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These Newsletters have been produced to provide local residents with
information about forthcoming activities in the area and to report on recent
happenings. They aim to provide articles of general interest, such as historical
items relevant to our community. Local organisations are invited to contribute to
the contents to ensure widespread involvement in the project.
Y Llychau is produced by the Parochial Church Council of
St Michael & All Angels, Talley, for free distribution locally.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE NEWSLETTER TEAM
Welcome to the first issue of Y Llychau of 2010. On behalf of the members of
the Newsletter Team, I would like to wish all our readers a Very Happy and
Prosperous New Year.
At this time of year many people make Resolutions that they hope will improve
their life in the coming months. If you are wondering what pledge you can make
to yourself in 2010, may I suggest that you resolve to write at least one article
for inclusion in this Newsletter?
Since we started publication in the autumn of 2006, we have managed to
provide a Newsletter every two months. This has only been possible because of
the contributions that we have received from readers. However, the more
observant among you will notice that this issue is slightly thinner than usual.
This is because fewer pieces were submitted for inclusion this time.
To ensure that Y Llychau continues, we desperately need more people to write
articles. As I have said many times before, these do not have to be literary
masterpieces, they do not even have to be written in two languages; all that is
required is that you write a few words about something that you have done or
relate a story or memory that you have about the area. If this is not possible, a
piece on any subject that you feel will be of interest to others, will be quite
acceptable.
As well as contributions for printing in Y Llychau, the Newsletter Team would
welcome suggestions for items to consider for inclusion in forthcoming editions.
If there is a topic that you would like to see included in the future, please let us
know. This might be the subject for a one-off article (you do not necessarily
have to write it yourself) or a theme for a series of articles.
In anticipation that the above pleas do not fall on deaf ears, I would like to take
this opportunity to thank you all for the support and encouragement that you
have given to the Newsletter Team in the past and hope that this will continue
throughout the coming year. Particular thanks go to the contributors of articles
(especially those who regularly provide pieces) and to the members of the
Translating Group, who provide the Welsh Translations (often at very short
notice) of pieces submitted in English. Your support is very much appreciated;
without it there would be no Newsletter!
Roger Pike
Newsletter Team Chairman
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THE VICAR WRITES
The excitement of Christmas is passed for another year. The lights have been
turned off and most taken down and the new year promises fresh starts. New
year’s resolutions tempt. They promise so much but deliver so little. They
dazzle us with the upsurge of energy that making promises to ourselves brings
but most of us don’t find we can keep them up. New starts aren’t hard,
persevering is. Persevering, just keeping on at something is unglamorous and
often boring but real change is only possible out of this kind of little noticed
unseen hard work.
I remember being confused as a child how the celebration of the birth of baby
Jesus seemed to be followed so closely by the remembrance of the grown up
Jesus’ death and resurrection. It took me a while to realise that while we
remember these event year by year, in real time, as they happened, at least 30
years separated them. Thirty years in which we know almost nothing about the
life of Jesus except the tantalising story of his first trip to Jerusalem to celebrate
the big festival of Passover.
The Church’s year is a great help in keeping the significant events of Jesus’ life
in our attention but because it is punctuated by the quick moving from one thing
to another, it obscures the fact that for Jesus and all others involved in the
drama of our salvation, it happened, as all life does, one day at time. It was in
those unrecorded unremarkable days, weeks and years, living with his family
behind the carpenter’s shop in a village in northern Palestine far away from the
excitement of capital city life that Jesus learnt to love, trust and understand God
and to discover what human life is for. It was out of the quiet years that his short
life of teaching, preaching and healing came.
The run up to Christmas, the excitement of preparation, the concerts, the carol
singing and the fund raising events make December the busiest month of the
year and the return to normal paced January can seem correspondingly dull.
But the truth is December carries us along, while in January we have the
chance to reconnect with the reality of our lives and to find God in each ordinary
moment. The message of Christmas is that God is with us; the opportunity of
January is to find him.
Revd Canon Joanna Penberthy,
Vicar of Talley
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OPEN GARDENS DAY

DIWRNOD AGOR GERDDI

As you may have read in recent
editions of Y Llychau, there has
been talk of organising an “Open
Gardens” day in Talley and Cwmdu.
The idea is that several local
residents make their gardens
available for others to visit. The
intention is to allow visitors to look
around a garden and then move on
to look at another and another and
so on until either they run out of time
or enthusiasm or both.
The purpose of the day is to provide
a social event during which likeminded people can chat about
gardening (or any other subject that
interests them) while roaming from
garden to garden. It is not intended
to be a competition to find the best
kept garden or a contest to see
which garden attracts most visitors.
It will be a purely social affair to give
local residents and visitors a chance
to meet each other and enjoy some
parts of the village that they might
otherwise not get to see.
Garden owners are not expected to
spend a lot of time or money
preparing their garden for an
inspection. They are not even
expected to be present in their
garden while it is open to visitors,
although if they would like to, it
would give visitors the opportunity of
discussing aspects of the garden
with them. All that is required is that
you allow a few people to enjoy
looking around your garden.
Clearly, for such a venture to be

Mae’n debyg eich bod wedi sylwi yn
argraffiadau diweddar Y Llychau,
fod sôn am drefnu “Diwrnod Agor
Gerddi” yn Nhalyllychau a Cwmdu.
Y syniad yw bod nifer o breswylydd
yn agar ei gerddi i eraill gael ei
hymweld. Y bwriad yw rhoi cyfle i
bawb a diddordeb fynd o ardd i
ardd.
Yr amcan ar y dydd, fydd rhoi
siawns i rai o bobl a diddordeb
mewn gerddi gael cyfarfod wrth fynd
o gwmpas y gerddi a siarad am ei
diddordeb. Nid oes bwriad o greu
cystadleuaeth i ddarganfod yr ardd
orau neu ymryson i weld pryn ardd a
wnaiff hudo’r mwyafrif o ymwelwyr.
Yr amcan yw creu awyrgylch i
alluogi i rai a diddordeb gyfarfod a’i
gilydd ac i weld rhannau o’r pentref
nac ydynt yn gyfarwydd.
Nid ddisgwylir i berchnogion y
gerddi i wario arian nac amser i
baratoi y gerddi fel pe fuasai yn
disgwyl archwiliad o’r gerddi. Ni
ddisgwylier iddynt fod yn bressenol
pan fydd y gerdddi yn agored i’r
cyhoedd, ond bydd croeso iddynt
gymryd mantais o’r cyfle i drafod
agweddau
o
arddio
hefo’r
ymwelwyr. Y cwbl rhaid y garddwyr
wneud yw agor eu gerddi i’r
cyhoedd.
Yn glir, i fenter fel hun fod yn
llwyddianus, bydd rhaid cael rhyw
faint o drefnu. Fe gaiff hun i’w
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wneud gan Gymdeithas Cymuned
Talyllychau a hefyd fydd yn gyfrifol
am polisi yswiriant i’r fenter. Rhedir
yr amgylchiad fel hun:

successful there must be a certain
amount of organisation. This will be
undertaken
by
the
Talley
Community Amenity Association,
who will also provide the necessary
public liability insurance cover. The
event will operate roughly as
follows:
Each garden that will be open will be
identified by a number on a card
mounted on a post at the garden
entrance. A simple map will be
produced showing the location (and
a very brief description) of each
garden that will be open so that
visitors can plan their route and
decide which ones to visit. These
maps will be on sale at many of the
open gardens and, once purchased,
will act as an entry ticket to all the
other open gardens. It is hoped that
light refreshments will be available
at two or more locations and it might
be possible to organise transport
between Talley and Cwmdu to allow
people to take advantage of the
gardens open in both villages.
Although not finally decided, it has
been suggested that the event
th
should be on Saturday, 5 June,
with the gardens being open from
10.30am to 4.30pm. The cost of the
map will depend on the number of
owners prepared to open their
gardens, but will probably be in the
region of £2 – £3, a small price to
pay for an afternoon’s pleasure.
If you own a garden – large, small,
tidy, unkempt, mature or still under
development – and would be
interested in supporting the “Open

Fe fydd gan pob gardd a fydd yn
agored rhif, a bydd y rhif ar bostyn
yn mynediad i’r ardd. Fe fydd hefyd
fap yn dangos safle a dysgrifiad byr
o pob gardd ar gael fel fydd hi’n
bosibl i’r ymwelwyr gynllunio ei
ffardd o ardd i ardd. Bydd y mapiau
ar werth yn nifer o’r gerddi, ond,
unwaith y bydd ymwelwr wedi prynu
un tocyn, fe fydd yn rhoi yr hawl i
ymweld ar gerddi eraill. Yr ydym yn
gobeithio y bydd hi yn bosibl cael
paned o de yn rhai o’r gerddi ac,
hefyd, bydd yn bosibl i drefnu
trefnidiaeth rhwng Talyllychau a
Chwmdu i wneud hi’n gyfleus i
ymweld gerddi yn y ddau le.
Nid yw yn hollol sicr eto, ond mae
awgrym mae ar Ddydd Sadwrn,
5ed Fehefin bydd y diwrnod i agor y
gerddi, a fod y gerddi yn agared o
10.30am i 4.30pm. Bydd pris y tocyn
yn dibynnu faint o berchnogwyr fydd
yn fodlon i agar ei gerddi, ond mae’n
debyg tua £2 – £3 fydd y pris, pris
bach i dalu am Brynhawn diddorol.
Os oes gennych ardd – mawr neu
fach, taclus, afler, neu un yn cael ei
datblygu – a buasech yn fodlon
cynyrthwyo menter “Diwrnod Agor
Gerddi,” fe fydd cyfarfod i drafod
trefnadiau ar Ddydd Sadwrn,
13th Chwefror yn Neuadd Eglwys
Sant Fihangel am 3 o’r gloch yn y
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Gardens” venture, please consider
attending a short meeting to discuss
the arrangements on Saturday,
th
February in St Michael’s
13
Church Hall at 3.00pm. If you would
like to open your garden but are
unable to attend the meeting or if
you would just like more information,
please contact either:
Shelley Pike (Bryn Heulog, Talley),
01558 685741,
shelleypike@btinternet.com
or
John Rees (Abbey View, Talley),
01558 685459,
johnreestalley@btinternet.com

prynhawn. Os fuasech yn fodlon
agor eich gardd ond ni ellwch ddod
i’r cyfarfod neu os fuasech eisiau
mwy o wybodaeth, cysylltwch, naill:
Shelley Pike (Bryn Heulog),
01558 685741,
shelleypike@btinternet.com
neu
John Rees (Abbey View),
01558 685459,
johnreestalley@btinternet.com

Shelley Pike
Shelley Pike

(Kindly translated by Wyn Bowen)
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FROM THE TALLEY HISTORY / HANES TALYLLYCHAU
ARCHIVES
The following information has kindly been provided by Pat Edwards, the THHT
Archivist.
THE CWMDU INN
The photograph shows Miss Annie Griffiths, landlady of the Inn at Cwmdu,
serving some of her customers. Mrs Brenda James tells us that for many years,
Annie Griffiths kept the Inn along with her brother and, after he died, she carried
on to run the Inn and a shop, which offered groceries, household items, clothing
and many other objects, which were almost unobtainable during World War II.

If any reader has any photographs or additional information about the Inn at
Cwmdu, please contact Pat Edwards on 01558 685779 or Celia Parsons on
01558 685480. Photographs can be scanned into the archive and returned to
their owner, so that they do not loose possession of them but they become
available for others to see.
Pat Edwards
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A VIEW FROM THE HILL
The absence of The Siren Sisters, The Innumerable (& Pulchritudinous) Tribe
and, of course, The Mother from this column has been noted and lamented.
Aficionados have regretted your correspondent’s passing up of the opportunity
to congratulate the Llangadog Ladies Tug of War team (composed almost
entirely of members of the tribe)
on its “pulling power” (an
inherited trait, no doubt). They
have complained that numerous
peccadillos of The Sisters and
some omissions of The Mother
have gone unrecorded. The
explanation is simple but shocking: Intimidation!
Kindly read on…
Fear and Loathing in Cwmdu
It was a convivial evening at The Crutch & Dagger. The Olde Vermifuge was
drinking well and the company was lively. It being that season of the year,
conversation centred upon the best method of castrating cattle. Debate raged
and matters became heated. The “Hard Boys” favoured the burdizzo, while the
“Technos” argued for the elastrator. Mynydd Du, from his place in the
inglenook, maintained a lofty silence until, as deadlock seemed inevitable, he
joined the debate in magisterial style. In his view, the “slit and snip” technique
was still the best and – for anyone who could count to two – the most foolproof
solution.
At this point, to the surprise of the
assembled agriculturalists, the cook
emerged from the kitchen and entered
the fray. Noting parenthetically that two
of the holiday cottage visitors had
departed early leaving their faggots
untouched and that she hadn’t had a
single order for “Prunes a la Greque” all
night, she described how the procedure
under discussion might be undertaken
using only the culinary implements
which she had to hand and, warming to
her theme, she offered to demonstrate
their use on any of the jovial crew
-8-
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present. Further exemplifying the diversity of her talents she proposed to
employ the same implements in causing the assembly to ingest the surplus
prunes in an ingenious but uncomfortable fashion.
Finding himself the subject of her cynosure, MD, feigning a call of nature, let
himself out by the backdoor and, whistling “Myfanwy” melodiously to himself,
set off across the fields towards home. The night was dark but dry and all was
well until suddenly his reverie was interrupted by a spine-chilling sound – the
unmistakeable famous “Top C” of The
Siren Sisters! In a trice they were upon
him. Manicured fingernails gouged his
cheeks. He was hurled to the ground.
His ribs were pummelled by stiletto-clad
heels. Almost as speedily as they had
attacked they were gone, leaving but a faint perfume of Chanel No 5 to mark
their passing. Dragging himself to his feet, your correspondent made his painful
way home – a chastened and fearful travesty of the jaunty character whom you
used to know…
(And if you lot believe that rubbish then you’re even dafter than you look. He
was coming home drunk as a deacon, as usual, when an owl hooted over his
head and he fell down the bank into the brambles. As for the Chanel, heaven
knows where he found that idea. All we could smell was the cowmuck he had
rolled in. We had to take the pressure washer to him before I’d let him in the
house. The editor is indebted to Mrs Du for her clarification.)
Done a Bunk?
A valediction to our Churchwarden, Dennis “Lovejoy” Boyes and his wife “Lady
Jane”, who have inexplicably abandoned our bosky dell for the arid tundra
which is Limousin, appeared in the last edition of this
august journal. (Actually it was November’s. Ed) Grrrrr…
As I was saying… Since their departure the village has
received a number of visits from leather-jacketed
gentlemen, driving Ford Cortinas, Humber Hawks and
Sunbeam Alpines, who enquire in estuarial accents as to
the whereabouts of “The Menace” & “The Moll”. The
villagers respond with their customary helpfulness and
these gentlemen can usually be found in the Cwmdu Inn
poring over their atlases in search of Sa’in Gwybod. The
pub has benefited greatly from their custom and has
invested in an exuberance of horse brasses and toby jugs
to make them feel at home. Sales of Cinzano & Lemonade, Gin & It and Brandy
& Babycham have soared.
-9-
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A Visit to Cloud Nine
Our Vicar being engaged in her canonical duties, the faithful gathered at St
David’s to support her. All went well until the appearance of the censer. In
Talley we do not indulge much in “bells & smells” and our part of the
congregation was discomfited by the clouds of smoke rolling down the aisle.
The Little Sparrow, who only gave up Capstan Full Strength a couple of years
ago, coughed daintily and complained of its injurious effect upon her vibrato.
The Lay Reader, whose mind is apt to wander, imagined himself back in his
“Kaftan” period and declared loudly “Good stuff, man, Red Leb – I’ll score a
weight”. He only returned to a more orthodox liturgy on receipt of one of his
wife’s elbows in the ribs.
We were interested to note that Our Vicar “dumbed down” her sermon to the
duller wits of the good burghers of the town by restricting herself to words of no
more that three syllables. Back in Talley we expect more challenging
perorations. MD noted that in one particularly interesting disquisition upon
Aristotelian philosophy given recently to a rapt congregation she used the
words Epiclesis, Anamnesis and Transubstantiation. Beat that Rowan!
Mynydd Du

RESULTS OF THE COMPETITIONS IN THE LAST ISSUE
Answers to the Crossword in the November issue
The crossword solution is as follows
Across
1.Stable 5.Tree 7.Organise 8.Psalm 10.Sarah 11.Slump 13.Gifts
16.Satan 18.Myrrh 19.Chimneys 20.Ashy 21.Islets
Down
1.Stocking 2.Angels 3.Lanterns 4.Age 5.Tinsel 6.Emblem 9.Ghost
11.Satsumas 12.Protests 14.Idyll 15.Turkey 17.Nicene 19.Col
The letters in the grey squares produced the message GREETINGS TO ALL.
There we no entries submitted for the Crossword Competition, so the £5 prize
was not awarded.
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Answers to the WORD LINK in the November issue
The WORD LINK solution is as follows
BEAR
APPLE
UNDER
BALL
LONDON
END

Brown
Crab
Down
Snow
Greater
The

Hug
Cart
Cover
Gown
Eye
On

The initial letters, therefore, spell the word BAUBLE.
Only two correct entries were received, from JACK CLEVERLY and
REBEKAH GRIFFITHS, so it has been decided to award each of them a £5
prize. Congratulations, Jack and Rebekah.

HARVEST SUPPER
It all started when I was talking to the editor of this mag and, out of the blue, the
following brief conversation occurred.
Roger: “Would you like some tickets for the Harvest Supper?”
Me: (Being a very irregular church goer and therefore a little surprised) “Well,
yes, I suppose so, ok that will be interesting.”
th

So on Saturday, 10 October off Pat and I went to the Church Hall and had a
very pleasant evening. Obviously one of Roger’s many talents is catering for
the masses and a jolly good cawl was enjoyed by all. He did itemise all the
ingredients for us after someone called out “what’s in it then Roger?” We
thought he would never end and felt sure he must have been catering for
hundreds and not the 40 or so that were there.
After Grace offered by the vicar, we made short work of the delicious cawl,
bread rolls and numerous bottles of wine along the tables. This excellent start
was followed by five, if I remember correctly, fab puds made by other members
of the gathering and a cheese board too. All rounded off by teas and coffees.
In between times we were entertained by Roger, who tells a really good story. A
Vote of Thanks was offered by Jo, who brought the very enjoyable evening to a
close. Our own thanks go to you all for making us so welcome. I do hope the
event ran at a profit as it was fantastic value for money!
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On saying our goodbyes, Roger suggested (in that persuasive manner of his)
that I might like to write a little piece for the magazine. How could I refuse after
being told that I would be invited to attend the contributor’s knees up next year
if I did? So, in addition to the above I would like take this opportunity to tell you
about the village website as well.
Shortly after our arrival in Talley, the web site being run at the time was given
up for various reasons and, as it was an area of interest of mine, I was tempted
to start it up again. I believe one of the benefits of the internet is the ability to
show and share information quickly; better than any notice board can ever do. I
would like our website to be a reference point showing what is going on around
us, not only in Talley but in Cwmdu and Llansawel as well.
In its new form it has been running for about 2 years, with the main contributor
being the School who keep us up to date with their activities and school letters.
As well as the school there are pages for the History Society, Talley Woodlands
and a Photo Gallery amongst others. The web site is supported by the Talley
Community Council and the Talley Community Amenity Association and is
available for everyone to use.
If you would like to have your Church, Club, Meeting, Car Boot Sale or almost
anything else advertised on the website please do contact me and I will be
happy to put it on for you. Any budding photographers are welcome to post their
shots of Talley too.
Do make use of the web site; it is there for the whole community.
Peter Knott
Tinc-y-bedol, Talley
Telephone: 01558 685458
E-mail: peter@talyllychau.org.uk
Web address: www.talyllychau.org.uk

ORGANISER’S NOTE
The Harvest Supper made a profit of just over £100. On behalf of all those
connected with the event I would like to offer my sincere thanks for the support
it received.
Following complimentary comments received afterwards, it has been decided
that this will become an annual function.
Roger Pike
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ROYAL VISIT
The residents of Cwmdu and Talley turned out in force to welcome HRH the
rd
Prince of Wales to Cwmdu on 23 October in some fine autumn sunshine.
Prince Charles visited as President of the National Trust at the joint invitation of
the National Trust and Cymdeithas Cwmdu, now in the tenth year of running the
shop, post office and inn as a community enterprise.
The Prince was presented to Jim Davies, Janine and Kevin Roberts, Paul
Faulkner and Philip James by the Lord Lieutenant of Dyfed and then,
accompanied by Mary Davies, the Minister of Providence Cwmdu, was
entertained with a trombone solo and singing, performed by the Sunday school
in the chapel, arranged by Ann James and Dawn Richards. The whole of Talley
School also sang in the Chapel, arranged by the head teacher, Elfed Wood.
The Prince was shown round one of the National Trust holiday cottages by
Janet Corcoran, the cottage caretaker, where he made favourable comparisons
with his own holiday lets at Llwynywermod. Next, he met Kath Lovatt, shop
keeper and sub-postmistress in the shop where he admired the wide range of
locally sourced items for sale. He was amused when Pete Gardner, a local
basket maker, described a wicker coffin he had made in the past – these are
not for sale in the shop! Pete presented HRH with one of his baskets and
pointed out the special red ring woven into the side.
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Later HRH was introduced to David Corcoran, Rhian Hubbart and Rhys
Williams, bar staff in the pub, and was treated to a taste of the local brew –
Evan Evans Cwrw. He congratulated the village on keeping its pub and shop
open by taking it in hand and running it as a community venture. The Prince
was very relaxed and was entertained when he was introduced to the large
number of volunteer relief bar staff! He then met some of the cooks and the
officers of Cymdeithas Cwmdu and also of the local groups who use the
premises, including the Cwmdu Quiz Team, the Welsh Conversation Group and
the Talley History Society.
Following a cup of tea and a piece of bara brith, the Prince went outside again
and was introduced to Edwin Arblaster, Chairman of the Cwmdu Classic Club,
with his vintage 1956 International tractor; they spent quite a while in
conversation about the tractor. Then, after chatting to a number of local people
in the street, the Prince entered the pub garden and met the Talley School
children before going on to listen to some music provided by members of the
Cwmdu Folk Club. He was also introduced to some of the National Trust estate
staff before Bronwen Bazzard presented him with a plate illustrated with an
image of the Cwmdu terrace by local artist, Kate Glanville.
Having stayed longer than planned, the Prince left Cwmdu at about 3 pm for
Llandovery.
Thanks go to Elfed Wood for bringing the whole school over and to Anne
James and Dawn Richards for arranging the Sunday school and music in
Providence Cwmdu. Thanks also to everyone who came to see HRH on the
day and to the representatives and members of the clubs and societies that use
the pub. Special thanks go to the National Trust and residents for all the
preparation work – the village has never looked cleaner and tidier, with a lot of
long-standing jobs now done! The visit has provided some wonderful memories
for everyone and will go down in the history of this very proud community.
Can I also thank everyone that uses the shop, post office and pub – we are now
in our tenth year of running these services and it is a great credit to everyone
that it has been sustained. Remember that the shop is open from Tuesday to
Friday 9.30 am to 1.30 pm and on Saturday from 9.30 am to 12.30 pm with a
wide range of items for sale at competitive prices. The inn is open Wednesday
to Saturday 7pm to 11pm.
Philip James
Chairman, Cymdeithas Cwmdu
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LINES FROM LIMOUSIN
As we sit, looking out over the surrounding fields and woodland with the lovely
autumn colours of the Larch, Beech and Red Oak, we are reminded of the
beautiful backdrop to the village of Talley. Our decision to leave Rose Cottage
in Talley, which had been my home for 13 years, was a difficult one but we now
face the new challenges of culture, language and climate in our retirement.
Our move to France was made as easy as possible with the help of a friendly
team of removal men from the midlands. As our friends and neighbours know,
Dennis and I spent many months sorting and packing vast quantities of ‘stuff’.
Dennis announced that “just because he was moving to France, it didn’t mean
he had to leave his stuff behind”!
We had already done one trip ourselves, with the car and large trailer, so our
new home was ready to move into. Then the Big Removal Day arrived. We
waited for the arrival of the men with some concern – 7.30am – with a cup of
tea in hand, the foreman scratched his head and said “well, I did warn you, we
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will never fit all this in”. The two lorries finally left, full to bursting, leaving behind
a large quantity of our Cambrian Chairs workshop – we were not at all
surprised.
We then prepared to leave with our two cats, their passports at the ready. We
crossed on the Poole-Cherbourg ferry at 7am and did the 7 hour drive down to
here. The cats were very good, although the black character ‘Charlie’ was
grumbling most of the way. It sounds a long journey but the roads are excellent
and there is very little traffic, which makes driving very easy. We all arrived,
tired but delighted to be here at last.
Two days later, our removal team turned up for breakfast. Well fed, they started
to unload and carefully placed all the numbered boxes in the right places. A
great job, very well done, they took their leave and peace descended once
again.
The surroundings here are very like our much loved Talley and one visitor has
already commented that our new sitting room is very similar to that in Rose
Cottage – perhaps that is why we feel so comfortable here!
Dennis has since returned to the UK, with the help of a friend, to collect the
remaining workshop bits, mowers etc. Our new barn is now quite full and we
are busy sorting it all out to set up the workshops that, amazingly, we miss
already! Our work will be a hobby now and we have several projects in mind
already.
We are living outside the village of Sussac in the Haute Vienne department,
about a ¾ hour drive SE of Limoges. We have a large garden, like we had in
Talley, plus a hectare of woodland and we are looking forward to the challenge
of the different climate and soil. The annual rainfall here is the same as in
Talley, hence the lush greenness and woodlands, but it comes in short sharp
bursts with long dry spells in between.
We were unable to bring our favourite chickens with us but we borrowed a
friend’s incubator and brought our own fertile eggs with us. We now have a new
flock of 11 youngsters, which look just like our old friends – fingers crossed, we
think only three cockerels, which is quite an achievement as our usual hatch
used to be 85% male!
Off to French class now. . . We will keep you posted.
Jacqueline & Dennis Boyes
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SOME COMMON TREES IN SOUTH WEST WALES (part 1)
Common Alder
Other names
Status
Family
Category
Habitat

Mature height
Bark

Twig
Leaf

Flowers
Fruit Colour
Seeds
Uses

Myths & Legend

Alnus glutinosa
Aller
Whistle-Wood
Irish Mahogany
Common
Birch (Betulaceae)
Broadleaf deciduous
Wet areas such as river side,
damp woodlands, marshes
and bogs
15 – 20 m (50 – 65 ft)
Dark brown. Square plates or
cracks with the verticals
dominating
Brown and notched. Hairless
Dark green, oval shaped and
leathery with serrated edges.
The tip is never pointed and
is often indented. It has a
long stalk and is arranged
alternately along the twig.
The buds have stalks and are
club shaped, generally
mauve or grey in colou
Catkins in February & March
Brown
In cones, dispersed by wind
and water
The timber is very resistant to
decay under water and was
used for water pipes, pumps,
troughs, small boats as well
as piles under bridges and
houses. Alder wood is also
suitable for charcoal and the
making of clogs.
Alder is a lure for woodworm
(as the beetles lay their eggs
in it in preference to other
wood).
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Common Ash
Other names
Status
Family
Category
Habitat

Mature height
Bark
Twig
Leaf

Flowers
Fruit Colour
Seeds
Uses

Myths & Legend

Fraxinus excelsior
Uisinn (Gaelic)
Ask (Norse)
Esh
Common
Ash (Oleaceae)
Broadleaf deciduous
The fourth commonest tree.
Abundant in most conditions
except light sandy soils
15 – 30 m (50 – 100 ft)
Pale grey with fine lattice
pattern of ridges and crevices
Grey or light grey
Green, oval shaped turns
pale yellow in Autumn. Six to
twelve pairs of leaflets, each
with irregular teeth. Leaves
have long stalks and are
arranged oppositely along the
twig. The black buds burst in
May – one of the last native
trees to come into leaf
--Green changing to brown
when ripe
Large winged seeds are
dispersed by the wind
The timber is both strong and
flexible. In the past it was
used for spears and shieldhandles. Today it makes tool
handles, furniture, sports
equipment, walking sticks,
tent pegs, oars, gates etc.
Ash was regarded as a
healing tree. In the past a
naked child was passed
through the split trunk of an
ash in a ritual to cure broken
limbs or rickets
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Common Beech
Other names
Status
Family
Category
Habitat

Mature height
Bark

Twig
Leaf

Flowers
Fruit Colour
Seeds
Uses

Myths & Legend

Fagus sylvatica
Boc
Common
Beech (Fagaceae)
Broadleaf deciduous
Prefers acid soils but does
well on poor, sandy, shallow
and chalky soils. Dislikes wet
ground
10 – 35 m (35 – 115 ft)
Smooth grey bark
sometimes with slight
horizontal etchings
Slender grey twigs with a zig
zag shape
Dark green, oval shaped up
to 10cm (4ins), smooth with
a fringe of silky brown hairs.
Yellow to brown in Autumn.
Leaves have short stalks
and are arranged alternately
along the twig. Buds are
copper grey colour, torpedo
shaped and up to 2cm (1in)
long with distinctive crisscross pattern
April – May
Brown from September to
November
Nuts dispersed by animals
The timber is used for tools,
furniture, kitchen utensils
etc. Burning the wood is
used to smoke herrings. The
nuts provide food for pigs
It was thought to have
medicinal properties. In the
past the leaves were used to
relieve swellings

Copper Beech (Fagus sylvatica) – as the Common Beech, but with purple/copper
leaves and with reddish fruit. It is a popular
cultivated variety of the Common Beech.
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Douglas Fir
Other names
Status
Family
Category
Habitat
Mature height
Bark

Twig
Leaf

Flowers
Fruit Colour
Seeds
Uses

Myths & Legend

Pseudotsuga menziesii
Known in the timber trade as
Oregon Pine
Frequently planted
Pine (Pinaceae)
Evergreen conifer
Free-draining rocky or sandy
soils, neutral or acid.
20 – 55 m (65 – 180 ft)
Grey and smooth when
young, turning greyish purple
with large orange crevices
Slender grey brown, covered
with fine hair
Flat green needles up to 3cm
(1¼ins) with no stalk, soft,
flexible and distributed
around the twig (rather than
on one side etc.) If a needle
is pulled off it has a sucker
shaped base. There are
white-green stripes on the
underside. Leaf buds are
long and slender
Brown
Brown
Cones dispersed by the wind
A very common timber tree,
the pine wood has a large
variety of uses, particularly
for furniture
The female seed cones
change from yellow to pink to
light brown and hang straight
down, egg-shaped with a
pointed tip. An American
myth explains this unusual
feature as the tail and hind
legs of mice which hid in the
tree to escape forest fires
Wildlife Willie (with help from Woodland Trust)
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ALTERNATIVE GARDENS
I come of a long line of dedicated non-gardeners. We have always had access
to gardens of a sort but memories of these vaguely attached pockets of earth
have little truck with visions of neat flower-beds, blossoming shrubs or smooth
velvety lawns.
When very small I lived above a garden whose rickety veranda trellis was
thickly hung with raspberries and loganberries which, much to my mother’s
disgust, I was encouraged by the proud gardener to harvest. In her estimation
they were running alive with noxious bugs and, in order to prove her point, she
would soak the hapless berries in salt water until the former rose to the surface
and the latter dissolved into a gory mush, thereby ensuring my persistent softfruit phobia.
Our subsequent back gardens were usually patches of weedy, overgrown, rank
grass with metal bins banished to the far end. Front gardens fared rather better,
being on view, so to speak. I recall lilac, laburnum and white roses tended by
an occasional gardener although the lady in question did little more than sit by
the kitchen fire and sip tea while her small daughter chopped up worms and
consumed them before my horrified eyes, doubtless the source of my worm
phobia.
The largest garden we ever owned was possessed of an orchard, a small
geometrically designed rose-plot and a ramshackle green-house which my
father thought unsafe. Before the ink was dry on the deeds of purchase, he
brought the entire edifice crashing down on the unfortunate plant life assembled
within and stalked off in triumph having reduced this potential hazard to a very
real danger, namely a pyramid of jagged glass shards which my mother and I
had then to extricate from the litter of torn and broken plants beneath. I don’t
much care for green-houses now, either.
I was still small enough to pass many an afternoon draping the fruit trees with
discarded net curtains in order to practice my carefully acquired ballet routines
in and out of these leafy arbours, much to the amusement of the elderly ladies
living next door and observing these antics from their upper windows.
Three gardens along, we rented a house whose miniscule back-yard contained
a huge willow under which it was perfectly possible to live, dry and secure,
screened from the world at large. Not, however, possible to put up a washingline since the tree took up every inch of available space. I shudder to think of
my father’s remedy had the tree in question been under his jurisdiction.
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In Cairo the garden was, as one might expect, an arid waste of dusty trees and
prickly shrubs. However, the lady upstairs had a very fine deep stone balcony
hung with thick, cool creepers which had their roots embedded by our front
porch and which I, in all innocence, almost killed by daily pouring buckets of
soapy water over them when I had done swabbing the wooden floors clear of
the encroaching desert.
Now I possess a large, neglected, but nevertheless much appreciated tract of
Welsh hillside; steep mossy slopes which are rarely dry enough to support a
mower and are frequently strewn with mole-hills, rotting apples and acres of
sodden leaves. The tall, enveloping trees moan and creak in the gales and
threaten to fall through the roof when they have done blocking the gutters,
bringing the forestry track with them. Birds soar and twitter, honk and scream,
squirrels abound, demolishing every feeder (however ingeniously fashioned to
prevent this) and the rabbits burrow deep into the bramble banks and pop out of
bolt-holes in the middle of what we are pleased to call the lawn. It is without
question the best garden yet.

S Shawe
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WHICH CONIFER IS
WHICH?

PA GONIFFER YW P’UN?
Diwrnod hyfryd mwyn a heulog oedd
diwrnod Gwasanaeth Diolchgarwch
y plant yn eglwys Talyllychau, ar
Hydref 8fed. Wrth i mi gerdded nôl
at y car gyda fy chwaer yng
nghyfraith o ysgoldy’r eglwys, er
gwaetha’r dyddiad, roedd fel
diwrnod o haf. Wrth i ni gyrraedd
Rose Cottage – gyferbyn â’r fynwent
– cawsom syndod pellach.

What a lovely warm, sunny day it
was for the Children’s Harvest
Thanksgiving service in Talley
th
Church on 8 October. As my sisterin-law and I wandered back to our
car from the church hall, despite the
date, it felt like summer still. As we
came to Rose Cottage – opposite
the church yard – we were in for a
bigger surprise.

Gyda’r llygad chwim nad yw’n colli
dim fel rheol – yn union yr un fath â’i
chwaer annwyl – gwelodd fy chwaer
yng nghyfraith, yn cuddio y tu ôl i’r
planhigion yn yr ardd ffrynt, bum neu
chwe blodyn rhodedendron. Ym mis
Hydref? Ai cynhesu byd eang wedi
mynd dros ben llestri oedd hyn?

With the sharp eyes that rarely miss
anything – just like her dear sister
always had – my sister-in-law
spotted, tucked away behind the
herbage in the front garden, five or
six blooms of rhododendron. In
October? Was this global warming
gone mad?

Doeddwn i ddim wedi gweld dim byd
mwy na’r goniffer fechan yn y blaen.
Roedd hi’n goeden Nadolig berffaith
yn fy marn i, tua phedair troedfedd o
uchder yn edrych mor lân a ffres,
gyda phob brigyn a blaguryn deilen
fechan o liw melyn golau ar ei blaen.
NI allwn dynnu fy llygaid oddi arni.
Ac yna, i gwblhau’r darlun, hanner
ffordd i fyny, yn agos at y brif
gangen yr oedd blodyn neu gôn
porffor ar ffurf ŵy a thua maint ŵy iâr
yn ogystal. Wrth gwrs, nid oedd yn
debyg i gôn ar y pryd, ond ddeng
niwrnod yn ddiweddarch – roedd yn
frown a diolwg.

I hadn’t seen anything past that
lovely little conifer standing in front.
It was such a perfect Christmas tree,
I thought, perhaps four feet high
looking so clean and fresh, each
twig tipped with a yellowish tiny leafbud. I couldn’t take my eyes off it.
And, to complete the picture, halfway up, close to the main stem was
an egg-shaped purple flower or
“cone” – about as large as a hen’s
egg as well. Of course, it didn’t look
very cone-like at that stage, but ten
days later it was brown and not at all
eye-catching.

Yr oedd y tyfiant benywaidd wedi
cyniwair rhywbeth ynof. Ai coeden
Nadolig draddodiadol oedd hi –
sbriwsen Norwy? Yn wir, ai
sbriwsen ydoedd o gwbl?

That female flower growth made me
think. Was it really a traditional
Christmas tree – a Norway Spruce?
In deed, was it a spruce at all?
- 23 -
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I recited that awful mnemonic – an
aid to memory – that I’d thought up
with the children in school years
ago. I’m sure we’ve all felt the
spikiness of the leaves on the
Christmas tree – quite unpleasant
and prickly. So, “Spruces are spiky
but Firs are furry”.

Adroddais y mnemonig ofnadwy yna
– cymorth i’r cof – a gynlluniais i’r
plant yn yr ysgol flynyddoedd yn ôl.
’Rwy’n siwr ein bod wedi teimlo
pigiadau’r dail ar y goeden Nadolig
– yn annifyr a phigog. Felly
“Spruces are spiky, but Firs are
furry”.

(Spruce)

(Fir)

Back home I looked at the book to
decide which species of Fir it was. I
couldn’t. There were so many and
lots had blue/purple cones as well
when they first develop. (Others, of
course are pale green). All firs have
been introduced into the UK as it’s
only the Scots Pine which is our
native conifer. All have long needlelike leaves in bunches of two (as in
the case of the Scots Pine), three or
five, though one species can have
up to eight. So, to continue my
dreadful mnemonic, “Pines have
pins (or needles)”.

Gartref, edrychais ar y llyfr er mwyn
penderfynu pa rywogaeth o’r
pinwydd ydoedd. Ni allwn. Roedd
cymaint ohonyn nhw ac roedd nifer
ohonyn
nhw
gyda
chonau
glas/porffor hefyd yn eu ffurfiant.
(Mae eraill, wrth gwrs yn wyrdd
golau). Daeth y pinwydd i gyd i’r DU
o wledydd eraill a phinwyddwen yr
Alban yw’r unig goniffer frodorol.
Mae ganddynt i gyd ddail hir fel
nodwyddau mewn bwnsiaid o ddau
(fel sydd gan binwydd yr Alban), tri
neu bump, er bod wyth gan un
rhywogaeth. Felly i barhau gyda fy
mnemonig ofnadwy “Pines have
pins (or needles)”.
Mae un rhywogaeth o’r coniffer
cynhenid yn colli ei dail yn y gaeaf a
honno yw’r llarwydden – er bod y
blodau
hyfryd
gwrywaidd
a
benywaidd yn wledd i’r llygaid yn y
gwanwyn cynnar. Felly (maddeuwch

(Pine)
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i mi os medrwch chi), gan weithio ar
y llythrennau cyntaf “Larches lose
their leaves”.

There is just one genus of conifer
native to Britain that looses its
leaves in winter and that’s the Larch
– though the lovely little male and
female flowers in early spring are a
real joy to see. So (bear with me if
you can) working on initial letters
“Larches loose their leaves”.

O diar! Well i mi dewi.
Denys Smith
O.N. ’Rwyf newydd gofio i mi roi,
beth amser yn ôl, côn mawr
Pinwydd a dyfwyd gan fy
mab hynaf i’w phlannu yng
nghoedwig
Talyllychau.
Yn wreiddiol o dde-orllewin
California.
Cyraeddasant
Gymru ym 1852 ond ychydig
a blannwyd yma. Ni wn am un
sy’n fwy na’r egin blanhigyn
hwnnw. Nid wyf yn gwybod
faint o amser y cymerant i
flodeuo, ond mae’r conau’n
pwyso i fyny at 2kg – cymaint
â dau fag o siwgr! Dyn a ŵyr
beth yw eu maint. Efaillai bod
gan un o’r plant yn yr eglwys
y prynhawn hwnnw un yn
eistedd yn falch ar ei seld.
Gobeithio yn wir.

Oh dear! I’d better stop.
Denys Smith.
P.S. I’ve just remembered that some
time back I gave a Big Cone
Pine seedling that my elder
son had raised to be grown
on the Talley Woodland.
Native
to
south
west
California, they first arrived in
Britain in 1832 but are still not
widely planted. I’ve never
known any bigger that that
seedling. I don’t know how
long it is before they flower,
but the cones weigh up to 2
kg – the weight of two bags of
sugar! Goodness knows how
big they are. Perhaps one of
those dear children in church
that afternoon will have one
sitting proudly on their
sideboard. I hope so.

O.O.N Er pan luniais yr erthygl hwn,
tynnwyd fy sylw at y ffaith bod
camellia yn ei blodau ym mis
Tachwedd yn Nhalyllychau.
Dywedodd y perchennog
wrthyf mai yn y gwanwyn y
gwelir y blodau fel arfer. Ai
arwydd bod y cynhesu byd
eang yn targedu Talyllychau
yw hyn efallai?
D.S.
(Kindly translated by Janet James)

P.P.S. It has come to my notice
that
in
mid
November
elsewhere in Talley there is a
camellia in flower. The owner
tells me that it has always
waited for spring before. Is
this, perhaps, global warming
targeting Talley?
D.S.
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FOLK CONCERT IN TALLEY
On an extremely wet evening on 11th November, St Michael’s Church hosted a
very entertaining folk concert. It had been planned as a social event, not a fund
raiser, to follow the splendid organ recital, held earlier this year. As Joanna
Penberthy highlighted in her opening address to the audience, it would be
wonderful to use the fine building for non-religious events, involving the whole
community.
The concert began with an excellent performance by some of the children of
Talley School accompanied by headmaster, Elfed Wood. They can be
congratulated on their confident recorder playing and singing of Welsh folk
songs, as well as their excellent behaviour.
The programme continued with fine performances, given freely, by a large
number of local musicians, who either sang unaccompanied or played a variety
of instruments. Of special note was the girl from Lampeter, who sang,
beautifully, a Breton folk song and a Welsh folk song and, of course, Rattlin’
Bog, who had every toe tapping. At the end of the first hour, the audience were
invited to participate in a rousing rendition of Marie’s Wedding.
After the short interval, during which most of the children left with their parents,
(after all the following day was another school day), the remaining audience
was treated to more excellent singing and instrument playing and at the end
joined in singing another rousing rendition, this time of Calon Lan.
As the appreciative and generous audience left the Church, a collection was
taken, which enabled us to make a donation of £100 to the school.
A big “thank you” to Elfed Wood, to the children of Talley School and their
parents, to Peter Mitchell, who organised the programme, to Jemima Mitchell,
who brought along her local choir, to all the musicians, who performed without
payment and lastly to the audience, who braved the awful weather. The
combined efforts of all these made for an extremely enjoyable and entertaining
evening.

If anyone has any ideas for future events which can be held in the Church,
please call the Vicar on 01550 777343.

Pat Edwards
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‘YOUR VERY LOVING MADELINE’
This was the title of a talk and slideshow presentation given by Mr Dane Garrod
on 28 November at the Welsh Philatelic Society Meeting in Llanelli. What
relevance does this have to us, here in Talley, you may be wondering.
Well, the Madeline referred to was Lady Madeline Drummond of Edwinsford
and the story begins with the purchase of two of her love letters at a London
auction in December 2003. These letters so intrigued Dane, that he began
searching Talley, the internet, eBay and other auction sites to find more letters
and memorabilia. He now has a substantial collection, some of which was
exhibited at the meeting.
Accompanied by a slide show, he told us that Madeline Agnew was born in
1847 at Exton Hall in Rutland. In 1867 she married Harry Clifton, the only son of
the squire of Lytham, and bore him seven children before he died (of
exhaustion) at the age of 35. As her mother in law, Lady Cecily Clifton, would
not allow her to live at Lytham Hall, she took the children and lived in Hill Street,
London. There she moved in the highest social circles and subsequently met
and became engaged to Sir James (Joe) William Drummond. Their 17 years of
marriage were spent at Edwinsford and Hawthornden, Scotland, and they wrote
numerous letters to each other whenever they were apart. All of this
correspondence was sold and scattered to various auction houses when their
only son Jimmy died without heirs.
After the talk, Dane was asked an interesting question. Why did Sir James
marry a widow, nine years his senior, with seven children, when he was such
an eligible bachelor? Dane’s response was that he thought Madeline was a
very special person held in great affection by her family and many friends as
evidenced in the many letters she received.
Dane is hoping to write a book about Madeline in the near future and then
deposit all of his collection with the National Library. As he is still actively
searching for material, please contact me on 01558 685779 if you have any
information about Madeline or Edwinsford that you think may be of interest to
him and I can pass on your details. Dane is also hoping to give a talk in Talley
in 2010.
The Welsh Philatelic Society was founded in Aberystwyth in 1969 and holds
five meetings a year, together with several live/postal auctions. Anyone
interested in any aspect of Welsh Philately, postal history or postcards can
contact the secretary, Neil Prior, on 01656 740520 for more information.
Pat Edwards
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NEWS FROM TALLEY SCHOOL
School Children Meet Prince Charles

Buom yn ffodus iawn i gwrdd a
Tywysog Charles ar ei ymweliad i
Gwmdu yn ddiweddar. Fe ganodd y
plant emynau modern Cymraeg iddo,
ac yna cymeryd
rhan mewn
wasanaeth yng Nghapel Cwmdu. Cyn
iddo adael, fe aeth y Tywysog draw i
ardd y tafarn i gwrdd gyda trigolion y
pentref, a bu'r plant yn ffodus iawn i
gwrdd a chael siarad gydag ef yno.

We were very fortunate to meet
HRH Prince Charles on his visit to
Cwmdu recently. The children sang
a few modern Welsh hymns and
also took part in the service held at
the Chapel. Before leaving, Prince
Charles met some of the children in
the nearby pub garden, which was a
great experience for the children.
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The School Supports CHILDREN IN NEED

On Friday, 20th November, the children were allowed to attend school
wearing whatever clothes they wished as part of the School’s support for
the BBC Children in Need appeal. The fundraising event generated £66.
Well done to all concerned!
Elfed Wood
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THE CHURCH IN TALLEY
In 1535 Henry VIII, who had come to the English throne in 1509, held an audit
of property held by monasteries throughout the country. This was known as the
Valor Ecclesiasticus and it showed that no monastery in Wales had an income
th
of more than £200. Talley Abbey, which had been built in the late 12 Century,
achieved £136. A figure of £200 had been set as the amount required each
year for a monastery to be allowed to continue. In 1536 an Act was passed
whereby those foundations which failed to reach the £200 mark were to be
dissolved.
Talley Abbey was closed in 1536. There was an Abbot and seven canons
resident at the time. For the next 236 years the canons’ choir and the
presbytery was used as the parish church, a smaller church being created in
what was now the shell of Talley Abbey. The accommodation was not very
comfortable and the parish did not have sufficient finances to keep the building
in a state of good repair.
In 1705 the Churchwardens, Morgan Thomas and Richard Rees are quoted as
stating,
“Our Parish Church is a part of a demolished Monastery. The walls and
roof are not in good repair, the windows have had no glass upon them in
our memory, they are so very large and too-chargeable for our small
parish to keep them glazed. The chancel windows too want glass and
aught to be repaired by the Impropriator, Madam Cornwallis
(Abermarlais)”.
In a report of a Visitation in 1710 it is reported that,
“We know not of any so notorious evildoers save that one Richard Rees
is an excommunicated person in our parish. Some of the parishioners,
when they hear of a strange preacher, go to the Presbyterian Meeting but
for most part, they come to Church and none of them do constantly
frequent the Meeting. Here are two reputed Papists, John Weston and
his wife”.
It is not clear whether the Richard Rees referred to in this report of 1710 is the
same man who was a Churchwarden in 1705.
At the Vestry meeting in 1772 it was agreed that a new church should be built
th
and the foundation was laid on the 20 April 1773. Material from the abbey was
used and a Mr Rees John was paid 8/6 (42½p) for hauling large beams from
the tower of the Abbey. The new church was built just north of the Abbey.

- 30 -

Y Llychau

David Jones and Sylvanus Lloyd, by virtue of a Faculty from the Bishop’s Court,
were authorised Trustees concerned in the building of the new church. The cost
of the Faculty was £3.11.0 and to the Churchwardens’ journey to Carmarthen
2/6.
When removing stones from the abbey for the construction of the new church
many bones were unearthed and these were carefully buried within the
churchyard. A Mr David Davies was paid 1/6 for this work.

The new church was dedicated to St Michael and All Angels. The design and
layout of the church is unusual in that it has two aisles and two doors at the
west end. It is said by some that this is due to the church being constructed
around a full set of box pews taken from the old church which had been built in
the abbey and used between 1536 and 1772. Whatever the truth might be, the
pews are an important feature in the church and visually, though not physically,
they are greatly admired. The doors of the pews are numbered, a reminder of
the days when pew rents were paid – shades of Mrs Partlet, the Pew Opener in
The Sorcerer.
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The original church was built with a gallery at the west end but this was
removed in 1874 to accommodate three windows that were built into the west
wall. A new ceiling of Russian red deal was erected in the Nave of the church in
1840 at a cost of £40.
The clock situated on the north wall of the nave was given to the church in 1864
by Mrs Morgan of Capelhir Cwmdu. There were twenty one clocks of this type
made in 1864. Mrs Morgan also gave the bell to the church in 1886.
Situated in a valley and sheltered by hills with the two Talley lakes close by, the
church and churchyard are a haven of peace and beauty. Among those laid to
rest in the churchyard are Dafydd ap Gwilym the poet (1120-1180) and the
hymn writer Thomas Lewis, the village blacksmith and deacon of nearby
Esgairnant Chapel. Lewis, whose most famous hymn is perhaps ‘Wrth gofio’i
th
riddfanau’n yr ardd’, died on 11 February 1842.
Dafydd ap Gwilym thought by some to be Wales’ greatest poet in the Welsh
language, spent his last years as a guest of the canons of Talley Abbey where
he died and was buried in the abbey grounds, now Talley churchyard. The
claims made by Strata Florida to have his remains are false and a grave error.
At the front of the west end of the church is a war memorial erected in memory
of those men of the parish who fell in the First World War. It was paid for by
public subscription and cost £220.
So far, I have quoted figures of the cost of various items and all of them, by
today’s standards, trifling amounts. In the recent history of the church and
church hall, a major restoration has taken place and prior to 2005/6 when the
work was carried out the parish had to raise £300,000. This was a huge amount
for a small community. The church was fortunate in attracting £231,000 from
the Heritage Lottery Fund and a further £22,000 from CADW. The balance was
raised through letters of appeal to trusts and, most importantly, to the local
community.
The monks of Talley Abbey established a reputation for prayer, preaching and
practical good works. The Vicar and people of St. Michael’s Church follow the
good examples set down by these monks eight centuries ago and offer the
opportunity for regular and varied Christian worship.
All are welcome – why not come and join us?
John Walford
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WHO WAS ST. MICHAEL?
The church in Talley is dedicated to the archangel St. Michael but relatively little
is known about him.
St. Michael is one of four archangels; the other three are Gabriel, Raphael and
Uriel. He is mentioned only a few times in the Bible, twice in the Old Testament
(both in the book of Daniel) and twice in the New Testament (once in the Epistle
of Jude and once in the book of Revelation).
He is said to be one of the archangels chosen to stand beside God’s throne as
well as being the angel who records the names of people who merit everlasting
life and the gatekeeper of paradise. It is also thought that he was the
intermediary who brought God’s law to Moses and the revelations of the future
to Elijah. In addition, he is credited as being the patron and defender of Israel.
The best-known record of him in the Bible is to be found in Revelation –
Chapter 12, verse 7, which reads ‘And there was war in heaven. Michael and
his angels fought against the dragon’ (The dragon, of course, is Satan who is
defeated.)
As well as leading his angels to victory in this battle, St. Michael was also
regarded by early Christians as the Archangel to whom they gave the care of
the sick. Tradition relates that St. Michael caused a medicinal spring to spout at
Chairatapa near Calossae where all the sick who bathed there, invoking the
Blessed Trinity and St. Michael, were cured.
Many other such instances are recorded
confirming St. Michael as a great heavenly
physician.
In art, St. Michael is represented as an angelic
warrior fully armed with a helmet, sword and
shield standing over a dragon that he
sometimes pierces with a lance. There is usually
a pair of scales included to show that he weighs
the souls of the departed and to show that he
takes part in the judgement.
th

His feast day is celebrated on 29 September.

Nansi Walford

- 33 -

Y Llychau

SERVICES – ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS, TALLEY
Sundays
First Sunday in month

10.00 am
3.30 pm

Family Service
Evensong

Second Sunday in month

10.00 am
3.30 pm

Holy Communion
Evensong

Third Sunday in month

10.00 am
3.30 pm

As agreed by the
Worship Group
Evensong

Fourth Sunday in month

10.00 am
3.30 pm

Holy Communion
Evensong

Fifth Sunday in month

10.30 am
3.30 pm

Joint service (held at
Ciao, Llansawel or
Talley, in rotation)
Evensong

10.00am

Holy Communion

Weekdays
Thursday

For details of these services, other occasional services or to arrange a home
communion visit, please contact the Vicar, Revd Canon Joanna Penberthy on
01550 777343.

SERVICES – EBENEZER APOSTOLIC CHURCH, HALFWAY
Sundays
10.30 am
6.00 pm
Weekdays
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Third Saturday

Morning Worship & Communion
Gospel Service

6.30 pm
7.00 pm
10.30 am – noon
10.30 am – noon

Explorers’ Club (Term time)
Bible Study & Prayer Meeting
Tea & Tots
Coffee Morning or Car Boot Sale

For more details, please contact Pastor Eric Horley on 01269 593214.
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OEDFAON – CAPEL ESGAIRNANT, TALYLLYCHAU
Dyddiau Sul
3 Ionawr

10.30 yb

Mrs Hazel Charles Evans (Undebol)

10 Ionawr

Dim Oedfa

17 Ionawr

Oedfa Deuluol

24 Ionawr

Dim Oedfa

31 Ionawr

10.30 yb

Parch Roger Ellis Humphries

7 Chwefror

10.30 yb

Mrs Beti Jones (Undebol)

14 Chwefror

10.30 yb

Parch Denzil James

21 Chwefror

2.00 yp

Parch Goronwy Wynne

28 Chwefror

3.30 yp

Parch Gerald Jones

GWASANAETHAU – CAPEL PROVIDENCE, CWMDU
Dyddiau Sul

Details of Services were not available at the time of goint to print.
For information about Service times, please contact Rev Mary Davies on
01558 822634.
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THANK YOU
On behalf of the Newsletter Team, I would like to offer my sincere thanks to all
those readers who were kind enough to make such complimentary comments
about the last issue of Y Llychau. Without the support of the local community,
the Newsletter certainly would not have survived for three years, let alone be
the success that so many of you assure me that it is.
However, if we are to continue, more contributions from readers are needed.
Please consider writing an article for inclusion in one or more future issues. It
can be on almost any topic, but we especially welcome pieces relevant to the
Talley area or that are related to contemporary subjects of general interest.

Roger Pike
Newsletter Team Chairman
Bryn Heulog, Talley, Llandeilo, SA19 7YH
Tel: 01558 685741
e-mail: rbpike@btinternet.com.

THE NEXT ISSUE
Intended Publication Date – Monday 1st March 2010
Copy Dates – Please submit all items for inclusion in the next issue

as soon as possible and before the dates below.
For contributions written in one language (either English or Welsh)
Saturday 23rd January 2010 (to allow time for translation)
For contributions written in both languages (English and Welsh)
Saturday 30th January 2010.

HAPPY NEW YEAR
BLWYDDYN NEWYDD DDA
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