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THE EDITOR WRITES
Welcome to the March issue of Y Llychau. This is the 63rd time that we have
published our little Newsletter and I would like to thank those readers who have
contributed articles for inclusion in this and previous editions. Without them
Y Llychau would not have lasted so long. However, for the Newsletter to
continue, more readers’ contributions are required.
As you know, for those issues when an insufficient number of articles are
submitted, I have to write something myself to fill the pages; but I am fast running
out of ideas for subjects to write about, so I would very much appreciate it if
more readers did the writing. I am absolutely sure that their contributions would
be of much more interest to many more people than the pieces that I write.
Please help me out! Don’t leave it to others.
However, if you do not feel that you can write something yourself, there are two
things that you might consider. You could try to persuade another member of
you family, a friend or a neighbour to write a piece or you could suggest topics
that you think I might be able to write about. While the former is preferable, the
latter would be acceptable. I cannot promise to compose something on all the
topics suggested, but I promise I will at least consider doing so.
I appreciate that most of you, like me, feel that there are not enough hours in
the day to do all the things that you would like, but please think about spending
a little time to write an article. After all, it’s YOUR Newsletter, not mine. Just
think how proud you will be when you see your name in print in Y Llychau at the
bottom of something you have written yourself.
Finally, I wish you all a Happy and Peaceful Easter and I look forward to
receiving vast numbers of interesting contributions in the coming weeks.

Roger Pike
Newsletter Editor
Bryn Heulog, Talley, Llandeilo, SA19 7YH
Tel: 01558 685741
e-mail: rogerbpike@outlook.com.
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PALM SUNDAY
Palm Sunday is the Sunday before
Easter and is therefore, like Easter,
a moveable feast. This year Palm
Sunday falls on 9th April. It marks
the beginning of Holy Week and is
an important Christian festival
around the world. The week ends
with Maundy Thursday, Good Friday
and Holy Saturday before the joy of
Easter Day itself.
Palm Sunday is a commemoration
of Jesus’ triumphal entry into
Jerusalem, coming in peace and
riding on a donkey. His entrance into
Jerusalem coincided with the Jewish
festival of Passover and he was
met by crowds of followers and
supporters who lined the road into
the city. They welcomed his arrival
by waving branches cut from palm trees.
In Talley, we will mark the occasion with a procession into church and by the
giving of palm crosses.
At 10.10 am on Sunday 9th April, we will meet outside the old Post Office
(opposite the old Edwinsford Arms) before leaving at 10.15 to process to church
following a donkey. On the way simple hymns will be sung. The procession will
take place regardless of the weather, although in the event of heavy rain, we
may walk a little faster.
On arrival at church the main service will start with the donkey being in the
building. During the service the palm crosses will be distributed. The service will
be led by Rev Delyth Wilson.
This is a joyous occasion to which you are all invited – Anglicans, Methodists,
Baptists and those without a strong faith. Everyone is welcome. Do join us.
Roger Pike
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“ALTERNATIVE” NEW ZEALAND
Part 2
In part 1 I told of my time at Wilderland in New Zealand’s North Island. After my
time there I travelled to South Island.
The sea between North and South Island is known for its strong currents and
after a rough crossing we passed through the wine growing region of the South
Island on our way to Christchurch, where we stayed with friends. I remember
Christchurch Cathedral appearing to me as a large parish church. This was
before the earthquake struck causing so much devastation.
We crossed over the mountain range that divides the east and west coasts, into
the vast temperate evergreen beech forest which covers most of the south-west
of South Island. The forest is under-laid with iconic tree ferns and has never
been felled, so is a unique natural ecosystem. The coastline is rugged and the
sea too wild to swim in.
We stayed in the only stone house on the coast. All the other houses are made
of wood. The people who built the house earned their money by harvesting the
sphagnum moss in the mountain which had to be transported by helicopter as
there was no road access. It was then exported to Japan.
We were taken to a Mauri community centre by a Mauri friend where we were
taught the Haka, the war dance enacted now at every All Blacks rugby match.
We were shown the homes of their ancestors which contained their carved
images, but were not allowed to enter.
At Christmas time it is mid-summer in New Zealand and shops put fake snow in
their window displays, which is incongruous. To escape the festivities, we
climbed Mount Arthur (10,000 ft) and on Christmas Day it snowed – so we had
a white Christmas in mid-summer on the mountain top. We met a mountain
parrot, called a Kea, which is green and large and known for causing mischief.
He flew off with our hairbrush. On another occasion, while camping one night
by a river we experienced a break in by a Weka, a black flightless bird similar to
a Kiwi, which stole our food. In the morning we were nearly swept away by flood
water as a storm in the mountains caused the river to rise within feet of our tent.
The New Zealand postal service is truly remarkable. After calling at the bank in
town, we returned to where we were staying, many miles up dirt roads, to find
that the letter the bank had promised to send that morning had already been
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delivered. New Zealand is a very affluent country by world standards, but many
of the people we met were unaware of how lucky they were. One farmer told us
he was struggling to survive, even though he had a swimming pool, tennis court,
beach house and a boat!
New Zealand is a truly wonderful country with outgoing friendly people, but after
many months of uncertainty we realised it could not be our home. We had our
wider families back in Europe and we missed them and the familiarity of Wales.
If I had gone to New Zealand as a younger man I probably would have stayed,
but as it was we bought tickets for home with a break in my favourite country
(after Wales), Nepal in the Himalayas. But that’s another story. . .
Peter Gardner

WELSH BEER
At least as early as the 6th century Welsh Druids are said to have used
cauldrons for intoxicating preparations from grain and herbs. The Anglo-Saxon
Chronicle for 852 records a distinction between “fine ale” and “Welsh ale”, also
called bragawd. Bragawd was an alcoholic drink somewhere between mead and
what we today think of as ale.
Around 900, the Laws of Hywel Dda drew a distinction between bragawd and
cwrwf, with bragawd being worth twice as much. Cwrwf was a simple fermented
drink made from grain, usually barley. To become bragawd, honey, sweet wort,
and ginger had to be been added.
Saxon-period Welsh ale was a heady, strong beverage, which included not only
honey but a mixture of spices (such as cinnamon, ginger and clove) and herbs
as well. It was often prepared in monasteries, with Tintern Abbey and
Carmarthen Friary being the two main producers of the beverage in Wales.
However, this came to an abrupt end in 1536 when Henry VIII dissolved the
monasteries.
Over the years, the honey, herbs and spices were omitted from Welsh beer and
it became a drink made solely from pale malt and hops. Welsh beer was still
noted as a distinct style as late as 1854.
Wales, along with the rest of Britain, came under the influence of the
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temperance movement, along with a burgeoning Welsh moral code based on
Presbyterian and other Non-conformist beliefs in relation to alcohol. This rested
against a background of places where historically there had been a lot of heavy
industry, such as coal mining in the south Wales valleys and the north east, and
the workers were seen as heavy drinkers. This has given some people the
impression that all Welsh beers must have been very weak. However, as with
beers all over Britain, alcohol percentages vary depending on the brewery in
which it is made.
Wrexham was one of the first places in the UK to brew lager. Homesick German
immigrant brothers from Saxony started the process in 1882. Its demise came
in 2000, when the site of the Wrexham Lager Brewery was sold and
subsequently demolished.

The Felinfoel Brewery near Llanelli is the oldest surviving brewery in Wales,
having opened in 1878. In the 1930s, it was the first brewery outside the US to
sell beer in cans. Today it is the home of Double Dragon Ale, one of the most
popular beers in Wales.
In 2000, Welsh local historian Deiniol ap Dafydd claimed that Arthur Guinness
had used a Welsh recipe from Llanfairfechan near Bangor for his stout. This
claim has never been proved or disproved and remains a topic of discussion to
this day.
Recent investment by the Welsh Development Agency, which was responsible
for encouraging business development and investment in Wales until it was
abolished in 2006, helped to establish a large number of breweries in Wales. In
2016 there were 81, including six that opened in 2015.
The Tiny Rebel Brewing Company in Newport was launched in 2012 and the
following year introduced its Cwth Welsh Red Ale. In 2015 CAMRA (the
Campaign for Real Ale) awarded Cwth Welsh Red Ale the accolade ‘Supreme
Champion Beer of Britain’.
Despite the UK pub industry experiencing continuing closures, Wales has more
microbreweries than any other region of Britain and (according to CAMRA) the
number is set to carry on rising over the next five years.
Roger Pike
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JOHN HARINGTON
John Harington may not be that well known, but he was indirectly responsible
for introducing one of the most popular euphemistic phrases into the English
language, although it is not used by many people today.
John Harington was born in 1561 in Kelston in Somerset. His mother was an
attendant to the Princess Elizabeth (later Queen Elizabeth I), and the princess
stood as godmother for John at his baptism. After being educated at Eton,
Cambridge and London, Harington married in 1583 and became a courtier to
Elizabeth I. He was a renowned translator of Latin texts and an amateur poet,
although not a very successful one. In 1584, he was banished from court for
telling risqué stories and exiled to his family home at Kelston until he had
translated the whole of Ariosto’s epic poem Orlando Furioso. The translation,
published in 1591, remains one of the finest of the age.
While in exile, he built himself a house, in which he devised and installed the
world’s first flushing lavatory, which he named Ajax. His water-closet had a seat
over a pan with an opening at the bottom, sealed with a leather-faced valve. A
system of handles, levers and weights allowed water to be poured in from a
cistern. The incoming water opened the valve and flushed away the waste.
With the translation finished, in 1592 Queen Elizabeth forgave him and visited
his new house near Kelston to invite him to re-join her court. Harington proudly
showed-off his new invention and the Queen herself tried it out! She was so
impressed it seems, that she ordered one for herself. After installing an Ajax in
her palace at Richmond, Harington described his invention to the ladies of the
court in bawdy terms rather than mechanical ones and was again banished by
Elizabeth.
In 1599 he went on a military expedition to Ireland, where his personal success
earned him a knighthood. The despatch of Harington to Ireland in the company
of Essex was not entirely on account of his indiscretions. Essex was regarded
with considerable mistrust by Elizabeth and Harington was ordered, with
injunctions as to the greatest secrecy, to keep and forward to the Queen a full
journal of everything Essex did during the expedition. When Essex returned at
the end of his inglorious campaign, he took Harington with him when he went to
the Palace; no doubt in the hope that the Queen’s godson might secure for him
a more favourable reception. Elizabeth, however, was not to be placated. She
was, in fact, in a towering fury, although not with John Harington.
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Harington’s barbed epigrams and wanton writings gave too much offense,
particularly under James I, to advance him beyond a reputation as Elizabeth’s
“saucy godson.”
John Harington died at his home in 1612. His wife and seven children survived
him, but his flushing lavatory was comprehensively ignored for over a hundred
years! In spite of Elizabeth’s enthusiasm for Harington’s invention, the public
remained faithful to the chamber-pot. These were usually emptied from an
upstairs window into the street below and in France, the cry ‘gardez-l’eau’ gave
warning to the people below to take evasive action. The phrase ‘gardez-l’eau’
may have been the origin of the English nickname for the lavatory, the ‘loo’. It
may be coincidental that because the word ‘loo’ is similar in appearance to the
number ‘100’, when flush toilets were first introduced in the larger Victorian
hotels in London they were always given the room number 100. This avoided
the possibility of embarrassing some of the more sensitive guests by having the
word ‘lavatory’ displayed on the door.
Mechanical flushing loos, based on the Ajax, were re-introduced in the 1730s
and gradually developed by innovators and inventors like Thomas Crapper,
George Jennings, Thomas Twyford, Edward Johns and Henry Doulton.
Although flush toilets were gradually introduced into private houses, it was not
until the 1850s that public toilets began to appear in Britain. The first was opened
outside the Royal Exchange in London in 1851. Entry was controlled by a coin
operated lock and the door could only be opened by inserting a penny (1d) in
the slot, although men’s urinals were free of charge.
It wasn’t long before the expression “to spend a penny” was the coy euphemism
for going to the toilet. The term, indirectly the responsibility of John Harington’s
invention, lasted for over a century.
‘Spend a penny’ has now gone out of use, partly because charges have
changed. For example, after decimalisation, some councils introduced public
toilets that required a 2p coin to open them (the new 1p was considered too
small for the mechanism). The writing was on the wall for this phrase from 1977,
when the Daily Telegraph printed an article headed “It now costs 2p to spend a
penny”.
Roger Pike
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A BIRTHDAY IN THE ANDES
The story of the settlers from Wales, who landed in Patagonia in 1865, is known
but not really celebrated widely in Wales. For the descendants of those original
immigrants the stories are very real and retold at every opportunity.
The settlement in the Andes was the last stage in the saga when a group of 30
settlers, known as the Rifleros (riflemen) under the leadership of the Province
Governor, General Fontana, trekked across the desert to find new lands where
the growing Welsh population could settle. After a month their search had been
fruitless until they came to a cliff top, now known as Graig Coch, and saw just
mist. As the sun rose the mist cleared and a beautiful green valley emerged, to
be named Cwm Hyfryd. Every year the population celebrate this event and the
founding of the town of Trevelin
In 2016 I was fortunate enough to follow in their tracks and see how the
ancestors of those original explorers and settlers keep the story alive. The key
thing that they do is tell the story and recite the names of the Rifleros. As an
organisation the Rifleros continues, membership is by invitation only and every
member represents one of the original names.
So on 24 November the Rifleros gathered at School 18, Trevelin to begin their
day. School 18 is important because soon after the settlement began, Chile
argued that the land belonged to them and war was possible. Argentina and
Chile asked the UK to mediate and a plebiscite of the men and women, held at
School 18, voted to be in Argentina.
The Rifleros had a large audience of school children visiting from Buenos Aires
(with a teaching assistant from Llandovery!). They recounted the story of Wales,
beginning with Llewelyn and building up to the oppression which fuelled their
desire to settle somewhere where they were free to use their own language and
to pray in their own way. As is traditional, everyone then enjoyed an asado
(BBQ) before setting off to climb up to the top of Graig Coch, 800 ft above the
valley.
Sometime later, high above the valley there was a moving, bilingual ceremony.
We began with the Argentine anthem. Then dignitaries explained the
importance of what was achieved by the Rifleros, each member being named.
This was followed by prayers and then a rousing singing of the Welsh anthem.
It was difficult to stand there and not be moved by the commemoration. There
was a touch of the Norse Sagas, which are remembered 1000 years after the
events they recite. I get the feeling that in the same way, this Welsh story will
continue to be recited and not forgotten.

- 10 -

Y Llychau

The following day was the annual parade in Trevelin, a town about the size of
Llandeilo. Present were the Governor, Senators and the British Ambassador.
We were reminded again about the achievements of the Rifleros and founders,
before a parade which included Argentine Infantry, scary Gendarmerie
Nacionale, volunteer fire fighters and then, it seemed, everyone else. Ysgol y
Cwm, led out other schools, followed by football, judo and basketball clubs. The
veterans of the Malvinas (Falklands) drew a big round of applause. Every major
estancia (ranch) had its own flag and gauchos on horseback. And the Rifleros
came round twice and drew the biggest applause. The parade was followed by
a big civic asado in a school sports hall. On the following night there was a
concert. It is fair to say that this annual celebration was memorable for all
involved.
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It was interesting to hear that each of the original Rifleros was awarded 20,000
acres and only issues of inheritance are now reducing the size of some of the
estancias. Although this is a green valley, global warming has reduced rainfall.
When I visited one estancia I was told it supported just 500 sheep. My
companion from Powys told me he has 125 acres and 340 sheep. Acreage on
its own is no guarantee of prosperity.
At the asado, before we climbed Graig Coch, I was invited to say a few words.
I was moved to say
“I have seen where the settlers began; seen how they had
created fertile farmland. I have travelled dirt roads across the
desert that the Rifleros crossed. So I know I have travelled in the
footsteps of giants – Welsh giants”.
Wyn Edwards

TALLEY – HELPING THE WELSH SCHOOLS IN PATAGONIA
When the opportunity came about for me to visit Patagonia in 2016, the tour
organisers asked if participants could take out items to help the schools. This
seemed like a great idea and I thought that villagers might like to have the
opportunity to help me. So it was that I got support from the Chapels, School,
Council, Cwmdu shop together with a good number of individuals. The idea was
to use donations to buy Welsh language DVDs and CDs which the schools could
use both with the children and adults. I was given money plus pens, colouring
pencils, stickers, a full teaching pack from our school, together with letters from
the pupils. As promised I took the money to Y Pentan, the great Welsh shop in
Carmarthen Market where the owner not only supplied the appropriate items but
also made a generous contribution to our funds. I was also given £80 towards
the likely cost of overweight luggage.
Everything was divided between the schools and filled two large shoe boxes,
weighing in total 5kg. It took some careful work with the bathroom scales to get
the suitcase down below 23kg for the International flight, but it left me with the
problem of the internal flight which only allowed 15kg and 5kg of hand luggage.
Happily, in early November the internal flight hand luggage limit changed to 8kg
so I no longer had a problem and the £80 towards the luggage costs became a
$100+ donation for the schools.
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On the journey out the luggage was a pain to drag about, but all that
disappeared when I visited the first school, near the coast, in Trelew. Ysgol yr
Hendre is a lovely school, founded in 2007 and moved to its new location next
to the famous Moriah Chapel in 2010. It is set in the green of the cleverly
irrigated river valley and has plans to expand further when funds allow.
The school runs with the help of donations from parents and with the help of the
British Council which funds teachers from the UK on behalf of the Welsh
Assembly Government. Sadly, although the Welsh finding is very small it seems
it will be stopped in 2017.
The staff and pupils greeted our group enthusiastically, singing songs and then
crowding round to open the shoe box. The teachers were really pleased and
touched by the letters the Talley pupils had sent. Because of the terrific cost of
postage – a postcard cost £5 to buy and post to Wales, the pupils will be replying
and sending via the next tour group in 2017. It is clear that following Argentina’s
recent economic disasters that even pens and pencils are fearsomely
expensive, and there is nothing like a Poundland shop which might help.

Ysgol yr Hendre
From the Altantic coast we travelled for four days across the desert to the
foothills of the Andes to Cwm Hyfryd and the settlement of Trevelin. There we
visited Ysgol y Cwm with the second shoe box. The school here opened in 2016
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with 50 nursery children. It is being built in stages with plans to grow to 200
pupils as funds allow. It was delightful to witness the raising of both the
Argentine and Welsh flags, accompanied by the singing of both national
anthems. At six foot tall I’d forgotten how tiny nursery children are, so my knees
creaked as I crouched down to talk with them. The $100+ “luggage money” was
given to the teachers and gratefully received. One extra was a big Welsh flag
which my friends in the USA flew outside their house when I visited in 2015 and
gave me when I left. With their agreement, the flag travelled with me and now
flies proudly in Patagonia.

Ysgol y Cwm
While I was in Trevelin I got to meet the British Council Project Coordinator,
Clare Thomas, the new British Ambassador, Mark Kent, and Welsh “royalty”,
TV presenter Sian Lloyd who has been supporting the school. I suggested that
it was time that the schools moved from asking travellers for random support to
a “Friends of..........” just like our hospitals have. Not, I emphasised as a vehicle
for the great and good to have “information gathering jollies” but a real means
by which funds can be raised and directed to the specific needs of the schools.
I have heard since that investigations are underway to establish a Charity in the
UK to do just this, in 2017.
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So the effort to help these Welsh schools, 8000 miles away was both memorable
and very worthwhile. In the 15 years I have lived in this valley I have seen, over
and over again, how thoughtful and generous our community is, especially when
it comes to education. The help I was given was humbling. Currently the PTA
works so hard to support our village school. Ian and Linda Thame raise funds
and go to build a school in Africa while Providence Chapel are part of a Baptist
project to fund the building of a school in Africa. I believe that the Welsh schools
in Patagonia are also deserving of our support, so Pat and I will be looking for
opportunities to raise funds to help them continue their remarkable work.
Hopefully some readers might like to join us.
Wyn Edwards

DID YOU KNOW?
The whole of Patagonia has a population of only about 2 million people. Southern
Patagonia is the southernmost part of the American Continent and Patagonians living
there used to say they were living at the end of the world.

The Portuguese explorer Ferdinand Magellan was the first European to reach
Patagonia in 1520 during his journey around the world. He named the aborigines
‘Patagones’.
In 1578, Francis Drake, when pushed by the wind, discovered that the American
Continent ended and was separated from the South Pole. It was Dutch
adventurers, in 1616, following Magellan’s trail, who gave the name Cape Horn
to the southernmost place in honour of their hometown, Hoorn.
It was not until 1850 that a Welsh expedition travelled to Patagonia and were
amazed by the vast natural wealth of the scenery, the incredibly beautiful sights
before their eyes and the acres and acres of virgin ground. It is not surprising
that they agreed to settle there.
It is said that many of the names given to places in the area were prompted by
the troubles and trepidations suffered by early settlers. Examples are: Island of
Desolation, Anxious Point and Port Famine among others.
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E-MAIL
In issue 59 (July 2016) of Y Llychau Jan MacAulay wrote an article “Back in
Talley”. Subsequently, the following e-mail has been received from her.
We were delighted to read the article by John Rees about the possibility
that a buyer wants to reopen the barns of the Edwinsford as a community
facility / pub. We wrote in an earlier article of the fun we used to have in
the Edwinsford and how convenient it was to have historically the post
office and shop. Sadly, these amenities are no longer part of the village
life.
However, it is reassuring to have a local delivery service for groceries,
meat, poultry and home-made pies available from our Talley neighbour,
Alan Bailey, who has been providing this wonderful service to Talley
residents for over 40 years; a service on which my late father-in-law was
totally dependent. It is easy with the large marketing skills of the
supermarket giants to forget these local independent suppliers, until it’s
too late! It is so important to ensure that local suppliers continue to thrive,
providing choice for the village which enables them to provide jobs for
people working in the area. Perhaps new residents are unaware of this
and other local services from Talley suppliers.
Your magazine may consider providing a list of services and trades in
order that everyone is made aware of what is available for Talley
residents, which could counter the slick, professional advertising of
national faceless suppliers.
As regards the possibility of a community facility / pub. It is great that the
magazine enables us to be aware of such proposals and perhaps, if other
readers are interested, a meeting to discuss such a project or other ideas
could be arranged. Obviously it needs the support of everyone to see
whether such a venture or new project could include a restaurant / pub,
nursery etc or whatever they feel would support the village and how it
could be achieved, regardless of the ongoing discussion re the
development of the barns.
The village has enough residents for such a venture and with the council
backing could provide the catalyst to provide an exciting sustainable
development for Talley and enable the excellent services provided by
local people to prosper.
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COTHI GARDEN CLUB
Cothi Gardeners is a lively gardening club serving a wide area around the Upper
Cothi valley, including Pumsaint, Ffarmers, Caio, Crugybar, Rhydcymerau,
Talley, Cilycwm and Llanwnen. The new Programme of Speakers at the Club’s
meetings has just been published. Those of you keen on gardening, either
growing flowers, shrubs or vegetables, may like to come along to learn
something different, make new friends and even buy some plants at bargain
prices.
The Club meets on the third Wednesday of each month at Coronation Hall,
Pumsaint and the membership includes gardeners of all abilities from beginner
to expert nurserywomen and men. Many of the membership bring along cuttings
and surplus plants from their own gardens which are sold to raise funds for the
club. Annual membership is £14, visitors are welcome at just £3 and the evening
always starts with coffee, tea and biscuits and a chance to look over the plant
stall or chat to other members.
The 2017 list of speakers is particularly varied. It started with a visit from Joseph
Atkins, head gardener at Aberglasney and the Spring meetings will include talks
about growing vegetables and woodland gardens. During the Summer you’ll
learn about scented plants and what to grow in ‘problem’ places and in August
there will be an informal social evening, perhaps with a local garden visit.
Moving into the Autumn there are talks about specific plant species and what to
do if you have just too many plants and not enough space! The year ends with
a relaxing evening watching a film about ‘Quatre Vents’ in Quebec and in
December club members will round off the year with Christmas Lunch at a local
restaurant.
So why not come along and join us? We’re a friendly group, meetings start at
7.00pm (7.30pm in the summer) There is plenty of parking at Coronation Hall,
and if you’d like a drink before or after the meeting, the DolauCothi Arms is just
opposite.
Visit cothigardeners.com or facebook.com/cothigardeners for more information,
and make a note of our new contact number: 01558 685119.
Donna Worrall
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ON THE LIGHTER SIDE
The Lift
A man, his wife and son have lived a simple life in a remote country area. They
have only the basic necessities of life with no modern gadgets. One day, a
generous benefactor offers to take them to the city to buy a few luxuries to
improve their lifestyle. In a large department store, while the mother is shopping,
the father and son stand in awe in front of the lift.
As they watched, an elderly lady walked into the strange silver doors, which
closed behind her. The father and son watched as the numbers above the door
went up and then back down. When the doors reopened, a beautiful young
woman walked out. The father leant towards the boy and whispered, “Son, go
and get your mother and put her in there!”
oo

ooo

The Talking Dog
A man spotted a sign outside a house; “Talking Dog for Sale.” Intrigued, he
walked in.
“So what have you done with your life?” he asked the dog.
“I’ve led a very full life,” answered the dog. “I lived in the Alps rescuing
avalanche victims. Then I served my country in Iraq and now I spend my days
reading to the residents of a retirement home.”
The man was flabbergasted and asked the dog’s owner, “Why on earth would
you want to get rid of an incredible dog like that?”
The owner replied, “Because he’s a liar! He never did any of that!”
oo

ooo

Punctuation
An English teacher wrote these words on the whiteboard, “Woman without her
man is nothing.” The teacher then asked the students to punctuate the words
correctly.
The men wrote, “Woman, without her man, is nothing.”
The women wrote, “Woman! Without her, man is nothing.”
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NON ROBERTS

NON ROBERTS

Congratulations to Non Roberts,
Rhoseinon, Talley on winning at the
Pumsaint Eisteddfod.

Llongyfarchiadau mawr i Non
Roberts, Rhoseinon ar ennill yn
Eisteddfod Pumsaint yn ddiweddar.

Non was a part of the Ysgol Bro
Dinefwr School Production of Cats,
which was performed over four
nights at the beginning of December.

Buodd Non yn cymeryd rhan gyda
Ysgol Bro Dinefwr yn ei cynhyrchiad
o Cats, cafodd eu gyflwyno dros
pedair noswaith ar ddechrau mis
Rhagfyr.

Roedd Non yn chwarae y rhan o
Grizabella.
Diana Roberts

Non played the part of Grizabella.
Diana Roberts

Based on T. S. Eliot’s Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats, the Jellicle Cats
(including Rum Tum Tugger, Mr. Mistoffelees, Macavity, Jennyanydots, Old
Deuteronomy, Grizabella and Skimbleshanks) come out to play on one
special night of the year – the night of the Jellicle Ball. One by one they tell
their stories for the amusement of Old Deuteronomy, their wise and
benevolent leader, who must choose one of the Cats to ascend to The
Heaviside Layer and be reborn into a whole new Jellicle life.
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THE WELSH SLATE INDUSTRY
A slate industry has existed in Wales since the Roman period, when slate was
used to roof many Roman forts. The industry grew slowly until the early 18th
century, then expanded rapidly until the late 19th century, at which time the most
important slate producing areas were in northwest Wales. Slate was quarried in
the Nantlle Valley and mined in the Blaenau Ffestiniog area. The Oakeley mine
at Blaenau Ffestiniog was the largest slate mine in the world.
Up to the end of the 18th century, slate was extracted on a small scale by groups
of quarrymen who paid a royalty to the landowner. They carted it to the ports for
shipping to England, Ireland and sometimes France. At the close of the century,
the landowners began to operate the quarries themselves, on a much larger
scale. When the government abolished slate duty in 1831, the industry
expanded rapidly and narrow gauge railways were used to transport the slates
to the ports. The increased volume of slate production meant that sufficient was
available for export to North America.
In 1898, a work force of 17,000 men produced half a million tons of slate, but a
bitter industrial dispute at the Penrhyn and Dinorwig Quarries between 1900 and
1903 marked the beginning of its decline. The First World War saw a great
reduction in the number of men employed in the industry. The Great Depression
and Second World War led to the closure of many small quarries, while
competition from other roofing materials, particularly tiles, resulted in the closure
of most of the larger quarries in the 1960s and 1970s. Slate production still
continues today, but on a much reduced scale.
Slate was formed when mud, with high levels of clay, was compacted and
squeezed at high temperature during continental shifts some 300-400 million
years ago. Depending on the specific content and age of the slate, it is assigned
grades of quality. Much slate from northwest Wales is categorised as the highest
quality in the world. By the 1870s, slate was one of Wales’ major industries and
Blaenau Ffestiniog – previously a name for the towering mountains overlooking
the beginnings of a small river valley – had become a large industrial town.
In common with other examples of heavy industries, slate mining came with
iniquities, trials, hardships and danger. Men worked six days a week for very
poor wages and in sometimes desperate and dangerous conditions. It took five
years of apprenticeship to become a qualified miner and even then the skilled
labour was not reflected in pay. They were employed on monthly contracts, with
the first three weeks of each month being paid as ‘sub’ wages: a nominal
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subsistence amount. The fourth week was paid with profits and bonuses added,
but minus ‘expenses’. Miners had to pay for the explosives used, for their tools
(including the cost of sharpening) and even for the air used by the pneumatic
drills. It didn’t add much to their pay packet.
Physical conditions, too, were harsh. Skilfully wielding the hammers and chisels
that were the tools of their trade, they would dangle, on ropes round their body
and legs, from pins at the top of the gallery in which they were working. The
slate was nearly always damp and slippery, so rock falls and broken ropes were
common. If an accident occurred, the on-site medical facility was a simple
St John’s Ambulance station run by miners themselves as volunteers.
For men working away from the seam, slate dust was the major cause of
medical complaint. This could – like coal dust for miners in South Wales – cause
silicosis and other respiratory illnesses.
The pace with which the slate mining industry expanded during the 19th century
was such that although the men worked extremely hard, demand outstripped
production and the UK market turned to cheaper, inferior Spanish imports. In
1900 the quarrymen at Penrhyn and Dinorwig went on strike over pay, working
conditions and union representation. The dispute lasted for three years and
precipitated a terminal decline in the industry.
The union’s funds for strike pay were inadequate, and there was a great deal of
hardship among the 2,800 workers. When Lord Penrhyn reopened his quarry in
June 1901, only about 500 men returned to work, to be castigated as “traitors”
by the remainder. Eventually the workers were forced to end the strike in
November 1903 on terms laid down by Lord Penrhyn. Many of the men
considered to have been prominent in the union were not re-employed and
many of those who had left the area to seek work elsewhere did not return.
With tiles replacing slate as a roofing material, increasingly specialised uses,
such as snooker table tops and garden ornaments, were found for slate. Despite
this, the Dinorwig Quarry closed the day after supplying the dais used for Prince
Charles’ investiture as Prince of Wales in 1969.
Today, although the Penrhyn mine is still a going concern, the sites at Llanberis
and Blaenau Ffestiniog only remain open as tourist attractions.
Researched by Roger Pike
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TALLEY SCHOOL

YSGOL TALYLLYCHAU

The children of Key Stage 2 at Ysgol
Talyllychau/Talley CP School were
very fortunate to go on a two-day
educational visit to complement their
current theme of ‘Off with her head’,
focusing on Henry VIII. The children
visited The Houses of Parliament
and The Tower of London.

TALLEY COFFEE MORNINGS
Coffee Mornings are held regularly on the first TUESDAY of each month in
St Michael’s Church Hall from 10.30am until noon. Everyone is welcome to
pop in, even if it’s just for a quick visit. You don’t have to stay to the end.
Generally, coffee or tea is served with biscuits while those present have a
chat about whatever they feel like, but the March Coffee Morning to be held
on 4th March will be slightly different. Because it is our nearest one to Shrove
Tuesday, pancakes will be served.
This has now become an annual event which attracts people who come along
to try to beat the number of pancakes eaten by the reigning champion. His
record of eight pancakes (consumed in less than an hour) was set two years
ago and so far has not been beaten. Can you do better?
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A FEW INSIGNIFICANT FACTS ABOUT WALES
Wales was incorporated into, and ruled by, England from 1284. It was officially
annexed to England by the Wales Acts between 1535 and 1542 and since 1301
the Crown Prince of England has been referred to as the Prince of Wales to
symbolise this union between the two countries.
The powerful Tudor Dynasty, that ruled England and Ireland from 1485 until
1603, originated in the small Welsh hamlet of Penmynydd on Anglesey.
Wales is the only part of the UK not to be represented on the Union Flag.
Wales has a population of approximately three million people, only 21% of which
speak Welsh. The population of sheep in Wales is four times greater than the
Welsh population of humans.
Wales is believed to have more castles per square mile than anywhere else in
the world.
The Menai Bridge in Anglesey – designed by Thomas Telford and opened in
1826 – was the first suspension bridge in the world constructed to take heavy
traffic. At the time it was built it was also the longest bridge in the world (with a
total length of 1265 ft and a main span of 579 ft). It was damaged by wind and
rebuilt twice, in 1893 and 1940, and is now 1368 ft long.
The Newport Transporter Bridge, constructed in 1906, is the largest of the nine
surviving historic transport bridges in the world. Its span is of 645 ft.
The Old Bridge in Pontypridd, built in 1756, has the longest single stone arch
(130 ft) in the world.
Built in 1793, the Pont-y-Cafnau at Merthyr Tydfil is the world’s earliest surviving
iron railway bridge. Nearby is the world’s first railway tunnel.
The 16th century Llangollen Bridge in Flintshire is one of the Seven Wonders of
Wales (an 18th century list of Welsh geographic and cultural landmarks). The
other six are:- Snowdon (the highest mountain), the Gresford Bells (in the
medieval church), the Wrexham Steeple (a richly-decorated church tower,
135 feet high, with four hexagonal turrets, built in 1506), the Overton Yew trees
(20 trees over 2000 years old) and the Pistyll Rhaeadr waterfall (the UK’s tallest
single drop waterfall – 240 ft).
Swallow Falls at Betws-y-coed is the most visited waterfall in Britain.
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Wales’ oldest tree (between 4,000 and 5,000 years old) is the Yew in St Digain’s
church yard, Llangernyw, near Conwy.
Wales’ biggest tree is said to be the Giant Ash in Talley.
Mynydd Llangatwg, a hill in the Brecon Beacons National Park, shelters
Europe’s largest cave system including Dan-yr-Ogof (the 11 mile long
showcave) and Ogof Fynnon Ddu (Britain’s deepest cave at 1010 ft with over
30 miles of passages, making it the third longest in the world).
St Trillo’s chapel, Rhos-on-sea, is the smallest chapel in Britain, measuring only
11ft by 8ft and seating just six people.
The Great Orme in Caernarfonshire has the longest artificial ski slope in Britain,
built in 1987, it is almost 1000 ft long.
The entrance to the coach yard of the 15th century Ye Old Bulls Head Inn in
Beaumaris is the largest simple hinged door in Britain (13 ft high and 11 ft wide).
Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch in Anglesey is not
only the longest place name in the world it is also the longest valid, single-word
internet domain name in the world.
In the graveyard of Strata Florida Abbey in Cardiganshire is a head stone which
reads: “The left leg and part of the thigh of Henry Hughes, cooper, cut off and
interred here, June 18 1756”. Hughes had lost the limb in a farming accident,
but still able to emigrate to America, where the rest of him was eventually buried.
The last duel to be fought in Wales was in 1814 at Llandyfriog, near Newcastle
Emlyn, following ‘ungentlemanly remarks’ made about the barmaid at the town’s
Salutation Inn. The loser, Thomas Heslop, is buried in the local church yard.
Britain’s oldest royal tombstone (of Cadfan ap Lago, King of Gwynedd from 616
to 625) is in Llangadwaladr, a small village in south-west Anglesey.
Denbighshire’s John Rowlands was born in 1841 and, after being sent to the
workhouse in St Asaph as a boy, ran off to sea aged 16. He sailed to New
Orleans as a cabin boy and was adopted by Henry Stanley, a merchant whose
name he later took. He fought on both sides of the American Civil War, went on
to become a journalist and, in 1869, was sent to Tanzania to look for elusive
Scottish explorer and missionary David Livingstone – to whom he is said to have
proffered the now infamous greeting, “Dr Livingstone, I presume?”
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Major Walter Wingfield apparently invented lawn tennis in 1873. He came up
with the idea to entertain his guests at a garden party in the grounds of the 17th
century Nantclwyd Hall, near Ruthin, using a new kind ball made from India
rubber which had been designed to bounce on grass.
In 1881 the first lager brewery in Britain was opened in Wrexham by German
immigrants. Wrexham Lager was, for a long time, the only draught beer served
on British ships, as, unlike other traditional beers, it was unaffected by the
motion of the waves.
Cardiff’s Coal Exchange (completed in 1886) was once where the price of the
world’s coal was determined. In 1907 the first £1m deal was struck there.
The world’s first message ever sent by radio was transmitted by Guglielmo
Marconi on May 11 1897, from Larvernock Point, south of Penarth, to a mast on
Flat Holm in the Bristol Channel – a distance of three miles. The message read:
“Are you ready?”
Mount Everest was named after Welshman Sir George Everest from Gwernvale,
Breconshire.
At 299 ft, the Llyn Brianne Dam in Carmarthenshire is the highest dam in the
UK.
Aberdulais Falls, near Neath, is home to Europe’s largest electricity-generating
waterwheel.
The Great Glasshouse at the National Botanic Garden of Wales in Llanarthne,
is the world’s largest single-span glasshouse. Measuring 312 ft by 180 ft it
houses over 1200 species of plants.
Pembrokeshire-born Bartholomew Roberts is considered the most successful
pirate of the Golden Age of Piracy, and is thought to have been the first pirate
to name his flag “Jolly Roger”, in June 1721.
The invention of the world’s first mail order enterprise is often attributed to the
American Aaron Montgomery Ward, who produced his first catalogue in 1872,
but 11 years earlier, in 1860, Welsh entrepreneur Pryce Pryce-Jones (18341920) launched his own mail order business from Newtown, Montgomeryshire,
dispatching by post and rail throughout Europe. By 1880, he had more than
100,000 customers, including Florence Nightingale, Queen Victoria and many
European royal households.
Roger Pike
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ST NON
Much has been written about St David, patron saint of Wales, and 1st March is
enthusiastically celebrated as his feast day throughout the Principality and
elsewhere. In contrast, very little appears to be known about his mother, St Non,
and her feast day, 5th March, nearly always passes unnoticed.
Around 1095, Rhigyfarch, a Norman cleric whose father had been Bishop of St
Davids for 10 years, wrote a book entitled The Life of St David. His book is our
main source of knowledge of both St David (born around 500 AD) and his
mother, but even that is short on facts of Non’s life and relies on legends and
stories concerning her.
Non was probably the daughter of a nobleman from Caer Goch in
Pembrokeshire and, after her education, she moved to a small house on the site
of a ruined Chapel just outside St Davids. Tradition has it that she moved there
after becoming pregnant as a result of being raped, so as not to bring disgrace
on her parents. According to Rhigyfarch the rapist was Sanctus, King of
Ceredigion, but others maintain that the offence was carried out by a local
chieftain called Sant, whom she later married.
The story goes that after conceiving, Non, who remained celibate both before
and after the rape, lived on bread and water alone. While pregnant she attended
a church service but the preacher found himself unable to preach in the
presence of her unborn child. This was taken as a sign that the child would
himself be a great preacher. When a local ruler learned of this pregnancy he
feared the power of the child to be born and plotted to kill him at birth, but on the
day of Non’s labour a great storm blew up making it impossible for anyone to
travel outdoors.
Only the place where Non groaned with birth-pangs was bathed
in light. The pain was said to have been so intense that her fingers
left marks as she grasped a rock and the stone itself split asunder
in sympathy with her. Non called her son David and in the ruins
of the Chapel built over the place of Non’s house can be seen a
7th century creed stone with an incised Latin ring Cross. This has
come to be known as the Cross of St Non.
Non brought the boy up at Henfeynyw near Aberaeron and founded a convent
nearby at what is now called Llanon (the village being named after her).
Subsequently, Non travelled to Cornwall and ultimately ended her days in the
convent at Dirinon in Brittany, where she is buried. Non’s relics were initially
venerated at Altarnun in Cornwall. However, these were destroyed during the
Reformation.
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The place where Non gave birth to St David is now named Capel Non and was
later marked by a Chapel built overlooking the bay, now called St Non’s Bay.
The remains of the chapel provide no clue as to its date or function, since no
architectural detail survives. Unlike the majority of Christian buildings, the
structure was aligned north-south, probably due to the steep fall in the ground.
Close to the ruins of this chapel is her holy well.
Legend has it that at the moment of the saint’s birth,
there was a great thunderstorm with a bolt of lightning
which split the stone in two and caused a well to spring
up nearby. Now known as St Non’s Well, it was fully
restored and rededicated in 1951, marked by a simple
arch and small shrine.
The site has undergone many changes since the medieval period, when it was
considered the “chief and principal” of the many pilgrimage chapels scattered
around the parish of St Davids. After the chapel passed out of use at the
Reformation, it appears to have been converted into a dwelling-house, which
was itself in ruins by the mid-19th century.
A modern chapel was built near the ruin in
1934 by Cecil Morgan-Griffiths, a solicitor
from Carmarthen, using stone from ruined
local chapels. He had already built a house
(now used as a retreat) overlooking the sea
and, since the nearest Catholic church was
over sixteen miles away, he decided to
build a place of worship on the historic site.
The new chapel is the most westerly in
Wales and is also one of the smallest, being
only 25 ft long by 12 ft wide. Cecil MorganGriffiths died the year after the new chapel was completed.
While the Church in Wales identifies 5th March as St Non’s feast day, some say
it is 2nd March, while yet others maintain 3rd March is the correct date. In
Cornwall, she is celebrated on the second Sunday after Midsummer’s Day.
St Non is not officially commemorated in the current liturgy of the Roman
Catholic Church nor in the Roman Catholic calendar for Wales.
Roger Pike
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THE DROVERS CAME THROUGH TALLEY
When you come to live in this valley people will tell you “there was a mine” or
“the drovers came through Talley” as a fact but then there seems to be little
substance. Readers will know that I worked on the story of the mine, so it can
be no surprise that I have now turned to the story of the drovers. It has been a
case of discovery and joining the dots for a story which, while incomplete, may
prompt others to come forward to complete it.
So, the “drovers came through Talley” prompts the immediate question
“WHY?” and so we begin. The drovers, or, as the Welsh say “porthmon”,
brought cattle, sheep and fowl across west Wales to a major assembly point at
Caio before heading east for London. Their history demonstrates that they had
a major influence on the emergence of banking and the early industrial
revolution relied on them to be able to feed the new centres of industry. Droving
started perhaps in Norman times and ended with the coming of the railways. If
you want to read a detailed history then “The Drovers’ Roads of Wales” by Fay
Godwin and Shirley Toulson, ISBN 07045 0252 6 is an absorbing read.
My starting point was two walking maps for Talley which showed a “Fordd
Porthmon”, (drovers’ road), coming from Abergorlech towards Talley and
another beginning at Caio. This seemed to suggest that instead of a route
running from Abergorlech, through Llansawel to Caio the porthmon were
avoiding Llansawel. The answer to the question “WHY?” is to be found in Fred
S Price’s excellent “History of Llansawel” (available from the Cwmdu shop). It
tells of toll gates on all six roads in and out of the village. The drovers coming
from Abergorlech were avoiding the tolls by coming over the mountains to Talley
on their way to Caio. (see FIG 1)
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So if we now know the “WHY”, the next question is “WHERE” was their route?
A clue, described in “The Drovers’ Roads” is that, through constant use,
drovers’ routes became trenches about 15 foot wide. I had seen such a trench
when walking above The Stables when following the woodland walk in a
clockwise direction. When the trees were felled last year something amazing
happened. Looking down from the woodland walk, above Talley House you can
now clearly see a 15 foot wide track which joins up with the previously visible
section. So now we can pick up the drovers’ road from Abergorlech, over
Mynydd Cynos and join it up to the track descending down to behind Talley
House. My photo shows the revealed track.
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But where did it go next? The land around this area has been altered over the
years but there is a tradition that the drovers came down a track besides
Rhoslyn. There are still the remains of a trackway visible but it is very overgrown.
(See FIG 2)

I had been told that the buildings opposite Moelfre Lodge, above the lower lake,
included a shop where drovers could buy supplies. I was puzzled – I could
understand the drovers going along the west side of the lakes, but the Lodge is
very near the Edwinsford Estate. I doubted the gentry wanted the drovers
spoiling their privileged enjoyment of all they surveyed. Happily Anthony Rees
came to my rescue with his knowledge and experience of the tracks and
coaching roads in this part of the valley. He told me that the Lodge marks a
crossroads. One track goes down to a ford across the Cothi river. Once across
the river, the drovers tracked towards Caio on a route I have yet to discover, to
join up with the section of drovers’ road shown on the County map, which is
where we began.
Wyn Edwards

If you have any information that would help Wyn complete his investigation into
the route taken by the drovers through Talley, he would be pleased to hear from
you. You can contact him direct or, if you prefer, you can send your material to
the editor, who will pass it on to him.
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THE CHARTIST MOVEMENT IN WALES
Chartism was a working-class movement demanding political reform in Britain
during the first half of the nineteenth century. It took its name from the People’s
Charter of 1838 and was a national protest movement. Support for the pressure
group was at its highest in 1816, 1822, and 1848, when petitions signed by
millions of working people were presented to the House of Commons. These
petitions and the accompanying mass meetings were intended to put pressure
on politicians to concede manhood suffrage. Chartism thus relied on
constitutional methods to secure its aims, though there were some chartists who
became involved in revolutionary activities, notably in the South Wales valleys.
The People’s Charter called for six reforms to make the political system more
democratic:







A vote for every man over twenty-one years of age, of sound mind, and
not undergoing prison punishment for a crime.
A secret ballot to protect the elector in the exercise of his vote.
No property qualification for Members of Parliament in order to allow the
constituencies to return the man of their choice.
Payment of Members, enabling tradesmen, working men, or other
persons of modest means to leave or interrupt their livelihood to attend
parliament in the interests of the nation.
Equal constituencies, securing the same amount of representation for
the same number of electors, instead of allowing less populous
constituencies to have as much or more weight than larger ones.
Annual Parliamentary elections, thus presenting the most effectual
check to bribery and intimidation, since no-one could buy a constituency
under a system of universal manhood suffrage in each twelve-month
period.

Chartists saw themselves as fighting against political corruption and for
democracy in an industrial society.
After the passing of the 1832 Reform Act, which failed to extend the vote beyond
those owning property, the political leaders of the working class claimed it as a
great act of treachery. This sense that the working class had been betrayed by
the middle class was strengthened by the actions of the Whig government of
the 1830s. The Elizabethan Poor Law of 1601 had provided two type of relief for
the poor. Outdoor relief provided assistance to the destitute in the form of
money, food, clothing or goods, given to alleviate poverty without the
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requirement that the recipient enter an institution, while beneficiaries of indoor
relief were required to enter a workhouse or poorhouse. The 1834 Poor Law
Amendment deprived working people of outdoor relief and drove more of the
poor into workhouses, where families were separated. It was the massive wave
of opposition to this measure that gave Chartism the numbers that made it a
mass movement. It seemed that only securing the vote for working men would
change things.
In Wales, Chartism originated in Carmarthen in 1836 with the founding of the
Carmarthen Working Men’s Association. This followed on from the foundation
the previous year of the London Working Men’s Association. When the People’s
Charter was later published in Welsh it greatly increased the movement’s appeal
in Welsh-speaking areas. Chartism in Wales reached its climax in November
1839 with the Newport Rising and the subsequent treason trial of Chartist
leaders.
Among the factors that precipitated the rising were the House of Commons’
rejection of the first Chartist petition, the publication of the Welsh version of the
People’s Charter of 1838 and the conviction of the Chartist Henry Vincent for
unlawful assembly and conspiracy.
Some kind of rising had been in preparation for a few months and the march
had been gathering momentum over the course of the whole weekend, as John
Frost and his associates led the protesters down from the industrialised valley
towns to the north of Newport. Some of the miners who joined the march had
armed themselves with home-made pikes, bludgeons and firearms. The exact
rationale for the confrontation remains opaque, although it may have its origins
in Frost’s ambivalence towards the more violent attitudes of some Chartists and
the personal animosity he bore towards some of the Newport establishment.
Heavy rainfall delayed the marchers and there were setbacks to the planned
meeting of each contingent at the Welsh Oak in Rogerstone. The men from
Pontypool got lost and in fact never arrived. This meant delaying the final march
into Newport into the daylight hours, which may have contributed to its defeat.
As the marchers progressed down the valleys on the Sunday morning, one
entire chapel congregation was pressed into swelling their ranks. After spending
Sunday night, mostly out of doors in the rain, the commitment of many of the
marchers became lukewarm. Many had been in two minds about the Chartist
cause in the first place, being more concerned with the immediate problems of
their own employment conditions. Thus many marchers did not participate in the
final assault on Newport and simply waited in the outskirts of the town.
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Rumours of a possible Chartist rising and previous violence elsewhere,
following the earlier arrest of Henry Vincent and his imprisonment at the gaol in
Monmouth, meant that the authorities had suspected there might be a riot. The
sheer scale of the rising, however, was not fully appreciated until the day before
the riot. The authorities then quickly started to prepare. The Mayor of Newport
had sworn in 500 Special Constables and asked for more troops to be sent
(there were about 60 soldiers stationed in Newport already) to the Westgate
Hotel where some Chartist prisoners were held.

Mural depicting the Newport Rising

The Chartists arrived at the small square in front of the hotel at about 9.30 a.m.
The flash point came when the crowd demanded the release of the imprisoned
Chartists. A brief, violent and bloody battle ensued. Shots were fired by both
sides, contemporary accounts indicating that the Chartists attacked first. The
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soldiers defending the hotel, despite being greatly outnumbered by the large
and very angry crowd, had vastly superior firepower, training and discipline, all
of which soon broke up the crowd. The Chartists did manage to enter the
building temporarily, but were forced to retreat in disarray. After a fiercely fought
battle, lasting approximately half an hour, 22 Chartists had been killed by the
troops and over 50 had been wounded. The mayor was badly wounded, one
soldier was seriously hurt and two of the special constables were injured. As the
chartists fled they abandoned many of their weapons, a selection of which can
still be seen in Newport Museum.
Some of the Chartist dead were buried in St Woolos parish church (now Newport
Cathedral) in the town where there is still a plaque to their memory. Some of the
bullet holes from the skirmish remained in the masonry of the hotel entrance
porch for decades afterwards.
In the aftermath of the Rising over 200 Chartists were arrested for being involved
and 21 were charged with high treason. The three main leaders of the march,
including John Frost, were found guilty of high treason and sentenced to be
hanged, drawn and quartered. They were to be the last people to be sentenced
to this punishment in England and Wales. After a nationwide petitioning
campaign and, extraordinarily, direct lobbying of the Home Secretary by the
Lord Chief Justice, the government eventually commuted the sentences of each
to transportation for life.
Meanwhile the Establishment and middle classes became convinced that the
Newport Rising meant all Chartists were dangerously violent. Newport’s mayor
was proclaimed a national hero for his part in crushing the riot and was knighted
by Queen Victoria just six weeks later.
John Frost himself was eventually given an unconditional pardon in 1856 and
allowed to return to Britain, receiving a triumphant welcome by workers in
Newport. However, he never lived in Newport again, settling instead near Bristol,
where he continued to publish articles advocating reform until his death, at the
age of 93, in 1877.
Roger Pike
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PLANNING YOUR GARDEN

CYNLLUNIO GARDD

Gardening like almost everything
else has changed for various
reasons. The main reason, possibly,
is that women work outside the home
and do not have the spare time to
work in the garden. The Computer,
the Internet and Television take up
people’s time and during the
summer day trips by car take priority
over gardening. Many gardens have
been transformed into a patio or a
lawn and occasionally a fish pond or
swimming pool.

Mae’r dull o arddio heddiw fel bron
popeth arall wedi newid. am amryw o
resymau. Y rheswm pennaf efallai,
am fod gwragedd ty yn gweithio
llawn amser ac yn brin o amser sbar
ar gyfer garddio. Yn ogystal mae’r
cyfrifiadur,y rhyngrwyd a’r teledu yn
dwyn sylw a’r car modur mor gyfleus
i fynd ar deithiau yn arbennig yn yr
haf ble mae angen sylw ar yr ardd.
Am y rhesymau yma, mae llawer o
erddi wedi eu trawsnewid yn batio
neu yn lawnt. Heb anghofio ambell
bwll pysgod neu bwll nofio.

Consequently,
the
sale
of
ornamental trees, shrubs and
perennial flowers have increased
tremendously and the spade and
shovel are no longer required. There
are many petrol or electric mowers
on the market to assist gardeners
and there are machines to turn the
soil and sow seeds.

Fel canlyniad mae gwerthiant coed
addurniadol, prysglwyni, potiau o
flodau parhaol wedi cynyddu yn
syfyrdanol, a llai o alw am offer
garddio fel y bal a’r rhaw. I’r rhai sy’n
dal at arddio mae cymorth i’w gael fel
prynnu peiriant i redeg ar danwydd
petrol neu drydan, i dorri’r borfa a
pheiriant palu i balu’r pridd a nyddwr
i hau had.

It is important that great care is taken
when planning a new garden in order
to identify shaded or sunny areas
and identify the best location for
vegetables and fruit trees. A chat
with a neighbour would be
advantageous in order to gain helpful
tips.

Mewn gardd hollol newydd cyngor
da i’r, perchennog ,fyddai astudio’n
fanwl e.e; mannau cysgodol,
mannau heulog, mannau ble fyddai
orau ar gyfer llysiau a choed
ffrwythau neu beth bynnag arall y
dymunir eu tyfu.yn gyntaf. Fe fyddai
sgwrs gan gymdog o gymorth i ddeall
daearyddiaeth y lle, a chael cyngor
neu ddau arall gan rai o’r garddwyr.

One useful tip to consider is that
where heather, pine trees and
rhododendron bushes grow well we
realise that the soil is acidic. If the
clematis plant grows wild in the
hedges and that the natural beech

Un tip bach, os bydd llawer o
grug, coed pinwydd a choed
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rhododendron yn tyfu’n llewyrchus,
golyga hyn fod y pridd yn asid. Os
bydd clematis yn tyfu’n wyllt ar y
cloddiau a digonedd o goed ffawydd
brodorol (natural beech), dengys fod
y pridd yn alcaliaidd. Os bydd patrwn
coed yn plygu yn un ochrog (weather
pruned), dengys yn eglur gradd nerth
a chyfeiriad y gwynt (strength and
source of the prevailing wind).

trees grows abundantly the soil is
alkaline. If trees grow at an angle this
shows the strength and source of the
prevailing wind.
In the Tywi Valley, the soil in many
old gardens is acidic. In a garden that
has been neglected the soil may be
less acidic, therefore the PH in the
soil is ideal for growing most of the
flowers and vegetables well during
the first year. This is the result of
heavy acidic rain flowing over the
land in a fallow garden but not in a
garden which has been well tilled. A
test should be taken and if the trace
elements are in short supply then
bone meal should be applied.

Yn ardal fel Dyffryn Tywi mae pridd
rhai gerddi yn asidiaidd yn enwedig
hen erddi. Mewn gardd na chafodd ei
thrin am rai blynyddoedd, gall fod yn
llai asidaidd, ac felly mae’r pH y pridd
yn ddelfrydol ar gyfer tyfu y mwyafrif
o flodau a llysiau yn llewyrchus
yn y flwyddyn gyntaf. Mae hyn o
ganlyniad glaw trwm, asidiaidd yn
rhedeg oddi ar y ddaear mewn gardd
segur, ond nid felly mewn gardd sydd
wedi ei thrin yn dda. Dylid gwneud
prawf ac os yw’r elfennau (trace
elements), yn brin dylid ychwanegu
lludw esgyrn.

To prepare a lawn the soil should be
well dug before the seeds are sown.
Some people prefer to lay lawn turf.
The best advice is to sow slowgrowing lawn seeds so that the roots
can become well established. The
seeds should be sown regularly to
prevent bald patches on the lawn. It
is important to ensure that walls or
stones do not hinder grass cutting.
The grass should not be cut too close
to the ground during the first cut and
the clippings should be left on the
lawn.

Wrth baratoi ar gyfer lawnt, dylid yn
gyntaf garthffosi’n dda, cyn hau yr
hadau. Dewis rhai yw gosod tywyrch.
Gwell yw hau had porfa o’r math
(slow growing), er mwyn i’r
gwreiddiau gael perffaith chwarae
teg i sefydlu. Dylid hau yn gyson,er
mwyn osgoi ambell gornel bach moel
yn y lawnt. Dylid gofalu nad oes dim
fel wal neu gerrig a fyddant yn
rhwystr pan yn torri’r borfa maes o
law. Peidied a thorri’r borfa yn rhy fyr
y tro cyntaf a dylid gadael y toriadau
‘clippings’ ar y lawnt.

Weeds must be kept under control
and the best way is to use a weed
killer, the best and most popular
being a systemic one and this should
be sprayed on the leaves of the
weeds, taking care to avoid spraying

- 37 -

Y Llychau

Rhaid yw cadw’r chwyn o dan
reolaeth a’r modd gorau yw wrth
ddefnyddio cemegin i’w ladd, a’r
mwyaf poblogaidd yw yr un
“systemic”, a chwistellir ar ddail y
chwyn gan chwistellwr, gan felly
ddiogelu planhygion eraill. Ar
lwybrau a mynedfa dylid ddefnyddio
y cemegin “Round Up” sy’n cadw’r
chwyn draw am chwe’ mis. Mewn
ardd wedi ei hesgeluso nes ei bod
wedi tyfu’n wyllt, yna dylid torri lawr y
tyfiant ac yna gosod ‘polythene’ du
dros yr wyneb a’i adael am fis neu
ddau, i sicrhau. llecyn glan a phridd
o dymheredd addas ar gyfer plannu
a hau. Os bydd pridd yr ardd
yn drwm dylid ysgafnhau trwy
ddefnyddio mawn, gan wneud yn
siwr fod y mawn yn weddol wlyb cyn
ei balu i fewn i’r pridd. Os am ddewis
tyfu blodau ar lecyn llethrog (slope),
syniad da fyddai plannu planhigion
parhaol yn gymysg a rhai blynyddol
gan osod rhai gweddol isel ar y
gwaelod a rhai mwy o daldra
uwchben megis rhai yn rhaeadri
(trailing) e.e ‘periwinkle’. Mae gan
hwn flodau porffor ar adegau, a dail
lliwgar sydd yn medru taenu’n dew
dros yr wyneb ‘ground cover’. Un
arall addas fyddai ‘St John Wort’,
gan fod gan hwn liw melyn, dail
lliwgar, ac yn fwy pwysig yn tyfu’n
dew i dagu chwyn. Os bydd pridd yn
asid, fe fydd grug o wahanol fathau a
lliwiau yn hardd i flodeuo ar wahanol
adegau o’r flwyddyn.

other plants. ‘Round Up’ should be
used on paths or entrances as this
controls the weeds for six months. In
a garden which has been allowed to
grow wild, the growth should be cut
back and the ground should be
covered in black polythene and left
for about a month or two in order to
ensure soil of a suitable temperature
for planting and sowing.
If the soil is heavy, peat could be
added, ensuring that the peat is fairly
wet to incorporate it into the soil. If
you wish to plant flowers on a slope,
a good idea would be to plant
perennials amongst the annuals,
placing the smaller ones at the
bottom and the taller ones above
them with plants such as trailing
periwinkles. This plant has purple
flowers and colourful leaves and
provides good ground cover.
Another ideal plant would be St
John’s Wort as it has a yellow flower,
colourful leaves and provides good
ground cover to grow over the
weeds. If the soil is acidic, different
coloured heathers, flowering at
different times of the year would be
ideal.
Where I live, people who have
moved
into
the
area
have
incorporated raised beds to grow
fruit and vegetables. This is a good
idea as it avoids bending and it is
easy to keep this kind of garden
under control. This involves laying
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Yn fy ardal i, mae llawer o’r mewn
fudwyr wedi cynllunio eu gerddi yny
dull o ‘raised beds’ ar gyfer tyfu
ffrwythau a llysiau. Syniad da er
mwyn medru trin yr ardd heb orfod
plygu mewn henaint ac hefyd yn
hawdd i’w chynnal a chadw. Mae’r
syniad yma yn golygu gosod
‘planciau’ sydd wedi eu trin yn
addas, ond wedi gosod fe fyddant yn
ddiogel am o leiaf ugain mlynedd.

down treated planks and once
placed in a position they will be fine
for at least twenty years.
A pool for fish or plants with a
miniature water wheel or a solar
powered one can be incorporated,
Marker Pagoda lights (£30 for ten)
placed around the garden receives
power from the sun during the day
and provide light after dark. A
weather vane, chiming bars and a
few bird trays can provide an
attractive feature as well.

Fel addurn gellir cynllunio pwll dwr
ar gyfer pysgod neu blanhigion ac
ynddo rhod ddwr fychen (miniature
water wheel),neu un yn gweithredu
drwy gyfrwng pane ‘solar’. Mae’r
lampau ‘marker Pagoda lights’ (mae
deg yn costio oddetu £30) wedi
gosod o amgylch yr ardd yn derbyn
ynni oddiar yr haul yn y dydd ac yn
goleuo pan fydd yn nosi. Gwelir
ambell geiliog y gwynt, “chiming
bars” ac ambell fwrdd bwyta i’r adar
bach (bird tray) yn rhoi addurn i ardd.

On the patio, several pots, filled
with summer flowers mixed with
perennials may be placed.
I hope that these comments and
ideas will help local gardeners. I wish
you every success and I hope that
the rain and sunshine in turn will be
kind to you.

Ar batio gellir ddefnyddio amrywiaeth
o botiau,yn llawn o flodau haf yn
gymysg a rhai parahol, a ellir eu
symud yn ol y dewis y tymhorau.

Hywel Jones
(kindly translated by Janet James)

Hyderaf fod y sylwadau yma wedi
bod o gymorth i arddwyr yr ardal.
Dymunaf bob llwyddiant i chwi gyd.
Boed i’r gwlaw a’r heulwen yn eu tro,
fod yn garedig.
Hywel Jones
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THE NEWSLETTER
Although sponsored by the Parochial Church Council of St Michael & All Angels,
Talley, Y Llychau is intended to be of interest to the whole community and not
just the church congregation. It is available free of charge to any person living
in the area who would like a copy.
We try to include articles of general interest as well as those specific to a
particular organisation. If you have a story to tell about the area or a memory
that you would like to share with others, please put pen to paper and send it to
me.

Roger Pike
Newsletter Editor
Bryn Heulog, Talley, Llandeilo, SA19 7YH
Tel: 01558 685741
e-mail: rogerbpike@outlook.com.

THE NEXT ISSUE
Intended Publication Date – Monday 1st May 2017
Copy Dates – Please submit all items for inclusion in the next issue

as soon as possible & BEFORE the dates below
For contributions written in English or Welsh that require translating
Wednesday 22nd March 2017 (to allow time for translation)
For contributions written in either language (English and/or Welsh)
that do not need to be translated

Wednesday 29th March 2017
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