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OLD BRIDGE ON DISUSED ROAD AT HALFWAY
These Newsletters hope to provide information about the Talley and Cwmdu
area and to report on recent happenings. They also aim to provide articles of
general interest as well as historical items relevant to our community.
Y Llychau is produced on behalf of St Michael & All Angels, Talley,
for distribution locally.
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THE FRONT PAGE
This month’s front page picture is of the bridge on the original road at Halfway,
before it was replaced by the present thoroughfare in the early twentieth
century. For the full story, please see Wyn Edwards’ article on page 28.

THE EDITOR WRITES
Welcome to issue 49 of the Y Llychau.
The first Talley Newsletter appeared in November 2006 as part of the Bishop’s
“Venturing in Mission” initiative. It was produced by the Parochial Church
Council of St Michael’s as part of the church’s pastoral ministry. With this
edition, Y Llychau starts its ninth year of publication. As “editor” of the
newsletter, I would like to express my appreciation of the wide support that has
been given to the project. I am particularly grateful to all those concerned with
the production, printing and distribution of the Newsletter, but special thanks go
to those readers who have submitted articles for inclusion – some on more than
one occasion. However, there is always room for new contributors to write
something, so if you have not yet produced a piece for publication, please give
serious thought to doing so. The future of Y Llychau is in your hands. If no-one
submits an article, there will be no newsletter in the future!
Since its first issue, Y Llychau has evolved well beyond what was envisaged in
those early days. The initial intention was to produce a Newsletter that would
address the needs of the local community and not just the church congregation.
I have tried to adhere to the conditions laid down by the Parochial Church
Council when it was agreed to launch the project: There will be no commercial
advertising. Local events should be reported. Where possible, articles should
be of general interest, especially if they concern Talley or Cwmdu. A few colour
photographs should be included in each issue. If it can be arranged, some of
the articles should be translated and appear in both English and Welsh.
This last requirement has become more and more difficult to achieve. Very few
people were prepared to undertake the translations and this has now become a
matter of serious concern. For a variety of reasons there is now only one
person who regularly translates pieces into Welsh. If you would be willing to do
so, please let me know (my contact details are on the back page). I can assure
you that any volunteers to translate will be greeted with the utmost enthusiasm
and gratitude.
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I have had the honour of being the “editor” of our little magazine right from the
start. Apart from the continuing worry of how to persuade a sufficient number of
people to write enough pieces to fill each edition, the task of editing articles,
formatting them ready for printing and arranging the final distribution (both by
hand and through the mail) has been a very pleasant and satisfying experience.
Even when I have had to compose the occasional article myself to fill the
pages, it has been an enjoyable practice.
However, there is one task that falls to me that I do not find particularly
agreeable. Annually, in the last Newsletter of each year, I have to remind
readers of the ever increasing costs associated with producing and distributing
Y Llychau. Regrettably, that time has come around again.
Those who receive their newsletters through the post have already been asked
for a contribution towards the cost of the stamps and envelopes involved. While
this financial assistance is very welcome, it does not cover all the expenses
involved in producing Y Llychau.
I am, therefore, asking those readers in the Talley area who have their copies
delivered to their home or who collect it from their church or chapel or from the
Post Office in Cwmdu, to consider making a contribution as well. I apologise for
having to do this each year, but without doing so it is doubtful that Talley
Church finances will be able to support the Newsletter for much longer. I
appreciate that not all readers are in a position to make a financial donation so
please be assured that Y Llychau will continue to be available, whether they
contribute or not, for as long as we can afford to produce it. Should you wish to
make a donation, please send it to me (contact details are on the back page).
Cheques should be made payable to Talley PCC.
Some readers have already made a contribution this year and to those I say a
heartfelt “Thank You”.
I should stress that there are no plans to discontinue publication. We are
actively considering ways of reducing our costs without compromising the
ideals that were introduced at the beginning. Although there are only six
newsletter editions each year, I hope that most of you will agree that it is a
worthwhile project for us to continue. Many of you have expressed your
appreciation of our efforts and for that we are very grateful. However, if you
have any ideas or suggestions as to how we can improve Y Llychau, please let
me know.
Roger Pike
“Editor”
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THE HISTORY AND DEMISE OF CWMGIGFRAN – CWMDU
The old mansion of Cwmgigfran, sadly now a ruin, dates from around 1600,
when it was part of very large estate in Cwmdu. It was mentioned in the book,
“From Historic Carmarthenshire Homes and their families” by Francis Jones
and was described in the following way:“Two miles south-south-west of Talley village and west of Cwmdu.
William Morgan, son of Morgan ap John, was the first owner of
Cwmgigfran, which passed to his son Morgan William, who married
Lucy (Vivens 1666) daughter of Henry Price of Abergorlech, High
Sheriff in 1649, and had two children. 1. William Morgan of
Cwmgigfran, who married his first cousin, only daughter of Thomas,
brother of the said Morgan William and 2. Janet, who married John
Thomas of Cwm Cothi. In 1723, Cwmgigfran belonged to William
Thomas, aged 80, described as having no direct heir and is ‘so
decrepit and infirm that he is not now capable of managing the said
premises’ and accordingly thirteen of his nearest relatives sold
Cwmgigfran to Thomas Jones, attorney, who married Catherine,
daughter of Edmund Lloyd of Rhydybont. The old mansion, later
modernized, had been dismantled by 1956: the ruins show it had
been a large house.”
From the Talley Baptism, Marriage, and Death Records, the Jones family, who
were the main owners of the house, can be traced.
Thomas Jones was described as a gentleman and improprietor of Talley Tithes.
He and his wife Catherine (née Lloyd) had a son David Jones who was born
around 1731 and married Elizabeth, born around 1734. They inherited the
estate and during the period from 1758 until 1782 had 15 children. Sadly, more
than half of their children died in infancy or early adulthood.
1. Mary baptised on 22/6/1758 and died in infancy on 4/5/1759
2. Thomas baptised on 7/8/1759 and died on 12/4/1793
3. Phillip baptized on 17/10/1760
4. John baptized on 26/1/1762
5. David baptized on 28/7/1763 died in infancy on 16/9/1763
6. Anna baptized on 1/8/1766 died in infancy on 3/2/1769
7. Sarah baptized on 21/2/1768
8. William baptized on 8/8/1769 died on 11/3/1837

-4-

Y Llychau

9. Anna baptized on 1/1/1771 died in infancy on 11/5/1771
10. Herbert baptized on 7/5/1772
11. David baptized on 10/5/1773 died in infancy on 19/5/1773
12. David baptized on 5/7/1775 died on 15/7/1775
13. Elizabeth baptized on 7/8/1776
14. Anne baptized on 7/4/1778
15. David baptized on 11/1/1782 and died 20/5/1806

More information about Cwmgigfran was discovered by Kate Arblaster and
recounted in her book, “Walking through Time”.
Kate found that David was succeeded by his 8th child, William, whose daughter
Elizabeth married Evan Humphrey, a farmer from St. Ishmael in 1839. Elizabeth
was paid £1,000 by her brother David to relinquish the lease of Cwmgigfran.
Although Elizabeth last lived in Llandeilo, she was buried in Talley churchyard
along with her other relatives. Kate wrote that by 1858, the remainder of the
estate was sold to William Wyndham Lewis, Esq. and was farmed by Thomas
and William Griffiths. In 1867 the freehold of the property was advertised in the
Cardiff and Merthyr Guardian as Lot 1.
“All that freehold Farm (mainly pasture) with the rights of Common
thereto belonging, known as ‘Cwmgigfran’ situate in the parish of
Talley in the County of Carmarthen, about 6 miles from Llandeilo,
containing by the estate map 242 acres 2 rods 8 perches with the
Homestead, Farm Buildings and 2 cottages thereon, now in the
occupation of Mr Thomas Griffiths as tenant from year to year.”
The property was bought by a local man, Daniel Morgan, who spent a great
deal on improvements including having brick bays built onto the front of the
house. Kate recorded that Alun Morgan recalled hearing that his father, then a
nine year old, carried rubble with a donkey, for breaking up to make mortar for
the building works. The late Ron Jenkins told Kate about the beautiful lawns
and trees around the property and his wife Margaret remembered the huge
staircase in the hall. Locally the house was called ‘the Palace’. Daniel died in
1893 and his son Rhys spent time at the house until 1906.
The Griffiths family apparently were still renting in 1893 but whether they lived
in the mansion or the farmhouse, Kate did not discover. There were various
adverts in the Welshman offering the house to tenants.
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One tenant was the Rev. Francis Long–Price, whose family was living there,
when his daughter Daphne Anabel was recorded as being baptized in 1914. By
the Second World War the house sadly had fallen into disrepair and was sold in
the 1960’s to dealers from Hereford, who stripped it of anything of value. The
stone gate posts were removed and taken to Talley Churchyard to replace the
previous gates, which had rotted away.
More information about the house can be read in Kate’s book, “Walking
through Time”, which can be purchased from the Cwmdu shop.
Pat Edwards
Talley Parish History Group.

DID YOU KNOW?
•

In 2008 an independent panel assessed that Welsh schools,
universities and colleges, along with towns, churches and chapels as
well as local and national government were doing so much to promote
a fairer deal for farmers in the developing world that Wales qualified as
a “Fair Trade Nation”. The first country in the world to be so described.

•

In 1865, when Welshman Sir George Everest from Crickhowell in the
Brecon Beacons was Surveyor General of India he surveyed every
peak in the Himalayas and the highest mountain was named after him.

•

In 1956 the world’s first ever “Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty” was
awarded to the Gower Peninsula. In fact 26% of Wales’ land surface is
now designated as either a National Park or as an Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty. The other four AONBs in Wales are the Wye Valley,
the Anglesey coast, the Llŷn Peninsula and the Clwydian Hills.

•

The land area of Wales is just over 8000 Square Miles with just over 3
million inhabitants but more than 12 million sheep.

•

There are 641 castles in Wales – more per square mile than any other
country. Many were built by invaders trying to rule over Wales, but
today these symbols of domination are among the most popular of
tourist attractions.

•

Since 1981 there have been 19 films shot in Wales, not counting the
many TV series filmed there.
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GARDEN WINS HERITAGE
LOTTERY FUND SUPPORT

GOLAU GWYRDD I
DIRWEDD YR ARDD
FOTANEG

The first stage of a £6.7 million plan
to restore the historic Regency
landscape at the National Botanic
Garden of Wales has been given the
green light. What will be the biggest
project in the Garden’s history aims
to uncover the origins of Middleton
Hall – the 568 acre estate that the
Garden now occupies – and to tell
the story of more than 250 years of
East India Company influence that
shaped the landscape of this part of
Wales.

Mae cam cyntaf cynllun gwerth £6.7
miliwn i adfer tirwedd hanesyddol
Rhaglywiaethol
Gardd
Fotaneg
Genedlaethol Cymru wedi cael y
golau gwyrdd. Mae’r hyn fydd y
prosiect mwyaf yn hanes yr Ardd yn
amcanu at ddatgelu tarddiad
Neuadd Middleton – ystad 568 erw y
mae’r Ardd yn rhan ohoni – ac i
adrodd stori dylanwad mwy na 250
mlynedd o Gwmni India’r Dwyrain a
fu’n gyfrifol am dirwedd y rhan hon o
Gymru.

It was announced today (September
1st 2014) that the Garden has

Cyhoeddwyd heddiw (Medi 1, 2014)
bod yr Ardd yn mynd i dderbyn
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cefnogaeth cychwynnol y Gronfa
Lotri Dreftadaeth (CLD), gydag
addewid o fwy na £300,000 i
ddatblygu cynlluniau ar gyfer y
prosiect
Adfer
Rhaglywiaethol.
Mae’r cynllun yn cynnwys gwaith
pwysig archaeolegol fydd yn datgelu
cyfrinachau’r ystad o gyfnod

received initial support from the
Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) with a
pledge of more than £300,000 to
develop its plans for the Regency
Restoration project.
The
scheme
includes
major
archaeological work which will
reveal the secrets of the estate from
the time of Shakespeare and before,
and see the restoration of the later
Regency landscape that was one of
the finest water parks in Britain.
When completed, the Garden will
once more feature the necklace of
seven lakes, cascades, falls and
weirs created more than 200 years
ago and again boast the Regency
planting scheme that formed the
heart of its parkland.

Shakespeare a chyn hynny, a
gweld adfer tirwedd y cyfnod
Rhaglywiaethol
diweddarach
a
gynhwysai unwaith un o barciau dŵr
gorau Prydain. Pan gwblheir y
prosiect, bydd yr Ardd unwaith eto
yn cynnwys cadwyn o saith llyn,
rhaeadrau, sgydau a llifddorau, a
grewyd mwy na 200 mlynedd yn ôl,
yn ogystal â’r cynllun plannu a
ffurfiodd galon y parcdir.
Meddai Cyfarwyddwraig yr Ardd
Fotaneg Genedlaethol, Dr Rosie
Plummer:
“Dyma
newyddion
rhagorol, ac ry’n ni’n ddiolchgar
iawn i’r Gronfa Lotri Dreftadaeth am
arwyddo cychwyn cyfnod newydd
sbon a chyffrous yn hanes yr Ardd.
Mae’r prosiect, wrth gwrs, yn un
pwysig iawn, ac mae’n rhaid inni
gydnabod rhai o’n prif gyllidwyr
eraill, y pennaf ohonynt yw’r
dyngarwr treftadaeth Richard Broyd
OBE, a awgrymodd ac a gefnogodd
y prosiect o’i gychwyn, a Sefydliad
Garfield
Weston,
Llywodraeth
Cymru, Chwmni’r Sidanwyr a
Ymddiriedolaeth Yr Pererin.

Director of the National Botanic
Garden, Dr Rosie Plummer said:
“This is fantastic news and we are
very grateful to the HLF for
signalling this start to a brand new
and exciting era for the Garden. It is,
of course, a major project and we
need to acknowledge some of our
other key funders, chief among
whom are heritage philanthropist
Richard Broyd OBE, who suggested
and supported the project from the
outset; Garfield Weston Foundation,
Welsh Government, the Mercers’
Company and The Pilgrim Trust.”
She added: “It is an ambitious
project and the most significant
undertaking since the Garden
opened in 2000. It is one which will
not only provide enduring value to

Ychwanegodd: “Mae hwn yn
brosiect uchelgeisiol, a’r fenter fwyaf
arwyddocaol ers agor yr Ardd yn
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2000. Fe fydd e nid yn unig yn rhoi
gwerth barhaol i’r rhan hon o
Gymru, ond bydd e hefyd yn
anrhydeddu gweledigaeth wreiddiol
a dyfalbarhad William Wilkins, a holl
sylfaenwyr eraill yr Ardd.”

this part of Wales but is also very
much about honouring the original
vision of William Wilkins and all the
Garden’s founders.”
Dr Manon Antoniazzi, Chair of
HLF’s Committee for Wales said:
“This is an extremely promising
project and we are thrilled to be able
to provide initial support to develop
the plans for the restoration of
this Welsh landmark. The Garden
provides such a rich reflection of
Wales’ natural heritage and it is vital
that this continues to be protected
and developed so that future
generations can also enjoy and
appreciate
these
wonderful,
Carmarthenshire landscapes. Not
only did the National Botanic
Garden make a convincing case for
restoring the Regency landscape,
there are ambitious plans for people
to get involved in the project and
new ways of helping people to learn
about the heritage and significance
of the site, including the little known
links the East India Company had to
the area. I’m looking forward to
hearing how those plans develop.”

Meddai Dr Manon Antoniazzi,
Cadeirydd Pwyllgor CLD Cymru:
“Mae hwn yn brosiect addawol
iawn, ac ry’n ni wedi’n cyffroi ein
bod ni’n gallu darparu cefnogaeth
gychwynnol er mwyn datblygu’r
cynlluniau i adfer y tirwedd Cymreig
eiconig hwn. Mae’r Ardd yn
adlewyrchiad
gyfoethog
o
dreftadaeth naturiol Cymru, ac
mae’n hanfodol ei bod hi’n dal i gael
ei gwarchod a’i datblygu er mwyn
sicrhau y gall genedlaethau’r
dyfodol
hefyd
fwynhau
a
gwerthfawrogi’r tirweddau hyfryd
hyn yn Sir Gaerfyrddin. Cyflwynodd
yr Ardd Fotaneg Genedlaethol nid
yn unig achos argyhoeddiadol dros
adfer y tirwedd Rhaglywiaethol, ond
hefyd
mae
‘na
gynlluniau
uchelgeisiol i ymrwymo pobl yn y
prosiect a dulliau newydd o helpu
pobl i ddysgu mwy am dreftadaeth
ac arwyddocâd y safle, gan
gynnwys
gysylltiadau
gweddol
anhysbys Cwmni India’r Dwyrain â’r
safle. Rwy’n edrych ymlaen at
glywed sut mae’r cynlluniau hyn yn
datblygu.”

Chief Executive of Carmarthenshire
County Council Mark James also
heralded the announcement as
great news for the Garden, the
county and the region. He said:
“Tourism is the beating heart of
Carmarthenshire and is worth more
than £330 million a year to the
county. This will be an important
addition to the great and growing

Datganodd Mark James, Prif
Weithredwr Cyngor Sir Caerfyrddin,
fod y cyhoeddiad yn newyddion
ardderchog i’r Ardd, y Sir a’r
rhanbarth. Meddai: “Mae twristiaeth
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yn greiddiol i Sir Gaerfyrddin, ac
mae’n werth mwy na £330 miliwn y
flwyddyn i’r Sir. Bydd hyn yn
ychwanegiad bwysig i gynnig
treftadaeth enfawr y Sir i ymwelwyr
Sir Gaerfyrddin a’r rhanbarth, cynnig
sy’n dal i dyfu.”

heritage offer we have for visitors to
Carmarthenshire and the region.”
The Botanic Garden’s Head of
Development, Rob Thomas, who
is responsible for successfully
piloting the funding bid, said:
“The Middletons who settled in
Carmarthenshire in the last quarter
of the 16th century were a family
that comprised the prime movers in
the creation of that early instrument
of empire, the East India Company.
They were not merely the petitioners
for the original charter: they
were the investors, directors,
stakeholders and principal merchant
adventurers in all of the Company’s
first voyages of discovery and
enterprise that came to be known as
the Spice Wars. It is the fortunes
won by John, David and Sir Henry
Middleton, during their brief and
brutal lives and by their bequests,
that created the Middleton Hall
estate which flourished for more
than 150 years: and theirs were
fortunes gained through the vastly
profitable business of plants for
health, at a time when pepper and
cloves were prized commodities and
nutmeg and mace worth more than
their weight in gold.”

Meddai Pennaeth Datblygu’r Ardd,
Rob Thomas, oedd yn gyfrifol
am lywio’r cais am gyllid yn
llwyddiannus: “Roedd y teulu
Middleton, a setlodd yn Sir
Gaerfyrddin yn chwarter olaf y 16eg
ganrif, yn rhai o brif sylfaenwyr y
cyfrwng
cyntaf
hwnnw
i
Ymerodraeth,
Cwmni
India’r
Dwyrain. Roedden nhw nid yn unig
yn rhai o ddeisebwyr y Siarter
wreiddiol, roedden nhw hefyd
yn fuddsoddwyr, cyfarwyddwyr,
rhanddeiliaid a phrif anturiaethwyr
masnachol holl fordeithiau cyntaf y
Cwmni, mordeithiau darganfod a
menter
a
adnabyddid
yn
ddiweddarach yn Rhyfeloedd y
Sbeisys. A’r cyfoeth enfawr a
enillwyd gan John, David a Syr
Henry Middleton yn ystod eu
bywydau byr a chreulon, ynghyd â’u
cymynroddion, a greodd ystad
Neuadd Middleton a ffynnodd am
fwy na 150 o flynyddoedd. Roedd eu
cyfoeth nhw wedi’i ennill trwy fusnes
planhigion meddyginiaethol a oedd
yn broffidiol dros ben, mewn cyfnod
pan oedd puprau a chlofs yn
nwyddau gwerthfawr iawn, a nytmeg
a mês yn werth fwy na’u pwysau
mewn aur.”

Mr Thomas continued “With the
decline in the Middleton fortunes,
the estate was acquired in the
1780s by Sir William Paxton, a Scot
returning from his East India
Company service as one of the
wealthiest men in Britain. He set to
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Meddai Mr Thomas eto: “Gyda’r
dirywiad yn ffortiwn y teulu
Middleton, prynwyd yr ystad gan Syr
William Paxton yn y 1780au,
Albanwr
yn
dychwelyd
o’i
wasanaeth gyda Chwmni India’r
Dwyrain
yn
un
o
ddynion
cyfoethocaf Prydain. Dechreuodd
weithio er mwyn creu’r tirwedd a
welir yma heddiw, gan ddefnyddio’r
bobl orau yn eu meysydd i
gynllunio’r plasty, y gerddi a’r
gadwyn
o
lynnoedd
sy’n
amgylchynu’r plasty ar ben y bryn.
Byddai’n ymwybodol yn sicr o hanes
y teulu Middleton yr oedd yn
ymgysylltu â nhw. Dyma’n wir
ddyddiau gorau yr ystad, a gall yr
Ardd heddiw hawlio nid yn unig ei
bod hi wedi bod yn safle o dyfu
ffurfiol am fwy na 400 mlynedd, ond
gall hi bwyntio hefyd at y ffaith bod
ei chychwyn cyntaf wedi’i seilio ar
blanhigion meddyginaethol a’r elw a
wnaethpwyd ohonynt, ac iddi gael ei
chynnal gan ddatblygiad a thwf yr
Ymerodraeth Brydeinig.

work, creating the blueprint for the
landscape here today, employing
the finest minds of the time to
design the mansion, gardens and
necklace of lakes that surrounded
his hilltop home. He would have
been acutely aware of the Middleton
history that he was buying into. This
truly was the heyday of the estate
and the Garden today can not only
claim that it has been a site of
formal growing for more than 400
years, but can also point to the fact
that it had its very genesis in plants
for health and the profits to be made
from them and was sustained by the
development and growth of the
British Empire.
“It is an incredible story of pirates,
plague and plants for health, and
plots a period of 250 years of
international trade from the times
of barter and exchange to the
establishment of international lines
of credit and investment banking;
the forging of the blueprint for our
current capitalist system; and, in the
hands of Sir William Paxton, the
formation of modern investment
banking.”

“Mae hi’n stori anhygoel o fôrladron,
pla
a
phlanhigion
meddyginiaethol, ac yn nodweddu
cyfnod o 250 mlynedd yn natblygiad
masnach ryngwladol, o gyfnod
cyfnewid a thrwco i sefydlu llinellau
o gredyd rhyngwladol a bancio
buddsoddi, a sefydlu patrwm ar
gyfer
ein
system
gyfalafol
bresennol; ac yn nwylo Syr William
Paxton, sefydlu bancio buddsoddi
modern.”

Information taken from the
National Botanic Garden of
Wales website.
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TALLEY SCHOOL

YSGOL TALYLLYCHAU

Congratulations to Malati Harrison
and Ellie Lyng Murray for great
success in the violin exams they
recently sat. Both girls are year 6
pupils.

Llongyfarchiadau mawr i Malati
Harrison ag Ellie Lyng Murray am
gael anrhydedd mawr wrth eistedd eu
arholiadau ffidl yn ddiweddar. Mae’r
ddwy yn disgyblion blwyddyn 6.

Congratulations also to Solwen,
Joshua, Malati and Charlie, pupils
from Talley School, for gaining
prizes in the children’s section of
Llansawel Show.

Llongyfarchiadau mawr i Solwen,
Malati, Joshua ag i Charlie
disgyblion o Ysgol Talyllychau am
ennill gwobrau yn adran y plant yn
Sioe Llansawel.

- 12 -

Y Llychau

FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN TALLEY SCHOOL
November 28th – Cawl and quiz evening
December 12th – Christmas Show
two performances – 1.30pm and 6.30pm
December 17th – Carol singing around the village

TALLEY CRICKET CLUB

CLWB CRICED
TALYLLYCHAU

The following information was taken
from the publication Talley News Christmas 1990.

Daeth y wybodaeth isod i law o’r
cylchgrawn Talley News – Nadolig
1990.

“The cricket club was formed
in August 1978, following two
village matches played against
Pumpsaint. Although a battle
royal took place, Talley was
beaten on both occasions.

“Ffurfiwyd y Clwb Criced ym
mis Awst 1978 ar ôl dwy gêm
bentref yn erbyn Pumsaint. Er
gwaethaf
ymrafael
caled,
trechwyd Talyllychau ar y
ddau achlysur.

Considerable interest was
generated and the club quickly
acquired full cricket equipment
(which is still available) partly
by fund raising and partly by
the generous donations of
members of the club. The first
officials were Chairman Mr B
David, Treasurer Mr D Eurfyl
Evans and Secretary Mr JH
James.

Dangoswyd gwir ddiddordeb a
chafwyd yr offer angenrheidiol
llawn (sydd ar gael o hyd) yn
rhannol trwy ddigwyddiadau i
godi arian ac yn rhannol trwy
roddion hael gan aelodau’r
clwb. Y swyddogion cyntaf
oedd Cadeirydd, Mr B David,
Trysorydd, Mr D Eurfyl Evans
ac Ysgrifennydd, Mr JH
James.

One of the first games
arranged was between the
married and single men of the
village on 23 September 1978.
The minutes record that the
married men were to be

Un o’r gemau cyntaf a
drefnwyd oedd rhwng y gŵyr
priod a’r dynion sengl ar Fedi
23, 1978. Yn ôl y cofnodion, yr
enw ar y gwŷr priod fyddai
- 13 -
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known as “Gentlemen” and
the Single men as “Players”.
This was played at a field at
Caegwyn, Pantyresgair, which
Mr Oswald Williams kindly
offered. The minutes sadly
don’t record who won this
momentous match.

“Boneddigion”
a’r
dynion
sengl fyddai “Chwaraewyr”.
Chwaraewyd y gem hon ar
Caegwyn, Pantyresgair trwy
garedigrwydd, Mr Oswald
Williams.
Ni
chofnodwyd
canlyniad y gêm hon yn y
cofnodion yn anffodus.

This was shortly followed by a
Ladies and Gents cricket
match, a film of which was
shown at a social evening at
the Edwinsford.

Yn
union
ar
ôl
hyn,
chwaraewyd
gêm
griced
rhwng y Gwragedd a’r Dynion
a dangoswyd ffilm ohoni mewn
noson gymdeithasol yn yr
Edwinsford.

The pitch at Caegwyn was
used for several years with
practices during the winter
months at Tregib indoor nets.
In the first full year 11 games
were played with Talley
winning 4, with a total number
of 19 players. The Andrew
Fidler Memorial Cup was
played for, with the last
recorded match being 29 May
1982.

Defnyddiwyd y llain yn Cae
Gwyn am lawer o flynyddoedd
gydag ymarferion yn ystod y
gaeaf yn rhwydau dan do
Tregib. Yn ystod y flwyddyn
lawn gyntaf chwaraewyd 11
gêm gyda Thalyllychau’n ennil
4, gyda 19 o chwaraewyr i
gyd. Chwaraewyd am Gwpan
Andrew Fiddler, gyda’r gêm
olaf ar Fai 29, 1982.
Y tymor llawn olaf oedd 1983
gyda Mr O Williams yn
Llywydd a’r Cadeirydd Mr J
Fletcher, yr Ysgrifennydd,
Mr A Bailey a’r Capten, Mr E
Evans. Ceisiwyd trefnu rhai
gemau ym 1986 ond ni
chwaraewyd y gemau”.

The 1983 season was the last
full season with the President
being
Mr
O
Williams,
Chairman Mr J Fletcher,
Secretary Mr A Bailey and
Captain Mr E Evans. Although
some fixtures were attempted
in 1986 the matches were
never played”.

Yn y llun isod gwelir y chwaraewyr a
rhai o’r gwragedd ym 1980.

The photograph below shows the
players and some of the wives in
1980.

Pan ddaeth y tîm i ben, rhoddwyd yr
offer a’r arian i Gwmdu lle ’roedd

When the team was disbanded, all
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ganddynt eu tîm criced eu hunain.

the remaining equipment and
monies were given to Cwmdu, who
had their own cricket club.

Byddai Pwyllgor Hanes Talyllychau
yn ddiolchgar am unrhyw luniau neu
wybodaeth am Glwb Criced, Cwmdu
neu am Glwb Criced Talyllychau.

The Talley Parish History Group
would be very grateful for any
photographs or information about
the Cwmdu Cricket Club or about
the Talley Cricket Club.

Pat Edwards
(kindly translated by Janet James)

Pat Edwards
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THE HISTORY OF MINCEMEAT
The “mince” in mincemeat comes from the Middle English mincen and the Old
French mincier, both of which are traceable to the Latin word minutia, meaning
smallness. The word mincemeat is an adaptation of an earlier term minced
meat, meaning finely chopped meat. Originally “meat” was a term for food in
general, not only animal flesh.
English recipes from the 15th, 16th, and 17th centuries describe a mixture of
meat and fruit used as a pie filling. These early recipes included vinegars and
wines, but by the 18th century, distilled spirits, frequently brandy, were being
used instead. The use of spices (such as clove, nutmeg, mace and cinnamon)
was common in late medieval and renaissance meat dishes. The increase of
sweetness from added sugars and the products of fermentation made
mincemeat less of a savoury dinner course and helped to direct its use toward
desserts.
A 16th century recipe for a pie filling said
“The mutton or beef must be finely minced and seasoned with
pepper and salt with a little saffron to colour it. Then a good quantity
of suet or marrow must be added with a little vinegar and some
prunes, raisins and dates. Put in the fat from the broth of salted beef
and, if you want Royal pastry, take some butter and egg yolks and
combine them with flour to make the paste.”
In the mid to late 18th century, mincemeat in Europe had become associated
with old fashioned, rural, or homely foods. In Victorian England the preparation
of mincemeat was seen as a traditional Yuletide treat. A typical 19th century
recipe instructed the housekeeper to
“stone 2 lbs of raisins and cut them once or twice across, but do
not chop them; wash, dry and pick 3 lbs of currants free from
stalks and grit; mince 1½ lbs of lean beef with 3 lbs of beef suet,
taking care the latter is chopped very fine; slice 2 oz each of citron,
candied lemon peel and candied orange peel; grate a small
nutmeg; pare, core and mince 2 quarts of apples; and grate the
rind of 2 lemons into the juice of one of them, straining out any
pips. When all the ingredients are thus prepared, mix them well
together, adding ½ pint of brandy when the other things are well
blended. Press the whole into a jar, carefully excluding the air, and
the mincemeat will be ready for use in a fortnight.”
By the mid-20th century the term “mincemeat” was used to describe a similar
mixture that does not contain meat, but that might include animal fat in the form
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of suet or butter, but could also substitute solid vegetable fats, making it
vegetarian. Modern mincemeat is aged to deepen flavours and activate the
preserving effect of the alcohol, which over time changes the overall texture of
the mixture by breaking down the meat proteins. It is said that preserved
mincemeat may be stored for up to ten years.
From the late 16th century, rectangular shaped pies containing mincemeat with
beef or mutton were often eaten as the main meal at Christmas. They came to
be called ‘crib pies’ because they were similar in shape to the manger,
especially as many of them tended to sink in the centre during cooking. These
were forbidden by Oliver Cromwell as being a sign of gluttony (at the same time
as he also forbade the celebrating of Christmas), especially those that had a
little pastry figure to represent the baby Jesus placed on top. Christmas was
seen as pagan because it was not sanctioned in the Bible.
The festival, however, was re-instated when Charles II was restored to the
throne in 1660, by which time the pies had become round and the pastry
“Jesus” had disappeared all together. These came to be known simply as
‘mince pies’ and contained ingredients similar to the ones we use today.
As time went on, mince pies became smaller and smaller. Another name for
them was ‘wayfarers’ pies since they were given to visitors during the
Christmas holiday. It was thought to be lucky to eat twelve mince pies, one in
each of twelve different houses during the twelve days of Christmas to ensure a
happy twelve months for the year ahead.
Scoffing mince pies has long been a British tradition at this time of year, but did
you know that eating them on Christmas Day has technically been illegal for
more than 350 years? Today, in the UK mincemeat is still mainly consumed
during the Christmas holiday season when mince pies or mincemeat tarts are
served. In some parts of the United States, mincemeat pies are also a
traditional part of the Thanksgiving holiday, sometimes served with a piece of
Cheddar cheese.
Tradition also says that the cinnamon, cloves and nutmeg in the mincemeat
represent the three gifts given to the infant Jesus by the Magi and that each
mince pie should be topped with a star-shaped trimming of pastry to represent
the star that led the shepherds and wise men to Bethlehem.
Roger Pike
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DRAMATIC CHANGES IN THE TALLEY WOODLANDS
We have been following the spread of the disease Phytophthora Ramorum in
Larch for the last five years. In Wales it was first found in the valleys near Port
Talbot in Larch and Rhododendron but has subsequently spread rapidly
northward with substantial areas in the Taliaris region and the main Brechfa
forest last year.
Infection spread in 2014 has slowed significantly as a result of the dry(er)
autumn in 2013 but is expected to surge northward again next year if the
autumn weather suits the disease.
As part of a policy to treat the disease and to reduce the threat to other plant
species – particularly Vaccinium species, Bilberry and many other garden
plants – we are programming larger scale felling of Larch stands to reduce the
possible spore load and by that the risk to heathland and nurseries.
For the Talley woods this has resulted in a major change to the forest
management operations for the next few years. The intention had been to fell
some areas of spruce, with the Larch being managed under a Continuous cover
system. As a consequence we will now defer the felling of other species –
probably for 5-10 years – though maintaining the present thinning pattern. The
majority of the larch will be felled within the next year given the constraints of
nesting raptor species. There are some small stands of pine within the Larch
areas which we will assess and retain if we can.
The regeneration of the Larch areas will differ – the Allt y Plas lakeside block is
noted within the Ancient Woodland inventory and will be regenerated as Native
woodland. The main area on Allt yr Arian will be replanted with areas of
Broadleaf woodland, Pine and other mixed conifers to make best use of the site
and ensure climate and disease resilience for the future.
We will have to look again at the woodland design plan as with many other
woodlands over the next five years; the loss of Larch to the disease has
been a major disruption in so many areas and it will take some time to “pick up
the pieces”.
Any
queries
or
concerns
please
contact
Marie
George
marie.george@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk or on 03000653943.

on

Information provided by Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru
(Natural Resources Wales) to John Rees
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BY THE LAKE
The sunlight filtered by the trees gave a soft light to the quarry where he sat,
carefully filling his rucksack with chosen stones. Everything was planned, from
locating the quarry, to finding the bush by the lake which marked the start of the
submerged causeway. Nothing had been left to chance, not even the letter,
now sealed into a bag, zipped into his jacket pocket.
The letter had been hard to write, asking the world for understanding and
forgiveness because he could no longer stand the pain of his memories. The
bankruptcy. The death of Karen, his beloved wife. Family and friends who now
all kept their distance. He felt so achingly alone and empty.
Six months ago he had visited the doctor, looking for help with his lack of
energy, needing sleep and concerned by his increasing forgetfulness. The
cautiously worded prognosis had left him both horrified and resigned, for he had
watched the awfulness of the dementia which had consumed his mother. He
could remember that time vividly, and so he was determined to act before it was
too late. This plan would end his pain and bring him the peace he so craved.
He hefted the rucksack and set off slowly down the road to the sheepfold by the
churchyard. Opening the rusted gate he looked for the bush which marked the
causeway and walked across the slope towards it. The day was warm, the
rucksack increasingly heavy and his legs seemed unable to cope. Every step
became an effort. He was so tired. Halfway down the slope he sank to the
ground exhausted and closed his eyes.
When he opened them again he looked at the lake, the green grass and his
rucksack. He experienced a chill of fear. Why was he here?
Benelli

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE
Dai went into his boss’s office in the company where he worked.
“I’ll be honest with you, sir” he said “I know that the economy isn’t great at the
moment, but I have four companies after me, so I would respectfully like to ask
for a pay rise.”
After a few minutes of haggling his manager finally agreed to a 5% rise and Dai
happily got up to leave.
“By the way” his boss asked, “Which four companies are after you?”
Dai replied “The electric company, the gas company, the water company and
the ’phone company.”
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TALLEY AND CWMDU DURING WW1 AND WW2
The men from Talley and Cwmdu who served in the military Services during
WW1 but who did not survive the war were mentioned in an earlier edition of
Y Llychau. The men who served during WW1 and WW2 but did survive the
wars included the following:Daniel Evans, Bolahaul, served in the army during WW1, with his brother,
Jack. Daniel fought in the Battle of the Somme and was awarded the Military
Medal. He also served in the Royal Observer Corps during WW2 with Gwyn
Roberts, Blaennant. The photograph is of Gwyn Roberts and Daniel Evans.

John Evans, Bolahaul, on active service in 1914-1918 war.
Evan Davies, Parcydilfa, on active service in the 1914-1918 war.
David Goronwy Griffiths (Dewi), Cwmdu Inn, joined the Royal Army Medical
Corps in 1916 and was sent to Ireland. He married Netta, a girl from Bournville,
in 1918, and after the war became a librarian. He was eventually appointed the
Cardiganshire County Librarian.
Tom Griffith Griffiths, Cwmdu Inn, was called up in August 1916 and became
a gunner with the Royal Field Artillery. He was stationed in Egypt and Italy.
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William Caradog Griffiths, Cwmdu Inn, joined the Pembrokeshire Yeomanry
in his teens. He was called to join his regiment at the beginning of war and was
stationed in Carmarthen, Hereford, Norfolk, Dorchester and Suffolk. He was
expected to go to France but was released from service in April 1918, after an
appearance before the Medical Board.
Parry Reynolds, Dolwerdd, served in the navy as a signalman on board S.S.
Thomas Twiney, under guidance of H.M.S. Indefatigable. He was saved on two
occasions, when his ship was torpedoed. He survived that war and during WW2
joined the local branch of the Royal Observer Corps and often shared shifts
with Jesse Roberts and Gwyn Roberts at the Talley Observation Post. In the
photograph Parry Reynolds is show seated.

Richard Williams, Abbey View, worked in London and Cardiff as a carpenter
and cabinet maker. He joined the army during the war, was badly wounded in
the battle of the Somme and was sent home to recover. . He later worked in
Cardiff and London as a carpenter and cabinet maker.
Thomas Lewis Griffiths, Blaenug-isaf, joined the navy during WW2 and was
awarded the Distinguished Service Medal. This was thought to be either, ‘For
gallantry and devotion to duty in operations which led to the clearance of the
Aegean and the relief of Greece’ or ‘for landing in France, one day before
D Day to guide in the landing craft’.

- 21 -

Y Llychau

Devonald Jones, Pretoria House, served in the R.A.F. for the duration of WW2
and died recently.
Morgan Morgans, Ardwyn, who after the war became headmaster of Talley
School from 1920 to 1950. Ardwyn was formerly the Crown Inn, the public
house adjacent to Ael y Bryn, the old shoemaker’s house. Morgan died in 1958
aged 70. His son Glyn served during WW2 but suffered a serious illness whilst
in the Middle East.
William Trefor Morgan, Porth Selu, served in Egypt during the 1939-45 war.
David Rogers, Bolahaul, served in the army in France during WW1. He was
born at Gwynion Llethri but later farmed at Bolahaul.

The evacuation of Britain’s cities, at the start of WW2 was the biggest and most
concentrated mass movement of people in Britain’s history and was called
Operation Pied Piper. In the first four days of September 1939, nearly 3 million
people, mostly children accompanied by teachers, were transported to places
of safety in the countryside.
Talley and Cwmdu became home to a number of evacuees during WW2. Parry
and Nance Reynolds, Dolwerdd, with their two daughters, Janet and Gwyneth,
looked after Pauline Lewis, an evacuee from London, in their home, Dan y
Graig, whilst Pauline’s mother and brother were billeted with a Mr & Mrs
Morgan further away. The family returned to their London home, only to come
back again to Talley, when the bombing restarted. This time, Pauline and her
family came to stay in a different house as Janet’s parents had moved to live at
Dolwerdd, Halfway. Pauline described, in an earlier edition of Y Llychau, how
she and her brother received schooling in Talley School. They were taught by a
Mr Cox, himself and his children, evacuees from London. The headmaster,
Morgan Morgans was also looking after evacuees. Pauline described those
years as being wonderful, happy and carefree. Many years later, Janet was
delighted to meet Pauline again, when she returned to visit Talley with her
family in 2004.
In the Talley School Log Book for the war years, there are several entries
regarding evacuees. One such entry for 13 December 1940 stated that:‘The evacuated mothers from London are entertained by the WVS to
tea at the schoolroom in the afternoon. This was as a result of the
collection by Miss Ollett and self to provide a Christmas tree for the
school children and all evacuees in the Parish’.
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On 22 May 1941, the entry stated that:‘14 children and 1 teacher arrived from Swansea this day. They are
being accommodated in the vestry of the Welsh Methodist Chapel’.
Official rationing began on 8 January 1940 initially, with bacon, butter and sugar
and later with other items including petrol. Despite the complexity, the queuing
and the paperwork, many appreciated the fairness and equality of rationing,
which continued until 1954. I suspect that both Talley and Cwmdu, being
situated in a rural area with access to the many farms in the area, did not have
as many problems finding food, as people living in urban areas.
David Ellis Thomas was staying in Talley during WW2 and wrote:‘The only sweets that were ever in the Post Office shop were sticky
black and white peppermint bulls eyes or pear drops and then only if
you had the coupons in your ration book. Otherwise it was “a
pennyworth of lemon sherbet powder, please Mrs Griffiths” to suck off
wet yellow fingers or some twigs of Spanish Root. Well, that was until
the ‘merry can’ (American) soldiers came’.
Several people commented that Annie Griffiths, Cwmdu Shop, was able to
obtain many goods on the Black Market, no-one knew from whom, to sell in
the shop at Cwmdu. People came from as far as Swansea to buy from her and
she probably made a great deal of money during the war.
Some residents of Talley and Cwmdu were children during WW2 but still
remembered what happened during that time. The late Mrs Gwyneth Jones,
Noddfa, wrote that she remembered carrying her gas mask to school every
day and that they had regular drills to run to a dugout in the field.
Concerts were held in the school every week to raise money for the troops
sent home on leave. She also wrote that many of the local men became Air
Raid Wardens, joined the Home Guard or formed part of the Royal Observer
Corps and that the Edwinsford Mansion became home to a school of Jewish
children from England.
Hywel Jones, Ordawe, Cwmdu remembered that his father, Gwyn Y Gof and
the postman Ted Rees were both members of the Home Guard. He told me
that during the Blitz, people from Cwmdu went up Pen Gaer Mountain, Taliaris,
and could see Swansea burning red and also the German Bombers returning to
their base.
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The late Denzil James, Ael y Bryn, wrote:“During the war, some evacuees came to Talley, by train to Llandeilo
and then by bus. One of them, Geoffrey Wilcock, taught me English.
He and I used to fish in Talley Lake until he left in 1944 to join the
R.A.F. I attended a commemoration at St Clears, when the evacuees
thanked the local people for their kindness.
“During the war there was a Dads’ Army equivalent at Talley as well
as an Observation Post. I remember one night finding a lot of bullets
and throwing them on a fire. They were whizzing everywhere: it’s a
wonder we were not shot. The Observation Post was a good excuse to
go to the Cross Inn (as it was known then). Mr Thomas kept it and
would close the door after 6 or so of his cronies were in”.
Further Information about the Observation Post in Talley will be printed in the
next edition of this magazine.
The Talley Parish History Group would be grateful for any photographs or
stories to extend our knowledge of the war years in the area. We would
particularly like to know more about the war contribution that women made.
Please
contact
Pat
on
01558
685779
or
by
e-mail
to
history03@mypostoffice.co.uk.
Pat Edwards
Talley History Group

PLAQUE SEEN IN A GARDEN CENTRE IN DOREST
The easiest thing to grow in a garden is tired.
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PUZZLE PAGE
SUDOKU
Complete the grid by placing one number between 1 and 9 in the empty boxes
such that every horizontal row, every vertical column and each 9-box square
contains all the digits from 1 to 9 inclusive.
The answer will appear in the January issue of the Newsletter.

6

8

5

1

3

9
2

4

9

2

8

1
7

7

3

2
7

4

8
6

1

9

7
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TELL THE WORLD TO REMEMBER

I started my day at the kitchen table with my phone in hand. The night before I
had had thoughts of Flanders Fields and those who’d gone before. Although a
hundred years has passed it’s our duty to remember. I must play my part. I
dialled the number.
“I’d like to order a wreath, please. Can you deliver?”
“Where to?”
“Talley Church. Place it at the foot of the Great War Memorial Cross, to
commemorate the centenary.”
“Do you have flowers in mind?”
“Garden flowers?”
“Yes. Can you make it so it looks like a sweetheart has picked them for her
fallen soldier? There needs to be Daisies, Forget-Me-Nots and Talley hedgerow
flowers – the sorts seen at home on scrubbed farm house tables or on window
sills – like posies gathered for sweethearts from the hills around, filling jam jars
on heavy bedside furniture.”
I held the image in my head, a roll-call of memories of Talley young and old, of
empty seats and pews in church, of letters home and letters sent, of exchanges
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by sweethearts in the dark lanes at night with sweet kisses and assurances,
‘don’t you worry, I’ll be home soon’, of pats on the back, and gallant
handshakes and of silent tears. I thought of parents who give their sons and of
children who give their fathers, from the Land of their Fathers. Yes, it feels right.
Garden flowers. Like the sort my family grew nearby: Dahlias, Lupins, Gladioli,
Chrysanthemums and Sweet Peas.
“And the message?”
A line from a poem struck a chord: “Oh! You who sleep in Flanders fields,
sleep sweet. Please add: For the fallen men and boys of this parish, 19141918.”
I thought I had said enough, but I wanted to say more: That we are all grateful
for our today’s because they gave their tomorrow’s; that the gap they left is still
felt; that they are still missed; that Talley’s roads and lanes, lakes and hills
have lain empty and quiet for a generation since; that their sacrifice changed
the farms and homesteads they left behind; that we have been touched by their
bravery and are sorry that they never returned for the harvest and that things
haven’t been the same since.
I recouped, poured myself a cup of tea and took it outside. There was an
August sun on my face and a breeze that comes with the month that is fresh
and keen, and I thought about all those gentle people; the poets, farmers and
farm hands, milkmen and cheese makers, the book keepers and drivers,
grooms and blacksmiths, fruit pickers and delivery boys; Their melodic voices
smiling, clear and sharp, the laughter that comes from being with friends. What
they would have given to have come home together to Talley? The cost to the
village? Immeasurable.
One day I will return once more to Talley, to the cross of the Great War
Memorial, walk those roads and hills, recall and not forget those tales of days
gone past and keep those fading memories from yesteryear alive. My deed
done, I turned once more to my garden, to the gladioli, sweet peas and
chrysanthemums that I now grow.
The local parish church bell tolled eleven times and I thought how the bell at
Talley tolled for those boys. In the silence, a few specks of light rain atones for
the past and washes away the tears. One hundred years has passed. We can’t
forget. We won’t forget.
M Steele
4 August 2014
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THE BEAUTIFUL BRIDGE YOU HAVEN’T SEEN?
As you drive from Llandeilo to Talley and you emerge from between the
overhanging trees at Halfway do you ever look at what is around you? Or like
most are you focussed on an overtaking opportunity? Hopefully the following
might make you look and see history from 50+ years ago and even stop to view
a beautiful, but hidden, stone bridge.
Join me as I travel from the overhanging trees into the sunlight, and we see on
our left a scruffy lay-by and the entrance to LLETHERMAWR farm. But there is
much more here! The lay-by is in fact the old road which crosses a lovely stone
bridge. If you have stout shoes you can walk across the bridge to examine its
west side and admire the builders’ workmanship.
For those who cannot make the walk the photograph on the front page must
suffice. The bridge is called PONT Y PENBWL, bridge over the pool, and is
also PEN Y PLWYF, end of the parish (of Talley).
From here you can see that the road crossed the bridge then swerved across to
the right into what is now a large lay-by, but you can see from the hedge line
that this IS the old road. Already you can appreciate that this section of road
was as winding as the current road to Crugybar. Now, on the right we see the
entrance to GLANYRAFONDDUISAF farm and to the left the turning to Cwmdu.
In past times this was a very different scene.
There was a ford across the Talley road which was realigned and covered in
1906 to become PONT HALFWAY. Where the Ebenezer Chapel now stands
was John Evans, blacksmith, and across the road where the bungalow now
stands was the Llangadog Cooperative Depot run by the Evans family,
supplying animal feed. They were Apostolics and eventually gave the smithy to
their church, to become the Ebenezer Chapel which we see today.
Next we come to Halfway House, on the left, which was a public house
tenanted by Mrs Margaret Evans. Then, if you are not accelerating, you will see
that the next house is offset, with a curious driveway. The house, DOLWERDD
(Green Meadow) is aligned with the original road and you can see that it runs
alongside the current road. Outside is a small plaque for “1935” when the old
road was altered. Unless you are in a high vehicle the whole of the old road is
really only visible in winter when you can see through the hedges. Alongside
some modern outbuildings is a small white stone structure which was
TY CANOL, Middle Cottage.
The following picture shows the old road to TY CANOL.
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Just as the road begins to climb you will notice that you are crossing a small
river. In 1906 this was a tricky ford, PONT PYLEBACH, little pool, also known
as GWALCHALFODDI, beware of drowning (!)
So, in the space of half a mile you will have seen how much this part of our
parish has changed in just 100 years. I doubt anyone misses the old road and
especially the risk of drowning, but really that beautiful old bridge deserves
some appreciation. If you can, please stop and look.
Thank you to Mrs Janet James, Mr Geraint Davies and the History Society for
helping me with this.
I hope that others will come forward with more information of this interesting
part of the Parish.
Wyn Edwards
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PAST HAPPENINGS ON DAYS IN NOVEMBER
As part of the series of historical events that happened on specific days, below
is a list of incidents that occurred on each day of November, mostly in the last
century or so. A similar list for different months will appear in future issues.
November 1st
November 2nd
November 3rd
November 4th
November 5th
November 6th
November 7th
November 8th

November 9th
November 10th
November 11th
November 12th
November 13th
November 14th
November 15th
November 16th

The Church in Wales ordained its first women priests in 1996
and the first issue of Y Llychau was produced in 2006.
The North & South Wales Bank joined with the London City &
Midland Bank in 1908, ending the issue of Welsh banknotes.
Esso opened the first oil refinery at Milford Haven in 1960.
The first performance of “Cwm Rhondda”, in its final version,
was given at the Welsh Baptist Chapel, Pontypridd, in 1907.
In 1605, Guy Fawkes and others were found laying 30 barrels
of gunpowder under the Houses of Parliament.
The Church of England relaxed its requirement for women to
wear hats in church in 1942.
Sabena Airways, the national airline of Belgium, went bankrupt
in 2001.
In a referendum on the Sunday opening of public houses, eight
Welsh counties, including Carmarthenshire, voted to stay “dry”
in 1961.
The largest hotel in Wales at the time, the 156-room Grand
Hotel at Llandudno, opened in 1901.
Outspoken left-wing MP Michael Foot defeated Denis Healey
in the election for the Labour party leader in 1980.
Armistice Day – the First World War formally ended in 1918.
After more than 150 years, the English pound note was
replaced by the pound coin in 1984.
The French Cornu helicopter took off in 1907 on the first free
flight of a rotary-wing aircraft.
The Felinfoel Brewery in Llanelli became the first brewery in
Europe to sell beer in cans in 1935.
The German Luftwaffe bombed Coventry in a massive raid in
1940, leaving much of the city devastated.
The Hoxne Hoard, a collection of Roman silver and gold coins,
tableware and jewellery was discovered in Sussex in 1992.
- 30 -

Y Llychau

November 17th David Livingstone became the first European to see the
Victoria Falls (in what is now present-day Zambia-Zimbabwe)
in 1885.
November 18th A fire in King’s Cross, London’s busiest underground station,
killed 31 people in 1987.
November 19th In 1961 Capel Celyn village was destroyed when the Llŷn
Celyn reservoir was constructed to provide water for Liverpool.
November 20th Snowdonia was awarded the status of ‘National Park’ in 1951
– only the third such Park in Britain to be so honoured.
November 21st The Natural History Museum announced that the “Piltdown
Man” skull, initially believed to be one of the most important
fossilized hominid skulls ever found, was a hoax in 1953.
November 22nd The Welsh language was used in the Vatican for the first time
during a beatification ceremony for 3 Welsh martyrs in 1987.
November 23rd The BBC broadcast the first episode of Doctor Who (starring
William Hartnell) it 1963. It is now the world’s longest running
science fiction drama.
November 24th New licensing laws came in force in England and Wales in
2005 making it legal for pubs and shops to sell alcohol 24
hours a day.
November 25th The funeral of US President, John F Kennedy, (assassinated
on November 22nd) took place in Washington in 1963.
November 26th The Wales Millennium Centre in Cardiff was officially opened
in 2004 by Janet Thickpenny, a young mother from Barry.
November 27th Ross McWhirter, BBC TV presenter and co-founder of the
Guinness Book of Records was shot dead outside his home by
the Provisional IRA in 1975.
November 28th Margaret Thatcher formally tendered her resignation to the
Queen in 1990 after 11 years as Prime Minister.
November 29th Panic-buying broke out at garages across the country as the
government gave details of its petrol rationing plans in 1956.
November 30th The Welsh Historic Monuments Executive Agency, CADW,
was created in 1984.
Researched by Roger Pike

- 31 -

Y Llychau

ALLOTMENTS
Allotments were conceived as a way to alleviate the distress of the rural poor.
Towards the end of the eighteenth century, many rural labourers lost their land
and jobs. The misfortunes of those workers had been largely blamed on the
process of enclosure.
Before the sixteenth century it was the general practice that poor people in
England and Wales had the right to graze their livestock on common land, mow
meadows for hay and grow arable crops in open fields, but in Tudor times the
process of “enclosure” became widespread. Under enclosure, land was fenced
and became the property of one or more owners. Many small landholdings
were consolidated into a lesser number of larger holdings.
This process eventually removed food production from the hands of numerous
small producers and placed it in the hands of a few, wealthy landowners. In
addition to losing their land, peasants also lost many of their common rights,
including the right to forage for fuel and food.
This loss of land, combined with several poor harvests, the Napoleonic Wars,
a decline in real wages and a severe lack of alternative employment
opportunities, caused such great economic hardship that by the end of the
eighteenth century there was a large underclass of hungry, downtrodden and
disaffected people that needed help. Help in those days came in the form of
Poor Law relief. In reality, being the recipient of Poor Law charity usually meant
ending up in the workhouse.
A few souls eventually began to feel sorry for the poor and hungry workers.
This enlightened attitude was unusual in those days. In fact, prior to the middle
of the nineteenth century, hunger was very much seen to be part of God’s
divine plan. If you were hungry, it was because you deserved it. Eventually,
however, social reformers recognized that hunger was not actually the fault of
the hungry, but the result of a failing economic and political climate.
The ruling classes began to realise that the hunger of the poor hurt not just
themselves, but endangered society in general. With poverty came unrest,
crime and a breakdown of the social order. Those who had become rich
through enclosure also had to pay a burdensome Poor Law tax. The solution
put forward was land grants to the poor. It was seen as a way to restore the old
social order, reduce the Poor Law tax and help the hungry to help themselves.
Ground, usually uncultivated areas of fallow land or at the edge of fields, was
made available to the poor for growing potatoes but not other crops. These
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“potato grounds” were let by farmers to employees at a market rent, or as part
of a labour contract in lieu of wages. They were commonly offered on a
temporary or seasonal basis and often only during a subsistence crisis.
Tied labour ensured the farmer had an affordable and guaranteed labour pool
at harvest time, which was particularly important during the Napoleonic Wars
because of the rise in wages due to the shortage of manpower. With the return
of the men from the Wars, there was a glut of labourers, and farmers no longer
needed tied workers. Eventually potato grounds became more important for the
income they generated than as a labour pool. Later still, they fell out of favour
altogether and disappeared.
By the summer of 1830, the position of the farm labourer had again deteriorated
to the point where unemployment was rife and many workers were on the brink
of starvation. A series of riots ensued, with the farmers and their new threshing
machines being the main targets of the rioters. It was no surprise, therefore,
that at this time, the “allotment movement” really took off. Supporters of the
movement lobbied for small parcels of land to be made available for people to
rent so that they could grow their own vegetables. Over the next forty years, the
movement grew to have a quarter of a million allotments covering nearly 60,000
acres.
The success of the nineteenth century allotment scheme was due in no small
part to the establishment of the effective Labourer’s Friend Society (LFS). This
Society was established in 1815 and was a leader in promoting and raising
awareness of allotment grounds and, most importantly, helping labourers to
acquire their own plot. The LFS published a magazine which provided useful
information on setting out allotments, drawing up tenancy agreements and rules
as well as offering practical advice on how to grow various vegetables.
The location of the first allotment site is an interesting and much debated
question. Some people believe that the first site was set up in 1795 at Long
Newnton in Shipton Moyne (on the Gloucester/Wiltshire border), but others
argue that it was just an old potato ground. Many people cite the allotment site
in Great Somerford, Wiltshire, as the oldest. It was created in 1809 following a
letter from the local vicar to King George III in which he asked the king to spare,
in perpetuity, six acres from the Enclosure Act for the benefit of the poor of the
parish.
Roger Pike
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FOR ONE NIGHT ONLY
You are cordially invited to the latest production by the
Talley Community Players
entitled

CHRISTMAS CRACKERS
(or Great Christmas Expectations,
or When Bleak Curiosity Met A Mutual Mystery With A Twist!)
A homage to that great writer, Charles Dickens, who, if he were still here
with us, would have declared he had never seen anything quite like this.

Saturday
January 10th
at
7.30 pm

in
St Michael’s
Church,
Talley

Prepare to be intrigued, moved and completely baffled by this
superlative play, performed by some of the finest actors to grace the
stage of absolutely nowhere.

Admission £5 to include a glass of wine in the Interval.
(Pay at the church door)

Admission free for children, with squash in the Interval.
All Proceeds to St Michael’s & All Angels church

- 34 -

Y Llychau

CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS
Wales has many customs and traditions associate with it. Although some have
died out, others have been adapted over time while many have remained
unchanged for years. Below are just a few examples, mainly associated with
the Christmas and New Year period.
One old tradition that has vanished in many parts of modern day Wales is that
of Mari Lwyd (the Grey Mare). It can still be found in a few places and every
December it is acted out at the St Fagans National History Museum. People
make a horse figure from a horse’s skull, with decorative ears and eyes
attached. They adorn it with colourful reins, bells and ribbons and wrap it in a
white sheet that is carried around on a pole. The Mari Lwyd and its party go
door-to-door, singing and challenging the families inside to a battle of rhyming
insults in Welsh. At the end of the battle of wits (known as pwnco) the group
would be invited into the house for refreshments.
Noson Gyflaith (Toffee Evening) was a traditional part of the Christmas Eve
festivities in some areas of north Wales in the 19th and early 20th century.
While staying up to wait for Plygain (see below), families would make toffee or
‘taffy’. When the required ingredients had boiled to a certain degree, the toffee
was poured onto a well-greased slate or stone slab. Family members would
then cover their hands with butter and attempt to ‘pull’ and twist the toffee while
it was quite warm. Toffee-making was also practised in parts of south Wales,
especially in the coal-mining areas, but was not associated with a particular
festive occasion. Housewives were known to sell it from their homes or on local
market stalls.
In the early hours of Christmas morning, originally from 3am until 6am, the men
of the village gathered in rural Welsh churches to sing. This tradition was known
as Plygain Y Nadolig (Christmas daybreak). They would sing, mainly
unaccompanied, three or four part harmony carols. The custom has managed
to survive in many country areas and, because of its simplicity and beauty, it is
being revived in many others, although at a later time and of shorter duration.
At 6am women and children joined their men folk for a Communion Service,
after which a day of feasting and drinking would begin.
It was a Welsh tradition to hold fun runs each year on New Year’s Eve, the
Rasys Nos Galan (New Year’s Eve Races). One that still survives is the 5 km
race around the town of Mountain Ash, in the Cynon Valley, South Wales. The
race commemorates the Welsh runner Guto Nyth Bran. There are many
legends about Guto Nyth Bran. He is said to have been able to catch a bird in
flight and that he once ran seven miles (to Pontypridd and back) before the
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kettle boiled. When he was 37, a challenge came from the ‘Prince’ of Bedwas
to run the 12 miles from Newport to Bedwas Church, Caerphilly. Guto won the
race, but the celebratory ‘slaps’ on his back proved too much for him and he
died in the arms of his sweetheart. His body was taken to its final resting-place
in the graveyard of Llanwynno Church near Mountain Ash – where the annual
races now take place.
The giving of gifts on New Year’s Day is an ancient custom. In Wales it took the
form of collecting Calennig (New Year’s Gift). Children would form groups and
go from house to house, bearing good wishes for the health and prosperity of
the family during the year to come. This was symbolised by the skewered
apples, stuck with corn and sprigs of evergreen, which they carried in their
hands. Verses were sung at the door of the house, and they would receive
small gifts of food or money for their troubles. Latterly, the carrying of the apple
has been discontinued and only the recitation of a few verses and the collecting
of a few pennies mark the custom in those districts where it has survived. Over
the New Year period there are calennig celebrations in Cardiff, with a fun fair,
live music and fireworks.
Most people in the UK and the western world celebrate the New Year on
1st January, following the Gregorian calendar. However in the Gwaun Valley,
Pembrokeshire (and a few other places in south Wales) people observe the
New Year on 13th January, following the older Julian calendar. In those areas
where Hen Galan (the old New Year) is celebrated they do it in style. Church
services are held, local schools are closed, children sing to receive their
calennig (usually sweets, fruit or money) and in the evening, the whole
community gets together for a big celebration of Welsh food with lots of singing
and dancing.
In many parts of Wales, every year on 25th January the people celebrate
St Dwynwen’s Day, the Welsh patron saint of lovers. The story of Dwynwen
dates back to the 5th century, when she fell in love with a Prince called Maelon
Dafodrill. Her father, Brychan Brycheiniog, was determined that she would
marry another man. Dwynwen was devastated that she couldn’t marry her true
love and begged God to make her forget Maelon. An angel visited her and gave
her a potion. The potion was supposed to make her have no memory of Maelon
and turn him into a block of ice. Dwynwen was then granted three wishes.
Firstly she wished for Maelon to be thawed, secondly that God meet the hopes
and dreams of true lovers and thirdly she wished that she would never marry.
Dwynwen devoted the rest of life to God’s service, founding a convent on the
island of Llanddwyn, where the remains of her church can still be seen. On the
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island, there is a well where, according to legend, a sacred fish swims. It is said
that the fish can predict the happiness of relationships. Visitors still go to the
well today, hoping that the water will boil, meaning that love and good luck will
follow them.
The Welsh National Costume evolved in the country in the late 18th century
from the costumes worn in town and country. The popular image of a Welsh
“national” dress (a woman in a red cloak and tall black hat) is one which has
developed as a result of various influences in the 19th century. Lady Llanover,
the wife of an ironmaster in Gwent, was very influential in encouraging the
wearing of “national dress”, both in her own home and at eisteddfodau. She felt
it was important to encourage the use of the Welsh language and the wearing
of an identifiable Welsh costume. She succeeded in developing the Welsh
“national dress” because people felt that their national identity was under threat
and the wearing of a national costume was one way to declare that identity.
Today the costume is usually only worn by young girls throughout Wales on
St David’s Day.
The giving and receiving of lovespoons between lovers, friends and family is a
Welsh custom that dates back to the 17th century. Traditionally a lovespoon
was a wooden spoon carved by a young man and presented to the woman he
loved as a token of his affection. Today they are very popular and used to mark
and celebrate many occasions such as births, christenings, weddings,
anniversaries and retirement. Visitors to Wales often buy a lovespoon to have
something uniquely Welsh to remind them of their visit.
A lovespoon is traditionally decorated with certain symbols, each having special
significance and meaning. A bell indicates a wedding or anniversary, a heart
indicates love and the number of balls in a cage shows the number of children
the couple will have. A cross specifies faith, a horseshoe is for good luck and a
Celtic knot signifies everlasting friendship. A diamond indicates wealth and
good fortune, a key or keyhole represents security and a dragon, the symbol of
Wales, is for protection.
Researched by Roger Pike

If you know of more Welsh customs or traditions, please write about them so
that they can be included in a future issue of Y Llychau.

- 37 -

Y Llychau

SERVICES IN PROVIDENCE CHAPEL
Services will be held in Providence Chapel, Cwmdu, on the following dates.
nd
November 2
2.00pm
th
November 9
10.30am
th
November 30
2.00pm
th
December 14
10.30am
st
December 21
10.30am
th
December 28
2.00pm
For further information, please contact Hywel Jones on 01558 685423
(email: hywelygof@btinternet.com) or Rev Mary Davies on 01558 822634
(email: emd.davies299@btinternet.com)

A MESSAGE FROM EBENEZER APOSTOLIC CHURCH
Have you ever thought about the journey that you are on? We travel through
life and nothing is ever simple and straightforward. The road can be twisty and
rocky and full of pot-holes. However, no matter what we are going through, we
can still cling onto the pathway that God wants us to travel and He will allow
you to rest along the way. Matthew Chapter 11, verse 28 says “Come to me, all
you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” It is wonderful to
note that it says “all” who are weary. This message is for all weary travellers
and that includes “you!”
Why not come along to one of our services and find out more about our Father
God from the Bible. We have Morning Praise at 10.30 a.m. and a Gospel
Service at 5.00 p.m. You are assured of a warm welcome.
We are based in a beautiful little oasis near the villages of Cwmdu and Talley;
Post code – SA19 7YA. Further details are available from Pastor Eric Horley on
01269 593214.
We have a new venture entitled “The Haven”
Are you a carer looking after a senior citizen or someone with dementia? Why
not bring them to our fortnightly (10.30 to 12 noon every other Tuesday) coffee
morning, held in the hall of Ebenezer Church, Halfway, (near Talley) SA19 7YA.
th
th
A warm welcome awaits you. Next meetings: November 4 November 18
nd
th
December 2 & December 16
Further information from Eric and Diana on 01269 593214.
Angie Davies
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CHRISTMAS SERVICE IN TALLEY & CWMDU
Services to celebrate Christmas will be held in the local churches and chapels
as follows:

ESGAIRNANT METHODIST CHAPEL, TALLEY
Sunday 21st December

2.00pm

Family Christmas Service

EBENEZER APOSTOLIC CHURCH, HALFWAY
Sunday 21st December

10.30am
5.00pm

Morning Praise Service
Gospel Service

Sunday 28th December

10.30am
5.00pm

Morning Praise Service
Gospel Service

PROVIDENCE BAPTIST CHAPEL, CWMDU
Sunday 21st December

10.30am

Christmas Carol Service

ST MICHAEL ANGLICAN CHURCH, TALLEY
Wednesday 24th December

6.00pm

Carols & Christingles

Thursday 25th December

9.30am

Christmas Day Service

A blessed and peaceful Christmas to you all.
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THE NEWSLETTER
If you would like to contribute an article for inclusion in a future edition please
contact the Editor. Articles can be written in either English or Welsh (we will
arrange for them to be translated, if necessary). They need not be literary
masterpieces and can be on almost any subject, although items relating to
either Talley or Cwmdu are preferred.
Roger Pike
Newsletter “Editor”
Bryn Heulog, Talley, Llandeilo, SA19 7YH
Tel: 01558 685741
e-mail: rbpike@btinternet.com.

THE NEXT ISSUE
Intended Publication Date – Friday 2nd January 2015
Copy Dates – Please submit all items for inclusion in the next issue

as soon as possible & BEFORE the dates below
For contributions written in Welsh

Saturday 22nd November 2014 (to allow time for translation)
For contributions written in English

Saturday 29th November 2014.

A JOYFUL AND PEACEFUL CHRISTMAS TO YOU ALL
NADOLIG LLAWEN I CHWI I GYD
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