to reclaim the duty paid when the plate 
was exported, known as ‘draw-back’. To indicate that the draw-back had been 
paid, yet another mark, the standing figure of Britannia, was introduced. 
However as it was stamped on finished goods there were complaints that it 
caused damage, so it was withdrawn the following year. 

At the end of the 18th century, 18 carat gold was introduced as an additional 
standard and given the marks of a crown and the figure 18. No marks were 
designated for the higher 22 carat standard, which continued to be struck with 
the same marks as silver. At the beginning of the 19th century several hallmarks 
were again changed, without public announcement, in the hope of catching out 
forgers. 

In 1844, 22 carat gold was finally recognised by marks featuring a crown and  
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the number 22. Continual worries about the forging of hallmarks were reflected 
in penalties introduced for the forging of dies and marks, the possession of 
fraudulent articles and making alterations to wares which had already been 
assayed and marked. In 1854, 15, 13 and 9 carat gold standards were 
introduced, indicated by marks containing the relevant number. A year later gold 
wedding rings were made liable for hallmarking for the first time. 

By 1867, the large quantity of imported gold and silver items also had to be 
hallmarked. Initially these were marked with an ‘F’, but over the next 40 years 
the marks used to indicate foreign plate changed frequently, making them 
particularly difficult to recognise. In 1890 the tax on gold and silver plate was at 
last withdrawn, and in 1932 the 15 and 12 carat standards for gold were 
cancelled and substitute for one of 14 carats.  

A voluntary mark celebrating the Silver Jubilee of King George V and Queen 
Mary was available to goldsmiths for two years between 1934 and 1935. Its 
popularity led to further commemorative marks: for the Coronation of Queen 
Elizabeth II in 1953; for the Silver Jubilee in 1977; for the Millennium in 2000; 
for the Golden Jubilee in 2002 and the Diamond Jubilee in 2012. 

In 1941, the London Assay Office suffered bombing and was moved to Reigate, 
where, reduced to a staff of 11, they continued hallmarking throughout WWII. 
Wartime measures also saw the introduction of a ‘utility’ mark’ (two circles, each 
with a section cut out) and restricted the manufacture of gold wedding rings to 
9 carats and a weight of less than 2 pennyweight. 

The problem of streamlining many centuries of hallmarking legislation to create 
an efficient and workable system had been under consideration by the Board of 
Trade for over a decade and in 1975 the Hallmarking Act came into effect. This 
repealed all existing hallmarking statues and consolidated them into a single 
Act. This Act, with its subsequent amendments, made the use of the maker’s 
mark and a mark to identify the assay office compulsory, with other marks (such 
as date and weight) being voluntary. It also permitted the establishment of 
satellite assay office, such as the one in Greville Street that opened in 2006 to 
serve Hatton Garden’s jewellery trade. Other successful sub-offices have since 
been opened, including one at Heathrow Airport in 2008. 

In 2010 hallmarking became a legal requirement for all palladium articles 
weighing over 1 gram. 

Researched by Roger Pike 
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CORACLES 

A coracle is a small, rounded, lightweight boat that has been used by river 
fishermen for centuries. The word “coracle”, which comes from the Welsh 
cwrwgl, was first recorded in English as early as the sixteenth century, but 
coracle-like boats have been in use in the British Isles for millennia; they were 
noted by Julius Caesar in his invasion of Britain in the mid first century BC and 
remains, interpreted as a possible coracle, have also been found in an Early 
Bronze Age grave in England. 

Whilst the prime use of a coracle is for the purposes of transport and fishing, it 
has been recorded that they have been used both militarily and by the security 
forces. There is clear evidence that Wellington used them during his campaigns 
in India and that British commandos employed them on some of their missions 
during WW2. 

Often oval in shape and very similar to half a walnut shell, the structure is made 
of a framework of split and interwoven willow rods, tied with willow bark. The 
outer layer was originally an animal skin (such as horse) with a thin layer of pitch 
or tar to make it fully waterproof. However, when coracles are made today, the 
covering is replaced by tarred canvas, or simply fibreglass. The construction has 
a keel-less, flat bottom to spread the load evenly across the structure and to 
reduce the required depth 
of water (often to only a 
few inches), making it 
ideal for use on rivers. 
Unfortunately, the design 
of the coracle makes it an 
unstable craft. Because it 
sits “on” the water, rather 
than “in” it, the vessel  
can easily be carried by 
currents and the wind, so 
requires a skilled operator 
to use it effectively. 

Coracles are distinguished from other river craft by their weight, construction 
and propulsion. They weigh between 25 and 40 pounds and so can easily be 
carried on the back of the coracle man who frequently, in the case of a 
fisherman, would walk 5 – 10 miles before putting the craft in the river and  
 



Y Llychau 

- 37 - 

 
drifting down-stream with the current. They are invariably propelled with a single 
paddle held in two hands over the bow, executing a figure-of-eight movement. 
The paddle is used towards the front of the coracle, pulling the boat forward, 
with the paddler facing in the direction of travel Fishermen use a similar stroke 
but with one hand only over the side of the craft, permitting the holding of the 
net in the other.  
In its heyday, towards the end of the 
nineteenth century, there were more 
coracles to be found on the River 
Severn than on any other river in the 
British Isles. The principal use of these 
coracles on the Severn was at Iron-
Bridge, where they acted as a ferry to 
cross the river. There were very few 
bridges over that river in the area and 
the locals resented having to pay a toll 
to use the famous Iron-Bridge. The 
picture shows one of the ferry coracles 
on the Severn. 

While coracles are traditionally associated with Wales and south-west England, 
they could once be found in Scotland and Ireland (where they are known as 
currah) as well as in India, Vietnam, Iraq and Tibet. Although coracles have not 
been seen in Scotland for 150 years they were in use in Ireland until the late 
1940’s, and can still be found nowadays in three West Walian rivers, namely: 
The Teifi, The Tywi and The Taf. Here they are used for net fishing, with the net 
being held between two coracles which drift down with the current. All these 
coracles, however, have to be licensed and their numbers are dwindling rapidly.  

Each coracle is tailored to the local river conditions. In general there is one 
design per river, but this is not always the case. The Teifi coracle, for instance, 
is flat-bottomed, as it is designed to negotiate shallow rapids, common on that 
river in the summer, while the Carmarthen coracle is rounder and deeper, 
because it is used in tidal waters on the Tywi (or Towy), where there are no 
rapids. Teifi coracles are made from locally harvested wood – willow for the laths 
(body of the boat), hazel for the weave (Y bleth in Welsh – the plait round the 
top) – while Tywi coracles have traditionally been made from sawn ash. Teifi 
coracles use no nails, relying on the interweaving of the laths for structural 
coherence, whilst the Carmarthen ones use copper nails and no interweaving. 
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They are an effective fishing vessel because, when powered by a skilled person, 
they hardly disturb the water or the fish. Where coracle fishing is performed by 
two coraclers the net is stretched across the river between the two boats. The 
coraclers will paddle one handed, dragging the net in the other as it drifts 
downstream. When a fish is caught, each man hauls up an end of the net until 
the two boats are brought together. The fish is then secured, using a priest (a 
small block of wood) to stun the fish. The coracle is propelled by means of a 
broad-bladed paddle, which traditionally varies in design between the different 
rivers.  

 

Coracle fishing on the Teifi in 1972 

There are many stories associated with coracles, but the most famous is 
probably the one about Fred Davies. For many years until 1979, Shrewsbury 
coracle maker Fred Davies achieved some notability amongst football fans; he 
would sit in his coracle during Shrewsbury Town FC home matches and retrieve 
stray balls from the River Severn. Although Davies died in 1994, his legend is 
still associated with the club. 

Roger Pike 
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AN INTERESTING HISTORY LESSON 

Have a history teacher explain this if they can. 

Abraham Lincoln was elected to Congress in 1846. 
John F. Kennedy was elected to Congress in 1946. 

Abraham Lincoln was elected President in 1860. 
John F. Kennedy was elected President in 1960. 

Both were particularly concerned with civil rights. 
Both wives lost a child while living in the White House. 

Both Presidents were shot on a Friday. 
Both Presidents were shot in the head. 

Lincoln’s secretary was named Kennedy. 
Kennedy’s Secretary was named Lincoln. 

Both were assassinated by Southerners. 
Both were succeeded by Southerners named Johnson. 

Andrew Johnson, who succeeded Lincoln, was born in 1808. 
Lyndon Johnson, who succeeded Kennedy, was born in 1908. 

John Wilkes Booth, who assassinated Lincoln, was born in 1839. 
Lee Harvey Oswald, who assassinated Kennedy, was born in 1939. 

Both assassins were known by their three names. 
Both names are composed of fifteen letters. 

Lincoln was shot at the theatre named “Ford”. 
Kennedy was shot in a car called “Lincoln” made by “Ford”. 

Booth and Oswald were assassinated before their trials. 

A week before Lincoln was shot, he was in Monroe, Maryland. 
A week before Kennedy was shot, he was with Marilyn Monroe. 

Lincoln was shot in a theatre and the assassin ran to a warehouse. 
Kennedy was shot from a warehouse and the assassin ran to a theatre. 

Supplied by Hywel Jones 

 

 



Y Llychau 

- 40 - 

 
THE NEWSLETTER 

We are still looking for someone to take on the task of editing the Newsletter 
when the current editor moves away from the area. It is not too difficult a job and 
can be very rewarding if enough readers submit a sufficient number of items to 
be published, 

If you are prepared to “give it a go”, or if you know someone who might like to, 
please contact me as a matter of urgency. If nobody can be found to take over 
from me, the future of Y Llychau could be in doubt. That would be a great pity 
because I’m told it is much appreciated by many of its readers. 

 
Roger Pike 
Newsletter Editor 

Bryn Heulog, Talley, Llandeilo, SA19 7YH 

Tel:  01558 685741 

e-mail:   rogerbpike@outlook.com. 
 
 
 

THE NEXT ISSUE 
Intended Publication Date – Saturday 1st September 2018 

Copy Dates  –  Please submit all items for the next issue 
                 as soon as possible & BEFORE the dates below 
 

For contributions written in English or Welsh that require translating  
       Sunday  22nd  July  2018 (to allow time for translation) 

 

For contributions written in either language (English and/or Welsh)  
     that do not need to be translated 
                                Sunday  29th  July  2018 

 

 


